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History /
Biographical:

Dr. Whidden was born in Antigonish, Nova Scotia in 1871. He graduated from the Department
of Arts at Acadia. In 1894, he was part of the graduating class in Theology at McMaster
University. After graduation, Whidden was a pastor in Morden, Manitoba and Galt, Ontario.
From 1900-1903 he was Professor of Biblical Literature and English at Brandon College. In
1904, Whidden left Canada to become pastor at the First Baptist Church in Dayton, Ohio.
After the retirement of Dr. McDiarmid in 1912, Dr. Whidden was asked to return to Canada to
take over the position of President of Brandon College. Dr. Whidden, his wife, and their six
children, Charles, Gwen, Evan, Reginald, Bruce and Howard returned to Brandon, where Dr.
Whidden became the College’s second President. In 1917, Dr. Whidden ran as the Union
Government candidate. He won the election, and in 1918 took his position in the House of
Commons. Dr. Whidden remained Brandon College President until his retirementin 1923. In
1923, he assumed the position of Chancellor of McMaster University. He retired from the
Chancellorship in 1941.

Scope and Content:

Dr. Whidden'’s papers include substantial correspondence dealing with Baptist fundraising
efforts for the college. There is also a great deal of correspondence to students from the
Registrar and Bursar. Board of Director Meeting minutes are also included. The collection
covers the World War | situation, and how it affected Brandon College. The 1917 electionis
documented. There are tenders and correspondence between Dr. Whidden and the architects
who designed the Science Building. There is also correspondence dealing with the MacNeill
controversy in the early 1920’s.
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