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Fred McGuinness collection
ltem

McG 9

1-2015.114

1-2015

graphic

1941-1942

2.5"x3" (b/w)

On 23 September 1940, McGuinness was seriously injured in a naval accident when his ship
ran aground; McGuinness’ leg was broken when the ship’s tow cable snapped and he spent
the next 11 months convalescing at Camp Hill Hospital in Halifax, Nova Scotia. While in
hospital McGuinness contracted scarlet fever and diphtheria and developed osteomyelitis as a
complication of his femur facture. McGuinness returned to Winnipeg to continue his
convalescence at Deer Lodge Hospital and was ultimately discharged from the navy in 1941.

Scope and Content:

Photograph shows Fred McGuinness in traction in a hospital bed, possibly at Camp Hill

Hospital.
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Hubert Weidenhamer collection
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Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection
Description Level: Collection
Accession Number:  6-2011
GMD: multiple media
Date Range: April 11, 1943 - July 4, 1945
Physical Description: 4 cm textual records (48 letters)
2 photographs
press clippings and several facimiles
Physical Condition: Good
History /
Biographical:
Hubert Clayton Weidenhamer was born near Dand, Manitoba in 1926. He was raised in Dand
and attended school in the Dand Consolidated School District. Weidenhamer enlisted in the
Canadian Army in 1943. He became a member of the Priness Patricia's Canadian Light
Infantry. Following training in Canada and England Weidenhamer was sent to Italy. He was
badly wounded in battle in mid-September and died of his injuries in November 1944 at age
21. He was buried in the Ancona Military Cemetery, Ancona ltaly.

Custodial History:

These records were in the possession of Bea Chapin (née Weidenhamer) following their
creation in the 1940s until they were donated to the S. J. McKee Archives in January 2011.
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Scope and Content:

Collection consists of correspondence from Hubert Clayton Weidenhamer to his sister Bea.
The letters begin in the spring of 1943. Weidenhamer had enlisted in the Canadian Army in
January 1943. His letters detail his induction into miltary life in Fort Garry, Winnipeg and his
training experience in Canada, principally at Camp Ipperwash, Lambton County, Ontario. He
relates his experience of travels on leave to Detriot. Weidenhamer left Canada from Halifax in
late 1943 and arrived in Great Britain in December for additional military training. In England,
maintaining his morale, waiting for deployment, and coming to terms with British currency were
challenges. Transferred to the Princess Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry, Weidenhamer was
deployed to ltaly in March 1944. The letters dating from March 1944 to September relate in
oblique fashion his's experience of military life on the Italian frontier as the Canadian Army
fought its way north - "hard fighting" - and the impact of the war on Italian cities and the
countryside. He was "proud" of his conduct in action. Weidenhamer's last letter is dated
September 11, 1944.

Collection also includes correspondence on Weidenhamer's behalf from his military Chaplin;
two press clippings dealing with his military career, and several facimiles of telegrams and
correspondence from the Canadian government officials related to Weidenhamer's death and
burial in ltaly.

Notes: Description by Tom Mitchell.

Name Access: Princess Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry

Camp Ipperwash

Princess Pat's

Subject Access: World War Il

Second World War
military service
military personnel

ltalian theatre

Storage Location: 2011 accessions
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