
S. J. McKee Archives

MPE C Subsidiary Company and Co-operative Records
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions10487

Part Of: RG 4 Manitoba Pool Elevator fonds

Description Level: Series

Series Number: MPE C

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1926-1992

Physical Description: 2.04 m

History /
Biographical:

As the Manitoba Pool Elevators grew as a co-operative organizations and later a corporation,
it aquired subsidiary companies and became involved with other co-operative organizations.
These various companies were usually acquired or formed to either reach out to other types of
producers in Manitoba or to assist Pool members. MPE was also involved with larger umbrella
or subsidiary co-operative organizations.

See also fonds level description of RG 4 for history/bio of MPE

Scope and Content:

This series has been divided into nine sub-series, including: (1) Border Fertilizer Ltd., (2) Co-
enerco, (3) CSP Foods, (4) Co-op Farm Implements, (5) Co-operative Life Insurance Co. &
Pool Insurance Ltd., (6) Livestock Co-operative Division, (7) Poultry and Dairy Pools, (8) The
Wasagaming Foundation, (9) North Cypress-Langford Weed Control Districts

Notes: Description by Jillian Sutherland (2010)

Storage Location: RG 4 Manitoba Pool Elevator fonds



McGuinness research materials
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions13667

Other Title Info: Title based on the contents of the series

Part Of: Fred McGuinness collection

Description Level: Series

Series Number: McG 4

Accession Number: 1-2015

GMD: textual records

Date Range: c. 1881 - 2010

Physical Description: Approximately 54 cm of textual records


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History /
Biographical:

In addition to his personal library, Fred McGuinness maintained extensive files on numerous
topics/subjects containing newspapers clippings, magazine and journal articles, letters of
correspondence, photographs, pamphlets, etc. He accumulated his local history materials by
personally collecting newspaper, books, and magazine articles; by readers’ forwarding
materials for his interest; and from workshop participants submitting memoirs and personal
narratives for his interest, review and feedback. McGuinness continued to add to his “topic”
files throughout his lifetime.

Usually McGuinness kept his research materials and communications together for his
respective writing assignments, however, he would often use the same research materials to
write on similar topics that appeared in a number of different publications. McGuinness likely
used his local history research materials for his Brandon Sun Sunbeams and Diary columns,
his monographs, and possibly for his Local History Style Guide (1984), as well as in his
memoir writing workshops. For his column writing, particularly for Neighborly News,
McGuinness created file folders on particular topics. These held newspaper clippings
collected from the prairie weeklies and once a folder was full, he wrote about the subject.

Custodial History:

Accession 1-2015 contains records created and collected over the course of McGuinness’
career as a newspaper journalist and freelance writer. The Estate of Fred McGuinness
donated the materials to the SJ McKee Archives circa 2011. The Archives accessioned the
records in 2015.

Scope and Content:

The series consists of records created and collected by Fred McGuinness during his time as a
journalist, editor, and freelance writer. The series has been divided into two subseries,
including: (1) Local history research and (2) Newspaper clippings.

Local history materials consist of newspaper clippings, correspondence, biographical
documents and memoirs, obituaries, and manuscript drafts on Brandon (Manitoba) topics
including: origins, anniversaries, centennial, reunions, early pioneers/families, historic
buildings and streets, businesses, museums, local newspapers, prominent citizens, military
units, and politicians. McGuinness also maintain files on the local history of surrounding
communities, including: Birtle, Beresford, Camp Hughes, Hartney, Kemnay, Russell, and
Souris.

Notes: Information in the history/biography was taken from Neighborly News
column (#934, November 10, 1997). Items dating to the 1880s are
photocopies and transcripts of original materials

In the file level inventories, square brackets at the end of file names
reference the original location of the file in the unprocessed Fred
McGuinness collection. The original location is also noted on the front of
each file folder

Accruals: Closed

Language Note: NNC = Neighborly News Column

Finding Aid: File level inventories for each subseries are available. See
individual subseries’ descriptions

Storage Location: 2015 accessions

S. J. McKee Archives p. 2



Related Material: John Everitt collection

Clarence Hopkin collection

Provincial Exhibition Association of Manitoba fonds

Lawrence Stuckey collection

Jack Stothard collection

William Wallace papers

Fred McGuinness would write/publish about a topic in a number of
forums. Therefore, it is possible work and correspondence pertaining to
his research materials may be found in the Fred McGuinness collection
Monograph series (McG 5) and subseries: Correspondence (McG 1.2),
Brandon Sun (McG 2.2), Neighborly News (McG 2.3), Miscellaneous
freelance (McG 3.2), Talks and workshops (McG 6.3). McGuinness also
“filed” many clippings between the pages of his books in his personal
library (see McG 8 Library series)

Arrangement:

Arrangement was artificially created by the Archives. Series has been re-arranged according
to publication period

McG 4 McGuinness research 

McG 4.1 Local history research materials 
McG 4.2 Newspaper clippings

McGuinness broadcasts, lectures and workshops
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions13678

Other Title Info: Title based on the contents of the series

Part Of: Fred McGuinness collection

Description Level: Series

Series Number: McG 6

Accession Number: 1-2015

GMD: textual records

Date Range: c. 1951? - 2010

Physical Description: Approximately 42 cm of textual records


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History /
Biographical:

Fred McGuinness’ public speaking and broadcasting career began after he enrolled at St.
Paul’s College, which was affiliated with the University of Manitoba. From 1943 to 1946,
McGuinness served on the student union’s Public Relations Committee; in 1945, he became
chairman of the Radio Subcommittee working as the Director of the University Radio Series
where he was responsible (i.e., writing, casting, directing) for a half-hour Saturday afternoon
radio programme. That same year, the President of the University of Manitoba recommended
McGuinness as a speaker for the War Finance Committee in the Winnipeg Area.

In 1946, McGuinness moved to Port Arthur to work in public relations with the Wartime Prices
and Trade Board. That same year he married his wife Christine. In 1947, the couple returned
to Winnipeg, when McGuinness took a job as a Public Relations Officer for the National
Employment Service’s Unemployment Insurance Commission (UIC). While employed with the
UIC, McGuinness travelled the summer fair circuit with displays promoting the UIC and its
benefits. During that time, Royal American Shows also hired McGuinness as its Director of
Publicity and Exploitation while the show toured with the fairs on the Canadian prairies.
McGuinness also sold his first manuscript to the CBC in 1947, recording a 14-minute
broadcast titled the “Class A Circuit” about the Royal American tour, after his summer fair
schedule concluded.

McGuinness continued his work with Royal American and the UIC until he accepted a position
with the Saskatchewan government in 1952 to promote its upcoming 1955 golden jubilee. His
experience with the Saskatchewan Jubilee preparations lead to McGuinness being appointed
as a provincial representative to the Canadian Centennial Commission in 1963; an
appointment that had McGuinness delivering speeches provincially and internationally.

After the jubilee, McGuinness accepted a position with The Medicine Hat News in Medicine
Hat, Alberta. During his decade with that newspaper as a journalist and publisher, McGuinness
was heavily involved with the Chamber of Commerce and community service organizations.
His position within the community had him delivering talks to many local groups.

At the beginning of 1966, McGuinness started his new appointment as manager of the newly
formed personnel and information branch for James Richardson and Sons Ltd. whose head
offices were in Winnipeg. At that time McGuinness was developing broadcast scripts for the
CBC in earnest. McGuinness left Richardson and Sons in the fall of 1966 to become the
publisher and vice-president of the Brandon Sun newspaper in Brandon, Manitoba.

In the 1970s, McGuinness was writing copy for CBC’s Radio Noon and Information Radio, as
well as producing Ashgrove Farm, a CBC radio drama. By 1980, McGuinness was hosting the
CBC Radio broadcast Neighborly News from the Prairies. The radio program was cancelled
by the CBC in 1983, but was reincarnated with Altona broadcaster CFAM later that year with
McGuinness at the helm. The radio show ended its run in the summer of 1987. McGuinness
continued working with the CBC, and is popularly known for his work as the prairie essayist for
CBC Radio’s Morningside with Peter Gzowski, a position McGuinness held for 17 years.

During his twenty years with the Sun, McGuinness took an active roll in the community and
cultivated his interest in local history. Consequently he was invited to guest speak and chair
sessions on local history, rural development, and the economy while providing his personal
insights as a newspaper publisher.

In the 1980s and 1990s, McGuinness co-taught an undergraduate journalism class at Brandon
University with English Professor John Blaikie. McGuinness also delivered community
workshops on memoir writing, a past time he continued until shortly before his death in 2011.
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Custodial History:

Accession 1-2015 contains records created and collected over the course of McGuinness’
career as a radio broadcaster, newspaper journalist and freelance writer. The Estate of Fred
McGuinness donated the materials to the SJ McKee Archives circa 2011. The Archives
accessioned the records in 2015.

Scope and Content:

The series contains records created and collected by Fred McGuinness during his time as a
radio broadcaster, journalist, editor, and freelance writer. Records in the series consist of
broadcast scripts, lecture notes, speeches, rough drafts and notes, newspaper clippings,
correspondence, and other research materials for respective broadcasts, lectures, speeches,
and workshops.

The series has been divided into three subseries, including: (1) radio broadcast scripts, (2) BU
journalism course, and (3) talks and workshops.

Notes: Information for the history/biography was obtained from documents in
McGuinness’ personal papers (see his family papers McG 1.1 and the
scrapbook in McG 1.4) and his book Letters from Section 17 (published
by Great Plains Publications in 1999)

Accruals: Closed

Finding Aid: A file level inventory is available for each subseries, see subseries
descriptions

Storage Location: 2015 accessions

Related Material: Fred McGuinness would write/publish about a topic in a number of
forums. Therefore, it is possible materials pertaining to his broadcast and
lecture career may be found in other series of the Fred McGuinness
collection. A sound recording of one of McGuinness’ UofM broadcasts
can be found in McG 7

Arrangement:

Arrangement was artificially created by the Archives. Series has been re-arranged according
to publication period

McG 6 McGuinness broadcasts, lectures, workshops 

McG 6.1 Radio broadcast scripts
McG 6.2 BU Journalism course
McG 6.3 Talks and workshops

McGuinness library
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions13683

Other Title Info: Title based on the contents of the series

Part Of: Fred McGuinness collection

Description Level: Series

Series Number: McG 8

Accession Number: 1-2015

GMD: multiple media

Date Range: c. 1882-2010
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Physical Description: Approximately 2 m

83 books and other materials (see Material Details Note)

Material Details: 49 booklets

3 maps

3 newsletters

18 periodicals

16 pamphlets

35 newspapers [oversize drawer]

History /
Biographical:

The publications in this series were collected by Fred McGuinness during the course of his
career as a newspaperman. McGuinness’ personal library contained over 500 volumes
pertaining to local history. He regularly consulted these materials when writing his radio
broadcasts, newspaper columns, and monographs. McGuinness was known to file related
materials (e.g., correspondence, newspaper clippings, invitations) between book covers of
various titles.

McGuinness donated a substantial portion of his personal library to Brandon University’s John
E. Robbins Library when he moved to River Heights Terrace (Brandon, Manitoba). That
collection can be found in BU’s library catalogue under the McGuinness local history collection.
The titles McGuinness retained upon his move were donated to the McKee Archives by his
estate in 2011.

Custodial History:

Accession 1-2015 contains records created and collected over the course of McGuinness’
career as a newspaper journalist and freelance writer. The Estate of Fred McGuinness
donated the materials to the SJ McKee Archives circa 2011. The Archives accessioned the
records in 2015.

Accession 20-2009 contain records created and collected by Fred McGuinness over the
course of his career as a newspaper journalist and during the research and writing period of
the Brandon history book, The Wheat City. Records remained in his possession at his home
until their transfer to the McKee Archives on July 28, 2009.

Accession 6-2008 contains records created and collected during the writing of the Provincial
Exhibition book, Pride of the Land. Fred McGuinness, who co-authored the book with Ken
Coates, donated these records to the McKee Archives circa 1988. The materials relating to
Souris, Manitoba, were given to McGuinness by Kay Sullivan in August 2007, and were
subsequently deposited in the Archives.

Scope and Content:

This series contains publications collected by Fred McGuinness during the course of his
lifetime as a newspaperman. McGuinness was a well-known local history enthusiast and
frequently wrote about Brandon’s local history. Many of his readers forwarded booklets and
pamphlets for his consideration and review.

Materials in this series include books, booklets pamphlets, periodicals, newspapers and
maps. Subjects include, but are not exclusive to: the city of Brandon, the town of Souris,
memoirs, family histories, Canadian Pacific Railway, and local businesses.

Accruals: Closed

Finding Aid: A file level inventory is available

Storage Location: All library titles, except the newspapers in the McGuinness oversize
drawer, are located in Special Collections
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Arrangement:

Arrangement was artificially created by the Archives.

McG 8 McGuinness library 

McG 8.1 Books
McG 8.2 Booklets
McG 8.3 Maps, newsletters, and periodicals
McG 8.4 Pamphlets
McG 8.5 Magazines and newspapers (oversize)

Documents

McG 8 McGuinness
library inventory.pdf

 Read PDF

 Download PDF
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Provincial exhibition of Manitoba financial records
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4355

Part Of: RG 2 Provincial Exhibition of Manitoba Association fonds

Description Level: Series

Fonds Number: RG2SF1

Series Number: 1.3

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1903-1939, 1963-1969

Physical Description: 9 cm

History /
Biographical:

See Administrative History for RG2SF1 Provincial Exhibition of Manitoba.

Custodial History:

See sous-fonds RG2SF1 for custodial history.

Scope and Content:

The series consists of the financial records, transfer ledgers and prize money lists created by
the Provincial Exhibition.

Notes: Inventory of documents in the series is available in the printed finding aid.

Storage Location: RG 2 Provincial Exhibition of Manitoba Association fonds
RG2SF1 Provincial Exhibition of Manitoba


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Manitoba winter fair financial records
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4367

Part Of: RG 2 Provincial Exhibition of Manitoba Association fonds

Description Level: Series

Fonds Number: RG2SF2

Series Number: 2.3

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1925-1977

Physical Description: 76.5 cm

History /
Biographical:

This series was created by a committee attached to the Board of Directors of the winter fair.

Custodial History:

See sous-fonds RG2SF2 for custodial history.

Scope and Content:

The series contains financial statements from 1925 and 1926, as well as financial records
from the 1930s to 1969. There is also a transfer ledger from the years 1939 to 1953. There is
a box with the statement of prizes won from 1972 to 1977.

Notes: Inventory of the documents in the series is available in the printed finding
aid.

Storage Location: RG 2 Provincial Exhibition of Manitoba Association fonds
RG2SF2 Manitoba Winter Fair


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Miscellaneous financial records
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4385

Part Of: RG 2 Provincial Exhibition of Manitoba Association fonds

Description Level: Series

Fonds Number: RG2SF4

Series Number: 4.3

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1908-1967

Physical Description: 62 cm

History /
Biographical:

The series was created by the committee involved with the financial aspects of the winter and
summer fairs, as well as the committee formed in the mid1960s to look into the feasibility of
creating a complex that could house both fairs

Custodial History:

The records were housed at the Inter-Provincial Exhibition, the PEM, and the MEA until c1986
when they were transferred to the S.J. McKee Archives at Brandon University.

Scope and Content:

The series includes financial records, proposals for an arena complex, financial statements,
economic evaluations, annual reports, and a ledger with names and wages in it.

Notes: Part of RG2SF4. Inventory of documents in the series is available in the
printed finding aid.

Storage Location: RG 2 Provincial Exhibition of Manitoba Association fonds
RG2SF4 Miscellaneous



S. J. McKee Archives p. 10

http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4385
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=setName%3a%22RG+2+Provincial+Exhibition+of+Manitoba+Association+fonds%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=objectType%3a%22textual+records%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/#


Farm records
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4537

Part Of: Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection

Description Level: Box

File Number: 14.1 - 14.8

Accession Number: 21-2006

Other Numbers: Box N

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1882-1944

History /
Biographical:

For biographical information onf Angus McPherson and Mrs. (Ella) Johnston McPherson see
the description for Box 6 of the Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection. For biographical
information on Thomas and Annie Pentland see the descrption for Box 10 of the Alfred Angus
Murray McPherson collection.

Scope and Content:

Contains the following files:

14.1 Account books [1906-1916]

14.2 Farmers pocket ledger [1935]

14.3 Mrs. Johnston McPherson - field book [1921-1944]

14.4 Account day book 1913-1915

14.5 Annie I. Pentland - miscellaneous records and accounts 1916-1934

14.6 Thomas Pentland account book 1917-1932

14.7 Thomas Pentland blacksmith account book 1882-1883

14.8 Angus McPherson account book 1916-1941

Notes: Part of the Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection.

Storage Location: Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection
Box 12



Farm records
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4539

Part Of: Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection

Description Level: Box

File Number: 16.1 - 16.13

Accession Number: 21-2006

Other Numbers: Box P

GMD: textual records


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Date Range: 1879-1954

Physical Description: 13 cm

History /
Biographical:

For biographical information on Hugh and Margaret McPherson see the description for Box 5
of the Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection.

For biographical information on Johnston and Angus McPherson see the descrption for Box 6
of the Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection.

For biographical information on Murray McPherson see the fonds level description for the
Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection.

Howard Johnston McPherson, the oldest son of Angus and Ethel (Pentland) McPherson, was
born on July 6, 1920. He graduated from Brandon Collegiate in 1938 and joined his father on
the farm. In 1941, he joined the R.C.A.F. and trained as an air engine mechanic. Returning
from Europe in 1945, Howard continued to live with his parents until his marriage to Jessie
Walsh (b. March 21, 1922) of Sceptre, SK on June 18, 1955. Together they had three children:
Muriel Ruth (m. Cody Johnson); Nancy Carol (m. Dennis Mauthe); and Donald Howard (m.
Ann). The family farmed in the Brandon Hills district. Howard died on May 2, 2005.

Scope and Content:

Contains the following files:

16.1 Hugh and Margaret McPherson account book 1879

16.2 McPherson Farm cash book (Hugh, Johnston, Angus) 1906-1912

16.3 McPherson Farm account book 1890's

16.4 Cash book 1953

16.5 Cash book [1943-1949]

16.6 Angus McPherson - Canadian Wheat Board emergency cheque correspondence 1949

16.7 Angus McPherson - insurance documents 1948-1950

16.8 Murray McPherson - agreement between SC Area #1 and District Association 1951

16.9 Angus McPherson - Canadian Wheat Board permits (8) 1944-1954

16.10 Angus McPherson - cattle inventories 1951-1952

16.11 Howard and Angus McPherson miscellaneous farm correspondence 1950-1953

16.12 Documents re: Angus McPherson estate 1951-1954

16.13 Income tax forms and documents 1945-1953

Notes: Part of the Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection.

Storage Location: Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection
Box 13
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BU 16: Brandon College/University artifacts
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4905

Part Of: RG 6 Brandon University fonds

Description Level: Series

Series Number: 16

GMD: multiple media

Date Range: c. 1897-1999

Scope and Content:

Series has been divided into three sub-series, including: (1) Artifacts - flags and banners; (2)
Artifacts - apparal; and (3) Artifacts - other.

Subject Access: class flags

artifacts

artefacts

pennants

plaques

banners

Storage Location: RG 6 Brandon University fonds

Arrangement:

This is an artifically created series.


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MPE A Local Association Records
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions8214

Part Of: RG 4 Manitoba Pool Elevator fonds

Description Level: Series

Series Number: MPE A

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1924-1998

Physical Description: 43 m

Scope and Content:

Series A is comprised of the records of the local co-operative elevator association as
established in the period 1925 - 1968 under the Co-operative Associations Act. Until 1968 the
local associations were the main administrative unit of Manitoba Pool Elevators. Subsequent
to 1968 Pool Elevators became a direct membership top down organization. The central office
was at the top, and the province was divided into seven administrative districts, which were in
turn each divided into six sub-districts. Each sub-district would usually contain approximately
five "locals". Please note that local associations were not obliged to become part of the new
structure of Manitoba Pool Elevators, and as late as 1975 there were still 29 locals that did not
belong to a sub-district. The records of each local within the Series may, but do not
necessarily, contain the following: organizational papers, minutes of executive board, minutes
of shareholders annual meeting, financial statements, correspondence, membership lists,
miscellaneous. Series has been divided into 233 sub-series.

Notes: This series contains records for both local associations and for sub-
districts. Item number does not correspond to sub-district number, so an
item number and sub-district number may be the same and correspond
to two seperate records.
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Part Of: RG 4 Manitoba Pool Elevator fonds

Description Level: Series

Series Number: MPE B

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1923-2001

Physical Description: 16.82 m

History /
Biographical:

The structure of the Manitoba Pool Elevators from its beginning in 1925 until its restructuring in
1968 placed importance in the principle of democracy. The company was run from the local
associations, the central office acting as a hub that facilitated communication between all the
locals and between the locals and the selling agencies. The central office was not powerless,
but important decisions or by-laws could not be made with out the consent of the majority of the
locals.

After the restructuring of MPE in 1968 the central office took on more responsibilities. It
became the top of the administrative structure and instead of members belonging to their local
elevator, they were now direct members of MPE. This administrative structure continued until
the 1998 merger with the Alberta Wheat Pool to form Agricore.

Scope and Content:

Series B consists of an artificially assembled collection of Central Office records. It has been
divided into the following sub-series: (1) Central Office minute books; (2) Documents; (3) Local
Association Minutes; (4) Local association finacial statements; (5) District and Sub-district
records; (6) Circulars; (7) Annual reports; (8) Speeches & Addresses; (9) Correspondence;
(10) Broadcasts; (11) General Reports; (12) Indexes; (13) Summary of Association
Operations; (14) Acquisitions; (15) Inter-provincial Committees; (16) Historical Topics.

Name Access: Manitoba Pool Elevators

Manitoba Wheat Pool

Central Office

Accruals: Miscellaneous sub-series has yet to be processed.

Storage Location: RG 4 Manitoba Pool Elevator fonds
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