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Part Of: RG 6 Brandon University fonds

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: 4.2

Accession Number: 10-2005

GMD: multiple media

Date Range: 1949-1977

Physical Description: 6.54 m

History /
Biographical:

VICE-PRESIDENTS (ADMINISTRATION & FINANCE):

D.R. MACKAY (Brandon College 1947-1967; Brandon University 1967-1972)

Donald Ross MacKay was born in Weyburn, Saskatchewan. He came to Brandon College in
1936, and graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1939 or 1940. From 1940-1947,
MacKay served in the Canadian Army Canada and overseas. In September 1947 he was
appointed Registrar-Bursar at Brandon College. During his career he also served as
University Comptroller, Public Relations Officer, Director of Development, Secretary to the
Board of Governors, Secretary of the Board of Directors, Secretary to Senate and Assistant to
the President. He also served on the Brandon College Expansion Committee, the Hales
Museum Committee and was the Chairman of the Athletic Directorate. MacKay retired from
the University in 1984. After his retirement he served on the Brandon University Foundation
Board of Directors. In recognition of his service to the University MaKay was presented with
the Alumni Award in 1974 and with the Distinguished Service Award in 1981 for his
contributions to society. MacKay's additional community involvement included the Centennial
Auditorium Committee, the Brandon Schools Orchestral Band Association, the Planning
Committee for First United Church - St. Paul's Church (what became Central United Church),
the Manitoba Heart Foundation, the Kiwanis Club, the Wally Byam Caravan Club, Nitecappers
and Northview Pools Inc.

MacKay's career at Brandon College and Brandon University was unprecedented in the
breadth of administrative responsibility. As a result, records created during his tenure as
Comptroller almost certainly also reflect his responsibilites beyond the Comptroller's Office.

Don MacKay died on April 2, 1990. He was predeceased by his first wife Gwen Dobie, with
whom he had four children: Joan, Holly, Ross and Jane. He left behind a second wife, Mona.

CARMAN RUST (1973-1976)

Carman Frederick Rust was born in Brandon, Manitoba on August 27, 1935. He graduated
from Brandon College in 1949 with an Arts degree. Rust completed his C.A. in Winnipeg in
1964, and from 1964-1969 he worked as an accountant with Donovan, Stone & Co. in
Brandon. In 1969 he was hired as Assistant Comptroller under D.R. MacKay at Brandon
University. He became Comptroller in 1973 and retired in 1976. Rust served as a Lieutenant in
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University. He became Comptroller in 1973 and retired in 1976. Rust served as a Lieutenant in
the Canadian Forces Supplementary Reserve and was a past President of both the Kinsmen
Club of Brandon and the Brandon Golf & Country Club. He was married and had 3 children.
Carman Rust died in Brandon on February 7, 2001.

ROSS EASTLEY (1976-1987)

Ross Eastley graduated from Brandon University in 1969 with a Bachelor of Arts degree. He
then articled as a C.A. student with Donovan, Stone and Company, receiving his Chartered
Accountant's degree in 1972. Eastley was hired as an Associate Accountant at Brandon
University in 1973. He later became Accountant and was Acting Comptroller in 1976; in 1977
he became Comptroller, responsible for the accounting offices and ancillary enterprises. In the
years following, Eastley became responsible for other areas such as the computer centre, the
physical lant and personnel. After his job expanded in terms of responsibilities his title was
changed ffrom Comptroller to Vice-President. Eastley also taught introductory accounting to
students participating in Brandon Univeristy's Continuing Education program. He resigned
from his position as Vice-President (Administration and Finance) in August 1987 to enter into
private practise as a chartered accountant.

During his time at Brandon University, Easltey, along with Terry Mitchell, created TKM
Software Limited, a venture that developed library software. In addition to his accounting
practice, Eastley continued his work in this area following his departure from Brandon
University. Since June 2005, he has held the position of Secretary-Treasurer of the Western
School Division in Mordon, MB.

LARRY DAWSON (1987-1996)

Larry Dawson received his B.Sc. and his M.B.A. from the University of Alberta. He obtained a
Registered Industrial Accountant certificate from the Society of Management Accountants in
Manitoba.

Dawson was appointed Vice-President (Administration and Finance) of Brandon University on
November 1, 1987. Prior to that appointment he held the post of Chief Financial Officer for
East Kottenay Community College in Cranbrook, B.C. He had also been an instructor at the
University of Alberta, Simon Fraser University and the University of Nairobi, Kenya.

He left Brandon University in 1996 to accept the position of Vice-President (Administration
and Finance) at Mount Royal College in Calgary. After a brief period in the United Arab
Emirates, Larry Dawson returned to Calgary, and at present (January 2006) he and his wife
Barb continue to live there.

SCOTT LAMONT (1996-present)

No biographical information yet.

Scope and Content:

Sub-series consists of records created and collected by the Office of the
Bursar/Comptroller/Vice-President (Administration and Finance). It includes correspondence,
financial information, reports, newsclippings, photographs, reference materials, lists, memos,
blueprints, newsletters
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Notes: A partial inventory for the sub-series exists as a Word document. In the
years initally following the change from "Bursar" to "Comptroller" the
terms were sometimes used interchangably. All files marked "Personal -
D.R. MacKay" have been removed and placed in MG 1 Brandon
University Teaching and Administration at 1.7 D.R. MacKay. Biographical
information in the History/Bio field was taken from Brandon University
calendars (1967-2006) and biographical files located in the McKee
Archives. Partial biographical information for Larry Dawson was taken
from an article in "The Quill" (September 24, 1987).

Name Access: Donald R. MacKay

Carman Rust

Ross Eastley

Larry Dawson

Scott Lamont

Storage Location: RG 6 Brandon University fonds
Series 4: Office of the Vice-President

Arrangement:

Where there was no obvious arrangement, the files in the sub-series have been arranged
chronologically. Original order was maintained in all other instances.

President's files
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions78

Part Of: RG 6 Brandon University fonds

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: 3.1

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1967 - c.2000

Physical Description: approximately 35 m

History /
Biographical:

BRANDON UNIVERSITY PRESIDENTS:

DR. JOHN E. ROBBINS (Brandon College 1960-1967; Brandon University 1967 - August 31,
1969)

John E. Robbins was raised in Darlingford, Manitoba. He received both his B.A. and M.A. from
the University of Manitoba. He spent a number of years working in the Education Division of
the Bureau of Statistics, attaining the position of Director there, as well as being the Director of
the Information Division. During the years that he worked there he took several leaves of
absence in order to hold a Carnegie Corporation Traveling Fellowship in the Scandinavian
countries in 1933 and to obtain his Ph.D. at the University of Ottawa in 1935.

Robbins helped to found the Canadian Association for Adult Education, the Social Science
Research Council of Canada, the Humanities Research Council of Canada, the United
Nations Association in Canada and the Canadian Citizenship Council. In 1942 he became a
member of the Board of Directors of Carlton University. Dr. Robbins was active in UNESCO
work, was a member of Canadian Government delegations to foreign conferences and spent a
year as director of an educational system for Palestinian refugees in the Arab countries
surrounding Israel.
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surrounding Israel.

In 1960, while editor-in-chief of the newly compiled "Encyclopedia Canadiana," Robbins was
asked to become the sixth and final President of Brandon College. From 1960 to 1967, he
oversaw construction of the Arts and Library Building and Lecture Theatre, a Mens' Residence,
a Dining Hall, a Heating Plant, a Ladies' Residence, a Music Building, a Physical Education
Building and an Education Building. After the university charter was granted in 1967, Robbins
was installed as the first President of Brandon University. After his retirement from Brandon
University in 1969, he took the position of Canadian Ambassador to the Vatican. He died in
1995, at the age of 91.

DR. A.L. DULMAGE (July 1, 1970 - June 30, 1977)

Andrew Lloyd Dulmage was born in Hamilton, Ontario on August 13, 1917. He obtained his
Bachelor's degree in 1939 and his Masters in 1940, both from the University of Toronto. After
working as a teaching fellow at the University of Toronto for one year, Dulmage took a position
at the University of Manitoba teaching in the department of mathematics. In 1950, he left the
University of Manitoba for a position at the Royal Military College of Canada. Dulmage
received his Ph.D. from the University of Toronto in 1952.

Dulmage returned to the University of Manitoba from 1956-1964, before being appointed head
of the department of mathematics at the University of Alberta. In 1966, he returned to the
University of Manitoba as Professor of mathematics and Associate Dean of the faculties of
arts and science; he was named Dean of Arts and Acting Dean of the faculties of arts and
science in 1969. Dulmage left the University of Manitoba in 1970 to accept the position of
President of Brandon University.

Under his leadership, from 1970-1977, the Native Studies Department was established and
several four-year programs were introduced at Brandon University. Dulmage also helped to
expand educational opportunities for the public in general and senior citizens in particular.
After leaving BU, Dulmage headed the mathematics department Andrew Lloyd Dulmage was
married with two children. He died suddenly at his home in Gold River, Nova Scotia on May 16,
1989.

DR. HAROLD J. PERKINS (July 1, 1977 - December 1983)

Harold Jackson Perkins was born in London, Ontario c. 1930. He received degrees from the
University of British Columbia and Iowa. From 1958-1963, Perkins was a researcher with the
Canadian department of agriculture in Lethbridge, AB before moving to Plattsurgh, NY where
he held the post of Dean of Graduate Studies and Research for the University of New York,
Plattsburgh campus.

Perkins began his tenure as President of Brandon University in July 1977. He resigned on
November 28, 1983. Following his departure from the President's Office, Perkins returned to a
faculty position at Brandon University and did some teaching related to computer systems until
his retirement.

Harold Perkins is married to Mary Louise. They have four children together, three sons and a
daughter. They continue to live in Brandon, MB.

DR. E.J. TYLER (February 1984 - July 31, 1985)

Earl John (Curly) Tyler was born December 22, 1913 in Moose Jaw, SK. He received his B.A.
from the University of Manitoba in 1946 and his M.Sc. in 1950 and Ph.D. in 1954 from the
University of Utah. He carried out post-doctoral studies at the University of Saskatchewan in
1957 and 1961, the University of Michigan in 1959, and Harvard University in 1960.

Tyler joined the staff at Brandon College in 1949, founding and developing the undergraduate
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Tyler joined the staff at Brandon College in 1949, founding and developing the undergraduate
program in psychology there; from 1949-1976, he was the Chairman of the Psychology
Department. In 1979, while continuing his consulting and research work in the areas of
recreation and leisure, Tyler retired to do continued research on the psychology of aging. He
was appointed Professor Emeritus in the fall of 1980. From February 1984 to July 1985, Tyler
was the Interim President of Brandon University and in October, 1985, he was the first BU
past-president to be honored as President Emeritus by the BU Board of Governors.

In 1974, Tyler was the third recipient of the Clifford J. Robson Distinguished Psychologist in
Manitoba Award for outstanding service to Psychology in Manitoba. Tyler, a social
psychologist, was the first winner from outside Winnipeg. In 1983, he was awarded The
Canadian Parks and Recreation Association Citation for Outstanding Achievement. Tyler was
also an honorary lifetime member in the Canadian Psychological Association.

Earl J. (Curly) Tyler died on October 16, 1997.

DR. JOHN R. MALLEA (August 1, 1985 - July 31, 1990)

Born in 1937/8, John Mallea's academic and research background included the fields of
sociology and education. Prior to becoming President and Vice-Chancellor of Brandon
University, Mallea held teaching positions at Queen's University and at the Ontario institute for
Studies in Education, University of Toronto, where he also served as Assistant Director
(Academic).

During his tenure at Brandon University, Mallea worked closesly with the Planning and
Priorities Committee, which resulted in academic and physical growth, including: approval for
the Bachelor of Nursing and Masters of Education; the opening of the Rural Development
Institute; the establishment of the Stanley Knowles Distinguished Visiting Professorship
Endowment; cooperative educational projects with Malawi, Swaziland and Botswana; the
completion of the Knowles-Douglas Complex, the Queen Elizabeth II Music Building, the near
completion of a new steam plant and the initial plans for the Clark Hall and Original Building
renovations; and the Building From Strength campaign.

John Mallea is married to Paula Mallea, a lawyer who had a thriving law practice in Kingston
before coming to Brandon, where she sat for the Manitoba bar exams. The John and Paula
Mallea Endowment Fund at Brandon University was established in their honour.

DR. C.D. ANDERSON (August 1, 1990 - July 31, 2000)

C. Dennis Anderson was born on September 29, 1942 in Libau, Manitoba. He received his
B.Sc. from Brandon College (The University of Manitoba) in 1964, his Masters in Business
Administration from McMaster University in 1969, and his Ph.D. in Business Administration
from the University of Western Ontario in 1977.

From 1969-1971, Anderson was an Assistant Professor of Marketing and Management at the
College of Commerce, University of Saskatchewan and from 1974-1990, he taught in the
Faculty of Management at the University of Manitoba. In addition to his teaching
responsibilities, Anderson was also the President of Decision Research Limited, a marketing
research and business consulting firm.

Anderson came to Brandon University in 1990. From that date until his resignation in July
2004, he was a Professor in the Department of Business Administration. In addition, from
1990-2000, Anderson was the President and Vice-Chancellor of Brandon University. During
his years in Brandon, he was also: Chair of various search committees for senior
administrative positions; a founding member of the Northern Manitoba Business Institute; a
member of the Board of the Brandon University Alumni Association; a member of the Board of
Brandon University Foundation; an ex-officio member of Faculty Councils; Chair of the Central
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Appointments Committee; Chair of the President's Advisory Group; Chair of the Joint Board-
Senate Planning and Priorities Committee; Chair of the Senate and senate Executive; and a
member of the Board of Governors and various Board subcommittees.

Some of Anderson's additional involvements included being a member of: the Rural Advisory
Committee to the Minister of Rural Development (1994-1997); the Board of Directors of the
Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada; the Economic Innovation and Technology
Council (EITC) Government of Manitoba; the Governing Council of the University of Swaziland;
the Board of Directors, Centra Gas Manitoba Inc.; the Board of Directors, Canadian Council
for Aboriginal Business (Manitoba Region); and the Board of Directors, Brandon Chamber of
Commerce.

At present (January 2006), Dennis Anderson lives in Libau, MB.

DR. LOUIS P. VISENTIN (August 1, 2000 - July 31, 2009)

No biographical information yet.

Dr. Deborah Poff (August 1, 2009 - July 31, 2014)

Deborah Poff has a B.A. (Hons) from Queen's University and a B.A. (Hons) in Psychology from
the University of Guelph. She obtained her M.A. from Carelton University and her Ph.D. in
Philosophy from the University of Guelph. She is married to Dr. Alex Michalos.

Poff joined the University of Northern British Columbia in 1993 as the founding Dean of the
Faculty of Arts and Science and served for ten years as the Vice-President Academic and
Provost. In 2004-2005, she served as the Sheldon Chumir Fellow in public policy doing
research on ethical leadership and the future of university governance.

During her career Poff co-founded two international peer-reviewed academic journals, the
Journal of Business Ethics and the Journal of Academic Ethics. She has served on numerous
national and international boards and councils, holding positions including President of the
National Council on Ethics in Human Research and Vice-President Development with the
Canadian Federation for the Humanities and Social Sciences.

Following the completion of her term as President at Brandon University, Poff retired to the
Ottawa area. She was appointed a Member of the Order of Canada in 2016.

DR. GERVAN ALBERT FEARON (August 1, 2014 - July 31, 2017)

Gervan Fearon completed his post-secondary education at the University of Guelph (B.A. and
M.A. in Agricultural Economics) and received his Ph.D. in Economics from the University of
Western Ontario. He also holds a Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA, CGA)
designation.

Prior to joining Brandon University as Vice-President (Adcademic & Provost) in 2013, Fearon
held several academic positions including Dean of the G. Raymond Chang School of
Continuing Education at Ryerson University, as an Associate Dean (Faculty of Liberal Arts &
Professional Studies) and Associate Professor at York University. He was also a Visiting
Scholar at the University of Washington. In addition to his academic career, Fearon also spent
several years in the Ontario Government as a senior analyst at Treasury Board Division,
Ontario Ministry of Finance, and as an executive assistant to the Deputy Minister at the Ministry
of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs. He is a recipient of the Queen Elizabeth II Diamon
Jubilee Medal.

Fearon was appointed President and Vice-Chancellor of Brandon University in August 2014.
He left his position at Brandon University in July 2017 to become President and Vice-
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He left his position at Brandon University in July 2017 to become President and Vice-
Chancellor at Brock University.

DR. STEVEN ROBINSON (Interim President, August 1, 2017 - April 30, 2019)

Steven Robinson joined the Philosophy Department at Brandon University in 1996, after
lecturing at both the University of Regina and the University of Guelph. Robinson completed
brief stints as Associate Dean of Arts, Acting Dean of Arts and Acting Vice-President
(Academic & Provost) before being appointed Vice-President (Academic & Provost) for a five
year term commencing July 1, 2016.

Robinson was appointed Interim President and Vice-Chancellor by the Brandon University
Board of Governors following the announcement of Gervan Fearon's departure.

DR. DAVID DOCHERTY (May 1, 2019 - present)

David Docherty completed degrees from McMaster University and Wilfrid Laurier, as well as a
Ph.D. in Political Science from the University of Toronto.

Prior to becoming Brandon Univeristy's President and Vice-Chancellor in 2019, Docherty
spent more than seventeen years at Wilfrid Laurier University, serving as a Professor of
Political Science, as Dean of Arts and as a Senior Advisor on Multi-Campus Initiatives. He
was also a founding member of the university's Laurier Institute for the Study of Public Opinion.
For ten years before coming to Brandon, Docherty served as President at Mount Royal
University.

Scope and Content:

The majority of the records in this sub-series are unprocessed.

Notes: A partial inventory of the sub-series exsists as a Word document.
Biographical information for John E. Robbins was taken from the
"Brandon College finding aid" prepared by Karyn Riedel for the McKee
Archives in 1998. Biographical information for Dennis Anderson was
taken from his personel file. Biographical information for E.J. Tyler was
taken from his biographical file in the McKee Archives. Biographical
information for Harold Perkins was taken from an article in "The Quill"
(April 7, 1977). Biographical information on Lloyd Dulmage was taken
from Campus News - 1989. Biographical information for John Mallea was
taken from Campus News (April 1985, May 1989, June 1990).
Biographical information for Deborah Poff, Gervan Fearon, Steven
Robinson and David Docherty was taken from Brandon University press
releases.

Storage Location: RG 6 Brandon University fonds
Series 3: Office of the President

S. J. McKee Archives p. 7

http://archives.brandonu.ca/#


President's reports
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions86

Part Of: RG 6 Brandon University fonds

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: 3.2

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1914-1993 (not inclusive)

Physical Description: 18 cm

History /
Biographical:

The Annual President's Report typically included a brief report from each office of the
College/University, covering the developments of the previous year. In addition, financial,
enrollment data and new program initiatives were included. The annual reports also contained
information concerning faculty publications and awards.

Scope and Content:

Sub-series contains President's reports for the following years:

BOX 1:
1914-1915; 1921-1923; 1926-1927; 1927-1928; 1929-1930; 1934-1935; 1935-1936; 1946-
1947; 1960-1962; 1962-1964; 1964-1967; 1968-1969; 1969-1970; 1970-1971; 1971-1972;
1972-1973; 1973-1974; 1974-1975; 1975-1976; 1976-1977

Brandon College report for 1964-1967, contains a historical account of the development of the
library for the period 1900-1967.

BOX 2:
1978-1979; 1982-1983; 1983-1984; 1985-1986; 1986-1987; 1987-1988; 1988-1989; 1989-
1990; 1991-1993

Notes: For ease of administration, President's reports from the Brandon College
era have been included in the sub-series. Formerly accession RP80-43.

Storage Location: RG 6 Brandon University fonds
Series 3: Office of the President
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