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Evan McDonald Whidden fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4228

Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: MG 1 1.8

Accession Number: 1-2001, 8-2003, 9-2006

GMD: multiple media

Date Range: 1915-1936; predominant 1917-1922.

Physical Description: 6 cm. textual records; 1921 Brandon College Quill (Commencement
Number); approx. 150 photographs

History /
Biographical:

Evan McDonald Whidden (1898-1980) was born in Galt, Ontario. He was educated at
Brandon College. Following service in the Great War he graduated with a Bachelor of Arts
from McMaster University (Brandon College) in 1921. He obtained a Master of Arts in history
(McMaster [n.d.]) and in 1928, a Bachelor of Divinity degree from Yale. Whidden married
Frances Margaret Billington in 1941. Together they had three children: Howard John (b.1943),
Roberta Katherine (b. 1945) and Eric Christopher (b. 1947).

Dr. Whidden served in Baptist churches in Saskatchewan and Manitoba before joining the
faculty of Brandon College in 1936. In 1938, he was appointed Thomas J. Armstrong
Professor of church history at Acadia University. He became Dean of the School of Theology
at Acadia in 1954, and served in that capacity until 1963. He retired from the faculty of Acadia
University in 1967. Dr. Whidden has written in the field of church history and education. He was
awarded honorary degrees by the Pine Hill Divinity Hall, Halifax, N.S. (1950), McMaster
University [n.d.] and Acadia University (1969).

Custodial History:

Since his death in 1980, the fonds has been in the custody of his widow, Mrs. Frances
Margaret Whidden. The first accession was donated to the McKee Archives in April, 2001; the
second in 2003; and the third in May 2005.
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Scope and Content:

Fonds consists of Evan Whidden's reports to family members, in particular to his father and
mother, on his experience as a member of the Canadian Expeditionary Force during the years
1917-1919. Records also include correspondence from his mother, Katherine Louise
Whidden (nee Ganong), to Evan during these years. In these reports, Whidden records his
impressions of military life through his training in Canada and England and his experience of
war in Europe with the Canadian Expeditionary Force from 1917-1918. He was involved in the
conflict only briefly at the conclusion of the war. His letters provide an account of life in France,
Belgium and Germany in 1918.

The fonds also contains correspondence dating from the early 1920s from Chester New, a
history professor at McMaster, who had previously taught at Brandon College. Fonds also
contains correspondence from Whidden's father, Howard Primrose Whidden, President of
Brandon College 1912-1922 and, from 1922-1949, Chancellor of McMaster University. This
correspondence deals principally with the progress of Evan Whidden's education and his
choice of a career in the church or the academic world.

Fonds contains several publications containing the work of Evan Whidden, mostly on religious
themes. It also includes newspaper clippings and convocation programs dealing with Dr.
Whidden's graduation from Yale and the presentation of honorary degrees to him at Pine Hill
and Acadia. The fonds contains newspaper stories on the occasion of the retirement of
Howard Primrose Whidden following his lengthy career as President of McMaster University.
Death notices for Dr. H.P. Whidden and his wife are also to be found.

Finally, fonds containts approximately 150 b&w photographs of group portraits, individual
portraits and activites at Brandon College and a copy of the 1921 Commencement Issue of the
Brandon College Quill.

Name Access: Evan Whidden

Chester New

Howard Whidden

Subject Access: Brandon College 1920s

Storage Location: MG 1 Brandon College Teaching and Administration
1.8 Evan McDonald Whidden

Related Material: Whidden's father, Howard Primrose Whidden served as President of
Brandon College 1912-1922. His records are located in RG 1, series 2.2
(Brandon College fonds, Office of the Pesident). Records from Evan
Whidden's time as College Dean are located in RG 1, series 6 (Brandon
College fonds, Office of the College Dean).

Leonard Muirhead collection
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions12725

Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 12-2012

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1937-1938

Physical Description: 1 file
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History /
Biographical:

Leonard Andrew Muirhead (1918–2008) was the only child of Andrew and Isabella Muirhead.
He grew up on the farm homestead in the Summerville District near Carberry, Manitoba. He
graduated from Carberry Collegiate when he was sixteen. He helped out on the farm for two
yeas after graduation then attended United College, Winnipeg, and then Brandon College.
Muirhead then worked in the Financial Department at Canada Packers in Saint Boniface until
1942. In 1942 he returned home and helped his father with the farm operation. Leonard
married Verle Sinclair, a local schoolteacher, on October 12, 1951. They had three daughters:
Iris, Gwen, and Arla. In 1965, health reasons made him give up active farming and he began
an income tax preparation business as well as selling investments for Trust Companies.

Leonard Muirhead attended Brandon College for the 1937-1938 school year. This was the last
year that Brandon College was associated with McMaster University as it then became
affiliated with the University of Manitoba.

Custodial History:

The papers remained with Leonard Muirhead’s papers until his daughter, Iris Muirhead,
donated the papers to the S.J. McKee Archives in 2011.

Scope and Content:

Collection consists primarily of 1938 examination papers from Brandon College, when it was
affiliated with McMaster University. It also contains an exam schedule and a course outline. It
contains examination papers from spring 1938 for the courses of 2nd and 3rd Years Physics
2y, 3w, Bible 2k, Psychology 2a, Mathematics 2x, Mathematics 1e, a syllabus for second term
English 1g2a, and an examination timetable for spring 1938 for Brandon College.

Notes: History/Bio information taken from conversation with Leonard Muirhead's
daughter, Iris Muirhead in October 2012 and from obituary
http://passages.winnipegfreepress.com/passage-details/id-
136216/(accessed October 24, 2012). Description by Jennifer Sylvester
(October 2012).

Name Access: Leonard Muirhead

Brandon College

McMaster University

Subject Access: post-secondary education

Arts

Mathematics

theology

examinations

Storage Location: 2012 accessions

Related Material: Brandon College fonds

The Sickle 1937-1938

The Leonard Muirhead collection is available at the Carberry Plains
Archives. Leonard Muirhead also donated records related to Montrose
School and Carberry 4-H Combines to the Carberry Plains Archives.
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