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Description Level: Item

Item Number: Archives 15-2-23

Item Number Range: Archives 15-2-23
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Start Date: 1909

Date Range: 1909

Publication: London : A.C. Fifield
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Margaret Menzies collection
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Part Of: MG 4 Brandon University Students

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 13-2012

GMD: multiple media

Date Range: 1959-2007; predominant 1983-2001

Physical Description: 18 cm textual records

1 photograph
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History /
Biographical:

Margaret Menzies was born on July 30th, 1920, at a family farm located in Oakburn, Manitoba.
She grew up on the family farm and attended school in both Oakburn and Shoal Lake. She
married Donald Menzies on June 4th, 1941. Together they had four children. In 1959, the family
moved to Brandon, Manitoba, where they lived for the rest of their lives.

Margaret Menzies was a longtime and active member of the International Toastmistress Club
(ITC), and was also involved in the Consumers Association of Canada, Seniors for Seniors, as
well as being a member of the Liberal Party of Canada and the Central United Church.
Menzies did not graduate from high school in her early years, but managed to continue her
education and receive a bachelor of arts degree from Brandon University at the age of 70.

Margaret Menzies passed away on June 9th, 2012.

Custodial History:

Records in the collection were brought to the S.J McKee Archives on July 13, 2012, by Gerald
Brown, on behalf of the family of Margaret Menzies.

Scope and Content:

Collection contains of two scrapbooks created by Margaret Menzies. The scrapbooks contain
various cards, itinerary's, and other documents associated with Menzies' membership in the
International Toastmistress Club. The items in the scrapbooks date from the mid 1980's to the
late 1990's.

Also included in the collection are four local history books. The first is a 100 year history of the
town of Oakburn, Manitoba, from 1870 to 1970, published during celebrations of Manitoba's
centenniary in 1970. Next is a book about the history of the town of Shoal Lake, Manitoba,
which was published in 1959 on the 50th anniversary of the founding of the town of Shoal Lake
in 1909. The last two books are the first and second volumes of Ripples on the Lake, which
cover the history of the Shoal Lake municipality from 1884. The first volume covers the first 100
years of the history of the Shoal Lake region, being published in 1984. The second volume
was published in 2007, covering the history of Shoal Lake since 1984, as well as including
new information that was not published in the 1984 version of the book.

Finally, the collection contains one photograph of Margaret Menzies receiving her bachelor of
arts degree from Peter Hordern, dean of arts of Brandon University.

Notes: Biographical information provided by obituary entry in the Brandon Sun,
June 16, 2012. Description by Tyler Warren (October 2012).

Name Access: Shoal Lake

Oakburn

International Toastmistress Club

Urban Acres Toastmistress Club

Subject Access: women's organizations

public relations

Leadership

communication

local histories

Storage Range: 2012 accessions

Related Material: International Toastmistress Club-Land O' Lakes Region fonds (15-2002)
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United Commercial Travelers Ladies Auxiliary #112 collection
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions13614

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 1-2013

GMD: multiple media

Date Range: October 30, 1937 – October 2006

Physical Description: 51cm of textual records

141 photographs

6 artifacts

History /
Biographical:

The Brandon Ladies Auxiliary #112 of the United Commercial Travelers of America received
its charter on October 30, 1937 at their first meeting, which took place in the Rose Room of the
Prince Edward Hotel in Brandon, Manitoba. At this time the membership of the Ladies
Auxiliary #112 consisted of 27 Sisters. Brother Ernie Tatton, Grand Counselor at the time,
presented the Ladies Auxiliary with their Bible in May 1938. Winnipeg Auxiliary #48 gave the
Brandon Auxiliary their Bible Book Mark and Saskatoon Auxiliary #23 gave them their gavel.

Initial meetings were held in the Rose Room of the Prince Edward Hotel on Saturday evenings,
when the Brothers would meet after their weekly travels. Meetings were then moved to the Kelly
Block on 8th Street. Here the Sisters would meet downstairs and the Brothers upstairs.
Meetings were usually followed by dancing, singing, and lunch downstairs. Meetings were held
in the Masonic Temple, the Knights of Columbus Hall, the Orange Hall, the Oddfellows Hall,
and eventually in the UCT Hall. Throughout all the location changes, a social hour was still held
with the Brothers.

The Brandon Auxiliary always performed the ritualistic and floor drill work. Originally, patrols
only joined the Officers when Brandon Auxiliary was hosting a Grand Session. Patrols, with
matching outfits, soon became a part of the floor work at every meeting. Officers were required
to wear the proper attire. Capes were introduced in 1940 and white shoes, stockings, and
dresses in 1941. Membership swelled over the years and 50 years after being inaugurated the
Brandon Auxiliary could claim 136 Sisters.

The Brandon Ladies Auxiliary #112 was always very active within the larger community,
especially with fundraising and charitable donation. Initially the Brandon Auxiliary supported the
Red Cross by sewing and knitting. The Brandon Auxiliary also supported the Canadian Cancer
Society at this time by making dressings. Rummage sales and teas were used to fundraise at
the time. Teas were used in conjunction with the wives of the Steam Plant to purchase
equipment for the first school in Brandon that taught developmentally delayed children. The
Brandon Auxiliary also did fundraising teas, Walk-a-thons, bazaars, and raffles for the Camroc
workshop, which was built for older handicapped students.

Bingo games were used to raise funds as well. Other projects of the Brandon Ladies Auxiliary
include:

1. Builders of Women – provides help to needy girls and women and gives a scholarship out at
the Festival of the Arts. In 1969 the Ladies Auxiliary refurnished the third floor of the YWCA.

2. Cancer – assistance with the annual canvas, ride and run events, putting on an event with a
speaker and film, and a survey of sisters who had their annual pap test.

3. Handicapped Children – purchase of equipment for the handicapped classes at George
Fitton School and the COR Enterprises (formerly Camroc) workshop. One sister was a
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Fitton School and the COR Enterprises (formerly Camroc) workshop. One sister was a
volunteer for their swimming and bowling classes, among other things.

4. The Three Benevolent Funds

5. May E. Tisdale Educational Fund – donated to this fund every year, usually in memory of
deceased sisters.

6. Brandon General Hospital Special Equipment Fund – every year a sum was included in the
Ladies Auxiliary budget to purchase special equipment for the Brandon Hospital.

Civic Service donations included the Mental Health Centre Christmas gifts, three Christmas
hampers for needy families, Canadian Diabetes Association, Manitoba Heart Fund, and
Brandon Figure Skating Club.

In 1962, the Auxiliary's 25th birthday, their first Dessert Party and Bake Sale was held. This
had the stated objectives of growing and working together as a group and raising money for
the organization. This became an annual event. Sisters who had attended for 25 years were
honoured at the Auxiliary's 36th birthday celebration. Every birthday after that, sisters who had
attended for 25 years were guests at the dinner and presented with a corsage and a gift. Sick
and bereaved were also remembered at these functions. In the 1980s the Ladies Auxiliary
continued to support the UCT Brandon Council #448 in the Annual Travellers Day Parade,
Grand Sessions, and other functions.

In the early 1990s the United Commercial Travelers voted to allow women to join the Councils.
This marked the beginning of the end for the Auxiliaries. However, ladies who had no
connection to a Council could join an Auxiliary now whereas before only a wife, sister, or
granddaughter of a Council member could join.

The final Grand Auxiliary Sessions were held in Brandon in May 2003. By this point only three
auxiliaries were still active across Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta and all had difficulty
recruiting new members. Most of the membership at this time was elderly and unable to take
office or work at teas and other such events. Calgary and Regina's Auxiliaries were down to
less than twelve members. Brandon still had more than 90 on the membership roll but only
about 20 attended meetings regularly and it was becoming difficult to fill Officer positions.

The final Dessert and Bake Sale was held in October 2002 and was the 40th such event. With
the demise of the Grand Auxiliary in 2003, it was decided that Brandon would continue to
operate; however, after a year it was decided that Brandon would no longer operate as a
formal auxiliary. Monthly luncheons would now be held with December being a Christmas Party
supper. The last formal meeting was held in the Parkview Seniors complex on March 22, 2004.

The money in the Grand Auxiliary's account was distributed to the three remaining auxiliaries
based on how much had been contributed over the preceding ten years. Brandon received
$2,500 and had about $5,000 in their account. When formal meetings were discontinued it
was decided to donate $5,000 to the “A Bed for You, A Bed for Me” campaign of the Brandon
General Hospital. Approximately $1,100 was given to their Chairs from Mentally Challenged
and Builders of Women to use as they pleased.

All members on the membership roll were contacted and asked if they wished to remain
members. Several decided not to but 50 members remained. Each member under 80 paid a
$5 membership fee in April or October. Beginning in 2004, $1 was collected from every
member that attended a luncheon to pay for stamps and cards sent to those who were ill, lost a
loved one, turned 80, etc. Fundraising is limited to selling Riverview Curling Club Lottery
Calendars for which the Ladies Auxiliary #112 received $4. In 2005 $128 was collected and
$25 donated to five different charities.

In 2006, sisters of the Auxiliary still worked at the Fairview Daffodil Tea for Cancer, put on the
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In 2006, sisters of the Auxiliary still worked at the Fairview Daffodil Tea for Cancer, put on the
January birthday party at Hillcrest Place, worked the Big Craft Sale at the Keystone Centre in
October, worked with the Salvation Army Kettles at Christmas, and sold carnatons for multiple
sclerosis and daffodils for the Cancer Society. Luncheons held averaged about 20 members
and 25 at Christmas.

Custodial History:

Records were created and collected by the members of the Brandon United Commercial
Travelers Ladies Auxiliary #112. The collection was donated to the S.J. McKee Archives in
March 2007.

Scope and Content:

Collection consists of records that document the origin, activities, and ultimately the
disbandment of the Brandon Ladies Auxiliary #112 of the Order of the United Commercial
Travelers of America. These records were created and accumulated during the nearly 70 year
existence of the UCT Ladies Auxiliary #112.

The collection consists of the minutes of their meetings from November 1939 to November
1991, photographs of the members, and sign-in books from October 1937 to March 1991. It
also contains the account ledger from April 1972 to March 1997. Several scrapbooks
containing photographs and newspaper clippings related to the activities and members of the
Ladies Auxiliary and the United Commercial Travelers, spanning the nearly 70 lifespan of the
organization, are also included in the collection.

Both the United Commercial Travelers Council #448 and the United Commercial Travelers
Ladies Auxiliary #112 were very active in raising funds for various charitable organizations.
Money was raised for the Brandon General Hospital, as well as for George Fitton School to
assist with their special education program. Organizations such as the Red Cross, the
Canadian Cancer Society, special needs organizations, United Way, the Multiple Sclerosis
Society, and several other organizations all received the benefits of UCT fundraising.
Scholarships were also given out. Teas, dessert and bake sales, sewing and knitting,
rummage sales, Walk-a-thons, bazaars, and raffles were all used to raise money for charitable
donations.

Collection also contains various artifacts including a gavel, the original charter of the Ladies
Auxiliary #112, nomination balls, officer's badges, a Bible, and the cloth used for the draping of
a deceased member's charter. Also included is a handbook detailing the rituals carried out by
the United Commercial Travelers of America.

Notes: History/biographical information provided by Sister Bernice Nerbas of the
UCT Ladies Auxiliary #112. Copies of their history are found in the
collection. Description by Joseph Dauphinais (October 2013).

Name Access: The Order of the United Commercial Travelers of America (UCT)

The Order of the United Commercial Travelers of America (UCT) Ladies
Auxiliary

The Order of the United Commercial Travelers of America #448

The Order of the United Commercial Travelers of America Ladies
Auxiliary #112

UCT

UCT Ladies Auxiliary #112

Jessie Tatton

Florence Offer

Bertha Baker

Wilma Martin

Hattie Moffat
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Isabelle Driver

Belle Driver

Rose Woodlock

Kay Quinn

Blanche Macleay

Diane Finch

Jean Williamson

Anne Larkins

Doris Gromb

Helen Cook

Mae MacEdwards

Heidi Cleuett

Flora Francis

Gladys Quinn

Janet MacLeod

Myrtle Cook

Lillian Hare

Margaret Geiler

Alice Cosgrove

Phyllis Clark

Charlotte Kellie

Dot MacKay

Audrey Campbell

Jean Chrisp

Patricia Brooking

Pat Brooking

Patricia Scott

Jaye Little

Iva Brynelson

Marilyn Johnston

Doris Stanzeleit

Mildred Darvill

Bernice Keown

Myrtle Kardash

Linda Koshowski

Vonnie Coates

Carole Mann

Anne Dunwald

Brenda Loll

Aileen Smalley

Phyllis Elliott

Donna Thompson

Elfriede Verstock

Freddie Verstock

Heather Bernhardt
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Linda Garson

Kathleen Heppner

Lois Osudar

Ricki Woods

Bernice Nerbas

Cancer SocietySubject Access: women's organizations

charitable organizations

Storage Location: 2013 accessions

Related Material: The Order of the United Commercial Travelers of America (UCT) fonds
(5-2008), 4 photographs in the CKX fonds (11-2010.U5, 11-2010.U6a,
11-2010.U6b, 11-2010.U6c), Jack Stothard collection (4-2013)
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Portrait of two women in winter dress c.1910
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions13790

Part Of: Fred McGuinness collection

Description Level: Item

Series Number: McG 9

Item Number: 20-2009.25

Accession Number: 20-2009

GMD: graphic

Date Range: 1910

Physical Description: 3" x 4.75" (b/w)

Material Details: postcard

Physical Condition: Postcard is ripped and worn.

Scope and Content:

Postcard is a studio portait of two women dressed for winter. The woman on the left is
standing and is wearing a long winter coat, a while fur stole muffler. The woman on the right is
seated in a wicker chair. She is wearing a three-quarter length winter coat with a black fur
collar and trim and muffler.

Notes: Back of postcard reads: Harry Finnegan Nov. 16 1910, Zella Russel...,
Nov. 27 19...

Subject Access: portraits

winter

women

Storage Location: RG 5 photograph storage drawer 2 (hanging photos)

Images
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Threshing at Blight's Farm
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions13841

Part Of: Fred McGuinness collection

Description Level: Item

Series Number: McG 9

Item Number: 20-2009.152

Accession Number: 20-2009

GMD: graphic

Date Range: 1925

Physical Description: 5" x 7" (b/w)

Material Details: reproduction

Custodial History:

Donated to Fred McGuinness by G. Baldock in 1971

Scope and Content:

Photograph shows two women at a tractor. One is cranking the engine, the other is seated at
the wheel.

Notes: Writing on back of photograph reads: "Threshing. Blights Farm Willow
Creek at Chater. My mother at crank. Now over 90 living at 403-12th
Street. G. Baldock 1971. 1925."

Name Access: Blight's Farm

Subject Access: farming

women

threshing crews

Tractors

vehicles

Storage Location: RG 5 photograph storage drawer 2 (hanging photos)

Arrangement:

From 2009 loose photos, from File 13

Images

Catherine Stuckey (nee Gilmour) and friend Ada
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions13985

Part Of: Fred McGuinness collection
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Creator: Photographer: J.A. Brock & Co.

Description Level: Item

Series Number: McG 9

Item Number: 1-2015.56

Accession Number: 1-2015

GMD: graphic

Date Range: [1884-1889]

Physical Description: 4" x 5.5" (b/w)

Material Details: on matting

Custodial History:

Photograph was given to Fred McGuinness by Linda Bilkoski of Lac du Bonnet, MB.

Scope and Content:

Photograph shows two women in period dress posing for a formal cabinet portrait. The woman
on the left, wearing a gown and straw hat, stands while holding what appears to be a rolled-up
periodical. The woman on the right is seated in an upholstered chair with tassles and holds her
purse on her lap.

Notes: Advertisement on back photograph reads: J.A. Brock & Co., Artistic
Photography, Brandon, Manitoba, Instantaneous Process Used
Exclusively, Duplicates Can Be Had At Any Time, Negative, Preserved
for Future Orders. [Date range determined from photo studio period The
backdrop is consistent with the cabinet photograph of another family in
this collection, see 1-2015.57.]

Name Access: Catherine Stuckey

Subject Access: Pioneers

portraits

women

Storage Location: RG 5 photograph storage drawer 2 (hanging photos)

Related Material: Lawrence Stuckey collection, unprocessed photographs

Arrangement:

McG 4.1 File 27

Images
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Formal family portrait
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions13986

Part Of: Fred McGuinness collection

Creator: Photographer: J.A. Brock & Co.

Description Level: Item

Series Number: McG 9

Item Number: 1-2015.57

Accession Number: 1-2015

GMD: graphic

Date Range: [1886-1889]

Physical Description: 4" x 5.5" (b/w)

Material Details: on matting

Custodial History:

Photograph was given to Fred McGuinness by Linda Bilkoski of Lac du Bonnet, MB.

Scope and Content:

Photograph shows a family of six posing for a formal cabinet portrait. The father wears a three-
piece suit and stands with his four children, two boys and two girls. The mother is seated in a
tassled upholstered chair. The boys appear to be wearing the same suit jacket, both girls wear
lace collars.

Notes: Advertisement on back photograph reads: Portraits in Oil, Water, Colors,
Crayon, Pastel and India Ink. J.A. Brock & Co. Photographers, Brandon,
Manitoba. Duplicates of all Photos to be had at any time. [Date range
determined from photo studio period. The backdrop is consistent with
another cabinet photograph in this collection, see 1-2015.56.]

Name Access: Catherine Stuckey
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Subject Access: Pioneers

portraits

women

Storage Location: RG 5 photograph storage drawer 2 (hanging photos)

Arrangement:

McG 4.1 File 27

Images
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Purity Flour, Western Canada Flour Mills Company
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions14000

Part Of: Fred McGuinness collection

Creator: Printed: Crawford's Drug Store, Brandon

Description Level: Item

Series Number: McG 9

Item Number: 1-2015.70

Accession Number: 1-2015

GMD: graphic

Date Range: [1920-1930]

Physical Description: 4.25" x 2.5" (b/w)

Physical Condition: Photograph is stamped on the back

Custodial History:

Photograph was given to Fred McGuinness by Linda Bilkoski (nee Lepard) of Lac du Bonnet,
MB.

Scope and Content:

Photograph shows a group of individuals posing with a Purity Flour, Western Canada Flour
Mills Company truck. Two men pose by the drive-side door and another two pose by the tail
gate. Standing in the truck's payload are 13 individuals. It is possible that Edith Lepard (nee
Harden) third from left and her mother, Catherine "Kate" Harden (nee Chalmers), third from
right are standing in the payload.

Notes: The back of the photograph is stamped: Crawford's Drug Store, Brandon

Name Access: Purity Flour

Western Canada Flour Mills Co.

Edith Harden

Kate Harden

Subject Access: advertising

women

children

Storage Location: RG 5 photograph storage drawer 2 (hanging photos)

Arrangement:

McG 4.1 File 27

Images
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Purity Flour, Western Canada Flour Mills Company
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions14005

Part Of: Fred McGuinness collection

Creator: Printed: Crawford's Drug Store, Brandon

Description Level: Item

Series Number: McG 9

Item Number: 1-2015.75

Accession Number: 1-2015

GMD: graphic

Date Range: [1920-1930]

Physical Description: 10.75" x 7" (b/w)

Physical Condition: Photograph is stamped on the back

Custodial History:

Photograph was given to Fred McGuinness by Linda Bilkoski (nee Lepard) of Lac du Bonnet,
MB.

Scope and Content:

Photograph shows a group of individuals posing with a Purity Flour, Western Canada Flour
Mills Company truck. Two men pose by the drive-side door and another two pose by the tail
gate. Standing in the truck's payload are 13 individuals. It is possible that Edith Lepard (nee
Harden) third from left and her mother, Catherine "Kate" Harden (nee Chalmers), third from
right are standing in the payload.

Notes: The back of the photograph is stamped: Crawford's Drug Store, Brandon

Name Access: Purity Flour

Western Canada Flour Mills Co.

Edith Harden

Kate Harden

Subject Access: advertising

women

children

Storage Location: McGuinness oversize storage drawer (1-2015)

Related Material: McG 9 1-2015.70

Arrangement:

McG 4.1 File 27

Images
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Residence
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions14011

Part Of: Fred McGuinness collection

Creator: Printed: AZO [postcards]

Description Level: Item

Series Number: McG 9

Item Number: 1-2015.81

Accession Number: 1-2015

GMD: graphic

Date Range: [1910s]

Physical Description: 5.5" x 3.5" (b/w)

Material Details: postcard

Physical Condition: Postcard is bent, inked stained, and has emulsion artifacts

Scope and Content:

Photograph shows a wood-framed bungalow with ornamental woodwork on the porch and roof.
The home has a wooden picket fence. A woman and child are seated on one side of the
ballustrade and a woman in an overcoat and hat is seated on either side of the ballustrade.
Neighbouring homes are also visible.

Subject Access: street scenes

residences

building exteriors

women

children

Storage Location: RG 5 photograph storage drawer 2 (hanging photos)

Arrangement:

BR #3 Family pictures

Images
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Grandmother Varcoe
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions14012

Part Of: Fred McGuinness collection

Creator: Photographer: WA. Martel's & Son, Brandon

Description Level: Item

Series Number: McG 9

Item Number: 1-2015.82

Accession Number: 1-2015

GMD: graphic

Date Range: [1898-1912]

Physical Description: 1.5" x 2.5" (b/w)

Material Details: on matting

Physical Condition: Matting is scuffed

Scope and Content:

Photograph shows an elderly woman wearing a dress embellished with lace, a lace scarf and
broach, and lace headdress.

Notes: Writing on the back of the photograph reads: Grandmother Varcoe

Subject Access: portraits

women

Storage Location: RG 5 photograph storage drawer 2 (hanging photos)

Arrangement:

BR #3 Family pictures

Images
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Album - Michipicoten First Nations
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions14211

Part Of: Fred McGuinness collection

Description Level: Item

Series Number: McG 9

Item Number: 1-2015.277.A3

Accession Number: 1-2015

GMD: graphic

Date Range: [1900s]

Physical Description: 4" x 2.5" (b/w)

Material Details: mounted in album

Physical Condition: Photo is warped

Scope and Content:

Photograph shows two aboriginal women standing before a tipi in the brush.

Notes: Writing beneath the photograph in the album reads: At the Indian
Settlement. Based on provenience of images in the album, the aboringals
in question may be from the Michipicoten band.

Subject Access: Natives

Aboriginals

First Nations

tipis

women

Storage Location: 1-2015 McG 1.4 Box 1 (in stacks, top shelf)

Images
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Doreen Rouse Pachel, Yorkton
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions14241

Part Of: Joseph H. Hughes collection

Description Level: Item

Series Number: 3-1997.1

Item Number: 3-1997.1.50

Accession Number: 3-1997

Other Numbers: Hughes #52

GMD: graphic

Date Range: c.1950

Physical Description: 3.5" x 2.5" (b/w)

Physical Condition: Writing on front of photograph

Scope and Content:

Photograph shows a young woman sitting on a porch step holding a baby. A toddler sits on the
step to her right.

Notes: Writing on the front of photograph reads: Doreen Rouse Pachel, Yorkton.
Writing on the back of photograph reads: Doreen Rouse Pachel with
(Billy & Murray)

Name Access: Doreen Rouse Pachel

Subject Access: family portraits

children

women

Storage Location: RG 5 photograph storage drawer

Images
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Grandmothers McGuinness and Darroch
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions14259

Part Of: Fred McGuinness collection

Description Level: Item

Series Number: McG 9

Item Number: 1-2015.279

Accession Number: 1-2015

GMD: graphic

Date Range: [1940s]

Physical Description: 6.75 " x 10" (b/w)

Scope and Content:

Photograph shows two elderly women standing on a porch. These women are likely Fred
McGuinness' paternal (left) and maternal (right) grandmothers, Anna Charlotte GALLAGHER
(b. 19 September 1861/1863/1864 – d. 10 March 1948) and Mary DARROCH (b. 24 May
1861 – d. 18 September 1942), respectively.

Name Access: Darroch family

Mary Darroch

Subject Access: portraits

women

Storage Location: RG 5 photograph storage drawer 2 (hanging photos)

Arrangement:

Funny trunk loose photos

Images

Brandon College/Brandon University Women's Auxiliary fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions14290
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Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds

Description Level: Fonds

Accession Number: 18-2016

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1955-1975

Physical Description: 24 cm of textual records

3 scrapbooks containing newspaper clippings

History /
Biographical:

The Brandon College/Brandon University Women's Auxiliary was founded on February 17,
1955, with the purpose of a) foster[ing] good public relations between the university and the
community, and to stress the importance of Brandon University to Western Manitoba; b) to
gain a better knowledge of the functioning of Brandon University and; c) to improve the
surroundings of the College/University's students and the university at large. They were to hold
four regular meetings per annum, with an annual meeting in April, and one fund-raising tea a
year. The organization raised money through these teas, as well as through receptions, with
the intention of donating to the college/university and surrounding community, contributing to
the furnishing of residences and offices at teh college/ university, as well as facilitating an
annual community visitation day for the public to tour the university. The organization's name
was change from the Brandon College Women's Auxiliary to the Brandon University Women's
Auxiliary along with the renaming of the school itself on July 1, 1967. The organization was
sometimes referred to simply as the Women's Auxiliary.

The Auxiliary was run by an elected President and Board of Executives. Its members, who
were all mothers of Brandon College/Brandon University students, paid an annual membership
fee. Subcommittees within the organization included those in charge of social organization,
membership management, program management, phoning management, press and publicity
management and project management; all of these were fronted by their own individual
leaders from within the members, under the board of executives. The organization ceased
meeting in 1975; the minutes from the final meeting reference difficulties filling executive
offices before a motion was carried to disband.

Custodial History:

Records were created and held by the Brandon College/Brandon University Women's Auxiliary
until their dissolution on October 23, 1975, when a motion was passed to move the records to
the McKee Archives.

Scope and Content:

Fonds consists of records that relate to the organization of and activities coordinated by the
Women's Auxiliary, as well as records detailing the contribution that the organization made to
the university and community of and around Brandon. The records span the entire existence of
the Women's Auxiliary from 1955 to 1975.

Records include meeting minutes, treasurers' statements, financial bookkeeping,
correspondence, a copy of the constitution, records of members, members' addresses and
phone numbers, lists of members' children attending school and their respesctive degree, lists
of council members, event memorabilia, organization letter heads, donation receipts,
newspaper clipplings, advertisements, publicity reports, meeting reports, visitation records,
scrapbooks and scrapbook inventories.

Notes: History/Bio information taken from the records. Description by Kayliegh
Penner (October 2016).
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Name Access: Mrs. R.B. Alexander

Mrs. Cumming

Mrs. R.G. McDiarmid

Mrs. R.K. Leiteh

Mrs. Wesley Nelson

Mrs. Robert Ghidorie

Mrs. Barney Thordarson

Kathleen Thordarson

Mrs. Stuart Craig

Mrs. Doris Hunt

Subject Access: centennial visitation day

women's organizations

Storage Location: 2016 accessions

Related Material: Brandon University photograph collection (Observatory Opening)

Spring 1955 Alumni News (report on the founding of the organization)

Arrangement:

Records are arranged in chronological order in four (4) subseries: 1) treasurer's books; 2)
minute books; 3) textual files; and 4) scrapbooks and miscellany
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Brandon College women's residence students
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions2502

Part Of: Brandon University Photograph Collection

Creator: Photographer: Weekes Studio

Description Level: Item

Series Number: 9

Item Number: BUPC 9.2

GMD: graphic

Date Range: c. 1925

Physical Description: 13.5" x 6.5 (b/w)

Physical Condition: The photograph is in two pieces; the bulk of it is in good condition.

History /
Biographical:

Weekes Studio was located at 115 10th Street and was in operation from c.1925 to c.1931.

Scope and Content:

Photograph of Brandon College Ladies' Residence students taken in front of Clark Hall.

Name Access: Clark Hall

Subject Access: women

class portraits

Storage Range: Oversize drawer 1

Images
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Female students
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions2506

Part Of: Brandon University Photograph Collection

Description Level: Item

Series Number: 9

Item Number: BUPC 9.13

GMD: graphic

Date Range: c. 1928

Physical Description: 7" x 10" (b/w)

Scope and Content:

Photograph was taken on the front lawn and shows nine female students who were either
members of the Class of 1930 or the Class of 1931. L to R: Isabel (Hitchings) Garland, Louis
(Garnet) Young, Mary (Maltman) Haramia, Ruth (Bigham) Alexander, Thelma (Stoodley)
Pallister, Jean (Hutchings) Chase, Van (Hitchings?) Cummings, Kay (Underwood) Pickard,
and Marie (Evans) McDonnell.

Subject Access: women

Storage Range: Oversize drawer 3

Images
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Women of the class of 1946
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions2557

Part Of: Brandon University Photograph Collection

Creator: Photographer: Larry's Studio

Description Level: Item

Series Number: 9

Item Number: BUPC 9.25

GMD: graphic

Date Range: 1946

Physical Description: 7.75" x 9.75" (b/w)

Scope and Content:

Item consists of portraits of the women of Brandon College Class of 1946.

Top Row (L to R): Elizabeth Northcott (Lady Stick), Doreen Clyde, and Christine Coltart.

Bottom Row (L to R): Doreene Fleming, Elaine Campbell, and Elsie Hamilton.

Subject Access: women

Graduation

Storage Range: Oversize drawer 4

Images
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Women on steps of Clark Hall
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions2560

Part Of: Brandon University Photograph Collection

Description Level: Item

Series Number: 9

Item Number: BUPC 9.15a

GMD: graphic

Date Range: [192-?]

Physical Description: 6" x 8" (b/w)

Scope and Content:

Photograph is looking west and shows female students standing on the steps of Clark Hall, the
women's residence.

Notes: BUPC 9.15b is a duplicate.

Name Access: Clark Hall

Subject Access: women

Storage Location: BUPC oversize drawer 3

Storage Range: BUPC oversize drawer 3

Related Material: BUPC 9.15b

Images

A.E. McKenzie Seed Co. Ltd. fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4309

Part Of: RG 3 A.E. McKenzie Company fonds

Description Level: Fonds

GMD: multiple media

Date Range: 1887-1996; predominantly 1910-1974

Physical Description: 7.47 m of textual records
500 photographs

History /
Biographical:

The A.E. McKenzie Seed Co. Ltd. originated with the McKenzie family Flour, Grain and Seed
business, started by F. B. McKenzie in the early 1880's. When F. B. McKenzie passed away in
1896, his son, Albert Edward McKenzie, assumed control of the company, and renamed it The
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Brandon Seed House. With its main office and plant in Brandon, Manitoba, the company
specialized in the production and sale of field seeds and service exclusively to seed buyers in
the prairie provinces and British Columbia. In later years, a complete line of products including
garden seeds, lawn grass, and other allied lines was developed for sale across Canada.

In 1906, the company underwent a change of name when A. E. delete determined that the
growth of the country demanded a larger seed institute than could be managed by one man.
As a result, the company was incorporated under provincial statutes and the federal Joint
Stock Companies Act as A. E. McKenzie Seed Co. Ltd., and new personnel were hired.

Under the Joint Stock Companies Act, A.E. McKenzie Seed Co. Ltd. was required to elect a
Board of Directors of not less than three, and not more than nine individuals. Only shareholders
of the company were eligible for election, and election was to take place yearly with each
shareholder entitled to as many votes as shares owned in the company. The Act also dictated
that the directors were, from time to time, to elect from among themselves, a president of the
company. They were also able to appoint and remove all other officers of the company and to
create company by-laws. The directors were not obliged to pay any dividend on shares if the
company should became insolvent. Under the Act, the stock of the company was deemed a
personal estate and was only transferable as such. In addition, the company could acquire,
hold, and transfer real estate, and was required to submit annual statements.

A. E. McKenzie was elected President of the newly constituted company. For the memaninder
of his natural life he remained in this position and supervised the operation of the company. S.
A. Bradford, who was given responsibility for various company departments, filled the position
of General Manager. H. L. Patmore became the Vice-President, overseeing the nursery
business, while W. A. McCracken was put in charge of the warehouse stock, and shipping
department. McCracken also supervised the mail order department.

The Company was intially comprised of three divisions: The Brandon Seed House, Brandon
Nurseries, and Brandon Greenhouses. Each division was registered under Dominion Patents.
Later, the company was divided into Retail Mail Order, Wholesale and Commission Packet
Trade divisions. It also undertook some export business.

By registering the divisions of the company under under federal legislation affecting
trademarks and industrial designs, McKenzie and the Board,were able to register both the
company’s trademarks and to protect the company’s industrial techniques. Thet company
could thus patent the methods and processes of its operations so that no other individual or
business could duplicate them.

Located at 30 9th Street, the head office and plant of A.E. McKenzie Seed Co. Ltd. housed all
the facilities and staff of the company, with the exception of the regional sales offices and
warehouses. The business of the A. E. McKenzie Co. Ltd. was conducted from a frame
warehouse until the current McKenzie building was constructed on the same site after a fire
destroyed the original premises. Designed by architect Thomas Sinclair, and built by the
Brandon Construction Company, the new building opened in 1911. In time, The A. E.
McKenzie Co. Ltd. came to be known as Western Canada's Greatest Seed House.

During the 1930's, before a new building was erected in 1945, the A. E. McKenzie Co.
occupied space at five different locations in Brandon, including the Massey Harris Building, the
International Harvester Building and the Security Building. The last of these premises was
destroyed by fire in 1972. As a result of its proximity to the Security Building, the main
McKenzie Building also suffered heavy fire and water damage. A. E.
McKenzie Co. Ltd. also utilized a warehouse on the north side of Pacific Avenue alongside the
Canadian Pacific Railway tracks between 5th and 6th streets. This building and its contents
were destroyed by fire (1946). In May of 1949, the company purchased and erected a Quonset
structure on the west side of 15th Street between Rosser and Pacific Avenues.
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In 1908, the first branch of the A. E. McKenzie Seed Co. Ltd. was established at Calgary. In the
following sixteen years, additional branches were established in Edmonton and Saskatoon
(1923), Moose Jaw, Toronto (1934) and Winnipeg (1935). Both the Edmonton and Saskatoon
branches were seasonal, operating for a four-month period, March to June inclusive. Business
in the Maritime Provinces of Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick further
extended the company's operations by the mid 1940's. In 1946, the company purchased
property in Gilbert Plains, Manitoba, 120 miles north of Brandon. This purchase enabled the
company to handle larger quantities of Sweet Clover, a popular crop that was grown in the
surrounding area. Additional offices were opened in Vancouver and Quebec City in rented
premises by the early 1960's.

In the years 1944-1945, the McKenzie Foundation was created. Through the Foundation,
arrangements were put in place to transfer shares of the company to the Manitoba Government
for the benefit of higher education, specifically Brandon College. In return for this gift, which
included 90% of all capital resources of the company together with all of the income earned
each year, except for the amount retained annually to ensure sufficient operating capital, the
A.E. McKenzie Co. Ltd. received exemption from paying Corporate Tax.

Prior to the establishment of the McKenzie Foundation, in 1945, the National Trust for the
benefit of the College held the shares of McKenzie Seeds. On April 7, 1945 the Manitoba
Legislature passed legislation whereby A. E. McKenzie retained effective management control
of his company, but 1031 shares out of 1145 issued shares were gifted to the Provincial
Government. In return, the government agreed that all financial benefits from the shares would
go to Brandon College through the A. E. McKenzie Foundation. When Mr. McKenzie passed
away in 1964, the primary responsibility of appointing the Board of Directors for McKenzie
Seeds passed to the Provincial government.

The remaining 114 shares of the Company were turned over to the Crown on July 16, 1975 in
accordance with an agreement between Brandon University, A. E. McKenzie Co. Ltd. and the
Manitoba government. The same agreement also turned the McKenzie Foundation over to
Brandon University. Therefore, since 1975 the crown has held all shares of the McKenzie Co.
through the Province of Manitoba.

A.E. McKenzie died on September 25, 1964 at the age of 94 and was succeeded as
President of the company by J. Lasby Lowes. When Mr. Lowes retired in 1968, A. R. Swanson
was appointed by the government to fill the position and was responsible for all operations of
the company under a Board of Directors comprised mainly of appointees of the government. It
has proven impossible to establish a complete list of those individuals who held the positions
of President/General Manager of McKenzie Seeds after 1964. A partial account is as follows:
Anthony J. Maruca became President of A. E. McKenzie Co. Ltd. in 1972. In 1975, the Board
of Directors appointed William Moore General Manager, creating a new position to relieve the
President of the company from management of plant operations. At the same time, Pat
Kelleher was named new interim President. Following the resignation of Kelleher, William
Moore assumed the role of President as well. Moore left the company in the early 1980s. He
was later convicted of criminal misconduct as President of the company. Keith Guelpa
became President/General Manager in the mid 1980's; Raymond West was his successor.

Beginning in 1969, the A. E. McKenzie Seed Co. Ltd. began phasing out the Field Seed
division of their company, including business related to forage crops and cereals. Seed
cleaning equipment located in Brandon and and the company’s Calgary and Toronto cleaning
plants was sold. The Company concentration its resources on the production and sale of
vegetable and flower seeds, and lawn and turf grasses. It acted as a wholesaler and
conducted business through chain stores, grocery, hardware and general stores.

Late in 1971, A. E. McKenzie Co. Ltd. purchased its largest competition in packaged seeds -
Steele Briggs Seed Co. from Maple Leaf Mills Inc. for two million dollars. At the time of the
acquisition the company changed its name to A. E. McKenzie Co. - Steele Briggs Seeds, in
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acquisition the company changed its name to A. E. McKenzie Co. - Steele Briggs Seeds, in
order to benefit from the favorable reputation held by Steele Briggs Seeds across Canada. In
the early 1970s, the acquisition of Brett-Young Seeds Ltd., a Winnipeg company that dealt
exclusively in the production and sale of field seed, brought the A. E. McKenzie Co. back into
the field seed market.

In 1994 the Manitoba Government sold the A.E. McKenzie Seed Co. Ltd. to Regal Greetings
and Gifts, Canada's largest non-retail mail-order catalogue company, which is owned by MDC
Corporation of Toronto.

In 2001, McKenzie Seeds is Canada's leading supplier of packaged seeds and related
gardening products. It is divided into a Retail Consumer Products division which features well
known seed brands including McKenzie Seeds, Pike Seeds and Thompson & Morgan Seeds
from England. As well, this division also carries a complete range of lawn seeds and
perishables. It also continues to ship the seed racks invented by A.E. McKenzie to numerous
retail stores. The second division, Direct Mail, consists of the McFayden and McConnell
catalogues which reach over 500,000 Canadian homes each year.

Custodial History:

Following the sale of the A.E. McKenzie Seed Co. Ltd. to Regal Greetings and Gifts, the
records of McKenzie Seeds and its subsidiaries were retained in the McKenzie Plant on 9th
Street. In April of 1997, the records were transferred to the McKee Archives at Brandon
University. Because the company was a crown corporation, the records of McKenzie Seeds
belonged to the Province of Manitoba and might have been placed in the Provincial Archives.
However, Provincial Archivist Gordon Dodds permitted the retention of the records in Brandon
at the S. J. McKee Archives. The minutes of the Board of Directors, previously transferred to
the Provincial Archives, remain in Winnipeg. Until 1960 these minutes, by-laws of the
Company, and the letters patent of incorporation (April 7, 1906) were in the possession of the
Company's lawyers, Johnson, Garson, Forrester, Davidson, & Steen.

Scope and Content:

The fonds consists of textual records, photographs and artifacts from A.E. McKenzie Seed Co.
Ltd. The textual records include minutes, documents, financial records, administrative records,
by-laws, legal records, catalogues, sales literature, seed packets, newspaper clippings,
appraisals, publications, scrapbooks and miscellaneous sections.

In addition, some of the records within the fonds relate to the operations of McKenzie
subsidiaries -- Brett-Young Seeds, Steele-Briggs Seeds, Pike & Co. and McFayden Seeds --
and various properties owned by McKenzie Seeds.

Fonds contains approximately 500 photographs. These depict the operations and employees
of McKenzie Seeds and the seed industry in general. Artifacts contained in the fonds include
blueprints, newspaper clippings, copper printing plates, seed bags and plaques.

Fonds also includes an artificially created series of records dealing with Brandon College Inc.,
the A.E. McKenzie Foundation, the Brandon Allied Arts Council and the Brandon Board of
Trade. These records stand outside the provenance of the McKenzie Seed Co.

Of particular interest within the textual records are the transcripts of various features of the
company's history as dictated, researched and recalled by its second President/General
Manager, J. Lasby Lowes. The fonds also contains a collection of company catalogue which is
almost complete. Outside of the seed industry, the records dealing with both Brandon College
Inc. and the McKenzie Foundation are significant records relating to the history of Brandon
College/University and the City of Brandon.

Notes: Description written by Christy Henry (2001).
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Name Access: A.E. McKenzie

J. Lasby Lowes

Irene Cullen

Joseph Airey

Alan R. Mundie

Sandy Black

Brett-Young Seeds/Sabetha

McFayden Seeds

Steele-Briggs Seed Co

Pike & Co

Davidson & Gowen

Davidson Studio

Frank Gowen

Dean Photo Service

Jerrett's Photo-Art Studio/Jerrett's Photo Service

Crawford Drug Store

Leech Printing Ltd

Eastman Photographic Materials Ltd

Subject Access: Seed Industry

Seed Catalogues

Brandon Business

Seed Photographs

Brandon Photographs

Seed Packets

Agriculture

Women Workers

Labour Relations

A.E. McKenzie

J. Lasby Lowes

A.R. Swanson

William Moore

Anthony J. Maruca

Pat Kelleher

Keith Guelpa

Raymond West

Brett-Young Seeds

Sabetha

Steele Briggs Seed Co

Pike & Co

McFayden Seeds

Seed Marketing Co

Brandon Board of Trade

Brandon Allied Arts Council

McKenzie Foundation

Regal Greetings and Gifts
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Repro Restriction: Because the A.E. McKenzie Seed Co. Ltd. was a crown corporation, the
records in the fonds are subject to the Freedom of Information and
Protection of Privacy Act (FIPPA).

Storage Location: RG 3 A.E. McKenzie Company fonds

Related Material: Additional records regarding A.E. McKenzie Seed Co. Ltd. are housed
at the Provincial Archives of Manitoba. In order to gain access to these
records it is necessary to contact the Archives of Manitoba.

Arrangement:

RG 3 A.E. McKenzie Seed Co. Ltd. Fonds

McS 1 Board of Directors
1.1 Documents
1.2 Minutes/Meetings
1.3 Management Consultant Reports
1.4 Miscellaneous
1.5 Financial Records

McS 2 Office of the President/General Manager
2.1 A.E. McKenzie
2.2 J. Lasby Lowes
2.3 Comptroller
2.4 Properties
2.5 Marketing
2.6 Reference Library
2.7 Miscellaneous Publications/Correspondence

McS 3 Acquisitions
3.1 Brett-Young Seeds/Sabetha
3.2 Steele-Briggs Seed Co.
3.3 Pike & Co.
3.4 McFayden Seeds

McS 4 Seed Marketing Co.

McS 5 Photographs
5.1 McKenzie Seed Co. Ltd. Executives
5.2 Construction at McKenzie Seed Co. Brandon (two files)
5.3 Exterior Photographs of the A. E. McKenzie Co. Building
5.4 McKenzie Seed Co. Plant Operations and Workers (2 files)
5.5 McKenzie Seed Co. Equipment and Plant - Head Office 1983
5.6 McKenzie Seed Co. Field Operations and Workers
5.7 McKenzie Seed Co. Strike 1944
5.8 Fires at McKenzie Seed Co. 1910, 1945, 1972
5.9 McKenzie Seed Co. Centennial Exhibition 1996
5.10 Miscellaneous McKenzie Seed Co. Photographs
5.11 People Connected to McKenzie Seed Co.
5.12 Princess Anne's Visit to McKenzie Seed Co. 1982
5.13 Onion Set Production Book
5.14 Irene Cullen Photographs - McKenzie Seeds Employee Photos
5.15 Josiph Airey Photographs - McKenzie Product Photos
5.16 Alan R. Mundie Seed Production Photographs
5.17 Steele Robertson/Steele Briggs Seeds Photographs
5.18 Seed Packet Display Units Photographs
5.19 Product Photographs
5.20 Parade Photographs
5.21 Oversized Photographs
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5.21 Oversized Photographs
5.21.1 Drawer #1: Executive Photographs
5.21.2 Drawer #2: Office and Equipment/Plant Photographs
5.21.3 Drawer #3: Miscellaneous Oversized Photographs
5.21.4 Drawer #4: Artifacts

McS 6 Miscellaneous
6.1 Centennial Exhibition
6.2 Miscellaneous Publications
6.3 Scrapbooks

MG 1 A.E. McKenzie Fonds
1.1 Brandon College Inc.
1.2 McKenzie Foundation
1.3 Brandon Allied Arts Council
1.4 Brandon Board of Trade
1.5 Miscellaneous
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