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History /
Biographical:

ALEXANDER MACPHAIL (14 July 1900 - 29 July 1986)

Alex was born in Vista, MB on July 14, 1900, son of John and Catherine MacPhail. He married
Florence Turner (d. 1977) at Winnipeg on December 22, 1948 and together they farmed the
family farm at Vista. In 1965 they purchased a house in Shoal Lake but continued to farm in
Vista until Alex's retirement in 1973, when he sold the farm.

Alex was involved in the 4-H Club at Vista and was a member of the Grain Growers
Association. He was also very interested in Wildlife Conservation, an interest which led him to
donate a 1/4 section of land to them. Alex also started a museum in Shoal Lake, which in time
he turned over to the Village. He was a school trustee for Islay School Board at Vista from
1937-1939 and took the position of Chairman from 1939, until the school closed on 1968.
During his years of farming he was a registed Seed Grower and in 1957 was awarded the
Robertson Certificate. As a hobby he was a beekeeper. Alexander MacMillan MacPhail
passed away at the Shoal Lake-Strathclair Health Centre on Tuesday, July 29, 1986 at the age
of 86 years.

MARION (MACPHAIL) MCCORMACK (1903 - 10 February 1988)

Marion attended Islay School and Rosburn Collegiate. Upon graduation, she attended
Manitoba Normal School, and became a teacher. She worked at Perth, Islay (1927-1934),
Plumas, Strathclair and Minnedosa.

She met and married Coll McCormack (d. 1973) in 1952, and they lived in Minnedosa. She
retired from teaching in 1967. Marion McCormack passed away on February 10, 1988.

IAIN MACPHAIL (1912-1937)

Iain MacPhail was born in Vista, MB in 1912. During the years that he was attending high
school, he took a keen interest in farming. After he completed his Grande XII, some of the farm
projects were expanded, including bee keeping. It was while attending a Bee-Keepers Course
at the University of Manitoba that Iain took ill and passed away in 1937.

JOHN ARMSTRONG (6 May 1930 - 21 June 2005)

John Armstrong was born May 6, 1930, the second son of Kate (McKinnon) and William
Armstrong. He attended Perth school for his elementary grades, then Vista and Rossburn
where he finished high school. John farmed with his dad and brother Hugh, except for one year
of permit teaching on the Daupin River Reserve, which was accessible by canoe.

John lived at home with his parents and cared for them until his dad's passing in 1972 and his
mother's in 1982. At one time John was a leader of the 4-H Seed Club and was able to help
members with his weed and plant identification skills. He did some secretarial work for 4-H
and the Argyle Presbyterian Church. John William Armstrong of Rossburn passed away June
21, 2005 at the Shoal Lake-Strathclair Health Centre.

Custodial History:

The records in this collection were accumulated in the residence of Alexander MacPhail from
various family members. The materials were discovered in the attic of MacPhail's house on the
MacPhail land in Vista, MB in 2005. Subsequently they were given to Gerald R. Brown by the
family living in the MacPhail house. They resided in Brown's home until their donation to the
McKee Archives in September 2006.
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Scope and Content:

The collection consists of teaching materials and textbooks used by members of the MacPhail
family - Alex, Marion and Iain. It has been divided into two sub-series, including: (1) Textbooks;
and (2) Teaching materials.

Notes: Biographical notes were written by Gerald R. Brown and were taken from
his "Vista Tales . . . from Islay School District No. 733 in Vista, Manitoba."
Description by Christy Henry.

Name Access: Alexander MacPhail

Marion MacPhail

Marion McCormack

Iain MacPhail

John Armstrong

Manitoba Normal School

Storage Location: 2006 accessions

Storage Range: 2006 accessions

Related Material: Gerald R. Brown fonds (MG 2 Brandon College Students, 2.2 Gerald R.
Brown).
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