MANIFESTO

OF THE

Fapian PARLIAMENTARY LEAGUE

Tre Fasian Parniamentary Leacur is composed of Socialists
who believe that Socialism may be most quickly and most surely
realised by utilising the political power already possessed by the
people. The progress of the Socialist party in the German
Reichstag, in the Legislatures of the United States, and in the
Paris Municipal Council, not only proves the possibility of a
Socialist party in Parliament, but renders it imperative on
English Socialists to set energetically about the duty of giving
effect in public affairs to the growing mﬂucnce of Socialist
opinion in this country.

The League will endeavor to organise Socialist opinion, and
to bring it to bear upon Parliament, municipalities, and other
representative bodies; it will, by lectures and publications, seek
to deal with the political questions of the day, analysing the
ultimate tendencies of measures as well as their immediate
offects, and working for or against proposed measures of social
reform according as they tend towards, or away from, the Socialist
ideal.

The League will take active part in all general and local
elections. Until a fitting opportunity arises for putting forward
Socialist candidates to form the nucleus of a Socialist party in
Parliament, it will confine itself to supporting those candidates
who will go furthest in the direction of Socialism. Tt will not
ally itself absolutely with any political party; it will jealously
avoid being made use of for party purposes; and it will be
guided in its action by the character, record, and pledges of
the candidates before the constituencies. In Municipal, School
Board, Vestry, and other local elections, the League will, as it
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finds itself strong enough, run candidates of its own, and by
placing trustworthy Socialists on local representative bodies it
will endeavor to secure the recognition of the Socialist principle
in all the details of local government.

It will be the duty of members of the League, in every
borough, to take active part in the public work of their districts,
and to this end they should organise themselves into a Branch
of the League. They should appoint a secretary to keep lists of
all annual and other elections in his district and of all candi-
dates; to attend to the registration of Socialists; to watch the
public conduct of all officials, and keep a record thereof for
guidance at future elections; to enlist volunteers for special
work, and generally to act as a centre of the organisation.
Individual members should write to their Parliamentary repre-
sentatives on any Bill on which the League takes action ; should
take every opportunity of defending and advocating Socialism
in their local press; should visit the workhouses of their neigh-
borhood; and should exercise a careful supervision of local
funds. By steady work on these and similar lines, Socialists
will increase their power in the community, and will before long
be able to influence effectively the course of public opinion.

Socialists willing to co-operate should communicate with J.
Brailsford Bright, hon. sec. of the Fabian Parliamentary League,
34, Bouverie Street, Fleet Street, 1.C., who will give full details
as to the method of organising a Branch of the League.
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Rules of the League.

1. That the name of the Society be THE FABIAN PARLIAMENTARY
LEAGUE.

2. That the minimum subscription be 2s. 6d. per annum.

3. That at the annual general meeting the Society shall elect a
Council, which shall hold office for one year, the secretary, or
secretaries, and the treasurer being appointed at the same
meeting.

4, That each Branch shall appoint a member to serve on the Council.

5. That meetings of the members of the League shall be held at least

once in every three months, and on such other occasions as the
Council shall think necessary.
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