
FABIAN TRACT No. 64.

How to Lose and Ho\v to Win
an Election.

TURRI': is now enough ociali~t opinion and sympathy in the country
to return ome avowed ~ ciali t5 to the House of Commons if Social­
i5t bodies would take the trouble to work elections as they must be
work('d if they arc to be WOIl.

How to Lose an Eleaion
1'; very simple. You will be lIle to lose if yOll devote your energie to

I. Shouting at meetings;
2. Alienaling- all .Ylllpathilers who don't yet call them elves

So 'iali~ts j

3.. pending all "our time talking in the ommittee-rooms i
4. Hetting th3t yllli will win;

4lud if at the ame time;: you. '1'.(,1.1': l' AU. OR ,\SIZA1'ION.

HOW TO WIN AN ELECTION
i a more difficult 111 Iller. But it can be clone wilh work. The fir t
thin~ to do is to OrH~.\:-lzl" Yor·I~SEL\·lcS. Long before the election,
{;Olllmittee and 'ecrctaries mil t be appointed in every polling ward;
streets and part,; of streets must be allotted to canva SCI'S, who under­
take to I~ave literature at e 't:ry house, to get to hlOW evcry elector,
and to try to secure hi upport for the c"'1Cliclat e. The call "il ,er
~llOUId :11. 0 make a not e of rt: 1110\'315, and report all t he information
he an gather to the Sccrct:1I'y, who 'hould enter it in

A ;\L'ltln.1l l'FnI.TFR.

\Vhl.'n t h c1 'ction day co 111 l' ,~'Oll will thcn know who are your
Iril~ntls and who are your fo .~. h\ 'ry man's energy hould be bent
upon getting an efficient markcd re~i,t"r. '1 he cl' ·tioll often de­
pcnus upon it.

Taite every opportunity of mal'ing your candidate's name known
throughout the constit\1 'ncy. ] Ie should be asked to speak at all ort
of 1l1l'cti\l~., not onl\' at those called for politic, 1purpos s. Plenty of
J10litkal nll't'till~S slinl1ld h' hc1t1 : hut dnn't t'"mt to thesc to win:1I1
kctioll. The candidatc who ha: thu hig!{t'st al U 1110st elllhl1sia tic

nll'etill~' is onen at the h,lltOIll I r II", plOll. Me 'lings arc 11l.:ec~ ary
.tll Cdll~,ltc and ",tir up the pl:opk, but

Canvas",ing gets Voles.

Th wmk that t 'lis i' the bUlLOnhollllg; of voters in lhe . trcd~; and
wurbhop and club. \lw;1y' rcmcmbcr that, I.:\'cn if you cannot (.;()II­

crt a l11an to Soci,di m, ... tit! \I \\ uro:T illS "0 " M,I. Tli!' s.\Mf'.



Rut, unless you help, the election cannot be won. If you cannot
cam a's a street you can find out the politics of your neighbor, and
perhaps convert him if he needs converting. At any rate,

See the Secretary and Join the Ele~ion Committee.

The German Socialist party is so strong because the elc tor ha\'e
been organized, and if w ar to win in this country we must take a
leaf out of their book.

On the Polling-day, Work up to the Last Minute I
At an election it i your business to get votes. When the conte t

is in progress the time for general propa~anda is past. The busin~ss

of the moment is to get your man in. \Vith this in view you cannot
afTo nl to disregard any matters which may be before t he electors.
You can of course treat them from your own point of view i but you
I1lU t shuw that your candidate tal'es an intelligent interest in all the
burning questions before the country, even if some of them do not
immediately bear upon Socialism, and that, if elected, he will be able
to do the ordinary work of the House of Commons better than his.
opponents.

But no election can be won unIe s, for months bc~ reh:\I1d, you
hwc made it your duty to

ORGANIZE! ORGANIZE! ORGANIZE l

In this constitucncy you should report your~elf to
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