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~EPO~T AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

THE ORIGIN OF THE FREE SPEECH AGITATION OF 1912.
In the Decembtr, 1911, numb r of the yndicaliBt an "Ope::n letle::r to

Soldie::rs" appeared. 111 which it was argued thut soldiers ought to r fuse 10
shoot down striktrs. Mr. Guy Bowman. as Editor of the paper, and M.essr .
Bcnjamm E. Huck and Charl!:s E. Buck, as prinltrs of iI, Wtrt in onstqut"nct
chluge::d \\'1th lI1Cltemcnt to muuny. Al tht March ses I ns the Recorder
charging tht Grand] ury at the Ctntral Crinllnal Coun, referred to them in a
sptech 111 whl h ht attempted (It is not quitt Ie. r why h· dill so) to de::fillt:
syndicalism. Tht ca t: was tritd by Justice HOTridge 011 tht: 22nd 1\rar h
1912, tht defe::ndants wert; found guilt}, Mr. Bowman senten ed to 9 month;'
with hard labour and th I\1tssrs. Buck to 6 months with hard labour.

Fredtri k Clo\\sle), who had distributed a reprint of tht" pen Lett r"
at Aldershot, was also arre::sted at this time:: and remandtd

Further, Mr. Tum ~Iann was arrtsttd on Tuesday, March 19th, in conse·
quen of hiS having, 111 a speech delivered at Pendleton Town Hall, in the::
borough of 'alford, un Thursday, Mar h 14th, taken responsibility for the
article in question.

Mr. . Lanshury I,sucd an app 'al for a defence fund whi h mtt with an
immediate response.

FORMATION OF THE COMMITTEE.
11 rvlol1l.blY, l\htll'h 25th, a meeting WllS held at the House of 'ommon.,

called togtth 'r 1» Mr. G. I.ans!>ur)', at which Mr. Ke::ir Hardie, M. P., pre ided
and it was resolvt:d to forlll a Fret: 'p 'ceh 1) 'fence om III Itlte. Tht objects
of the COlllmittee were dec1aled to b' gtnelally to bring pres. lire 011 the
Government to rdeas' tht prisoners ondemncd under the Act of J 797, and
to endeavour to stop furthe. pro ecutiollS under the same A t of any per. ons
urging soldiers not to shoot 011 striktrs. Further, to raise funds for the
defence of lIC used per~ons 0 prosecuted and for th· suslCnan e of the
d 'pendents of the condemned and accused persons.



A circular letter to the press dated 26th March and si~ned by Messrs.
Wedgwood, j,,'l.nsbury and anders, as Chairman of the E 'clltive ommittee,
Treasurer and Secretary r pectively, stated that I, by th~lr action in prosecut
jng as criminals Mr. Bowman, Mr. Crows!cy, Mr. TOIll ~1al1f) and oth~rs for the
public expressions of their opinions with r gard to the use of th~ military in trade
disputes, the Governm 'nt have attacked the very principles of our freedom."
It appealed to the public lor funds to provide for the I 'gal dcfen e of the
accused, to assist their dependents, to organise puhlic opillion by holding
protest meetings, and to demand the repeal of the Act I)f 1797.

LONDON OPERA HOUSE MEETING ON APRIL 3rd. 1912.
A Demon. tration was held in Trafalgar quare on unday, March 31st,

to promote the bje ts of the ommittee, followed on April 3rd by a mass
meeting at the London Opera House, Mr. ]. \V~dgwood, :\I.P., presid d.

Mr. J. Keir Ilardie, M.P. moved th following re olution :-
"That this meeting records it protest against the action of the

Government in instituting climinal proceedings against IVressrs.
Tom Mann, Guy Bowlllan, and others for the free expression of
their opinions with regard to the us' of the military in labour
disputes, demands the rtlease of those convicted and a cused,
and the repeal of the ob olete Act of 1797 under which they were
charfl;ed."

Mis Mary Macarthur seconded and Mr. G. Lansbur)', Mr. Bernard haw,
and Mr. W. C. Anders n supported the resolution.

The r solution was carried with thr e dissentients.

Mr. A. Ma' Cullum cott, M. P. proposed and Ir. J. O'Grady, M.P..
seconded a re~olution approving of the aims and objects of the Free Spee h
Defence Committee and promising to support it.

Th' resolution was carried.

Mr. TOM MANN SENTENCED.
On th 9th May, at Manchester Assize, Mr. Tom ~rann was found ~uilty

and sentenced by Mr. Justice Banke to 6 months imprisonment in the second
division.

TRAFALGAR SQUARE DEMONSTRATION.
On unday May 19th, a second d monstration was held in T~afalgar

Sliuare to demand the rdease of Mr. Tom ~ann and the other [>l'Isoners.
Finan ial assistance was granted to enable mt:elll1gs to be held at Manchest r
for the same purpose.

RESOLUTIONS SENT TO THE GOVERNMFNT.
Circulars were ent out to numerous 1. L. P. and B S. P. branches, Trades

Councils, and local Labour Parties, Trade Unions and 0 operative ocielies,
asking them t assist this committee financially, and by passing resolutions to
be sent to the Government.



In consequence of this work a very large number of re olutions were sent
in to the Gov rnment, and it is probable that this, together with the constant
questioning of the Government by 01 mbers of the Hou e especially those
connected or in touch with thi ommittee, was the cause f the reductions
of sent 'nce which the Horne cretary advised in the ase of ,II th . '
" don't ~hoot " senten e..

REDUCTIONS OF SENTENCES..
On 21st May, 1912, Mr. McKenna announced that Mr. Guy Bowman, who

had then served nearly two months of his sentence, would be relcas d at once~
and that Mr. Tom Mann's S'lltence would b reduced to two months.

The sentence passed 011 the 1\1 ssrs. Buck had been already redu ed to
on' month.

THE CASE OF MR. CROWSLEY.
Mr. Frederick Crowsley distributed on Sunday February 25th, among the

soldiers at Alder hot copies of a reprint of the "Op 'n letter." He wa
harged under the Incit ment to Mutiny Act before Ju tice hannell at the

Hampshire Assizes on Tuesday, June 18th, and declined to undertake not to
repeat the offence. The judg said if he had undertaken not to do it
again, the law would have been vindicated, as it was h must sent nce him
to four months Imprisonment with hard labour.

Mr. rowsley's senten ' was subsequently reduced to two months
imprisonment.

THE ILKESTON CASES.
At the T erby Assizes, on Tuesday June 25th, before Justi e leridge, Mr.

Thoma Mayfield, dealer, Mr. Nelon King, tailor, Mr. Jame Morley, publi an,
w re harged with inciting to murder in an article, called" R volution," which
appeared in an I1ke ton pap r called I' Dawn" on Febru ry 1St. They
plead d guilty to a minor count f in iting to commit a br ach of peace and
the more serious charge wa not proceeded with. The defendants wcre
bound over in their own recognisances of £50 each t come up for judgment
if called upon.

OTHER CASES.
Assi:tance, legal and oth'rwi e, has also been given in the cases of

Messrs. Strike. Thompson and Lamb 'rt. In the fir t case a month's imprison­
ment was imposed for alleged interferance with the police; in the sec nd the
accu:ed was fined for illeged disorder; and in the the third casc an a quittnl
was secur d.

FINANCES.
The accompanying Financial Statement shows that the committ e had

an incom~ of £781 16s. 8d. and e. pended £601 2~. 4d. leaving a balance
of 180 14S. 4d.

For the ommittce
WM. STEPHEN SANDERS,

Hon. Sec.

February 19, 1913.
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