
S. J. McKee Archives

Toal Commission
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions14289

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Fonds

Accession Number: 3-2013

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1971-1972

Physical Description: 24 cm textual records

Material Details: Photocopies of originals

History /
Biographical:

The Toal Commission was a Commission of Inquiry conducted by James Toal at the Prince
Edward Hotel in Brandon,MB from 1971-1972. The purpose of this inquiry was to investigage
a report published by the Brandon Police Department entitled, "Problem Metis Families, City
of Brandon," as well as allegations of police harassment in the City of Brandon from January 1,
1970, onward. The report was prepared by the Brandon Police Department following a petition
submitted to Mayor Wilton. The petition, signed by approximately thirty residents of Brandon's
East End, requested that the city prohibit the sale of homes in their neighborhood to Native
families. A copy of the report was obtained by the Brandon Sun, which generated a
considerable public response that resulted in the investigation in question.

Custodial History:

Records were ordered from the Archives of Manitoba by Brandon University Archivist Tom
Mitchell and Brandon University history professor Jim Naylor in 2013.

Scope and Content:

Fonds consists of records created over the course of the Toal Commission. It includes copies
of verbatim transcripts of the Toal Commission hearings, as well as a commission of inquiry, a
report on the commission, and indexes, which list the witnesses and evidence presented for
each day of the hearings.

Notes: Description by Jason Dooley (October 2016).

Name Access: James Toal

City of Brandon

Brandon Police Department

Brandon Sun

City of Winnipeg

Prince Edward Hotel

J.S. Walker

K.P. Regier

Chief Constable D.A. McNamee

Inspector L. White

Constable Keith Yorke

John Richard Bell

Alan Ross
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Alan Ross

John Langston Tyman

Mayor W.H.K. Wilton

R.G. Lagimodiere

Edith May Bryan

C.W. Gordon

Mr. Houle

Archie Joseph Nabess

The Canadian Native Justice League

Manitoba Indian Brotherhood

Andy Moir

Brandon Friendship Center

Indian Affairs Department

Keystone Center

Mr. Meighen

Ronald Stoney

Thomas Stoney

Henry Hunter

Marie Hunter

Sharon Pompana

Edgar Lee Pompana

Howard Clyde Sandy

Sanderson family

Lorna Esther Wright

Dorothy Sarah Watt

Wayne James Clifford Desjarlais

Elizabeth Edith Oudie

Mary Wilma Wasicuna

Beulah Faye Langford

P. Schacter

Donald James McKay

Leo John Wayne Porter

Isobel Grasby

Gladys Pasche

Harold Weitman

George Munroe

Dorothy Betz

Roger Obansawin

Peter Whitecloud

Dr. Adam Cuthand

Kenneth Neil McCaskill

Rene Joseph Houle

Carole Diane Lavalle

Brian Norman Otis

IMPACTE

Indian Metis Project for Careers Through Teacher Education
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Indian Metis Project for Careers Through Teacher Education

Walter David Dennehardt

George Melvin Fleury

Frank Elding Price

Dr. Samuel W. Corrigan

Ruth McRae

Eddie Gosnold

William Wolski

Beth Cale

Clarence C. Mitchell

Ragnar B. Nygaard

Mrs. R. Nygaard

Marlene Brichon

Joseph A. Farion

Calvin Gerry

Helen Bell

Kenneth Bell

Angus Spence

J.W. Potter

Donald Pratt

Henry Carroll

Subject Access: Aboriginals

First Nations

Metis

race relations

government commissions

indiginous peoples

Storage Location: 2013 accessions

Related Material: Toal Commission Review - F.C. Muldoon Commissioner - Review the
Toal Commission's conclusions - review report (handwritten and typed
copy), notes on testimonies and correspondence, Library and Archives
Canada Inventory no. 6822 Finding aid no. MSS2374

Toal Commission - Archives of Manitoba

John Langston Tyman fonds (70-1997 & 9-2001)

Audrey Silvius collection (21-2000)

Audrey Silvius collection
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4841

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 21-2000

GMD: multiple media

Date Range: 1959-1988; predominant 1963-1974



S. J. McKee Archives p. 3

http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Walter+David+Dennehardt%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22George+Melvin+Fleury%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Frank+Elding+Price%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Dr.+Samuel+W.+Corrigan%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Ruth+McRae%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Eddie+Gosnold%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22William+Wolski%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Beth+Cale%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Clarence+C.+Mitchell%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Ragnar+B.+Nygaard%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Mrs.+R.+Nygaard%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Marlene+Brichon%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Joseph+A.+Farion%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Calvin+Gerry%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Helen+Bell%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Kenneth+Bell%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Angus+Spence%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22J.W.+Potter%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Donald+Pratt%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Henry+Carroll%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22Aboriginals%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22First+Nations%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22Metis%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22race+relations%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22government+commissions%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22indiginous+peoples%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/#
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4841
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=setName%3a%22RG+5+Western+Manitoba+Manuscript+Collection%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=objectType%3a%22multiple+media%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc


Physical Description: 19 cm textual records; 4 photographs; 1 drawing

History /
Biographical:

Born on February 10, 1924, in Elgin, Manitoba, Audrey Ellen Silvius (nee Honeyman) was
raised in Fairfax, Manitoba on the Honeyman homestead. In 1964, she received her Indian
name, Blue Star. Silvius completed her high school education in Fairfax before moving to
Winnipeg in 1943, to earn her Nursing degree from Grace Hospital. She later completed her
post-graduate degree in Psychiatric Nursing at the Brandon Mental Health Centre. Married to
Merritt W. Silvius, Audrey Silvius raised four children, David, Kay, Lorna (Downie) and Gail
(Campos) while working in her chosen field. In addition to her family and her career, she was
also involved with the Brandon Council of Women and the United Church in Brandon. Silvius
was the first executive director of the Brandon Indian-Metis Friendship Centre, a founding
member of the local branches of the Marquis Project and Amnesty International and initiated a
project called Tools for Peace. She was also involved in various other peace and human rights
organizations. In 1987, she received the Order of the Buffalo Hunt from the Province of
Manitoba in recognition of her work relating to women’s issues. In 1992, she was awarded a
Confederation medal for community service.

Custodial History:

The records found within the collection were collected by Audrey Silvius from a number of
people, including Jean Halliday, Grace Godmaire and Norma Walmsley, involved in various
projects with her throughout the years. Prior to their donation to the McKee Archives at
Brandon University in October and November 2000, the records were stored at Mrs. Silvius’
home.

Scope and Content:

Collection consists of meeting minutes, agendas, speeches, correspondence, newsletters,
brochures, written publications and newspaper clippings. Four photographs and one pencil
drawing are also included within the collection.

The records deal with the creation, activities, and history of the Brandon Indian-Metis
Friendship Centre, as well as the activities of its Board of Directors. In addition, materials
located within the collection can be divided into two areas: (1) those that relate to various
organizations associated with the Friendship Centre itself, such as the Council of Christians
and Jews and the Brandon Council of Women; (2) materials related to projects of important
individuals involved with the Friendship Centre, such as the South Western Manitoba
Recreation Council and the 4F Club of Minnedosa. Other records deal with general aboriginal
issues in Canada during the time frame of the Audrey Silvius collection.

Notes: CAIN No. 202607. Description by Christy Henry (2000).

Subject Access: Council of Christians and Jews

Brandon Council of Women

4F Club

Brandon Indian-Metis Friendship Centre

cross cultural relations

Aboriginal issues

community development

Storage Location: 2000 accessions

Storage Range: 2000 accessions
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Arrangement:

The collection is divided into ten (10) series:

1. The Brandon Indian-Metis Friendship Centre
2. The Scout – Friendship Centre newsletter
3. The Brandon Council of Women
4. Council of Christians and Jews
5. Aboriginal Glee Club/Dancers
6. The South Western Manitoba Recreation Council
7. 4F Club of Minnedosa
8. Miscellaneous Publications related to Aboriginal Issues
9. Miscellaneous Newspaper Clippings related to Aboriginal Issues
10. Photographs and pencil drawing

J.C. Cousins fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions5137

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 26-2007

GMD: multiple media

Date Range: pre-1881settlement era - 1940s

Physical Description: 6 cm

Physical Condition: Generally good, but tattered in some places.

History /
Biographical:

John C. Cousins was the son of Thomas Cousins (b. August 17, 1882 in Truro, Nova Scotia -
d. March 5, 1914) and Mary Margaret Craig (b. April 14, 1824 - d. April 25, 1903). He married
Eunice Eliza Nixon from London Township, County of Middlesex, Ontario. Together they had
three children: Eunice M., Eric O. and Kathleen. J.C. Cousins was Reeve of the Rural
Municipality of Daly from 1905 to 1910 and Assessor for the Town of Rivers from 1931-1938.

Custodial History:

Record was accessioned in 2007 by the McKee Archives. Prior custodial history unknown.

Scope and Content:

This document is a rambling memoir of John C. Cousins' recollections of life in the Rural
Municipality of Daly from the settlement era in the early 1880s, through to the 1940s. He
touches on various themes, including: his family history; the activities of the R.M. of Daly and
his role as Reeve; the history of school districts in the municipality (lists names of first teachers
and early students); the history of churches in the municipality; tragedies in the municipality;
lists members of the Council of the municipality for the years 1885-1946; and the devastating
impact of the Spanish Influenza on Aboriginal people in the municipality.

In addition, the memoir includes documentary records, such as minutes and copies of letters.
There are also many photographs of both events and individuals (virtually all of the
photographs are labelled and names are provided). The memoir goes beyond a simple
recounting of facts. Cousins is discursive and thoughtful, often making references to
developments happening in other parts of North America and Canada. There is also a link to
the Maritimes, from which his family originated.

Notes: Description by Christy Henry and Tom Mitchell.
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Subject Access: Pendennis

Rivers

Manitoba

Harrow school

Mayne School Distritct

Hunter School District No. 571

Poplar Hill school

Tarbolton School District

Wheatland School District

Westwood School District

Bradwardine School District

Ancrum or Wellwood School District

Spring Valley School District

Aetna School District

Robinville School District

Oakleigh school

Lothian School District

Rivers School District

Storage Location: 2007 accessions

Storage Range: 2007 accessions
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