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History /
Biographical:

EARLE PHILIP FORSHAW

Earle Forshaw was born in Brandon, Manitoba, on 26 September 1927. His mother, Maud
Ethel Forshaw née Hicklings/Hickling (b. 07 April 1901 – d. 26 October 1927) died one month
after Earle’s birth at the age of 26 years. His father, Arthur Hugh Forshaw, married Gertrude
Ethel Fallis two years later and the family would move to Winnipeg in 1932/33.

In 1944, Earle Forshaw graduated from Gordon Bell High School in Winnipeg, Manitoba. He
worked as a meatpacker with Swift Canada, a subsidiary of Swift Meatpacking Company,
Chicago. Earle remained with the company until his retirement in 1984, by which time he was a
branch manager of the Swift branch in Ottawa, Ontario. Earle moved back to Manitoba in
1985, first living in Winnipeg before settling in the resort community of Matlock, situated in the
southernmost part of the Village of Dunnottar on the southwestern shore of Lake Winnipeg.

Earle Forshaw was married three times. He married Elizabeth “Betty” Anne Hamilton on 05
May 1951 in Winnipeg, Manitoba. They had one son, Tom. The Winnipeg Free Press
published the couple’s divorce decree on 21 December 1970. Earle married Margaret Clara
Veale née Cousins (b. 19 August 1928, Winnipeg – d. 10 September 1998) that same year.
They would remain married until Margaret’s cancer-related death in 1998. The following year,
Earle married Joyce Wilson née Mutton in Ontario on 28 December 1999. They currently
reside in Matlock, Manitoba.

Like his father and grandfather, Earle Philip Forshaw is a Free Mason. He received a 33rd
degree membership in the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Right (honorary degree), a position
he has held for more than 50 years. Earle has received two medals from the Free Mason’s for
his half century of service to the society. Earle is also a Shriner and a member of the Royal
Order of Scotland.

ARTHUR HUGH FORSHAW

Arthur Hugh “Hughie” Forshaw (b. 09 July 1899, Lancashire, England – d. 02 June 1976,
Winnipeg) enlisted with the Canadian Expeditionary Force Overseas 181st Battalion on 21
March 1916 in Brandon, Manitoba. Although he claimed to be 18 years old at the time of
enlistment,* his attestation papers stated he was not to head overseas until he was 19 years of
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enlistment,* his attestation papers stated he was not to head overseas until he was 19 years of
age.

*It appears Pte. Forshaw may have lied about his age when he enlisted. According to the
Lancashire Anglican Parish Registers (Preston, England), Arthur Hugh Forshaw was born 09
July 1899 in the Skelmersdale Parish in Lancashire, England, not on 02 June 1898 as stated
on his attestation papers.

At the time of enlistment, Hugh lived with his family in Brandon, Manitoba, residing at 126 –
22nd Street. The 1916 Canadian Census lists his father, John, as a carpenter who had
immigrated to Canada in 1905. Arthur and his mother, Sarah Forshaw née Edden, immigrated
the following year and the Forshaw’s would have at least three more children, Rohda/Rhoda
Elizabeth (b. 27 June 1908), Phylip/Philip Roy (b. 24 January 1911), and Irene Margaret (b.
1916).

After the war, Henderson’s Brandon City Directories list Arthur Hugh as a clerk at the Union
Bank of Canada in Brandon. By 1925, Hugh was working as a clerk with Imperial Oil.
According to his obituary, he would remain with the company for 37 years; he was a supervisor
before retiring in 1960.

Hugh married Maud Ethel Hickling (b. 07 April 1901 – d. 26 October 1927) in Brandon,
Manitoba on 22 November 1922. The couple had two sons, John “Jack” Hugh (b. 05 May
1923, Brandon – d. 17 May 1962, Winnipeg) and Earle Phillip, (b. 26 September 1927,
Brandon). A month after Earle’s birth, Maud passed away at the age of 26 and was interred in
the Brandon Municipal Cemetery.

Hugh remarried on 10 August 1929 to Gertrude Ethel Fallis (b. 14 July 1908, R.M. Glenwood –
d. 04 July 1994, Winnipeg) in Glenwood, Manitoba. The family moved to Winnipeg in 1933,
where Hugh and his wife settled.

Hugh, like his father John, was a member of the Free Mason’s society and became a 32nd
degree mason. He was a member of the Capitol Lodge AF and AM GRM No.136 and the
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Right of Free Masonry Khartum Shrine Temple. He was also
one of the five original members of the Khartum Shrine Orchestra.

Arthur “Hughie” Hugh Forshaw passed away on 02 June 1976 in Winnipeg, Manitoba, at the
age of 76 years. He is interred alongside his second wife Gertrude in the Thomson in the Park
Cemetery, Winnipeg.

Custodial History:

Records in this collection were in the possession of Earle and Joyce Forshaw before they
were submitted to local historian Jack Stothard. Stothard, in turn, donated the materials to the
SJ McKee Archives in 2012. The Archives accessioned the records in 2013.
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Scope and Content:

The collection consists of two books/folios and three photographs (copies). The two
folios/books are pictorial works about early Brandon, Manitoba. One book, The Illustrated
Souvenir of Brandon, is published by W.W. Warner (Brandon, Manitoba).

The second folio/book, Brandon Manitoba: The Wheat City, is published by Christies
Bookstore, [circa 1907]. Photographs in this folio/book include: Rosser Avenue [facing east];
Brandon College and Lorne Avenue; Manitoba Winter Fair Building; the Armoury; Scene on
13th Street Residence Section; Young Men’s Christian Association; Canadian Northern Hotel
and Station; Banks of Brandon (The Merchant’s Bank of Canada, Bank of Montreal, The Bank
of British North America, Bank of Hamilton with Frank Gowen’s photography studio and
Fleming’s Drugs); Assiniboine River; West End Park and Park School; Alexandra School,
Collegiate Institute, The Convent [St. Michael’s Academy], Central School, Park School;
Brandon Hospital and Nurses’ Home; Residential Brandon Looking West; Residence of
W.G.A. Watson, Residence of Robert Kerr, Brandon Club, Residence of William Ferguson,
Residence of E.L. Christie; Baptist Church, Methodist Church, St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church,
St. Mary’s Church, St. Augustine’s Church; John E. Smith Block, Canadian Bank of
Commerce, Cecil Hotel, The Sun, Corner of 10th Street and Rosser Avenue; Rosser Avenue
from the Post Office [facing east], Union Bank of Canada; City Hall; Experimental Farm,
Brandon [facing north]; Experimental Farm Brandon [facing south]; Fourth Proceeding
Threshing Wheat by Electric Power on Farm of G.A. Patterson, Near Brandon; Farm Scenes
Near Brandon: First Proceeding in Farming in the Canadian North West – Plowing, Second
Proceeding – Sowing Wheat, Third Proceeding – Reaping, Field of Wheat Near Brandon,
Ready for Threshing, $5 Bushels to the Acre; and Court House

The three colour photocopies are reproductions of photographs of the City of Brandon’s 181st
Battalion Band circa 1916 – 1917. Earle Forshaw’s father, Arthur Forshaw (#865277), was a
bandsman who played both the violin and trumpet with the 181st Battalion and is pictured in
each of the photographs.

The photograph (13-2013.1) is of an 11-member chamber group featuring a female cellist and
female vocalist. A.H. Forshaw is on the left-hand side of the back row wearing a military
uniform with Canadian general service collar badges and holding a violin under his arm.

The photograph (13-2013.2) is of the 23-member 181st Battalion band. All the members are in
uniform and sporting the 181st Battalion Cap badge. A.H. Forshaw is standing second from
the right in the second row and holding a trumpet.

The photograph (13-2013.3) is of the 181st Battalion band at the Brandon Exposition in 1916
at the Summer Fair Grounds and grandstand.
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Notes: Information in the history/biography was taken from the finding aid course
assignment completed by Chris van Mejil for the Brandon University
History Department’s 54:437 Historical Methods and Historiography
course (2013); Manitoba Vital Statistics Database; Canadian
Expeditionary Force Attestation Papers for Arthur Forshaw (#865277);
Canada 1916 Census; Henderson’s Brandon City Directories from 1911
to 1933; City of Brandon GIS: Cemetery Map; FindaGrave.com;
Lancashire Anglican Parish Registers. Preston, England: Lancashire
Archives (ancestry.ca); Winnipeg Free Press (09 May 1951 [Earle]; 18
May 1962, 19 May 1962 [John Hugh Forshaw]; 03 June 1976 [Arthur
Hugh Forshaw]; 12 September 1998 [Earle widower]; 15 January 2000
[Earle marriage])

Phylip Forshaw’s birth is registered under “Philip Roy Fershaw” in the
Manitoba Vital Statistics Database. Maud Ethel Hicklings [sic.] death is
registered in Manitoba Vital Statistics Database but her tombstone in the
Brandon Municipal Cemetery reads “Hickling.” Rohda [sic.] Elizabeth
Forshaw’s birth is registered in the Manitoba Vital Statistics Database
and her name is spelled as such in the 1916 Canadian Census, however,
the Winnipeg Free Press obituary (03 June 1976) for Arthur Hugh
Forshaw spells her name “Rhoda.”

The Brandon Manitoba: The Wheat City, published by Christies
Bookstore is assigned a publication date of 1907 based on the
construction of the Brandon Collegiate Institute

Description by Suyoko Tsukamoto

Accruals: closed

Finding Aid: none

Location Original: Original photographs were retained by Earle Forshaw

Storage Location: New oversize drawer 2 (photos)
Brandon, Manitoba: The Wheat City (Rare Books)
Illustrated Souvenir of Brandon (Reading Room Library shelves)

Related Material: Gerry Beaubier collection

Alf Fowler collection

Fred McGuinness collection

Rare Books FC3399.B73I5
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