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Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: MG 2 2.18

Accession Number: 3-1998

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1912-1980; predominant 1912-1950

Physical Description: 1.08 m

History /
Biographical:

Dr. Robert Harvey graduated from Brandon College in 1913 (McMaster Arts). He received a
diploma in theology from Brandon College in 1915. Initially a minister in the Presbyterian
Church, Dr. Harvey spent the greater part of his life as a minister in the service of the United
Church of Canada.

Custodial History:

This fonds was accessioned by the McKee Archives in 1998. Prior custodial history is
unknown.

Scope and Content:

This fonds consists of manuscripts written by Dr. Robert Harvey, various newspaper clippings,
primarily from the Brandon Sun, featuring articles written by Harvey. Fonds also contains war-
time publications from the Soviet Union, United States of America, and Canada. Topics
include: the armistice, biographical accounts of war-time figures, the history of the church in
Canada, human rights, communism and fascism.

Notes: CAIN No. 202618

Subject Access: United Church of Canada

Brandon Sun

WW II

Soviet Union

Storage Location: MG 2 Brandon College Students
2.18 Dr. Robert Harvey

Related Material: Brandon College registration cards
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Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds

Description Level: Sub-series
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Series Number: 2.6

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1960-1967

History /
Biographical:

Dr. John Everett Robbins was born 9 October 1903 in Hampton, Ontario the son of John and
Gertrude (Brown) Robbins. He married Catherine St. Denis on 11 June 1934 in Ogdens, New
York. John Robbins was raised in Darlingford, Manitoba. He attended the University of
Manitoba graduating with a B.A. Hon 1928 and M.A.in 1929. Dr. Robbins completed a Ph.D at
the University of Ottawa in 1935. From 1936-1951 he was Director of the Education Division,
Dominion Bureau of Statistics.

Dr. Robbins helped to found the Canadian Association for Adult Education, the Social Science
Research Council of Canada, the Humanities Research Council of Canada, the United
Nations Association in Canada, and the Canadian Citizenship Council. In 1942 he became a
member of the Board of Directors of Carlton University. Dr. Robbins was active in UNESCO
work: he was a member of Canadian Government delegations to foreign conferences, and, in
1951-52, he spent a year as Director of an educational project for Palestinian Refugees in the
Middle East.

In 1960, while editor-in-chief of the newly compiled “Encyclopedia Canadiana,” Dr. Robbins
was asked to become President of Brandon College. From 1960 to 1967, he oversaw
construction of the Arts and Library Building and Lecture Theatre, a Men's Residence, a Dining
Hall, a Heating Plant, a Ladies’ Residence, a Music Building, a Physical Education Building
and an Education Building. After the university charter was granted in 1967, Dr. Robbins was
installed as the first President of Brandon University.

After his retirement from Brandon University Dr. Robbins was appointed Canadian
Ambassador to the Vatican 1970-73. In the years after his departure from Brandon, he held
many positions including President of World Federalists of Canada 1977-79 and President of
the Canadian Writers Foundation
1976-78. Dr. Robbins served as Executive Chairman and Treasurer of Amnesty International
in Canada 1973-75.

He was the recipient of an honorary LLD from the University of Manitoba (1967), Carleton
University ( 1969) and Brandon University (1974). In 1994, the title President Emeritus of
Brandon University was conferred on John Robbins by the Board of Governors of the
University. Dr. Robbins died in 1995, at the age of 91.

Scope and Content:

Dr. Robbins' administrative records are located in the Brandon University fonds.

Notes: Dr. John E. Robbins archival papers are held at the Library and Archives
Canada.

Name Access: John E. Robbins

Storage Location: RG 1 Brandon College fonds
Series 2: Office of the Principal/President

Related Material: See RG 6, series 3 (Office of the President) for additonal records
regarding John E. Robbins.
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Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: MG 2 2.16

Accession Number: 15-1999

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1885-1918

Physical Description: 1.46 m

History /
Biographical:

Dr. Robert Dudley Howland was born June 1, 1909 in Bexley, Kent, England. He attended
Queen Elizabeth Grammar School Faversham, Kent. In 1926, he came to Canada where he
attended Brandon College, graduating in Arts in 1935. He subsequently attended the London
School of Economics where he obtained a doctorate in Economics.

During his years at Brandon College, Howland participated in debating and drama. He also
acted as a student minister for the Baptist Church.

Howland spent his working eyars in various positions in the federal and provincial
governments. Energy was an important focus of his work. His introduction to energy problems
came in 1944, when he was appointed Secretary of the Carroll Commission on coal. From this
experience he accepted appointments in Nova Scotia as Vice-President of their Research
Foundation; Deputy Minister of Trade and Industry and Economic Advisor to the Nova Scotia
government.

In addtion to the Carroll Royal Commission on Coal, Howland was associated with the Royal
Commission on Saskatchewan's Coal Mining Industry, was an ecnomist on Canada's
Economic Prospects from 1955-1957, and a member of the Royal Commission on Energy.

In 1959, Howland was appointed Vice-President of the National Energy Board and Chairman
from July 1, 1968, until his retirement in August 1973. Howland was granted an honorary LL.D.
by Brandon University in May 1974.

Howland had a lifelong interest in the Fabian Society and Fabian Socialism, assembling a rich
collection of original edition Fabian publications.

Custodial History:

Dr. Howland presented his collection of Fabian publications to Brandon University sometime in
the 1970s. The collection remained in the John E. Robbins Library until it was placed in the
Archives in 1997.

Scope and Content:

The Howland Collection includes a wide range of books, pamphlets, and assorted publications
of the Fabian Society assembled by Dr. Howland.

The Fabian Society, a socialist society, was founded in 1883-1884, in London. The Fabian
Society was created with the goal of fostering the creation of democratic socialism in Great
Britain. Unlike revolutionary Marxists, the Fabians placed their hopes for change in
evolutionary socialism not revolution.

The creation of the Fabian Society is generally attributed to Thomas Davidson, a Scottish
philosopher. Its charter members included George Bernard Shaw, Sidney Webb, Annie
Besant, Edward Pease, and Graham Wallas. Shaw and Webb, later joined by Webb's wife,
Beatrice, were the outstanding leaders of the Society for many years. In 1889, the Society
published its best-known tract, "Fabian Essays in Socialism," edited by Shaw. The Fabian
Society played an integral role in the creation of the British Labour Party.
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Notes: The items in the collection have been added to the Brandon University
Library catalogue. Description by Mike White.

Storage Location: MG 2 Brandon College Students
2.16 Robert Dudley Howland

Charles H. Koester fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4727

Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: MG 2 2.17

Accession Number: 02-2007

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1948

Physical Description: 1 cm

History /
Biographical:

According to the typed sheet in the back of the secondo score, the Blue and Gold March was
an original composition written by a Third Year Arts student, Mr. Charles Koester. It was
accepted and named "The Blue and Gold March of Brandon College" by President J.R.C.
Evans in April 1948.

The piece was the result of many years of work. The melody first entered Koester's thoughts
during the war when he was an RCAF Flight Lieutenant in North Africa. It was first played as a
piano duet by Miss Zen Koester and Mr. Gordon Sefton at regular Chapel service. In his
remarks at the occassion, Charles Koester acknowledge the assistance he received from Zen
Koester, Gordon Sefton and Professor E. Savage in arranging the music.

Charles Henry Koester attended Brandon College ca. 1911-1916 and served in Wold War I.

Scope and Content:

Fonds consists of the original score of the Blue and Gold March of Brandon College written by
Charles H. Koester and arranged by Elizabeth Z. Koester and Charles H. Koester. Written as
a piano duet, there is sheet music for the primo and secondo parts. At the back of the secondo
score, there is a brief history of the March and a copy of "Hail Our College" (music and lyrics).
Fonds also includes the sheet music for the B flat saxophone part of the march.

Notes: Description by Christy Henry, with help from Donna Lowe (2007).

Accruals: The Faculty of Music is planning to record the March and donate a copy
of the recording to the Archives.

Repro Restriction: While technically copyright remains with Charles Koester, it is clear that
he wrote this music for use by Brandon College. Individuals or
organizations other than Brandon College or Brandon University are
limited by the copyright provisions affecting this composition.

Storage Location: MG 2 Brandon College Students
2.17 Charles H. Koester
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