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David Bovington
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4242

Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: 2.4

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1925-1926

Physical Description: 26.5 cm

History /
Biographical:

Dr. Bovington was born in Gonbridge Wells, Kent County, England on December 2, 1869 to
Richard and Emma Bovington (nee Deuch). He came to Canada in 1890. After training for the
ministry at Woodstock College and McMaster University, where he graduated in 1899, he
attended Rochester Theological Seminary before being ordained in Victoria BC. In addition to
Victoria, Bovington held pastorages in Windsor and St. Thomas, ON.

Bovington married his wife Martha Lockhart (1870-1957) in Oxford, ON on January 3, 1900.
The couple had at least four children: Richard Dadson (1901-1972), Marguerite Agnes (1902-
1975), David L (1904-1953) and Archibald T (1906-1983).

In 1906, Bovington went to Rochester to take his Doctor of Divinity; while there he was an
instructor in Systematic Theology and Homiletics. In 1915, he took his Master's in Systematic
Theology at the University of Chicago. From 1916 - 1925, Bovington served as the pastor of
First Baptist Church, Cleveland, OH.

In 1925, Bovington was asked to become the fourth president of Brandon College. Although he
accepted the position his wife and family did not accompany him to Brandon when he arrived
in the summer of 1925. Bovington resigned from the Presidency on May 24, 1926, claiming
that the pressure of trying to secure funds for the financial support of the school was beyond his
strength.

David Bovington died in Cleveland, OH on August 21, 1955.

Scope and Content:

Dr. Bovington was President for only nine months. His collection includes correspondence
regarding the Baptist Union of Western Canada, Modernists, and Dr. MacNeill. As well,
religious field work is documented. There is quite a bit of correspondence from the Registrar
and Bursar regarding student accounts. Fundraising for Brandon College is documented,
especially the Davies’ Fund campaign and the Endowment Fund campaign. There is quite a
bit of correspondence to and from Dr. MacNeill, who was Acting President, from before Dr.
Bovington arrived in Brandon and after he resigned.
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Franklin W. Sweet
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Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: 2.3

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1923-1924

Physical Description: 60.5 cm

History /
Biographical:

Dr. Sweet was born in Dayton, Ohio. He graduated from Denison University, Granville, Ohio in
1889. In 1892 he graduated from the Rochester Theological Seminary in Rochester, NY. His
first pastorate was in Adrian, Michigan, where he was ordained. Dr. Sweet served ten years at
the Calvary Church in Minneapolis. In 1920, Dr. Sweet was appointed to a committee by the
Northern Convention to inquire into the loyalty of schools to the historic faith of the Baptists.
Sweet received his Doctor of Divinity from Denison University in 1921. He worked for the
Y.M.C.A. during World War I in the United States and Overseas. After Dr. Whidden retired in
1923, Dr. Sweet was offered the position of President of Brandon College. He accepted the
offer and arrived in Brandon with his wife and six children on September 10, 1923. Mrs. Sweet
was a graduate of Mt. Holyoke College, and she had been a faculty member at Denison
University. Dr. Sweet felt that Brandon was a call of God. He was inaugurated on October 11,
1923, and was readily accepted by students and faculty members alike.

His enthusiasm for fund raising was apparent, and he often took long trips in search of yet
another subscription. He won the approval of the faculty, the students, the community and the
Baptists. It was thought that Brandon College would prosper under the capable leadership of
Dr. Sweet. Unfortunately, he died very suddenly at his home in Brandon on December 30,
1924. He was 55 years old. A funeral was held on January 3, 1925, and a memorial on
January 7, 1925.

Scope and Content:

Because of his short term of office, there are few papers left from Dr. Sweet. The collection
includes invoices from Brandon College accounts, correspondence to and from the Bursar and
Registrar, and Board of Director Meeting minutes. There is considerable correspondence
from Dr. Sweet to various people regarding sermon topics, foreign missionary work, and his
own faith. As well, Dr. Sweet was very conscious of the need for funds to run the College. He
was very involved in the fundraising efforts of the College and the Baptists on behalf of
Brandon College. There is also correspondence dealing with the MacNeill controversy in the
early 1920’s.
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