
S. J. McKee Archives

A.E. McKenzie Seed Co. Ltd. fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4309

Part Of: RG 3 A.E. McKenzie Company fonds

Description Level: Fonds

GMD: multiple media

Date Range: 1887-1996; predominantly 1910-1974

Physical Description: 7.47 m of textual records
500 photographs

History /
Biographical:

The A.E. McKenzie Seed Co. Ltd. originated with the McKenzie family Flour, Grain and Seed
business, started by F. B. McKenzie in the early 1880's. When F. B. McKenzie passed away in
1896, his son, Albert Edward McKenzie, assumed control of the company, and renamed it The
Brandon Seed House. With its main office and plant in Brandon, Manitoba, the company
specialized in the production and sale of field seeds and service exclusively to seed buyers in
the prairie provinces and British Columbia. In later years, a complete line of products including
garden seeds, lawn grass, and other allied lines was developed for sale across Canada.

In 1906, the company underwent a change of name when A. E. delete determined that the
growth of the country demanded a larger seed institute than could be managed by one man.
As a result, the company was incorporated under provincial statutes and the federal Joint
Stock Companies Act as A. E. McKenzie Seed Co. Ltd., and new personnel were hired.

Under the Joint Stock Companies Act, A.E. McKenzie Seed Co. Ltd. was required to elect a
Board of Directors of not less than three, and not more than nine individuals. Only shareholders
of the company were eligible for election, and election was to take place yearly with each
shareholder entitled to as many votes as shares owned in the company. The Act also dictated
that the directors were, from time to time, to elect from among themselves, a president of the
company. They were also able to appoint and remove all other officers of the company and to
create company by-laws. The directors were not obliged to pay any dividend on shares if the
company should became insolvent. Under the Act, the stock of the company was deemed a
personal estate and was only transferable as such. In addition, the company could acquire,
hold, and transfer real estate, and was required to submit annual statements.

A. E. McKenzie was elected President of the newly constituted company. For the memaninder
of his natural life he remained in this position and supervised the operation of the company. S.
A. Bradford, who was given responsibility for various company departments, filled the position
of General Manager. H. L. Patmore became the Vice-President, overseeing the nursery
business, while W. A. McCracken was put in charge of the warehouse stock, and shipping
department. McCracken also supervised the mail order department.

The Company was intially comprised of three divisions: The Brandon Seed House, Brandon
Nurseries, and Brandon Greenhouses. Each division was registered under Dominion Patents.
Later, the company was divided into Retail Mail Order, Wholesale and Commission Packet
Trade divisions. It also undertook some export business.

By registering the divisions of the company under under federal legislation affecting



S. J. McKee Archives p. 1

http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4309
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=setName%3a%22RG+3+A.E.+McKenzie+Company+fonds%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=objectType%3a%22multiple+media%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/media/photos/McGuinness Photos/1_2015/1_2015_277_A3.jpg?width=1200&404=no-img.jpg&watermark=wmk
http://archives.brandonu.ca/media/photos/BAPC/BAPC_4_33.jpg?width=1200&404=no-img.jpg&watermark=wmk
http://archives.brandonu.ca/media/photos/BUPC/BUPC 9 oversize/BUPC 9_47a.jpg?width=1200&404=no-img.jpg&watermark=wmk


By registering the divisions of the company under under federal legislation affecting
trademarks and industrial designs, McKenzie and the Board,were able to register both the
company’s trademarks and to protect the company’s industrial techniques. Thet company
could thus patent the methods and processes of its operations so that no other individual or
business could duplicate them.

Located at 30 9th Street, the head office and plant of A.E. McKenzie Seed Co. Ltd. housed all
the facilities and staff of the company, with the exception of the regional sales offices and
warehouses. The business of the A. E. McKenzie Co. Ltd. was conducted from a frame
warehouse until the current McKenzie building was constructed on the same site after a fire
destroyed the original premises. Designed by architect Thomas Sinclair, and built by the
Brandon Construction Company, the new building opened in 1911. In time, The A. E.
McKenzie Co. Ltd. came to be known as Western Canada's Greatest Seed House.

During the 1930's, before a new building was erected in 1945, the A. E. McKenzie Co.
occupied space at five different locations in Brandon, including the Massey Harris Building, the
International Harvester Building and the Security Building. The last of these premises was
destroyed by fire in 1972. As a result of its proximity to the Security Building, the main
McKenzie Building also suffered heavy fire and water damage. A. E.
McKenzie Co. Ltd. also utilized a warehouse on the north side of Pacific Avenue alongside the
Canadian Pacific Railway tracks between 5th and 6th streets. This building and its contents
were destroyed by fire (1946). In May of 1949, the company purchased and erected a Quonset
structure on the west side of 15th Street between Rosser and Pacific Avenues.

In 1908, the first branch of the A. E. McKenzie Seed Co. Ltd. was established at Calgary. In the
following sixteen years, additional branches were established in Edmonton and Saskatoon
(1923), Moose Jaw, Toronto (1934) and Winnipeg (1935). Both the Edmonton and Saskatoon
branches were seasonal, operating for a four-month period, March to June inclusive. Business
in the Maritime Provinces of Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick further
extended the company's operations by the mid 1940's. In 1946, the company purchased
property in Gilbert Plains, Manitoba, 120 miles north of Brandon. This purchase enabled the
company to handle larger quantities of Sweet Clover, a popular crop that was grown in the
surrounding area. Additional offices were opened in Vancouver and Quebec City in rented
premises by the early 1960's.

In the years 1944-1945, the McKenzie Foundation was created. Through the Foundation,
arrangements were put in place to transfer shares of the company to the Manitoba Government
for the benefit of higher education, specifically Brandon College. In return for this gift, which
included 90% of all capital resources of the company together with all of the income earned
each year, except for the amount retained annually to ensure sufficient operating capital, the
A.E. McKenzie Co. Ltd. received exemption from paying Corporate Tax.

Prior to the establishment of the McKenzie Foundation, in 1945, the National Trust for the
benefit of the College held the shares of McKenzie Seeds. On April 7, 1945 the Manitoba
Legislature passed legislation whereby A. E. McKenzie retained effective management control
of his company, but 1031 shares out of 1145 issued shares were gifted to the Provincial
Government. In return, the government agreed that all financial benefits from the shares would
go to Brandon College through the A. E. McKenzie Foundation. When Mr. McKenzie passed
away in 1964, the primary responsibility of appointing the Board of Directors for McKenzie
Seeds passed to the Provincial government.

The remaining 114 shares of the Company were turned over to the Crown on July 16, 1975 in
accordance with an agreement between Brandon University, A. E. McKenzie Co. Ltd. and the
Manitoba government. The same agreement also turned the McKenzie Foundation over to
Brandon University. Therefore, since 1975 the crown has held all shares of the McKenzie Co.
through the Province of Manitoba.
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A.E. McKenzie died on September 25, 1964 at the age of 94 and was succeeded as
President of the company by J. Lasby Lowes. When Mr. Lowes retired in 1968, A. R. Swanson
was appointed by the government to fill the position and was responsible for all operations of
the company under a Board of Directors comprised mainly of appointees of the government. It
has proven impossible to establish a complete list of those individuals who held the positions
of President/General Manager of McKenzie Seeds after 1964. A partial account is as follows:
Anthony J. Maruca became President of A. E. McKenzie Co. Ltd. in 1972. In 1975, the Board
of Directors appointed William Moore General Manager, creating a new position to relieve the
President of the company from management of plant operations. At the same time, Pat
Kelleher was named new interim President. Following the resignation of Kelleher, William
Moore assumed the role of President as well. Moore left the company in the early 1980s. He
was later convicted of criminal misconduct as President of the company. Keith Guelpa
became President/General Manager in the mid 1980's; Raymond West was his successor.

Beginning in 1969, the A. E. McKenzie Seed Co. Ltd. began phasing out the Field Seed
division of their company, including business related to forage crops and cereals. Seed
cleaning equipment located in Brandon and and the company’s Calgary and Toronto cleaning
plants was sold. The Company concentration its resources on the production and sale of
vegetable and flower seeds, and lawn and turf grasses. It acted as a wholesaler and
conducted business through chain stores, grocery, hardware and general stores.

Late in 1971, A. E. McKenzie Co. Ltd. purchased its largest competition in packaged seeds -
Steele Briggs Seed Co. from Maple Leaf Mills Inc. for two million dollars. At the time of the
acquisition the company changed its name to A. E. McKenzie Co. - Steele Briggs Seeds, in
order to benefit from the favorable reputation held by Steele Briggs Seeds across Canada. In
the early 1970s, the acquisition of Brett-Young Seeds Ltd., a Winnipeg company that dealt
exclusively in the production and sale of field seed, brought the A. E. McKenzie Co. back into
the field seed market.

In 1994 the Manitoba Government sold the A.E. McKenzie Seed Co. Ltd. to Regal Greetings
and Gifts, Canada's largest non-retail mail-order catalogue company, which is owned by MDC
Corporation of Toronto.

In 2001, McKenzie Seeds is Canada's leading supplier of packaged seeds and related
gardening products. It is divided into a Retail Consumer Products division which features well
known seed brands including McKenzie Seeds, Pike Seeds and Thompson & Morgan Seeds
from England. As well, this division also carries a complete range of lawn seeds and
perishables. It also continues to ship the seed racks invented by A.E. McKenzie to numerous
retail stores. The second division, Direct Mail, consists of the McFayden and McConnell
catalogues which reach over 500,000 Canadian homes each year.

Custodial History:

Following the sale of the A.E. McKenzie Seed Co. Ltd. to Regal Greetings and Gifts, the
records of McKenzie Seeds and its subsidiaries were retained in the McKenzie Plant on 9th
Street. In April of 1997, the records were transferred to the McKee Archives at Brandon
University. Because the company was a crown corporation, the records of McKenzie Seeds
belonged to the Province of Manitoba and might have been placed in the Provincial Archives.
However, Provincial Archivist Gordon Dodds permitted the retention of the records in Brandon
at the S. J. McKee Archives. The minutes of the Board of Directors, previously transferred to
the Provincial Archives, remain in Winnipeg. Until 1960 these minutes, by-laws of the
Company, and the letters patent of incorporation (April 7, 1906) were in the possession of the
Company's lawyers, Johnson, Garson, Forrester, Davidson, & Steen.
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Scope and Content:

The fonds consists of textual records, photographs and artifacts from A.E. McKenzie Seed Co.
Ltd. The textual records include minutes, documents, financial records, administrative records,
by-laws, legal records, catalogues, sales literature, seed packets, newspaper clippings,
appraisals, publications, scrapbooks and miscellaneous sections.

In addition, some of the records within the fonds relate to the operations of McKenzie
subsidiaries -- Brett-Young Seeds, Steele-Briggs Seeds, Pike & Co. and McFayden Seeds --
and various properties owned by McKenzie Seeds.

Fonds contains approximately 500 photographs. These depict the operations and employees
of McKenzie Seeds and the seed industry in general. Artifacts contained in the fonds include
blueprints, newspaper clippings, copper printing plates, seed bags and plaques.

Fonds also includes an artificially created series of records dealing with Brandon College Inc.,
the A.E. McKenzie Foundation, the Brandon Allied Arts Council and the Brandon Board of
Trade. These records stand outside the provenance of the McKenzie Seed Co.

Of particular interest within the textual records are the transcripts of various features of the
company's history as dictated, researched and recalled by its second President/General
Manager, J. Lasby Lowes. The fonds also contains a collection of company catalogue which is
almost complete. Outside of the seed industry, the records dealing with both Brandon College
Inc. and the McKenzie Foundation are significant records relating to the history of Brandon
College/University and the City of Brandon.

Notes: Description written by Christy Henry (2001).

Name Access: A.E. McKenzie

J. Lasby Lowes

Irene Cullen

Joseph Airey

Alan R. Mundie

Sandy Black

Brett-Young Seeds/Sabetha

McFayden Seeds

Steele-Briggs Seed Co

Pike & Co

Davidson & Gowen

Davidson Studio

Frank Gowen

Dean Photo Service

Jerrett's Photo-Art Studio/Jerrett's Photo Service

Crawford Drug Store

Leech Printing Ltd

Eastman Photographic Materials Ltd
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Subject Access: Seed Industry

Seed Catalogues

Brandon Business

Seed Photographs

Brandon Photographs

Seed Packets

Agriculture

Women Workers

Labour Relations

A.E. McKenzie

J. Lasby Lowes

A.R. Swanson

William Moore

Anthony J. Maruca

Pat Kelleher

Keith Guelpa

Raymond West

Brett-Young Seeds

Sabetha

Steele Briggs Seed Co

Pike & Co

McFayden Seeds

Seed Marketing Co

Brandon Board of Trade

Brandon Allied Arts Council

McKenzie Foundation

Regal Greetings and Gifts

Repro Restriction: Because the A.E. McKenzie Seed Co. Ltd. was a crown corporation, the
records in the fonds are subject to the Freedom of Information and
Protection of Privacy Act (FIPPA).

Storage Location: RG 3 A.E. McKenzie Company fonds

Related Material: Additional records regarding A.E. McKenzie Seed Co. Ltd. are housed
at the Provincial Archives of Manitoba. In order to gain access to these
records it is necessary to contact the Archives of Manitoba.

Arrangement:

RG 3 A.E. McKenzie Seed Co. Ltd. Fonds

McS 1 Board of Directors
1.1 Documents
1.2 Minutes/Meetings
1.3 Management Consultant Reports
1.4 Miscellaneous
1.5 Financial Records

McS 2 Office of the President/General Manager
2.1 A.E. McKenzie
2.2 J. Lasby Lowes
2.3 Comptroller
2.4 Properties
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2.5 Marketing
2.6 Reference Library
2.7 Miscellaneous Publications/Correspondence

McS 3 Acquisitions
3.1 Brett-Young Seeds/Sabetha
3.2 Steele-Briggs Seed Co.
3.3 Pike & Co.
3.4 McFayden Seeds

McS 4 Seed Marketing Co.

McS 5 Photographs
5.1 McKenzie Seed Co. Ltd. Executives
5.2 Construction at McKenzie Seed Co. Brandon (two files)
5.3 Exterior Photographs of the A. E. McKenzie Co. Building
5.4 McKenzie Seed Co. Plant Operations and Workers (2 files)
5.5 McKenzie Seed Co. Equipment and Plant - Head Office 1983
5.6 McKenzie Seed Co. Field Operations and Workers
5.7 McKenzie Seed Co. Strike 1944
5.8 Fires at McKenzie Seed Co. 1910, 1945, 1972
5.9 McKenzie Seed Co. Centennial Exhibition 1996
5.10 Miscellaneous McKenzie Seed Co. Photographs
5.11 People Connected to McKenzie Seed Co.
5.12 Princess Anne's Visit to McKenzie Seed Co. 1982
5.13 Onion Set Production Book
5.14 Irene Cullen Photographs - McKenzie Seeds Employee Photos
5.15 Josiph Airey Photographs - McKenzie Product Photos
5.16 Alan R. Mundie Seed Production Photographs
5.17 Steele Robertson/Steele Briggs Seeds Photographs
5.18 Seed Packet Display Units Photographs
5.19 Product Photographs
5.20 Parade Photographs
5.21 Oversized Photographs
5.21.1 Drawer #1: Executive Photographs
5.21.2 Drawer #2: Office and Equipment/Plant Photographs
5.21.3 Drawer #3: Miscellaneous Oversized Photographs
5.21.4 Drawer #4: Artifacts

McS 6 Miscellaneous
6.1 Centennial Exhibition
6.2 Miscellaneous Publications
6.3 Scrapbooks

MG 1 A.E. McKenzie Fonds
1.1 Brandon College Inc.
1.2 McKenzie Foundation
1.3 Brandon Allied Arts Council
1.4 Brandon Board of Trade
1.5 Miscellaneous
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Album - Michipicoten First Nations
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions14211

Part Of: Fred McGuinness collection

Description Level: Item

Series Number: McG 9

Item Number: 1-2015.277.A3

Accession Number: 1-2015

GMD: graphic

Date Range: [1900s]

Physical Description: 4" x 2.5" (b/w)

Material Details: mounted in album

Physical Condition: Photo is warped

Scope and Content:

Photograph shows two aboriginal women standing before a tipi in the brush.

Notes: Writing beneath the photograph in the album reads: At the Indian
Settlement. Based on provenience of images in the album, the aboringals
in question may be from the Michipicoten band.

Subject Access: Natives

Aboriginals

First Nations

tipis

women

Storage Location: 1-2015 McG 1.4 Box 1 (in stacks, top shelf)

Images
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Alexandra School class
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions7935

Part Of: RG 12 Brandon and Area Photograph Collection

Description Level: Item

Series Number: 4

Item Number: BAPC 4.33

GMD: graphic

Date Range: 1939

Physical Description: 5.5" x 4" (b/w)

Scope and Content:

Photograph shows the students of grades 4 and 5 sitting on the front steps of Alexandra
School.

Storage Location: BAPC photograph drawer

Images
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Alumni - homecoming and class reunions
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4234

Part Of: RG 6 Brandon University fonds

Description Level: Sub sub series

Series Number: 10.3.3

GMD: multiple media

Date Range: 1939-1943;1979; 2003

Physical Description: 0.5 cm; 14 b/w photographs with descriptions

History /
Biographical:

This sub sub series is artificially created.

Scope and Content:

Sub sub series consists of photographs taken from the Class of 1943 reunion in 2003 and a
scrapbook prepared for the Class of 1949's reunion in 1979.

Subject Access: Class of 1943

Storage Location: RG 6 Brandon University fonds
Series 10: Office of Development
10.3 Alumni Relations


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An English grammar for the use of junior classes
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/specialcollections721

Part Of: MG 2 2.15 George E Thorman Collection

Collection: George E Thorman School Textbook Collection

Creator: Davies, H. W. (Henry William), 1834-1895

Description Level: Item

Item Number: Archives 11-999-2-39

Item Number Range: Archives 11-999-2-39

Responsibility: by H.W. Davies

Start Date: 1877

Date Range: 1877

Publication: Toronto : W. Warwick

Physical Description: [4], 124 p. ; 16 cm

Notes: "Authorized by the Council of Public Instruction for Ontario."

Original issued in series: Canadian national series of school books

Subject Access: English language Grammar

Grammar

Comparative and general

Anglais (Langue) Grammaire Etude et enseignement

Grammaire compar©e et g©n©rale

Storage Location: Box 2 - English

Storage Range: Box 2 - English


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Arithmetic exercises for second book classes
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/specialcollections1251

Part Of: MG 2 2.15 George E Thorman Collection

Collection: George E Thorman School Textbook Collection

Creator: Henderson, George E

Bruce, E. W

Description Level: Item

Item Number: Archives 11-999-23-611

Item Number Range: Archives 11-999-23-611

Responsibility: by G. E. Henderson and E.W. Bruce

Start Date: 1897

Date Range: 1897

Publication: Toronto : The Educational Publishing Company

Publisher Series: School helps series

Physical Description: 57 p. ; 16 cm

Notes: "Teachers' edition, with answers"

Subject Access: Arithmetic Problems

exercises

etc

Mathematics Problems

Storage Location: Box 23 - Arithmetic

Storage Range: Box 23 - Arithmetic



Art Class
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions1627

Part Of: Brandon University Photograph Collection

Description Level: Item

Series Number: 6

File Number: 6.2.1

Item Number: 6.2.1

Date Range: c. early 1960s

Physical Description: b/w, 7.25" x 8.25"

Scope and Content:

Pacific Avenue Art Class. Don Lequesne ( instructor)
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Art Class
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions1628

Part Of: Brandon University Photograph Collection

Description Level: Item

Series Number: 6

File Number: 6.2.2

Item Number: 6.2.2

Date Range: c. early 1960s

Physical Description: b/w, 6.5" x 7.5"

Scope and Content:

On Pacific Ave. Faculty Activity: Art Instruction - Teacher Training Art Class. Don Lequesne



Art Class
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions1629

Part Of: Brandon University Photograph Collection

Description Level: Item

Series Number: 6

File Number: 6.2.3

Item Number: 6.2.3

Date Range: c. early 1960s

Physical Description: b/w, 5.5" x 8.5"

Scope and Content:

Brandon Faculty Activity: Art Instruction Doreen Buddick ( teacher trainee)



Art Class
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions1630

Part Of: Brandon University Photograph Collection

Description Level: Item

Series Number: 6

File Number: 6.2.4

Item Number: 6.2.4

Date Range: c. early 1960s

Physical Description: b/w, 5.5" x 5.75"

Scope and Content:

Faculty Activities: Art Instruction


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Art Class
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions1631

Part Of: Brandon University Photograph Collection

Description Level: Item

Series Number: 6

File Number: 6.2.5

Item Number: 6.2.5

Date Range: c. early 1960s

Physical Description: b/w, 6.25" x 4.75"

Scope and Content:

Faculty Activity: Art Instruction



Audrey Silvius collection
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4841

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 21-2000

GMD: multiple media

Date Range: 1959-1988; predominant 1963-1974

Physical Description: 19 cm textual records; 4 photographs; 1 drawing

History /
Biographical:

Born on February 10, 1924, in Elgin, Manitoba, Audrey Ellen Silvius (nee Honeyman) was
raised in Fairfax, Manitoba on the Honeyman homestead. In 1964, she received her Indian
name, Blue Star. Silvius completed her high school education in Fairfax before moving to
Winnipeg in 1943, to earn her Nursing degree from Grace Hospital. She later completed her
post-graduate degree in Psychiatric Nursing at the Brandon Mental Health Centre. Married to
Merritt W. Silvius, Audrey Silvius raised four children, David, Kay, Lorna (Downie) and Gail
(Campos) while working in her chosen field. In addition to her family and her career, she was
also involved with the Brandon Council of Women and the United Church in Brandon. Silvius
was the first executive director of the Brandon Indian-Metis Friendship Centre, a founding
member of the local branches of the Marquis Project and Amnesty International and initiated a
project called Tools for Peace. She was also involved in various other peace and human rights
organizations. In 1987, she received the Order of the Buffalo Hunt from the Province of
Manitoba in recognition of her work relating to women’s issues. In 1992, she was awarded a
Confederation medal for community service.

Custodial History:

The records found within the collection were collected by Audrey Silvius from a number of
people, including Jean Halliday, Grace Godmaire and Norma Walmsley, involved in various
projects with her throughout the years. Prior to their donation to the McKee Archives at
Brandon University in October and November 2000, the records were stored at Mrs. Silvius’
home.


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Scope and Content:

Collection consists of meeting minutes, agendas, speeches, correspondence, newsletters,
brochures, written publications and newspaper clippings. Four photographs and one pencil
drawing are also included within the collection.

The records deal with the creation, activities, and history of the Brandon Indian-Metis
Friendship Centre, as well as the activities of its Board of Directors. In addition, materials
located within the collection can be divided into two areas: (1) those that relate to various
organizations associated with the Friendship Centre itself, such as the Council of Christians
and Jews and the Brandon Council of Women; (2) materials related to projects of important
individuals involved with the Friendship Centre, such as the South Western Manitoba
Recreation Council and the 4F Club of Minnedosa. Other records deal with general aboriginal
issues in Canada during the time frame of the Audrey Silvius collection.

Notes: CAIN No. 202607. Description by Christy Henry (2000).

Subject Access: Council of Christians and Jews

Brandon Council of Women

4F Club

Brandon Indian-Metis Friendship Centre

cross cultural relations

Aboriginal issues

community development

Storage Location: 2000 accessions

Storage Range: 2000 accessions

Arrangement:

The collection is divided into ten (10) series:

1. The Brandon Indian-Metis Friendship Centre
2. The Scout – Friendship Centre newsletter
3. The Brandon Council of Women
4. Council of Christians and Jews
5. Aboriginal Glee Club/Dancers
6. The South Western Manitoba Recreation Council
7. 4F Club of Minnedosa
8. Miscellaneous Publications related to Aboriginal Issues
9. Miscellaneous Newspaper Clippings related to Aboriginal Issues
10. Photographs and pencil drawing

BC 9: Clark Hall women's residence
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4276

Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds

Description Level: Series

Series Number: 9

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1906-1953

Physical Description: 51.5 cm

History /
Biographical:


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Clark Hall was built in 1906 as a women’s residence. The name comes from Dr. C.W. Clark, a
physician who believed that women should be as highly educated as possible. To that end, he
donated $30 000 of the $40 000 dollars needed to construct the building. The residence
opened on October 18, 1906 with Miss Ernestine R. Whiteside presiding as Lady Principal.

With the building of Clark Hall came new departments geared towards young women. A Music
and Arts department was started, as was a Physical Culture and Expression department. The
residence was soon full, and in 1911 the first Clark Hall Annex was created to house 25
women who could not get into Clark Hall proper. This annex was located at 1335 Lorne Ave.,
and it is still in existence today. The second Clark Hall Annex, that replaced the first, was
located on Louise Ave. It is also still standing, and is now an apartment building.

LADY PRINCIPALS/DEAN OF WOMEN:

ERNESTINE ROBERTA WHITESIDE (1906-1918)

Miss Whiteside was born in 1876. She graduated from McMaster University in 1898. In 1906
she was hired as the first Lady Principal of Clark Hall. She served this post capably and was
greatly admired by all who met her. In 1918 she resigned as Lady Principal to assume
headship of Moulton College in Toronto. She resigned from Moulton in 1930 due to uncertain
health. Miss Whiteside was a Board Member of the Women’s Baptist Missionary Society, as
well as being editor of “The Link and Visitor”. She was the corresponding secretary for the
Women’s Inter-Church Council of Canada from 1939 to 1949. Miss Whiteside resigned the
editorship of “The Link and Visitor” in 1956. On June 14, 1960, she died in Toronto.

OLIVE A.C. WILKINS (1919-1925)

Olive Agnes Cross was born on June 17, 1891 in Newton Centre, Massachusetts. She
received her B.A. from McMaster in 1912. She married Thomas Russell Wilkins on June 17,
1913. Mrs. Wilkins accepted the position of Lady Principal of Clark Hall in 1919. She also was
retained as an English Teacher. Mrs. Wilkins resigned in 1925. On May 13, 1937, she died
rather suddenly. Mrs. Wilkins personal files are located in the Brandon College Teaching and
Administration series.

JANE (JENNIE) TURNBULL (1926-1927)

Jennie Turnbull was born c.1896. She was educated at Brandon Central School and the
Brandon Collegiate Institute. Miss Turnbull entered Brandon College in 1911. She graduated
with her B.A. in 1915, and followed this with her M.A. in 1916. After taking a Normal Course in
Regina, Miss Turnbull returned to join the Brandon College faculty as instructor in French in
1918. She studied at La Sorbonne in Paris during the years 1921 and 1922. Miss Turnbull
spent parts of 1919, 1920, 1926, and all of 1927 and 1928 at the University of Chicago, where
she secured her Ph.D. During the school year 1926-1927, Miss Turnbull served as Dean of
Women (formerly known as Lady Principal). She was a very well-travelled individual, and she
was the author of Essential Traits of French-Canadian Poetry. In 1963 Miss Turnbull moved to
British Columbia, where she died on December 30, 1966. During the time that Miss Turnbull
taught at Brandon College, she was an integral part of the college community. She was
responsible for the formation of a French Club, and served on various committees and boards
with great skill.

ANNIE (EVANS) WRIGHT (1927-1934)

Miss Annie Evans was born on December 29, 1881 in Derbyshire, England. She moved with
her family to Canada around 1889. She taught school before entering the Brandon College
Business Training Department in 1908. In 1909, Miss Evans was given a position in the
Business and Academic Department of the College. In 1915, she married the music professor,
Dr. William L. Wright. In 1926, Mrs. Wright received her B.A. degree from Brandon College.
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She followed that with her M.A. from the University of Chicago in 1927. From 1927 until 1934,
Mrs. Wright served as the Dean of Women. From 1927 until 1945, she was employed as a
professor of English. She moved to Robson, B.C. with her husband, where she lived until her
death in 1959. She was the older sister of Dr. J.R.C. Evans.

DOROTHY WERTHENBACH (1934-1935)

Miss Werthenbach received her early education in Minnesota and Saskatchewan and
graduated from the University of Alberta with Honours in History. She took up the profession of
teaching. She was an instructor at the Indian Residential School before she accepted the
position of Dean of Women in the fall of 1934. She also taught grade 12 History at the College.
Miss Werthenbach left Brandon College in 1935, after having spent one year as the Dean of
Women. From 1931-1934 she served on the Executive of the Brandon Art Club, including a
year as President (1933-1934). At some point after leaving Brandon, Miss Werthenbach
married C.G. Nelson and relocated to Calgary. She and her husband had three, possibly four
children. Mrs. Nelson died in a plane crash at Moose Jaw.

MARJORIE B. MCKENZIE (1935-1936)

Miss McKenzie was born in Brandon and was a graduate of Brandon Collegiate and Brandon
College. She received her B.E. degree from the Columbia College of Expression in Chicago,
and her M.Sc. in speech from Northwestern University at Evanston, Illinois. From 1927 to 1930
she was Instructor in Dramatic Art at Brandon College. She resigned to do post-graduate
work. In 1935, Miss McKenzie returned as Instructor of Public Speaking in the Theological
Department and Dean of Women in Clark Hall. Miss McKenzie resigned as Dean of Women
after one year at the post.

SARAH PERSIS DARRACH (1936-1953)

Miss Persis Johnson was born in Rosscarberry, Ireland on February 8, 1886. She was
educated in both Ireland and Canada, graduating from the Brandon General Hospital nurses
program in 1911. She did her postgraduate work in Chicago. Miss Johnson was the assistant
matron at Brandon General Hospital when she left for overseas in 1914 to serve in the war.
Miss Johnson enlisted in the Canadian Over-seas Expeditionary Force on May 12, 1915 in
London, England. She was overseas until 1918, stationed in both England and France. While
there, Miss Johnson was awarded the Royal Red Cross, 2nd class, and the Royal Red Cross,
1st class, the latter of which was awarded to her in 1919 by the Prince of Wales during his visit
to Brandon. She became the fourth superintendent of nurses at Brandon General Hospital.
Sometime during the 1920’s, Miss Johnson married Robert Darrach, who was on the Brandon
College Board of Directors. In 1934, she was named a member of the Order of the British
Empire (Civilian) for her tireless effort doing charity work. In 1936 she accepted the position of
Dean of Women at Brandon College. She served in this post until 1953. In 1971, Brandon
College awarded her an honourary L.L.D. Darrach Hall, the Men’s Residence on the Brandon
University campus, was named for her. Mrs. Darrach died on September 25, 1974.

FLORA COWAN (1953-1967)

Mrs. Flora Cowan was born on July 15, 1902 in Edinburgh, Scotland. She was the daughter of
Adam and Helen Cruickshank. She married E.C. Cowan, and they had two children, Franklin
and Ruth. From 1953 until Brandon College became Brandon University, she served as the
Dean of Women. In 1966 she received the good Citizenship Award of the Golden Boys of
Manitoba. She was a member of the I.O.D.E. and a life-member of the International Peace
Garden, and the Provincial Council of Women. From 1954 to 1970 Mrs. Cowan served as a
member of the Brandon City Council. She was also the Chairman of the Board for Fairview
Home, Inc. In 1967, Mrs. Cowan received the Trillium Business and Professional Club Woman
of the Year Award. She was also a member of several other community committees. The
women’s residence at Brandon University, Flora Cowan, is named for her. In December 1980,
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women’s residence at Brandon University, Flora Cowan, is named for her. In December 1980,
Mrs. Cowan finally retired from her many positions. She died in Brandon on September 25,
1986 at the age of 84.

Scope and Content:

The records from this series are mainly concentrated in the early years of Clark Hall. Miss
Whiteside kept several journals that depict a very in-depth look at college life for young women
in the early twentieth century. These records include: a Commonplace book, in which Miss
Whiteside kept detailed accounts of the resident women and what was happening in Clark
Hall; a “Saturday” book, which describes what she discussed at the meeting she held with the
resident women every Saturday; Scrapbooks, which have programs and pictures detailing the
everyday life of a College woman. These records are an invaluable source of information on
the education of young women at the turn of the century. As well, Mrs. Wilkins files located in
the Brandon College Teaching and Learning files give an excellent account of life at Clark Hall.

The series also contains copies of Clark Hall calendars for 1909-1925. There is also one
undated calendar, which may be from 1911-1912.

Notes: The original accession number for the Clark Hall calendars is RP80-45. A
copy of the program for the memorial service held at First Baptist Church
October 1974 for Sarah Persis Darrach is located in her biography file in
the Reading Room.

Storage Location: RG 1 Brandon College fonds
Series 9: Clark Hall Women's Residence

Related Material: MG 1 1.9 Sarah Persis Darrach fonds

Maureen Johnson collection (10-2009)

Accession 0104 Brandon University Art Collection, portrait of C.W. Clark
M.D. painted by Henrietta Hancock. The portrait currently hangs in the
McKee Archives. A brief biographical note concerning Clark appears
with the portrait.

Arrangement:

Series has been divided into four sub-series, including: (1) Clark Hall commonplace book,
saturday book and chronicle; (2) Clark Hall scrapbooks 1907-1953; (3) Clark Hall calendars
1909 -1925; and (4) Clark Hall student council minutes 1928-1935
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Berbank Women's Aid fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4806

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 27-1997

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1919-1965

Physical Description: 6 cm

History /
Biographical:

Berbank Women's Aid was founded in 1919. It was, in large part, the Berbank Red Cross
under a new name. The principal project of the original Berbank Ladies Aid was the
construction of the Berbank Church, which was accomplished in 1919. In 1962, the
organization was renamed the Berbank United Church Women. With the closing of the
Berbank church in 1966, the Berbank United Church Women were dissolved.

Custodial History:

This fonds was accessioned by the McKee Archives in 1997. Prior custodial history is
unknown.

Scope and Content:

This fonds consists of various minute books of the Berbank Ladies Aid, and its successor
organization, dating from 1919 to 1965.

Notes: CAIN No. 202613

Subject Access: Red Cross

United Church of Canada

Rural Municipality of Oakland

Riverbank

Bertha

Rural women

religion in western Canada

Storage Location: 1997 accessions

Storage Range: 1997 accessions

Related Material: 18-1997 Riverbank/Berbank Red Cross fonds; 28-1997 Berbank Church
fonds; and 8-1998 Bertha Scool District fonds are all located in the
McKee Archives.



Bertha Leith (nee Clark) fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions3613

Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds

Creator: Bertha Clark

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: MG 2 2.31

Accession Number: 7-2009

GMD: graphic


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Date Range: 1925-1929

Physical Description: 24 photographs (b/w)

History /
Biographical:

Bertha Miriam Clark was born on Prince Edward Island but attended public and high school in
Brandon, MB. She was a member of the Class of 1929 and served as Lady Stick in her final
year at Brandon College.

Clark married J. Scott Leith, Brandon College Class of 1928. Scott and Bertha Leith's son
James Clark Leith is in the Canadian Who's Who.

Custodial History:

Album was sent to Pat Britton, Brandon University Director of Alumni Relations, by Bertha
Leith in April 1991. Britton then transferred it to the McKee Archives.

Scope and Content:

Fonds consists of a small accordian style photograph album (7 x 10.5 x 3.5 cm) created by
Bertha Clark during her years at Brandon College. The photographs, which measure 4" x
2.75", depict numerous people and events.

Notes: History/Bio information taken from the 1928-1929 Sickle.
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Name Access: Bertha Clark

Ruth Bingham

Professor Richards

Lil Bullman

Clark Hall

Brandon College Building

Jean Hitchings

Lloyd Bowler

Kay Underwood

Scott Leith

Denis Phillpots

Donald Ritchie

Harold Cairns

Andrew Clark

Isabel Hitchings

A. Foster

Rundle McLachlan

Carl Wickland

Doris Bingham

Doris Dowling

Ella Whitmore

Meta Mischpeter

Vera Ulinder

Josh Thompson

Doris Cochrane

Frank Kerr

Cyril Richards

Thomas Russell Wilkins

Flo Turnbull

Esther Magoon

Hilda Harrison

Doris Ireton

Mrs. Richards

W.L. Wright

Annie Evans Wright

Miss Hatch

Jennie Turnbull

Mrs. MacNeill

Mrs. C.G. Stone

Helen Duncan

Constance Lamontagne

Marian Bulloch

Mabel Craig
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Subject Access: Class of 29'

Sports Day 1925

English Club

Graduation

Lake Percy

Arts 1929

CPR depot

Brandon College boys 1925-1927

al(l)-bums

"cat-chers"

Sykes

18th Street Hill

Class of 1928

Class of 1929

Class of 1930

Class of 1931

arts faculty outing

Storage Location: MG 2 Brandon College Students
2.31 Bertha Leith (nee Clark)

Related Material: Edward Lloyd Bowler collection (36-1999)
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Binscarth Women's Institute fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4862

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 12-1997

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1928-1988; predominant 1928-1967

Physical Description: 13 cm

History /
Biographical:

The Binscarth Women's Institute began in 1928, as a division of the Manitoba Women's
Institute. It was organized for rural women to come together in a social setting. The members of
the Institute participated in fund raising for community projects initiated by the Institute. The
Institute also undertook to organize community events. The last meeting of the Binscarth
Women's Institute took place in 1967. The organization was never formally dissolved.

Custodial History:

This fonds was accessioned in 1997 by the McKee Archives. Prior custodial history is
unknown.

Scope and Content:

Fonds contains minutes, financial records, and other material created by the Binscarth
Women's Institute from its creation in 1928, to its final gathering in 1967. Aside from minutes
and financial records, the fonds contains records of the Canadian Centennial celebrations of
1967, planned by the Institute.

Notes: CAIN No. 202583. Description by Robyn Mitchell.

Subject Access: W.C. Honey

Ethel Burnett

YWCA

Manitoba Department of Agriculture

Rural women

Centennial

Storage Location: 1997 accessions

Storage Range: 1997 accessions

Related Material: Related women's institute collections in the McKee Archives include:

Manitoba Women's Institute; Minnedosa Women's Institute; Cordova
Women's Institute; Clanwilliam Women's Institute; Rathwell Women's
Institute; Strathclair Women's Institute; Crocus Women's Institute;
Southwest A Region - Manitoba Women's Institute; Douglas Women's
Institute



Brandon Business and Professional Women's Club fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4859

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection


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Accession Number: 10-2002

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1932-1972

Physical Description: 20 cm

History /
Biographical:

The Business and Professional Women's Club of Brandon was created in November 1932.
The club grew out of a meeting of business and professional women who were interested in
forming an association. Guest speakers at the meeting were Miss Hilda Hesson, the Vice
President of the Federation of Canadian Business and Professional Women's Clubs, and
Miss F. Ingram, the President of the Winnipeg Business and Professional Women's Club. The
objective of the Brandon club, according to its constitution, was the "promotion of educational,
service, and social facilities for the business and professional women." The club consisted of
active and associate members and belonged to the greater Canadian Federation of Business
and Professional Women's Club. The first President of the club was Miss Margaret Gemmell,
with approximately 80 women attended the club's first meeting. The club established sub-
committees on a variety of subjects including current events, sports, bridge instruction, public
speaking, dress making, photography, stitch craft, manual training, and physical culture. The
club also put on exhibitions, participated in drama festivals, held rummage sales and an annual
Christmas party. During the Second World War, it established a War Effort Department. This
department organized activities such as sewing and knitting in support of the war effort. The
War Effort Department also raised money for charities such as the Red Cross. During its
meetings, the club often heard local and national speakers or watched films. Women of many
different vocations joined the club including florists, teachers, salesclerks, nurses, and
housewives. Over the years, additional departments were added to the club including those
named poetry, pottery, woodcraft, and drama.

Custodial History:

This fonds was accessioned by the McKee Archives in 2002. Previous custodial history is
unknown.

Scope and Content:

Fonds contains three small scrapbooks, which cover the years 1932-1939, 1939-1949, and
1950-1959, respectively. The scrapbooks contain newpaper clippings from the Brandon Sun,
the Winnipeg Free Press, and the Flin Flon Daily Miner. The scrapbooks also contain
exhibition and meeting programs from the Brandon Club. Fonds also contains meeting
minutes for the years 1932-1972.

Notes: CAIN No. 202576

S. J. McKee Archives p. 23

http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=objectType%3a%22textual+records%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc


Subject Access: Miss Margaret Gemmel

Miss Marjorie McKenzie

Dr. Jane Turnbull

Miss Muriel Bowen

Miss Jessie Crawford

Mrs. Robert Darrach

Miss Margaret Clay

Hilda Hesson

Miss Jenny Gemmell

City of Brandon

Business and Professional Women's Club of Brandon

Canadian Federation of Business and Professional Women's Clubs

women's organizations

women's clubs

Manitoba women

scrapbooks

Storage Location: 2002 accessions

Storage Range: 2002 accessions

Related Material: Brandon Business and Professional Women's Club (10-2002);
Minnedosa Business and Professional Women's Club (11-2002);
Neepawa Business and Professional Women's Club (12-2002); Trilliam
Business and Professional Women's Club (2-2006).
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Brandon College academic class 1906-1907
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions2518

Part Of: Brandon University Photograph Collection

Creator: Photographer: Davidson Bros.

Description Level: Item

Series Number: 9

Item Number: BUPC 9.74

Accession Number: 40-1999

GMD: graphic

Date Range: 1907

Physical Description: 24" x 29" (b/w)

Scope and Content:

Item consists of portraits of Brandon College's Academic Class of 1906-1907 and their motto:
“Qui Non Proficit Deficit.”

Top Row (L to R): L. Craig; S. Riggs; E.D. Hunt; E. Obleman; A.E. Blight; A.J. Mitchell; C.
Tingley; and W.D. Collings.

Second Row (L to R): A Lochead; B. Roddick; W. Polly; H. Widen; J.E. Atkey; M.E. Scott; J.E.
Holt; R.H. Clancey; and G.H. Kinsman.

Third Row (L to R): W.C. Pilling; P.M. Stewart; Professor D.W. Campbell; Dr. A.P. McDiarmid;
Professor W.S. Fox; D.A. Grant (Teacher); L. Underwood; and J.C. Donaldson.

Bottom Row (L to R): H. Buckingham; A.B. Nordine; J. Boyd; G.R. Gunn; G.F. McQueen; M.S.
Elliott; T. Smith; L. McDonald; and Quant Lien.

Storage Range: Oversize drawer 7



Brandon College arts class 1928
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions9830

Part Of: Brandon University Photograph Collection

Creator: Photographer: Weekes Studio

Description Level: Item

Series Number: 9

Item Number: BUPC 9.102

Accession Number: 19-2009

GMD: graphic

Date Range: 1925

Physical Description: 10.5" x 13.5" (b/w)

Material Details: On matting (14" x 17")

Custodial History:

Photograph came from the estate of Margaret Hawley Speers, Class of 1928. It was donated
to the McKee Archives by her cousin David Speers in July 2009.


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Scope and Content:

Item consists of 87 small portraits of the members of the Brandon College Arts Class of 1928.
There are also portraits of H.L. McNeill, Dean of Arts, and Prof. C.P. Kerr, Hon. President, as
well as a photo of the Brandon College campus. The Class of 1928's motto "Patet Omnibus
Veritas" is also included.

Name Access: W.V. Berg

S.M. Swinton

R.A. Maxwell

M.D. Moffat

J.B. Neikle

L.M. Herbert

R.T. Bridges

C.A. Sarsfield

E.W. Buggy

G.F. Gainer

Ewart Harry Bowering

T.E. Hastings

K.I. Pitts

A. Bennest

H.L. McNeill

H.e. Wreede

W.J. Martin

A.H. Jensen

G.P. Elliot

Margaret Hawley Speers

M. Lewis

M.I. Tennant

G.E. Saunders

I. Rask

B.L. Baker

D.M. Murray

E.M. Wiseman

E. Pommer

E.G. Ball

W.W. Gayton

L.H. Coulter

E.M. Box

Doris Marietta Cochrane

Elizabeth Maude Patmore

F.H. Ward

Geraldine Balmer

J.B. Thompson

V.M. McDorman

T.E. Burnett

Evelyn Francis Beckwith Doig

M.A. Todd
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M.B. Whitehead

Wilhelmine M. Malcolmson

R. Magee

M.L. Rixon

A.N. Young

H. Stewart Perdue

E.H. (Hilmer Edward) Nordlund

A.E. Rea

G.L. Davidson

Laura Grace Smith

E.C. Root

Mary Evelyn Bowes

F. Oscar

L.F. Geddes

Donald Edward Lowe

Jean Gammon

Meta E. Mischpeter

M. Weisbrod

E.H. Howard

C. Miller

J.E. Collin

H.M. Edmison

W.H. Thomson

M. Bullock

I. Johnston

M.E. Donaldson

A.W. Lawler

John Andrew Mutter

J.M. Matheson

D.C. Simpson

Ella Margaret Bowering

Doris Lillian Dowling

M.I. Leith

R.L. Borden

L.A. Thomas

T.A. Dunkin

G. McCulloch

T.E. Adolph

L. Moore

B.S. Gould

M.E. Allen

M. Carr

E.J. Critchley

A.T. Kerr

G.E. Stanley
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J.E. Hill
Storage Range: Oversize drawer 5

Brandon College arts class 1930
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions2542

Part Of: Brandon University Photograph Collection

Description Level: Item

Series Number: 9

Item Number: BUPC 9.47a

GMD: graphic

Date Range: 1927

Physical Description: 10" x 13.5" (b/w)

Custodial History:

Photograph was donated by Sydney Pechet.

Scope and Content:

Item consists of portraits of the Brandon College Arts Class of 1930 taken in 1927, and the
Class of 1930s motto: “Age Quod Agis.”

Top Row (L to R): J. Elviss; R. Harris; R. Patmore; M. MacDonald; J.P. Odin; K. Kilgour; H.
Vaisler; M. Bigelow; A. Clark; W.M. Anderson; C.W. Wicklund; E. Smith; and W.T. Dick.

Second Row (L to R): M. Martin; J.M. Campbell; D. Campbell; G. Brown; M. Dunkin; G.D.
Wilkie (Sec.Treas); B. Hyndman (Vice Pres.); T.C. Douglas (Class Pres.); K. McKenzie; W.I.
Easton; M. Fotheringham; A. Robertson; and L. Popkin.

Third Row (L to R): H. McDowell; J. Lane; E.C. Black; S. Pechet; G.M. Boyes; and H.L. Young.

Fourth Row (L to R): M. Evans; J. Allan; T.A. Salekin; D. Dadson; A.T. Grantham; and V.
Ulinder.

Fifth Row (L to R): R. E. Hunter; E.M. Pierse; R. McNeil; V. Gilmour; M. Maltman; and R.A.
Clement.

Sixth Row (L to R): L. E. Shanks; C.R. Emerson; C. Lamont;, A.T. Keeler; N.F. Spearin; G.
Jernberg; E. Fidler; H. R. Rorke; J. Cowan; A. Cameron; H. Cairns; and H. Lousley.

Last Row (L to R): W.S. Stevens; S. Wickstrom; W. McFarland; E.M. Harris; R. Simpson; M.
Patmore; G. Eaton; J. Hitchings; R.P. Umphrey; K. Underwood; A. Holstein; E. Knapp; and
V.A. McLeod.

Notes: Duplicate is BUPC 9.47b.

Subject Access: class portraits

Storage Range: Oversize drawer 5

Related Material: BUPC 9.46b

Images
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