
S. J. McKee Archives

Georgie McPherson
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4527

Part Of: Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection

Description Level: Box

File Number: 4.1 - 4.13

Accession Number: 21-2006

Other Numbers: Box D

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1906-1939

History /
Biographical:

Georgina Jane McPherson, daughter of Hugh and Margaret (Sellers) McPherson, was born in
1875 in Nova Scotia. Georgie never married and lived at home most of her life. She was a
loyal member and supporter of the Women's Missionary Society, the Busy Bees and Brandon
Hills Church. Due to ill health she lived for a time in the 1940s at Ninette Sanatorium. During
her last years she resided with her sister Hattie Morrison, at Rounthwaite. Georgie died in
Brandon, MB in 1953.


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Scope and Content:

Contains the following files:

4.1 Chattel mortgage documents 1906-1939 (includes 1906 Land Title and 1919 Agreement
for land sale)

4.2 Greeting postcards

4.3 Non-greeting postcards

4.4 Undated correspondence

4.5 Correspondence 1939-1946

4.6 Correspondence 1937

4.7 Correspondence 1936

4.8 Correspondence 1935

4.9 Correspondence 1934

4.10 Correspondence 1933

4.11 Correspondence 1932

4.12 Correspondence 1931

4.13 Correspondence 1918-1930

Notes: Part of the Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection.

Storage Location: Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection
Box 3 (4.1 - 4.12)
Box 4 (4.13)

Hugh and Margaret McPherson; Libby Sellars; Kitty and
Winnie Prowse
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4528

Part Of: Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection

Description Level: Box

File Number: 5.1-5.15

Accession Number: 21-2006

Other Numbers: Box E

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1871-1936



S. J. McKee Archives p. 2

http://archives.brandonu.ca/#
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4528
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=setName%3a%22Alfred+Angus+Murray+McPherson+collection%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=objectType%3a%22textual+records%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc


History /
Biographical:

Hugh McPherson was born January 25, 1845 at West River, Nova Scotia. He married
Margaret Esther Sellers (b. March 18, 1849 at Six Mile Brook, Nova Scotia) on February 5,
1875 at Six Mile Brook, Nova Scotia. The couple moved to Brandon Hills, MB c. 1880.
Together they had four children: Georgina (Georgie) Jane; Harriet (Hattie); Johnston (Jack);
and Angus.

The couple lived at Watervale, NS until they moved to Manitoba with the Brandon Hills settlers.
Hugh travelled to Brandon Hills with the Roddick group in 1879, leaving his wife and three
children in Nova Scotia. He selected the N.E. 1/4 of section 10, township 9, range 18 as his
homestead. Margaret and the children joined Hugh in 1880.

Situated as it was just north of the river and slightly to the east of the end of the hills, the
McPherson home became a sopttin house for travellers from the south making their way to and
from Grand Valley and later Brandon. The family records show that literally scores of people
stayed with the family during the early years. The fee charged for a meal for the driver plus feed
for a team was thirty-five cents. Nellie McClung later described the farm and the stopping-
house in one of her early books.

Hugh McPherson died at Brandon Hills, MB on March 7, 1916. Margaret Esther Sellers
McPherson died at Brandon Hills, MB on July 13, 1935.

In the fall of 1892, Margaret's brother, Angus Sellers and his family arrived at the McPherson
home. Included in this part was Margaret's two sisters Jessie Murray and Libby Sellers. The
Sellers family remained with the McPherson's until mid-summer of 1893, when they moved to
their new farm at Bunclody.

In 1902, after the death of his wife Blanche, Arthur Prowse accepted Margaret McPherson's
offer to foster his daughters Winnie and Kitty. The girls stayed with the McPherson's until their
marriages; Winnie to Alex Brown and Kitty to Frank Allbright.
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Scope and Content:

Contains the following files:

5.1 Margaret McPherson correspondence 1903-1926

5.2 Margaret McPherson correspondence 1927-1931

5.3 Margaret McPherson correspondence 1932-1935

5.4 Margaret McPherson correspondence (undated)

5.5 Margaret McPherson burial/marriage notices 1895-1924

5.6 Margaret McPherson greeting postcards

5.7 Mr. and Mrs. H. McPherson non-greeting postcards

5.8 Margaret McPherson non-greeting postcards

5.9 Hugh Mcpherson notebook 1871

5.10 Hugh McPherson financial records 1913-1918

5.11 Hugh McPherson postcards

5.12 Libby Sellers non-greeting postcards

5.13 Libby Sellers greeting postcards

5.14 Libby Sellers correspondence 1882-1936 (some undated)

5.15 Kitty and Winnie Prowse correspondence and postcards 1916-1923

Notes: Part of the Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection

Storage Location: Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection
Box 4

Angus and Ethel McPherson; Johnston and Ella McPherson;
Hattie McPherson
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4529

Part Of: Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection

Description Level: Box

File Number: 6.1 - 6.20

Accession Number: 21-2006

Other Numbers: Box F

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1895-1972


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History /
Biographical:

Angus Sellers McPherson, son of Hugh and Margaret (Sellers) McPherson, was born March 1,
1884 in Brandon Hills, MB. He died on September 5, 1953 in Brandon, MB. Angus married
Ethel Pentland on July 16, 1913. Together they had three sons: Howard Johnston McPherson
(m. Jessie Walsh); Alfred Angus Murray McPherson (m. Margaret Raven); and Kenneth
George McPherson (m. Mary Spratt).

Ethel (Pentland) McPherson was born May 7, 1890 to Thomas (T.J.) and Annie Isabel
(McVety) Pentland. Raised at Justice, MB, Ethel was agraduate of the Winnipeg Normal
School; she taught for a number of years at Orange Hall and Brandon Hills. After her husband's
death, Ethel remained on the family farm with her sons until she moved to Brandon in 1957.
She died on September 20, 1976, in Brandon, MB.

Johnston McPherson, son of Hugh and Margaret (Sellers) McPherson, was born February 7,
1879 in Nova Scotia. He died on September 17, 1966 in Brandon, MB (Johnston McPherson
was the last of the original party that settled the Brandon Hills). From 1896 until 1914, he
farmed at Brandon Hills. Johnston married Ella Harvey McKay on July 26, 1918. They had no
children.

Ella Harvey McKay, daughter of Simon and Sarah McKay, was born September 5, 1885 at
Brandon Hills. Her family moved to Alberta and then British Columbia sometime after her birth.
Ella worked in Trail, B.C. for Consolidated Mining and Smelting, before her marriage to
Johnston "Jack" McPherson. She died on November 25, 1971 in Brandon, MB.

Harriet (Hattie) McPherson Morrison, daughter of Hugh and Margaret (Sellers) McPherson,
was born at Watervale, NS in 1877. She attended Brandon Hills and Central School in
Brandon before receiving her teacher training; she taught school at Chatfield and Dunrea.
Hattie married Robert Morrison at Brandon Hills in 1920 and together they had two children:
Robert Morrison Jr. (m. Lila Berdux) and Margaret Morrison (m. George Walton). The family
owned a farm at Rounthwaite until 1964, at which point Hattie and Robert moved to Brandon.
Hattie died in Brandon, MB in 1965.
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Scope and Content:

Contains the following files:

6.1 Angus McPherson financial records 1909-1955

6.2 Angus McPherson greeting postcards

6.3 Angus McPherson non-greeting postcards

6.4 Ethel McPherson ration cards [1939-1945]

6.5 Ethel McPherson non-greeting postcards

6.6 Ethel McPherson insurance documents 1959-1968

6.7 Angus McPherson financial documents 1912-1962

6.8 Ethel McPherson correspondence 1914-1972 (some undated)

6.9 Angus McPherson correspondence 1899-1957 (some undated)

6.10 Johnston McPherson correspondence 1895-1970

6.11 Johnston McPherson financial records 1907-1928

6.12 Johnston McPherson non-greeting postcards

6.13 Johnston and Ella McPherson correspondence 1918-1956

6.14 Johnston and Ella McPherson correspondence 1957-1959 (some undated)

6.15 Ella McPherson correspondence 1920-1971

6.16 Hattie McPherson correspondence 1908-1919

6.17 Hattie McPherson/Mrs. Robert Morrison correspondence 1920-1935

6.18 Hattie McPherson greeting postcards

6.19 Ethel McPherson Normal School notebook

6.20 Ethel McPherson diaries

Notes: Part of the Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection.

Storage Location: Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection
Box 4 (6.1 - 6.12)
Box 5 (6.13 - 6.20)
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Unsorted Christmas greeting cards
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4530

Part Of: Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection

Description Level: Box

File Number: 7.1 - 7.10

Accession Number: 21-2006

Other Numbers: Box G

GMD: textual records

Date Range: after 1930

Scope and Content:

Contains the following files:

7.7 Unsorted Christmas cards after 1930

7.8 Unsorted Christmas cards after 1930

7.9 Unsorted Christmas cards after 1930

7.10 Unsorted Christmas cards after 1930

8.1 Unsorted greeting cards up to 1930

8.2 Unsorted greeting cards up to 1930

8.3 Unsorted greeting cards up to 1930

8.4 Unsorted greeting cards up to 1930

8.5 Unsorted greeting cards up to 1930

8.6 Unsorted greeting cards up to 1930

8.7 Unsorted greeting cards up to 1930

8.8 Unsorted greeting cards up to 1930

Notes: Part of the Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection.

Storage Location: Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection
Box 5 (7.1 - 7.6)
Box 6 (7.7 - 8.8)


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Unsorted greeting cards
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4531

Part Of: Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection

Description Level: Box

File Number: 8.1 - 8.12

Accession Number: 21-2006

Other Numbers: Box H

GMD: textual records

Date Range: [n.d.]

Scope and Content:

Contains the following files:

8.9 Unsorted greeting cards after 1930

8.10 Unsorted greeting cards up to 1930

8.11 Unsorted greeting cards up to 1930

8.12 Unsorted greeting cards up to 1930

Notes: Part of the Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection.

Storage Location: Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection
Box 6 (8.1 - 8.8)
Box 7 (8.9 - 8.12)



Brandon College
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4532

Part Of: Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection

Description Level: Box

File Number: 9.1 - 9.18

Accession Number: 21-2006

Other Numbers: Box I

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1938-1952


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Scope and Content:

Contains the following files:

9.1 Class list and lost alumni 1941-1948

9.2 "Spectrum" April 1944

9.3 "The Sickle" 1941-1945 (missing 1944)

9.4 Graduation programmes 1927, 1940-1952 (includes photo of Arts Banquet, Brandon
College 1942)

9.5 "The New Era" 1947

9.6 Murray McPherson diary 1942

9.7 The Quill and The Sickle account book [1939-1941]

9.8 Brandon College documentation 1942-1943

9.9 Calendar 1940-1941

9.10 Murray McPherson's notes 1938-1939 (Brandon Collegiate)

9.11 Brandon College notes [1941-1944] (2 files)

9.12 Commencement programme 1944

9.13 Brandon College commencement programmes 1944, 1945, 1952 (also contains 1937-
1938 Brandon College calendar and a copy of "S.J. McKee of Brandon College" by Tommy
McLeod)

9.14 Physics notes [1942]

9.15 Murray McPherson - math and physics notes 1943

9.16 Murray McPherson - math notes 1944

9.17 Murray McPherson account book 1938-1940 (Brandon Collegiate)

9.18 Miscellaneous pamphlets re: Brandon College and hockey 1909 - ca.1945 (including
Student Handbooks 1940-1944 and the 1913 convocation programme, the 1909 Manitoba
Amateur Hockey Association constitution, pamphlets from The Boys' Brigade and a pamphlet
with etiquette and manner advice for teenagers)

Notes: Part of the Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection.

Storage Location: Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection
Box 7
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Unused postcards and unidentified greeting cards
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4534

Part Of: Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection

Description Level: Box

File Number: 11.1 - 11.4

Accession Number: 21-2006

Other Numbers: Box K

GMD: textual records

Date Range: [n.d.]

Physical Description: 12 cm

Scope and Content:

Contains the following files:

11.1 Unused postcards and unidentified greeting cards

11.2 Unused postcards and unidentified greeting cards

11.3 Unused postcards and unidentified greeting cards

11.4 Unused postcards and unidentified greeting cards

Notes: Part of the Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection.

Storage Location: Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection
Box 9


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Farm records
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4537

Part Of: Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection

Description Level: Box

File Number: 14.1 - 14.8

Accession Number: 21-2006

Other Numbers: Box N

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1882-1944

History /
Biographical:

For biographical information onf Angus McPherson and Mrs. (Ella) Johnston McPherson see
the description for Box 6 of the Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection. For biographical
information on Thomas and Annie Pentland see the descrption for Box 10 of the Alfred Angus
Murray McPherson collection.

Scope and Content:

Contains the following files:

14.1 Account books [1906-1916]

14.2 Farmers pocket ledger [1935]

14.3 Mrs. Johnston McPherson - field book [1921-1944]

14.4 Account day book 1913-1915

14.5 Annie I. Pentland - miscellaneous records and accounts 1916-1934

14.6 Thomas Pentland account book 1917-1932

14.7 Thomas Pentland blacksmith account book 1882-1883

14.8 Angus McPherson account book 1916-1941

Notes: Part of the Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection.

Storage Location: Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection
Box 12



Angus McPherson; Murray McPherson; Hugh McPherson;
Georgie McPherson; Hattie McPherson Morrison; George
Richardson
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4538

Part Of: Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection

Description Level: Box

File Number: 15.1 - 15.15

Accession Number: 21-2006

Other Numbers: Box O


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GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1909-1956

Physical Description: 17 cm

History /
Biographical:

For biographical information on Angus McPherson and Hattie McPherson Morrison see the
description for Box 6 of the Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection.

For biographical information on Murray McPherson see the fonds level description for the
Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection.

For biographical information on Hugh McPherson see the description for Box 5 of the Alfred
Angus Murray McPherson collection.

For biographical information on Georgie McPherson see the description for Box 4 of the Alfred
Angus Murray McPherson collection.

There is no biographical information for George Richardson.

Scope and Content:

Contains the following files:

15.1 Medical receipts 1945-1950

15.2 Miscellaneous farm receipts 1945-1950

15.3 Cattle and grain papers 1941-1953

15.4 Correspondence 1943-1951

15.5 Insurance 1909-1952

15.6 Angus McPherson wills 1937-1953

15.7 Angus McPherson - income tax forms and papers 1946-1956 (includes Farmers Income
Tax Guides and Farm account book)

15.8 Murray McPherson correspondence 1934-1956

15.9 Hugh McPherson - blank form for Fenian Raid Volunteer Bount Act 1912

15.10 Miscellaneous 1929-1950

15.11 Angus McPherson income tax forms and papers 1943-1947

15.12 Income tax forms/papers 1943-1947 for George Richardson (1947), George
McPherson and Hattie McPherson

15.13 Angus McPherson - income tax forms 1918

15.14 Receipts 1947

15.15 Receipts 1949

Notes: Part of the Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection.
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Storage Location: Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection
Box 13

Farm records
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4539

Part Of: Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection

Description Level: Box

File Number: 16.1 - 16.13

Accession Number: 21-2006

Other Numbers: Box P

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1879-1954

Physical Description: 13 cm

History /
Biographical:

For biographical information on Hugh and Margaret McPherson see the description for Box 5
of the Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection.

For biographical information on Johnston and Angus McPherson see the descrption for Box 6
of the Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection.

For biographical information on Murray McPherson see the fonds level description for the
Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection.

Howard Johnston McPherson, the oldest son of Angus and Ethel (Pentland) McPherson, was
born on July 6, 1920. He graduated from Brandon Collegiate in 1938 and joined his father on
the farm. In 1941, he joined the R.C.A.F. and trained as an air engine mechanic. Returning
from Europe in 1945, Howard continued to live with his parents until his marriage to Jessie
Walsh (b. March 21, 1922) of Sceptre, SK on June 18, 1955. Together they had three children:
Muriel Ruth (m. Cody Johnson); Nancy Carol (m. Dennis Mauthe); and Donald Howard (m.
Ann). The family farmed in the Brandon Hills district. Howard died on May 2, 2005.


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Scope and Content:

Contains the following files:

16.1 Hugh and Margaret McPherson account book 1879

16.2 McPherson Farm cash book (Hugh, Johnston, Angus) 1906-1912

16.3 McPherson Farm account book 1890's

16.4 Cash book 1953

16.5 Cash book [1943-1949]

16.6 Angus McPherson - Canadian Wheat Board emergency cheque correspondence 1949

16.7 Angus McPherson - insurance documents 1948-1950

16.8 Murray McPherson - agreement between SC Area #1 and District Association 1951

16.9 Angus McPherson - Canadian Wheat Board permits (8) 1944-1954

16.10 Angus McPherson - cattle inventories 1951-1952

16.11 Howard and Angus McPherson miscellaneous farm correspondence 1950-1953

16.12 Documents re: Angus McPherson estate 1951-1954

16.13 Income tax forms and documents 1945-1953

Notes: Part of the Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection.

Storage Location: Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection
Box 13

Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection miscellaneous
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4540

Part Of: Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection

Description Level: Box

File Number: 17.1 - 17.30

Accession Number: 21-2006

Other Numbers: Box Q

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1862 - ca.1970

Scope and Content:

Contains the following files:

17.1 Trail B.C. advertisement 1911

17.2 Angus McPherson beaver license 1900's

17.3 "The Angels of Mons" by Lieutenant Dougald MacEchern


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17.4 Brandon General Hospital school graduation invitations 1925 and 1927

17.5 Machinery catalogues [1909-1928]

17.6 Watkins Stock Raisers manual [1920's]

17.7 List and map of Indian Reserves and Metis communties 1959

17.8 Wes Pentland Orange Lodge documents and materials 1862-1940

17.9 Brandon Collegiate reunion ribbon October 9, 1908

17.10 Victory Loan documents 1943-1945

17.11 Boys and Girls Service Clubs exhibit ribbons 1927

17.12 Prize lists for Justice Boys and Girls Clubs 1923-1926

17.13 Voluntary War Aid bulletin #12 [World War One]

17.14 "Canada's War Record" July 1942

17.15 Douglas war memorial unveiling ceremony programme November 17, 1922

17.16 Travel: Waghorns Guide 1898; Manitoba Driver's Guide 1935; southland Chicago-
Florida train route and schedule 1916-1917; Manitoba road map 1941-1942; CPR western
lines timetables 1918

17.17 Movie programme for "Gone with the Wind" [1939]

17.18 Magazine insert of funeral of Edward VII from Illustrated London News May 24, 1910

17.19 Manitoba Telephone Systems directory with provincial exchanges March 1930

17.20 Brandon Sun articles re: Brandon Hills picnic 1963

17.21 "The Academy Critic" December 1909

17.22 Weldon's Famous Dress catalogue [1920's]

17.23 Alex M. Brown, Pharmacist calendar 1935

17.24 Empire contest from the Winnipeg Free Press (undated)

17.25 Annnie I. Pentland speech re: Barbara Heck

17.26 Electoral division of Landsdowne Municipality map 1949

17.27 Speech on wheat sales (author unknown)

17.28 Site and situation project on Brandon history (author unknown) [1970's]

17.29 Annual report from Protestant Orphans' Home 1937

17.30 Orange Lodge memorabilia (gavel, pin) 1881-1933
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Notes: Part of the Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection.

Storage Location: Margaret McPherson family fonds
Box 14 (Files 17.1-17.29)
Box 15 (File 17.30 and Orange Lodge ribbons and certificates)

Thomas and Annie I. Pentland; Fred Pentland; Harry
Pentland; Robert McVety; Harry McVety; Evelyn Pentland
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4548

Part Of: Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection

Description Level: Box

File Number: 10.1-10.22

Accession Number: 21-2006

Other Numbers: Box J

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1882-1945

Physical Description: 30 cm

History /
Biographical:

Thomas James (T.J.) Pentland, son of John Pentland and Jane Finnegan, was born January 4,
1858. He died January 8, 1919 in Justice, MB. T.J. married Annie Isabel McVety on July 22,
1885 in High Bluff, MB. Together they had six children: John Alfred (Fred); Henry Herbert
McVety (Harry); Annie Ethel; Eliza Evelyn; Thomas Elton Wesley (Wesley); and Mary Agnes
Grace Isabel (Gracie).

Annie Isabel McVety was born at Seaforth, ON in 1859 and came to High Bluff, MB with her
family in 1882. She died in October of 1938 in Justice, MB.

John Alfred (Fred) Pentland was born on July 5, 1886 in Douglas, MB. He was mortally
wounded during the Passchedale campaign - 3rd battle of Ypres. He died on September 13,
1917 at Camiers Hospital, France.

Henry Herbert McVety (Harry) Pentland was born on November 10, 1887 in Douglas, MB. He
died on June 26, 1948 in Brandon, MB. Harry married Mary Emma Irene (Irene) Fleming,
daughter of John Jr. and Martha McLaughlin Fleming on November 22, 1913 in Brandon.
Together they had three children: Harry Clare (Clare); Olive Eunice Irene (Eunice); and Shirley
Margaret Marie.

Eliza Evelyn (Evelyn) Pentland was bon February 7, 1892 in Justice, MB. She died on May 28,
1986 in Brandon, MB. Evelyn married Norman Wallace Thompson on July 22, 1914 in Justice,
MB. Together they had six children: Norman Cecil; Muriel Isabel; Norma Evelyn Jean; James
Alfred; Marguerite Beryl; and Helen Elaine.

No biographical information available for Robert and Harry McVety.


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Scope and Content:

Contains the following files:

[no file number] Mortgage papers 1890-1907

10.1 Fred Pentland insurance documents 1912-1916 (includes 1914 mortgage agreement)

10.2 Fred Pentland correspondence 1910-1916 (2 files)

10.3 Fred Pentland postcards 1916

10.4 Harry Pentland correspondence 1916-1918

10.5 Harry McVety correspondence from Wes Pentland 1912

10.6 Evelyn Pentland correspondence 1910

10.7 Robert McVity correspondence 1920 (includes 1921 will)

10.8 Annie I. Pentland correspondence 1930-1936

10.9 Thomas (T.J.) Pentland insurance documents 1917

10.10 Thomas (T.J.) Pentland income tax papers 1917

10.11 Thomas (T.J.) Pentland undated correspondence

10.12 Thomas (T.J.) Pentland corresondence 1882-1911

10.13 Annie I. Pentland insurance documents 1917-1937

10.14 Annie I. Pentland undated correspondence

10.15 Annie I. Pentland-McVety estate correspondence 1917-1945

10.16 Annie I. Pentland-McVety estate documents 1922-1931

10.17 Annie I. Pentland correspondence 1928-1938 (3 files)

10.18 Annie I. Pentland correspondence 1918-1927

10.19 Annie I. Pentland correspondence 1917 (2 files)

10.20 Annie I. Pentland correspondence 1908-1916 (2 files)

10.21 Annie I. Pentland income tax forms 1918-1921

10.22 Annie I. Pentland mathematics exam to enter Normal School August 1883

Notes: Part of the Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection.

Storage Location: Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection
Box 8

S. J. McKee Archives p. 17

http://archives.brandonu.ca/#


Personal papers
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions13655

Other Title Info: Title based on the contents of the series

Part Of: Fred McGuinness collection

Description Level: Series

Series Number: McG 1

Accession Number: 1-2015

GMD: textual records

Date Range: c. 1910 - 2010

Physical Description: Approximately 1.1 m of textual records

History /
Biographical:

See collection level description for history/biography for information on Fred McGuinness.

For history/biography information on McGuinness family members, see subseries McG 1.1
Family papers and letters.

Custodial History:

Accession 1-2015 contains records created and collected over the course of McGuinness’
career as a newspaper journalist and freelance writer. The Estate of Fred McGuinness
donated the materials to the SJ McKee Archives circa 2011. The Archives accessioned the
records in 2015.

Scope and Content:

The series contains records created and collected by Fred McGuinness during his years in the
Canadian navy, college, and as a journalist, editor, and freelance writer. The series has been
divided into four subseries, including: (1) Family papers and letters, (2) Correspondence, (3)
Business papers, and (4) Certificates and scrapbook.

Records in subseries McG 1.1, Family papers and letters, were created and collected by
members of the McGuinness family. These records include materials from paternal and
maternal sides of the McGuinness’ family (see subseries for specific details about individual
McGuinness family members.)
The second subseries, McG 1.2 Correspondence subseries, contains readers’ and business
correspondence collected by Fred McGuinness during his time as and editor and journalist.
Many of McGuinness’ readers reminisce about Brandon’s local history in their letters to him.

The third subseries, McG 1.3 Business correspondence, includes financial statements from
Fred McGuinness Limited (1991-1997, 2008-2009).

The fourth subseries, McG 1.4 Certificate and scrapbook, includes certificates for
McGuinness’ professional career and volunteer work. The scrapbook contains photographs
and records from McGuinness’ years with the Royal Canadian Navy and his time at St. Paul’s
College, as well as loose clipping from McGuinness’ time at The Medicine Hat News.

Notes: Additional correspondence pertaining to his newspaper, freelance, and
broadcast career can be found in the respective series and subseries

Accruals: Closed

Finding Aid: File level inventories for each subseries are available. See
individual subseries’ descriptions

Storage Location: 2015 accessions


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Related Material: McGuinness retained correspondence from readers’ responding to his
Sunbeams, Diary, and Neighborly News columns (see McG 2
Newspaper career). Additional local history references can be found in
the McGuinness research (McG 4.1 Local history research) and
monograph (MG 5) series

Arrangement:

Arrangement was artificially created by the Archives. Series has been re-arranged according
to publication period

McG 1 Personal papers 

McG 1.1 McGuinness family papers and letters
McG 1.2 Fred McGuinness correspondence
McG 1.3 Fred McGuinness Ltd. business documents
McG 1.4 Fred McGuinness certificates and scrapbook

McGuinness family papers and letters
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions13656

Other Title Info: Title based on the contents of the subseries

Part Of: Fred McGuinness collection

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: McG 1.1

Accession Number: 1-2015

GMD: textual records

Date Range: c. 1916 - 2010

Physical Description: Approximately 18 cm of textual records

History /
Biographical:

See collection level description for history/biography information on Frederick George
McGuinness.

Frederick George McGuinness’ maternal grandparents were John POPE (b. 28 January 1852
– d. 24 January 1923) and Mary DARROCH (b. 24 May 1861 – d. 18 September 1942).
Canadian Census records for 1906 show John was born in England and immigrated to
Canada in 1870. Mary was born in Wellington, Ontario.

John and Mary married in Brandon on 11 July 1888. The POPE family was considered one of
Brandon’s pioneer families and all nine children were born in Brandon: Fred McGUINNESS’
mother Isabella Louisa POPE, John “Jack” Stuart/Stewart POPE, Annie Ruby POPE, Alice
Jane POPE, George Campbell POPE, Henry Victor James POPE, Roy Clendon POPE, Hugh
Edward POPE (b. 23 February 1901 – d. 9 November 1904), and Albert William POPE (b. 1
April 1903 – d. 17 November 1904).

According to the Brandon City Henderson Directories, maternal patriarch John POPE worked
as a bartender in the Brunswick Hotel (in 1906), the King Edward Hotel (from 1907-1911), and
the Royal George Hotel (by 1913-14). He later became an employee at the Empire Brewing
Company (1921). The 1901 Canadian Census records both his brother George (b. 23 October

S. J. McKee Archives p. 19

http://archives.brandonu.ca/#
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions13656
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=setName%3a%22Fred+McGuinness+collection%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=objectType%3a%22textual+records%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/#


Company (1921). The 1901 Canadian Census records both his brother George (b. 23 October
1843), working as a contractor, and his sister-in-law Ella DARROCH (b. 16 August 1872) as
living with the POPE family. It appears George stayed with the family for a decade.

Isabella Louisa POPE (b. 09 July 1889 – 16 December 1966) worked as clerk and
stenographer with the Dominion Express Company between 1907 and 1909. It was there that
she likely met her future husband, William Frederick McGUINNESS, whom she married in
Brandon on 2 November 1910. The 1911 Canadian Census shows William, Louisa and their
one-month old daughter Mary Charlotte living with Louisa’s parents on 629 9th Street in
Brandon. William was working as cashier with Dominion Express Company at the time. [See
William Frederick McGuinness below for more information about Louisa and William.]

By 1916, the POPE family was living at 708 10th Street, while Louisa and William
McGUINNESS were living at their home at 337 17th Street. All of the Pope brothers listed the
Tenth Street address as their home and their military accomplishments are mentioned in Fred
McGuinness’ popular short story “The Button Bag” that was read on CBC’s Morningside radio
program and later published in his book Letters from Section 17 (1999).

John “Jack” Stuart/Stewart POPE (b. 18 March 1891 – 5 March 1971) managed the Empire
Hotel’s News Stand in 1909. From 1913 to 1914, he was a clerk with the Grand View Hotel.
Jack married Helen Frances FINNEGAN on 1 May 1914. On 7 November 1916, Jack enlisted
with the Canadian Field Artillery’s 76th Depot Battery in Winnipeg (regimental # 12501611).
His attestation papers list his occupation as a packer, likely with the Empire Brewing
Company, a company to which he would return after the war. The 1921 Canadian Census lists
Jack as single and living at his parent’s Tenth Street home. By 1931, Jack was working as a
foreman with the Empire Beverage Company. Jack’s listings in Henderson’s Brandon City
Directories are sporadic throughout the 1930s and 1940s but it appears he was an employee
with the Empire Beverage Company until 1941. Jack was listed as an engineer working at the
Brandon Sanatorium from 1947 to 1949. Jack died on 5 March 1971 and was interred in the
Veterans’ Section of the Brandon Municipal Cemetery (Section 27, Block C, Plot 124); his
grave marker affiliates him with the 181st Battalion.

Anna “Annie” Ruby POPE (3 August 1892 – 26 December 1971) was listed as a dressmaker
in Henderson’s Brandon City Directory for 1919. Shortly thereafter, she would become a long-
term employee with Yaegers Furs (from 1921 onwards) working as an operator and fur
finisher. After her father’s death in 1923, Annie moved with her mother and brothers to 228
15th Street. She lived at that address until her death on 26 December 1971. She passed away
in Yorkton, Saskatchewan (where her surviving sister Mrs. Alice Jane Murray lived), and was
interred in the Brandon Municipal Cemetery (Section 6, Block B, Plot 11). The furrier Yaegers
Furs Ltd. closed its shop early in her honour.

Alice Jane POPE (MURRAY) (b. 8 May 1894 – d. 11 May 1983) was a binder, folder, and
stenographer with Cox Printing Copy from 1914 to 1919. She married Alexander Leo Murray
on 8 October 1919 and moved with her husband, a butcher and grocery merchant, to Kenora,
Ontario. Alice died in 1983 in Yorkton, Saskatchewan.

George Campbell POPE (b. 13 December 1896 – d. 3 September 1918) was listed as an
employee of the Empire Brewing Company from 1913 to 1914 in the Brandon City Henderson
Directories. His attestation papers identify him as a chemist’s assistant. George had been
with 99th Manitoba Rangers for six years prior to enlisting with the 181st Battalion on 12
February 1916 (regimental # 855132). Once overseas, George was transferred to the 44th
Battalion. He was killed in action six weeks before the war’s end on 3 September 1918. His
Commonwealth War Grave is in the Chapel Corner Cemetery (Pas de Calais, France).

Henry ”Harry” Victor James POPE (b. 15 February 1897 – d. 18 September 1952) was
another Pope brother to work with the Empire Brewing/Beverage Company. Harry became a
long-term employee of the brewer, working with the company from 1917 to 1951. During that
time, the Brandon City Henderson’s Directories list Harry as a bottler (1925-31) and Vice
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time, the Brandon City Henderson’s Directories list Harry as a bottler (1925-31) and Vice
President (1933, 1941-45). He briefly left the company in 1945 to work as a foreman with the
Bell Bottling Company, and again in 1952. Harry never married. He lived with his sister in their
family home until his death in 1952. He is interred in the Brandon Municipal Cemetery (Section
6, Block B, Plot 63).

Roy Clendon POPE (b. 4 April 1899 – d. 03 March 1966) enlisted with the City of Brandon’s
181st Battalion on 3 April 1916 (regimental # 865466). He listed his occupation as bridge
builder on his attestation papers. Once overseas, Roy was transferred to the 44th Battalion. He
would survive the war and was awarded a Military Medal on 3 July 1919. After the war he
became an employee with the Canadian Northern Railway (CNR) (1921-23). Roy became a
carpenter by trade (1925-1945). He served as the secretary to the Kinsmen Club from 1931-
33 and worked briefly with the RCAF as a laborer in 1943. By 1949 he had a wife, Anne, and
moved from his family home to live at 623 23rd Street. He worked as a clerk and caretaker of
the Land Titles Office from 1951-54. Roy is buried in the Brandon Municipal Cemetery
(Section 6, Block B, Plot 65).

Fred McGuinness’ paternal grandparents were Frederick Anthony McGUINNESS (b. August
1857-1862 – d. 5 March 1933) and Anna Charlotte GALLAGHER (b. 19 September
1861/1863/1864 – d. 10 March 1948). Born to Irish parents, Canadian Census records list
England (1891, 1901) and Newfoundland (1911) as birthplaces for F.A. McGuinness. He
immigrated to Canada in 1864 or 1865 and married Charlotte GALLAGHER in 1882. His wife,
Charlotte, was born in Ontario. The couple had four children: William Frederick McGUINNESS,
Ernest Albert McGUINNESS, Annie May McGUINNESS, and Frederick Gallagher
McGUINNESS. The family moved to Manitoba in 1900 and while in Brandon, Frederick
Anthony worked as a CPR conductor from 1906 to 1924/25. He would die in Brandon two
weeks before his eldest son, William, succumbed to illness. He is interred in the Brandon
Municipal Cemetery (Section 22, Block D, Plot 46).

William Frederick McGUINNESS (b. 22 August 1884 – d. 18 March 1933) was born in Ottawa
and graduated with honors from the Willis School of Accountancy in that city. He moved with
his family to Manitoba and worked as a cashier with the CPR Express Office from 1900 to
1905. From 1906 to 1911, he worked as a clerk with the Dominion Express Company. In
1910, William married Isabella Louisa POPE and they would have six children: Mary Charlotte,
Dorreene Louise, Kathleen Ruth, Frederick George, Orma Grace, and Carol. From 1914-
1919, W.F. McGuinness was the secretary-treasurer of the Hanbury Hardware Company; by
1921, he was the general manager. In 1925, W.F. McGuinness was manager of the Manitoba
Hardware Company Limited and by 1927 he was the Company’s secretary-treasurer. He was
also a member of a number of service clubs and fraternal organizations. From 1919-1923, he
served as a director of the Manitoba Winter Fair and Fat Stock Show, representing the
Manitoba Poultry Association. He was also a Mason and was involved with Brandon’s Council
of the Board of Trade, Brandon Curling Club (1927 treasurer), and the Lawn Bowling Club.
W.F. McGuinness passed away at the age of 49 after suffering from an infection for eight
months, a complication resulting from influenza. He is interred in the Brandon Municipal
Cemetery (Section 22, Block D, Plot 48).

While in Brandon, Ernest Albert McGUINNESS (b. 10 July 1886 – d. 30 August 1943) worked
as a CPR ticket agent from at least 1906 to 1916. He was also a well-known baritone in the
community. Ernest married Evelina G. DOLMAGE in Souris on 7 August 1912. They would
have three daughters: Anna Charlotte, Maire, and Mrs. Edward May. Ernest moved to
Winnipeg with his family in 1916 and lived there until his death in 1943. He is interred in the
McGUINNESS family plot in the Brandon Municipal Cemetery (Section 22, Block D, Plot 48).

Annie May McGUINNESS (b. 23 December 1888 – d. 23 March 1948) was born in Carleton,
Ontario. She worked as a laundress at the Brandon Asylum in 1907. She became a
stenographer and worked with a number of firms, including George White Sons and Company
in 1913, A.G. Buckingham in 1917, Coldwell Coleman and Kerr from 1919-43, and Kerr,
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McQuarrie & Meighen in 1945. Annie was a member of the First Presbyterian Church and a
charter member of the Heather Club. She died in Brandon at the age of 59, and was interred in
the Brandon Municipal Cemetery (Section 22, Block D, Plot 22).

Frederick Gallagher McGUINNESS (b. 1891 – d. 23 May 1968) was born in Ottawa, Ontario.
While in Brandon, he was a student (1911) and secretary of Boys’ Work for the YMCA in 1913.
He moved to Winnipeg where he graduated from the Manitoba Medical College in 1917. On 3
December 1917, Lieutenant F.G. McGuinness enlisted with the Canadian Army Medical
Corps in Winnipeg. He served in France with the Royal Army Medical Corps and was a
Medical Officer attached with the Ninth Royal Irish Fusiliers. Lt. McGuiness survived the war
and returned to Winnipeg where he married Myrtle Eva WHITE in Winnipeg on 12 September
1922. They would have a son Jim “Jimmy” and a daughter Elizabeth (SHANNON). Dr.
McGuinness practiced in Obstetrics and Gynecology and taught at the University of Manitoba’s
Medical School from 1923 onwards. He was instrumental in helping his nephew, Frederick
George McGUINNESS return to school after he was injured in the Second World War. Dr.
McGuinness died in Winnipeg at the Deer Lodge Hospital following a lengthy illness.

Frederick George McGUINNESS had five sisters, three older and two younger. The eldest
sister, Mary Charlotte McGuinness (b. 1 May 1911 – d. 02 December 1973), was born in
Portage la Prairie. While in Brandon, she worked as a music teacher from 1937 to 1943 and
was an organist with Knox United Church from 1941 to 1943. She married Reverend Henry
John Herbert OLDFIELD (b. 4 June 1914, Saanich – d. September 2007, Victoria). They had
two sons, John and William Frederick “Fred” (b. 1945 – d. 21 August 1986). Mary passed
away in Coquitlam, BC.

Dorreene “Doney” Louise McGUINNESS (b. 31 December 1912 – d. 16 February 1976) was
born in Virden, Manitoba. She married Dr. Robert INGLIS (b. 17 April 1913 – d. November
1982) and had four children. Dorreene passed away in Estevan, Saskatchewan and is buried
in Souris Valley Memorial Gardens.

Kathleen Ruth McGUINNESS (b. 12 September 1915 – d. 15 September 1963) was born in
Brandon, Manitoba. She worked as an operator with Government Phones from 1937 to 1941
and as a clerk with CPR Telegraphs from 1943 to 1951. In 1951, she was President of the
Trillium Business and Professional Women’s Club. She died in Brandon at the age of 48, and
was interred in the Brandon Municipal Cemetery (Section 22, Block D, Plot 50).

Orma Grace McGuinness (b. 13 January 1925 – d. 3 January 2013) was born in Brandon. She
had trained as a nurse by 1947. She married George Edmond LONGPHEE (b. 9 September
1924, Souris, PEI – d. 7 May 2002, Sidney, BC) in Brandon on 1 June 1948. They had five
children. Orma passed away in Sidney, BC.

Carol McGUINNESS married Herbert YOUNG on 16 January 1954 and had two children. She
is the last surviving McGuinness sister of Frederick George McGuinness.

Custodial History:

Accession 1-2015 contains records created and collected over the course of McGuinness’
career as a newspaper journalist and freelance writer. The Estate of Fred McGuinness
donated the materials to the SJ McKee Archives circa 2011. The Archives accessioned the
records in 2015.
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Scope and Content:

Subseries consists of records created and collected by members of the McGuinness family,
as well as records created and collected by Fred McGuinness during his years in the
Canadian navy, college, and as a journalist, editor, and freelance writer. The papers and letters
include materials from paternal and maternal sides of the McGuinness family.

Records in the subseries consist of newspaper clippings, correspondence, financial papers,
legal documents, and military records .

Notes: Biographical information about the Pope-McGuinness families was
obtained from the following: Manitoba Vital Statistics Database for birth,
marriages, deaths; 1901, 1906, 1911 Canadian Censuses for
immigration dates, addresses, occupations; Henderson’s Brandon City
Directory (1906-1955) for addresses and occupations; obituaries
published in the Brandon Daily Sun, Brandon Sun, and Winnipeg Free
Press.

Accruals: Closed

Finding Aid: File level inventory is available

Storage Location: 2015 accessions

Related Material: McGuinness wrote about his family and published snippets in his
newspaper columns (see McG 2 Newspaper career series), articles (see
McG 3.2 Miscellaneous freelance) and monographs (see McG 5 series).
His book, Letters from Section 17: A Collection of Morningside Essays is
autobiographical in nature

Trillium Business and Professional Women’s Club records

Arrangement:

Arrangement was artificially created by the Archives. Subseries has been re-arranged
according to publication period.

Documents

McG 1_1 McGuinness
family papers and letters

inventory.pdf

 Read PDF

 Download PDF
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Fred McGuinness correspondence
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions13657

Other Title Info: Title based on the contents of the subseries

Part Of: Fred McGuinness collection

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: McG 1.2

Accession Number: 1-2015

GMD: textual records

Date Range: c. 1910 - 2010

Physical Description: Approximately 36 cm of textual records

1 artifact

History /
Biographical:

See collection level description for history/biography information on Frederick George
McGuinness.

Custodial History:

Accession 1-2015 contains records created and collected over the course of McGuinness’
career as a newspaper journalist and freelance writer. The Estate of Fred McGuinness
donated the materials to the SJ McKee Archives circa 2011. The Archives accessioned the
records in 2015.

Scope and Content:

Subseries consists of records created and collected by Fred McGuinness during his years in
the Canadian navy, college, federal government (Unemployment Insurance Commission),
Saskatchewan government (Saskatchewan Jubilee), and as a journalist, editor, and freelance
writer.

The papers and letters include materials from some members of the McGuinness family who
assisted McGuinness with his research, as well as reader correspondence and materials from
workshop participants. Readers of McGuinness’ columns often reminisced about Brandon’s
local history and enclosed newspapers clippings, photographs, and pamphlets with their
correspondence. Participants from his memoir writing workshops submitted their personal or
family memoirs for McGuinness to review, provide feedback, or add to his collection.

Records in the subseries consist of correspondence (letters, e-mail communications,
facsimiles, invitations, telegrams), newspaper clippings, programmes, ticket stubs. There is a
Medicine Hat News logo patch located within File 10 1955-1965 Medicine Hat News.

Notes: In the file level inventories, square brackets at end of file names reference
the original location of the file in the unprocessed Fred McGuinness
collection. The original location is also noted on the front of each file
folder.

Accruals: Closed

Finding Aid: File level inventory is available

Storage Location: 2015 accessions
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Related Material: John Everitt collection

Clarence Hopkin collection

Lawrence Stuckey collection

Jack Stothard collection

William Wallace papers

It is possible research and additional correspondence pertaining to
McGuinness’ columns and research materials may be found in Personal
papers (McG 1.1), Newspaper career (McG 2), Freelance (McG 3),
Broadcasts, talks and workshops (McG 6). Photographs were pulled and
added to McGuinness photographic collection (McG 9)

Arrangement:

Arrangement was artificially created by the Archives. Subseries has been re-arranged
according to publication period.

Documents

McG 1_2 Fred
McGuinness

correspondence
inventory.pdf

 Read PDF

 Download PDF

Fred McGuinness Ltd. business correspondence
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions13658

Other Title Info: Title based on the contents of the subseries

Part Of: Fred McGuinness collection

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: McG 1.3

Accession Number: 1-2015

GMD: textual records

Date Range: c. 1988 - 2010

Physical Description: Approximately 6 cm of textual records
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History /
Biographical:

See collection level description for history/biography information on Frederick George
McGuinness.

Custodial History:

Accession 1-2015 contains records created and collected over the course of McGuinness’
career as a newspaper journalist and freelance writer. The Estate of Fred McGuinness
donated the materials to the SJ McKee Archives circa 2011. The Archives accessioned the
records in 2015.

Scope and Content:

Subseries consists of records related to the business workings of Fred McGuinness Ltd. It
includes financial statements prepared for Fred McGuinness Ltd. and information on insurance
coverage.

Notes: In the file level inventories, square brackets at end of file names reference
the original location of the file in the unprocessed Fred McGuinness
collection. The original location is also noted on the front of each file
folder

Accruals: Closed

Finding Aid: File level inventory is available

Storage Location: 2015 accessions

Related Material: Statements on royalty earnings for McGuinness’ monograph Manitoba:
The Province & The People are located in the Correspondence
subseries (McG 1.2). Invoicing for McGuinness’ work on the Chronicle of
Canada is located with that monograph subseries (5.7)

Arrangement:

Arrangement was artificially created by the Archives. Subseries has been re-arranged
according to publication period.

Documents

McG 1_3 Fred
McGuinness Ltd

business documents
inventory.pdf

 Read PDF

 Download PDF
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Newspaper career
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions13660

Other Title Info: Title based on the contents of the series

Part Of: Fred McGuinness collection

Description Level: Series

Series Number: McG 2

Accession Number: 1-2015

GMD: textual records

Date Range: c. 1955 - 2010

Physical Description: Approximately 1.3 m of textual records

History /
Biographical:

See collection level description for history/biography information on Frederick George
McGuinness.

Custodial History:

Accession 1-2015 contains records created and collected over the course of McGuinness’
career as a newspaper journalist and freelance writer. The Estate of Fred McGuinness
donated the materials to the SJ McKee Archives circa 2011. The Archives accessioned the
records in 2015.

This accession contained records for the following newspaper publications: The Medicine Hat
News, The Brandon Daily Sun, and the Neighborly News column.

Scope and Content:

The series contains records created and collected by Fred McGuinness during his time as a
journalist, editor, and freelance writer. The series has been divided into three subseries,
including: (1) The Medicine Hat News; (2) The Brandon Sun; and (3) Neighborly News.

Notes: Readers’ correspondence may be found in Fred McGuinness’ personal
papers, subseries McG 1.2 Correspondence

Accruals: Closed

Finding Aid: File level inventories for each subseries are available. See
individual subseries’ descriptions

Storage Location: 2015 accessions

Related Material: Clarence Hopkin collection

Lawrence Stuckey collection

Jack Stothard collection

Fred McGuinness would write/publish about a topic in a number of
forums. Therefore, it is possible research materials pertaining to his
newspaper columns may be found in the Fred McGuinness collection
subseries: Correspondence (McG 1.2), Miscellaneous freelance (McG
3.2), Local history research (McG 4.1), and Newspaper clippings (4.2)


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Arrangement:

Arrangement was artificially created by the Archives. Series has been re-arranged according
to publication period.

McG 2 Newspaper career 

McG 2.1 The Medicine Hat News
McG 2.2 The Brandon Sun
McG 2.3 Neighborly News 

The Medicine Hat News
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions13661

Other Title Info: Title based on the contents of the subseries

Part Of: Fred McGuinness collection

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: McG 2.1

Accession Number: 1-2015

GMD: textual records

Date Range: c. 1955 - 1965, 1988

Physical Description: Approximately 50 cm of textual records

History /
Biographical:

Fred McGuinness worked with The Medicine Hat News for 10 years, starting in 1955, when he
was hired as an assistant to the paper’s publisher. In 1958, he was promoted to publisher of
the newspaper. At the same time McGuinness was also appointed vice-president of Southam
Company Limited. Based in Toronto, Southam Company Limited was the parent organization
that oversaw the Southam Printing Company (Toronto and Montreal) and the publication of a
number of weekly newspapers, including The Ottawa Citizen, The Hamilton Spectator, The
Winnipeg Tribune, The Calgary Herald, The Edmonton Journal, The Vancouver Province and
The Medicine Hat News. In addition to his administrative duties, while with The Medicine Hat
News, McGuinness authored a column titled, “The Lighthouse.” In November of 1965, he
resigned as publisher and moved with his family to Winnipeg where he was appointed
manager of the New Personnel and Information Division with James Richardson and Sons.

In 1988, McGuinness was hired by The Medicine Hat News to write a 20 article feature about
his reminisces of Medicine Hat. McGuinness referred to this collection of stories as “Hat
Memoirs.”

Custodial History:

Accession 1-2015 contains records created and collected over the course of McGuinness’
career as a newspaper journalist and freelance writer. The Estate of Fred McGuinness
donated the materials to the SJ McKee Archives circa 2011. The Archives accessioned the
records in 2015.
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Scope and Content:

The subseries contains records created and collected by Fred McGuinness during his time as
a journalist, editor, and freelance writer for The Medicine Hat News. Records include Medicine
Hat News clippings from the 1960s, a scrapbook containing clippings of McGuinness’
Lighthouse column (1961-1964) and drafts of McGuinness’ 1988 Medicine Hat memoirs.

Records in the subseries consist of rough drafts, article proofs, newspaper clippings, a
scrapbook, and correspondence.

Notes: Readers’ correspondence pertaining to McGuinness’ time in Medicine
Hat may be found in Fred McGuinness’ personal papers, subseries McG
1.2 Correspondence

Accruals: Closed

Finding Aid: A file level inventory is available

Storage Location: 2015 accessions

Arrangement:

Arrangement was artificially created by the Archives. Subseries has been re-arranged
according to publication period 
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The Brandon Sun
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions13662

Other Title Info: Title based on the contents of the subseries

Part Of: Fred McGuinness collection

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: McG 2.2

Accession Number: 1-2015

GMD: textual records

Date Range: c. 1966 - 2010
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Physical Description: Approximately 63.5 cm of textual records

History /
Biographical:

In November 1966, McGuinness was hired as vice-president to the Brandon Sun. He moved to
Brandon with his family and had a career with the paper until his death in 2011. During his
years with the Sun, McGuinness wrote a tri-weekly “Sunbeams” (sometimes spelled “Sun
Beams”) column using the nom-de-plume F.A. [Fifth And] Rosser. Sunbeams was similar to
McGuinness’ “Lighthouse” column for The Medicine Hat News; commenting on a variety of
current events, Sunbeams also included book reviews, local events, and reminiscences.

Upon his retirement in January 1987, McGuinness was made publisher emeritus of the
Brandon Sun. A week after his retirement, he began writing a new column for the Sun, called
the “Diary.” Initially a bi-weekly column, which was made into a weekly column in 2009,
McGuinness continued writing the “Diary” until his hospitalization in 2010. The Diary column
was primarily a historical retrospective of Brandon, although it also touched on broader topics
of interest to McGuinness during the time period.

Custodial History:

Accession 1-2015 contains records created and collected over the course of McGuinness’
career as a newspaper journalist and freelance writer. The Estate of Fred McGuinness
donated the materials to the SJ McKee Archives circa 2011. The Archives accessioned the
records in 2015.

Scope and Content:

The subseries contains records created and collected by Fred McGuinness during his time as
a journalist, editor, and freelance writer with the Brandon Sun. The records consist of
scrapbooks of Sunbeams columns, Sunbeam drafts, Diary drafts, article proofs, column
research, and correspondence.

Notes: Readers’ correspondence pertaining to McGuinness’ time with the
Brandon Sun can be found in Fred McGuinness’ personal papers,
subseries McG 1.2 Correspondence. Possible research for his Sunbeam
and Diary columns may be found in McG 4.1 Local history research and
McG 2.3 Neighborly News (File 3)

Accruals: Closed

Finding Aid: A file level inventory is available

Storage Location: 2015 accessions

Arrangement:

Arrangement was artificially created by the Archives. Subseries has been re-arranged
according to publication period 
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Neighborly News columns
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions13663

Other Title Info: Title based on the contents of the subseries

Part Of: Fred McGuinness collection

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: McG 2.3

Accession Number: 1-2015

GMD: textual records

Date Range: c. 1979 - 2002

Physical Description: Approximately 18 cm of textual records

History /
Biographical:

Fred McGuinness wrote the syndicated weekly news column “Neighborly News” for 22 years,
beginning in 1979. According to McGuinness, the Neighborly News column evolved out of the
interest in and the impending cancellation of the CBC Radio broadcast “Neighborly News from
the Prairies.” McGuinness credits Eugene Derksen (Steinbach Carillon), Miles Phillips
(Boissevain Recorder), and Ian MacKenzie (Portage Graphic) for approaching him about
printing/publishing a Neighborly News column. The column initially began with a dozen
subscriptions from weeklies and grew to publication in 55 weeklies.

McGuinness described his creative process as follows. McGuinness received weeklies from
Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta, from which he would read the first page and the
editorial page. He created thematic files from clippings he accumulated over a period of time.
He would then write four columns at a time based on the materials he assembled and had the
columns printed at the Brandon Sun plant for camera-ready copy. Other weeklies had to re-
type the columns if they did not have the facilities. The weekly columns were written for
publication periods beginning every Monday.

McGuinness wrote his last Neighborly News column during the publication week of April 1,
2002. In his final column he confessed that his age-related macular degeneration (AMD),
diagnosed in 2001, had become an impediment to his research, writing, and editing abilities.
A month later, a Neighborly News retrospective written by McGuinness was published. In that
column McGuinness reviewed the history of the Neighborly News broadcast and column and
described his writing process.

The successor to McGuinness’ Neighborly News column was Margaret “Peggy” HASEIN, the
editor and co-publisher of the Biggar Independent. Hasein was the successful bidder for the
column after McGuinness put his column up for sale upon receiving his AMD diagnosis. The
Neighborly News column is still in print today (2015).

Custodial History:

Records were collected and created by McGuinness during the publication of the syndicated
column Neighborly News from 1980 to 2002. The materials were donated to the SJ McKee
Archives by the Estate of Fred McGuinness circa 2011. The Archives accessioned the records
in 2015.
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Scope and Content:

The subseries consists of textual records (i.e., typed drafts, camera ready copy, and
correspondence) created during the publication period (1980 to 2002) of Fred McGuinness’
syndicated Neighborly News column. The Archives does not have copies of McGuinness’
Neighborly News columns from 1999 to 2002. There is one file folder containing letters of
thanks and congratulations upon McGuinness’ retirement in April 2002.

Notes: Information in the history/biography was taken from Neighborly News
columns published in the Roblin Review (April 2, 2002, 4), and The
Glenboro Gazette (May 7, 2002, 11). In the Glenboro Gazette column,
“Looking Back,” McGuinness recalled the history of history Neighborly
News radiobroadcast and column. The timeline provided in the article,
appears to conflict with the actual dates the radio broadcast was
cancelled by CBC and the beginning of the publication of the Neighborly
News column. The Archives have used McGuinness’ date in the looking
back column but researchers should be aware of the discrepancies in the
timeline

The original location of the file (when the Fred McGuinness collection was
unprocessed) is noted on the front of each file folder. The first sentence of
each column was provided in the file level inventory because weeklies
published alternative titles for the same column. The square bracket at
the end of each item contains a few keywords for the respective column

Camera-ready proofs are numbered and dated for the weekly publication
period beginning on Mondays. Certain columns in this series were mis-
numbered and/or mis-dated by McGuinness. McGuinness’ numbers and
dates have been retained and the discrepancies noted by the editorial
marking [sic]

Accruals: Closed

Finding Aid: A file level inventory is available

Storage Location: 2015 accessions

Related Material: Fred McGuinness would write/publish about a topic in a number of
forums. For example, when researching and writing the Bootstrap profiles
for the provincial government, McGuinness also mentioned these
individuals in his Neighborly News or Brandon Sun Diary columns.
Therefore, it is possible research materials pertaining to his Neighborly
News columns may be found in the subseries: Correspondence (McG
1.2), Clippings (McG 4.2), Local history (McG 4.1), Miscellaneous
freelance (McG 3.2) and Reader’s Digest (McG 3.1)

McGuinness details his vision problems and sale of the Neighborly News
column in his memoir “Lost in Hotel Beesborough” (see McG 2.2 File 16,
and McG 3.2, Misc. Freelance File 53)

Arrangement:

Arrangement was artificially created by the Archives. Subseries has been arranged according
to column number/publication period 
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