FABIAN TRACT NO. 20.

Questions for 2oor Law
Guardians.

Second Edition, Revised February, 1893.

-
-

SIxr,

In connection with your Candidature for the Office of Guar-
dian of the Poor, I should be obliged if you would be good enough
to inform me of your views on the following questions.

I am, yours faithfully,
Nameof Blentore s S0 0w RN Lo e

Address Of IBIGClON b et i i et s o

(Information on the Poor Law and its administration will be found in Fabian Tract, No, 1%,
“The Reform of the Poor Law.”)

QUESTIONS. ‘ ANSWERS.

I.—A DEMOCRATIC BOARD.

1.—Are you in favor of abolishing
(@) The rating qualification for Poor
Law Guardians (£5)?
(b) The existing Plural voting in pro-
portion to the rateable value of
each house ?
(c) All ex-officio membership ?
2.—Will you support the proposal that
the method of Election of Guardians and
the franchise be the same as that for the
County Council ?

3.—Will you advocate the Board and its
Committees sitting at such times as will
enable working men and women to serve
as Guardians ? ‘

II.—AN EFFICIENT POOR LAW

ORGANISATION FOR LONDON.

4.—Are you in fayor of the equalisation
of rates throughout the metropolis ?

5.—Will you advocate the transfer of
the administration of all Poor Law institu-
tions in London to an elected central Poor
Law Council, having authority over the
Local Boards of Guardians ?

J

e et S calo 4

|

III._THE WORTHY POOR. ‘

6.—Are you in favor of substituting for |
Poor Law relief a system of adequate pen-

sions to the aged and disabled poor ? |



QUESTIONS.

7.—Are you in favor of such an admini-

stration of Poor Law Infirmaries, Dispen- |

saries, and Sick Asylums as shall

(@) remove all stigma of pauperism from
the public treatment of sickness
or accident ?

(b) facilitate the placing of the present
endowed Hospitals, Asylums, and
Dispensaries under the control of
some public authority ?

8.—Are you in favor of housing the dif-
ferent classes of in-door poor (aged, able-
bodied, &ec.), whenever possible, in separate
buildings ?

9.—Will you insist that where aged
married people, both over sixty, are in the
workhouse, a separate apartment shall be
provided for them, as directed by the Law
[10 and 11 Viet. c. 109, s. 23], and report
to the Local Government Board any infrac-
tion of the same ?

10.—Will you see that the aged poor in
the workhouse are (a) provided with books
and newspapers, (0) allowed to smoke, (¢)
to interest themselves in some occupation,
(d) not forced to wear a distinctive dress,
and (e) allowed to go out on every fine day?

11.—Will you take care that all children
whose charge devolves upon the commu-
nity, in consequence of the death, desertion,
or pauperism of their parents,

(a) shall not in any way be made to feel
that their dependence is either
criminal or disgraceful ?

(b) shall not be marked out by dress or
treatment from their fellows ?

(c) shall receive such general educa-

: tion, whenever possible in Board
schools, and special teaching of a
skilled trade, as shall counteract
any hereditary tendency to lapse
into pauperism ?

() shall be removed from the contact
with pauperism which is inevitable
in workhouses, and trained in
special institutions, divided in
the ‘“Cottage Home System,” or
boarded-out in the country and
sent to efficient public schools ?

ANSWERS.




QUESTIONS. ? ANSWERS.

12. - Will you insist upon the Guardians
finding temporary and honorable employ-
ment for those out of work in seasons of
depression by co-operation with the Vestry,
or Town or County Council, and the ar-
rangement of the public works in such a
way as to increase the employment at these
periods ?

IV.—-THE UNDESERVING POOR.
13.——Are you in favor of

(@) The reform of the present Casual
Ward system, providing for the
weeding out of the habitual loafer
from the genuine unemployed, and
allowing the latter early egress
to enable him to get work ?

(6) Out-door relief to the able-bodied,
except in cases of real emergency?

(c) The institution of compulsory and
corrective treatment of the habi-
tual casual, vagrant or mendicant
in some kind of ““labor colony”?

V.—PROPER TREATMENT OF
WORKERS. ?

14.—Will you insist that to all men and
women employed by the Board, the Trade
Union rate of wages shall be paid, and that |
their hours of work shall be limited to a |
maximum of eight per day, or forty-eight
in each week ?

15.—Will you in every possible case
prefer the direct employment of labor by
the Board to the intervention of a con-
tractor ?

16.—Whenever it is found necessary to
employ a contractor, will you insist upon
the insertion, in all contracts for supplies
as well as for works, of clauses stipulating
(1) against sub-contracting or sweating,
(2) for the payment of the Trade Union
rate of wages, if any is fixed for that trade,
(3) that the working day shall be Eight
Hours only ?

17.—-Will you advocate the payment of
a minimum wage of 6d. an hour to all
adult laborers employed by the Board ? ‘

Signature of Candidate. ... ... ...




ABIAN SOCIETY.—The Fabian Society consists of Socialists. A state-
ment of its Rules, ete., and the following publications can be obtained from
the Secretary, at the Fabian Office, 276 Strand, London, W.C.

“FABIAN ESSAYS IN SOCIALISM.”
(30th  Thousand.)

Library Edition, 6/-; or, direct from the Secretary for Cash, 4/6 (postage, 43d.).

Cheap Edition, Paper cover, 1/-; plain cloth, 2/-. At all booksellers, or post
free from the Secretary for 1/- and 2/- respectively.

FABIAN TRACTS.

1.—Why are the Many Poor? 100th thous. Price 6 for 1d.; 1/- per 100.
5-—Facts for Socialists. A survey of the distribution of income and the con-
dition of classes in England, gathered from official returns, and from the
works of economists and statisticians. 5th edition ; revised 1892. 40th
thousand. 16 pp., 1d.; or 9d. per doz.
7.—Capital and Land. A similar survey of the distribution of property, with
a criticism of the distinction sometimes set up between Land and Capital
as instruments of production.  3rd edition ; revised 1891. 15th thousand.
16 pp., 1d.; or 9d. per doz.
8.—Facts for Londoners. 5th thousand. 56 PP, 6d.; or 4/6 per doz.
10.—Figures for Londoners. 20th thous. 4 pp., 6 for 1d.; 1/- per 100.
11.—The Workers’ Political Program. 20th thous. 20 Pp., 1d.; 9d. per doz.
12.—Practicable Land Nationalization. 4 pp., 6 for 1d.; or 1/- per 100.
13.—What Socialism Is. 80th thous. 4 pp., 6 for 1d.; or 1/- per 100.
14—The New Reform Bill. A draft Act of Parliament providing for Adult
Suffrage, Payment of Members and their election expenses, Second Ballot,
and a thorough system of Registration. 15th thous. 20 pp., 1d.; 9d. doz.
15.—English Progress towards Social Democracy. 1d.; 9d. per doz.
16.—A Plea for an Eight Hours Bill. 4 pp., 6 for 1d.; 1/- per 100.
17.—Reform of the Poor Law. 20 pp., 1d.; 9d. per doz.
18.—Facts for Bristol. - 16 pp., 1d.; or 9d. per doz.
19.—What the Farm Laborer Wants. 4 pp., 6 for 1d.; or 1/- per 100.
20.—Questions for Poor Law Guardians. 4 pp., 6 for 1d.; or 1/- per 100.
21.—Questions for London Vestrymen. 4 pp., 6 for 1d.; or 1/- per 100.
22.—The Truth about Leasehold Enfranchisement, gives reasons why Soci-
alists oppose the proposal. 4 pp., 6 for 1d.; or 1/- per 100.
23.—The Case for an Eight Hours Bill. 16 Pp., 1d.; or 9d. por doz.
24.—Questions for Parliamentary Candidates. 6 for 1d.; or 1/- per 100.
25.—Questions for School Board Candidates. 6 for 1d.; or 1/- per 100.
26.—Questions for London County Councillors. 6 for 1d.; or 1/- per 100.
27.—Questions for Town Councillors. 4 pp., 6 for 1d.; or 1/- per 100.
28.—Questions for County Councillors (Rural). 6 for 1d.; or 1/- per 100.
29.—What to Read. A List of Books for Social Reformers. Contains the best
books and blue-books relating to Economies, Socialism, Labor Movemen ts,
Poverty, etc. Paper cover, 3d. each; or 2,3 per doz. 5
38.—A Welsh Translation of No. 1. 4 pp., 6 for 1d.; or 1/- per 100.
39.—A Democratic Budget. 16 pp., 1d.; or 9d. per doz.
40.—The Fabian Manifesto for the General Election of 1892. 16 pp., 1d.
each; or 9d. per doz.
41.—The Fabian Society: What it has done and how it has done it.
32 pp., 1d. each; or 9d. per doz.
42.—Christian Socialism. By the Rev. StewArt D. HEADLAM, 16 pp., 1d.
each; or 9d. per doz.
43.—Vote, Vote, Vote. 2 pp. leaflet; 5/- per 1,000.
THE FABIAN MUNICIPAL PROGRAM.
(Tract No. 30).—The Unearned Increment.
(Tract No. 31).—London’s Heritage in the City Guilds.
(Tract No. 32).—Municipalization of the Gas Supply.
(Tract No. 33).—Municipal Tramways.
(Tract No. 34).—London’s Water Tribute.
(Tract No. 85).—Municipalization of the London Docks.
(Tract No. 36).—The Scandal of London’s Markets.
(Tract No. 37).—A Labor Policy for Public Authorities.
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