
S. J. McKee Archives

BC 9: Clark Hall women's residence
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4276

Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds

Description Level: Series

Series Number: 9

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1906-1953

Physical Description: 51.5 cm

History /
Biographical:

Clark Hall was built in 1906 as a women’s residence. The name comes from Dr. C.W. Clark, a
physician who believed that women should be as highly educated as possible. To that end, he
donated $30 000 of the $40 000 dollars needed to construct the building. The residence
opened on October 18, 1906 with Miss Ernestine R. Whiteside presiding as Lady Principal.

With the building of Clark Hall came new departments geared towards young women. A Music
and Arts department was started, as was a Physical Culture and Expression department. The
residence was soon full, and in 1911 the first Clark Hall Annex was created to house 25
women who could not get into Clark Hall proper. This annex was located at 1335 Lorne Ave.,
and it is still in existence today. The second Clark Hall Annex, that replaced the first, was
located on Louise Ave. It is also still standing, and is now an apartment building.

LADY PRINCIPALS/DEAN OF WOMEN:

ERNESTINE ROBERTA WHITESIDE (1906-1918)

Miss Whiteside was born in 1876. She graduated from McMaster University in 1898. In 1906
she was hired as the first Lady Principal of Clark Hall. She served this post capably and was
greatly admired by all who met her. In 1918 she resigned as Lady Principal to assume
headship of Moulton College in Toronto. She resigned from Moulton in 1930 due to uncertain
health. Miss Whiteside was a Board Member of the Women’s Baptist Missionary Society, as
well as being editor of “The Link and Visitor”. She was the corresponding secretary for the
Women’s Inter-Church Council of Canada from 1939 to 1949. Miss Whiteside resigned the
editorship of “The Link and Visitor” in 1956. On June 14, 1960, she died in Toronto.

OLIVE A.C. WILKINS (1919-1925)

Olive Agnes Cross was born on June 17, 1891 in Newton Centre, Massachusetts. She
received her B.A. from McMaster in 1912. She married Thomas Russell Wilkins on June 17,
1913. Mrs. Wilkins accepted the position of Lady Principal of Clark Hall in 1919. She also was
retained as an English Teacher. Mrs. Wilkins resigned in 1925. On May 13, 1937, she died
rather suddenly. Mrs. Wilkins personal files are located in the Brandon College Teaching and
Administration series.

JANE (JENNIE) TURNBULL (1926-1927)
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Jennie Turnbull was born c.1896. She was educated at Brandon Central School and the
Brandon Collegiate Institute. Miss Turnbull entered Brandon College in 1911. She graduated
with her B.A. in 1915, and followed this with her M.A. in 1916. After taking a Normal Course in
Regina, Miss Turnbull returned to join the Brandon College faculty as instructor in French in
1918. She studied at La Sorbonne in Paris during the years 1921 and 1922. Miss Turnbull
spent parts of 1919, 1920, 1926, and all of 1927 and 1928 at the University of Chicago, where
she secured her Ph.D. During the school year 1926-1927, Miss Turnbull served as Dean of
Women (formerly known as Lady Principal). She was a very well-travelled individual, and she
was the author of Essential Traits of French-Canadian Poetry. In 1963 Miss Turnbull moved to
British Columbia, where she died on December 30, 1966. During the time that Miss Turnbull
taught at Brandon College, she was an integral part of the college community. She was
responsible for the formation of a French Club, and served on various committees and boards
with great skill.

ANNIE (EVANS) WRIGHT (1927-1934)

Miss Annie Evans was born on December 29, 1881 in Derbyshire, England. She moved with
her family to Canada around 1889. She taught school before entering the Brandon College
Business Training Department in 1908. In 1909, Miss Evans was given a position in the
Business and Academic Department of the College. In 1915, she married the music professor,
Dr. William L. Wright. In 1926, Mrs. Wright received her B.A. degree from Brandon College.
She followed that with her M.A. from the University of Chicago in 1927. From 1927 until 1934,
Mrs. Wright served as the Dean of Women. From 1927 until 1945, she was employed as a
professor of English. She moved to Robson, B.C. with her husband, where she lived until her
death in 1959. She was the older sister of Dr. J.R.C. Evans.

DOROTHY WERTHENBACH (1934-1935)

Miss Werthenbach received her early education in Minnesota and Saskatchewan and
graduated from the University of Alberta with Honours in History. She took up the profession of
teaching. She was an instructor at the Indian Residential School before she accepted the
position of Dean of Women in the fall of 1934. She also taught grade 12 History at the College.
Miss Werthenbach left Brandon College in 1935, after having spent one year as the Dean of
Women. From 1931-1934 she served on the Executive of the Brandon Art Club, including a
year as President (1933-1934). At some point after leaving Brandon, Miss Werthenbach
married C.G. Nelson and relocated to Calgary. She and her husband had three, possibly four
children. Mrs. Nelson died in a plane crash at Moose Jaw.

MARJORIE B. MCKENZIE (1935-1936)

Miss McKenzie was born in Brandon and was a graduate of Brandon Collegiate and Brandon
College. She received her B.E. degree from the Columbia College of Expression in Chicago,
and her M.Sc. in speech from Northwestern University at Evanston, Illinois. From 1927 to 1930
she was Instructor in Dramatic Art at Brandon College. She resigned to do post-graduate
work. In 1935, Miss McKenzie returned as Instructor of Public Speaking in the Theological
Department and Dean of Women in Clark Hall. Miss McKenzie resigned as Dean of Women
after one year at the post.

SARAH PERSIS DARRACH (1936-1953)

Miss Persis Johnson was born in Rosscarberry, Ireland on February 8, 1886. She was
educated in both Ireland and Canada, graduating from the Brandon General Hospital nurses
program in 1911. She did her postgraduate work in Chicago. Miss Johnson was the assistant
matron at Brandon General Hospital when she left for overseas in 1914 to serve in the war.
Miss Johnson enlisted in the Canadian Over-seas Expeditionary Force on May 12, 1915 in
London, England. She was overseas until 1918, stationed in both England and France. While
there, Miss Johnson was awarded the Royal Red Cross, 2nd class, and the Royal Red Cross,
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there, Miss Johnson was awarded the Royal Red Cross, 2nd class, and the Royal Red Cross,
1st class, the latter of which was awarded to her in 1919 by the Prince of Wales during his visit
to Brandon. She became the fourth superintendent of nurses at Brandon General Hospital.
Sometime during the 1920’s, Miss Johnson married Robert Darrach, who was on the Brandon
College Board of Directors. In 1934, she was named a member of the Order of the British
Empire (Civilian) for her tireless effort doing charity work. In 1936 she accepted the position of
Dean of Women at Brandon College. She served in this post until 1953. In 1971, Brandon
College awarded her an honourary L.L.D. Darrach Hall, the Men’s Residence on the Brandon
University campus, was named for her. Mrs. Darrach died on September 25, 1974.

FLORA COWAN (1953-1967)

Mrs. Flora Cowan was born on July 15, 1902 in Edinburgh, Scotland. She was the daughter of
Adam and Helen Cruickshank. She married E.C. Cowan, and they had two children, Franklin
and Ruth. From 1953 until Brandon College became Brandon University, she served as the
Dean of Women. In 1966 she received the good Citizenship Award of the Golden Boys of
Manitoba. She was a member of the I.O.D.E. and a life-member of the International Peace
Garden, and the Provincial Council of Women. From 1954 to 1970 Mrs. Cowan served as a
member of the Brandon City Council. She was also the Chairman of the Board for Fairview
Home, Inc. In 1967, Mrs. Cowan received the Trillium Business and Professional Club Woman
of the Year Award. She was also a member of several other community committees. The
women’s residence at Brandon University, Flora Cowan, is named for her. In December 1980,
Mrs. Cowan finally retired from her many positions. She died in Brandon on September 25,
1986 at the age of 84.

Scope and Content:

The records from this series are mainly concentrated in the early years of Clark Hall. Miss
Whiteside kept several journals that depict a very in-depth look at college life for young women
in the early twentieth century. These records include: a Commonplace book, in which Miss
Whiteside kept detailed accounts of the resident women and what was happening in Clark
Hall; a “Saturday” book, which describes what she discussed at the meeting she held with the
resident women every Saturday; Scrapbooks, which have programs and pictures detailing the
everyday life of a College woman. These records are an invaluable source of information on
the education of young women at the turn of the century. As well, Mrs. Wilkins files located in
the Brandon College Teaching and Learning files give an excellent account of life at Clark Hall.

The series also contains copies of Clark Hall calendars for 1909-1925. There is also one
undated calendar, which may be from 1911-1912.

Notes: The original accession number for the Clark Hall calendars is RP80-45. A
copy of the program for the memorial service held at First Baptist Church
October 1974 for Sarah Persis Darrach is located in her biography file in
the Reading Room.

Storage Location: RG 1 Brandon College fonds
Series 9: Clark Hall Women's Residence

Related Material: MG 1 1.9 Sarah Persis Darrach fonds

Maureen Johnson collection (10-2009)

Accession 0104 Brandon University Art Collection, portrait of C.W. Clark
M.D. painted by Henrietta Hancock. The portrait currently hangs in the
McKee Archives. A brief biographical note concerning Clark appears
with the portrait.

Arrangement:

Series has been divided into four sub-series, including: (1) Clark Hall commonplace book,
saturday book and chronicle; (2) Clark Hall scrapbooks 1907-1953; (3) Clark Hall calendars
1909 -1925; and (4) Clark Hall student council minutes 1928-1935
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Brandon College Building and Clark Hall
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions8273

Part Of: BUPC 2 Campus buildings

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: 2.2

GMD: graphic

Date Range: c.1909 - 1996; predominant 1960s - 1996

Physical Description: 116 photographs

History /
Biographical:

BRANDON COLLEGE BUILDING

The construction of the Brandon College Building, also known as the Original Building, was
primarily financed by Mr. and Mrs. William Davies, a Toronto based Baptist meat packer, and
his sister Mrs. Emily Davies, also of Toronto, who pledged $5,000 a year for five years to the
new Baptist College. Four city blocks between 18th and 20th streets were purchased for the
College campus and the tender of Messrs. T.M. Harrington of Winnipeg was accepted in the
spring of 1900; Mr. Hugh McCowan of Winnipeg appointed as architect. Mrs. Davies laid the
cornerstone for the Brandon College Building on July 13, 1900.

The Brandon College Building was conceived as a substantial five story brick structure with a
stone basement. The Tyndall Manitoba quarries, located thrity miles northeast of Winnipeg,
supplied the stone and presented the College with the stone steps at the main entrance. The
basement contained the dining room, kitchen, laundry, furnace room, a science laboratory, and
maids' rooms. The first floor housed the reception room, office, library, four classrooms and the
teachers' cloak rooms. The second floor had five classrooms, a reading room, five rooms for
resident students and a resident teacher. Teachers' rooms and seventeen rooms for students
comprised the third floor; and additional thirteen rooms for residents took up the fourth floor.
The residence was to house 70 men. The total cost of the building and furnishings was
$44,000. The Brandon College Building was ready for occupancy by October 1, 1901.

CLARK HALL

The cornerstone of Clark Hall was laid by Mrs. A.P. McDiarmid, wife of the Principal of
Brandon College, on May 24, 1906. The residence was officially opened on Thanksgiving Day,
October 18, of the same year. The construction of the building grew our of a demand for a
ladies' college. A canvass made in Eastern Canada had resulted in subscriptions totaling
$10,000. When Dr. McDiarmid reported the results of the canvass to the Chairman of the
Board, Dr. C.W. Clark of Winnipeg, Clark proposed that he and his wife be allowed to
provided the balance of the funds, some $30,000. While presenting the building at the opening
ceremony, Clark stated that the reason for his donation was his belief in the power of cultured
womanhood - he believed "that refined and Christian mothers were the strength of a nation and
that he wished to see in Brandon a chool of learning for women in which every Christian virtue
and grace might be illustrated."

Clark Hall was built immediately north of the Brandon College Building and was connected to it
by classrooms and the iron door with its door bell, which was rung by gentlemen before being
admitted. It is a five story brick building, with fittings of imported Georgia pine. In the basement
was the gymnasium, studios and maids' rooms. On the main floor was a spacious reception
room furnished by the Honorable A.C. Rutherford, the Premier of Alberta and the Lady
Principal's suite, furnished by Mrs. N. Wolverston, wife of the treaurer of the College Board.
Music studios and the offices of the resident matron were also on the main floor. The second
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and third floors were dormitories. The fourth floor was meant to be art studios, but due to
registration demands, it was divided into students' rooms. The residence was designed to
house fifty students and seven teachers. Piano practice areas were also designated on the
west side of the building and on the groundlevel half way between the basement and the first
floor.

BRANDON COLLEGE BUILDING AND CLARK HALL RESTORATION PROJECT

By the early 1990s, it was clear that major reconstruction work on the Brandon College
Building and Clark Hall was necessary if the buildings were to remain in use. The alternative
was to demolish both buildings and construct a new central administrative structure for the
campus. Because of the historic character of the two original campus buildings, the decision
was taken to mount a complete restoration of the structures that involved a complete removal
of everything except for the surrounding brick fascade and the construction of new buildings
within the old external walls. This project was financed by the Provincial government of
Manitoba, who granted the University approximatley 10 million dollars. The Chief Architect for
the restoration was George Cibinal. Work began in 1996 and was completed by the fall of
1997. In addition to the restoration of the Brandon College Building and Clark Hall, a new
entrance was built on the west side of the buildings, as well as an addition to Clark Hall, which
included a skywalk connecting it to the A.E. McKenzie Building.

Scope and Content:

Sub-series consists of photographs of the Brandon College Building and Clark Hall.

Notes: History/Bio information was taken from Brandon College: A History,
1899-1967 by C.G. Stone and F. Joan Garnett (Brandon, Manitoba:
Brandon University, 1969), chapters 2 and 3. Tom Mitchell provided
history/bio information on the restoration project.

Images
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Clark Hall scrapbooks
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions11878

Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: 9.2

GMD: multiple media

Date Range: 1907-1953

Scope and Content:

Sub-series consists of four scrapbooks detailing life at Clark Hall and Brandon College. They
include newspaper clippings, photographs, cards, various programs and ephemera.

Storage Location: RG 1 Brandon College fonds
Series 9: Clark Hall Women's Residence



MPE A 13 Crystal City
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions8232

Part Of: RG 4 Manitoba Pool Elevator fonds

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: MPE A 13

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1928-1984

Physical Description: 41.5 cm
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Scope and Content:

Crystal City Co-operative Elevator Association Limited Organizational papers: 1928 - 1969
Petition, 1928 Minutes of the provisional Directors' meeting, 6 March 1928 Minutes of the
permanent Directors' meeting, 6 March 1928 Minutes of the Shareholders' meeting, 6 March
1928 By-law nos. 1-7, 6 March 1928 Lease MPEL to Crystal City CEAL, 1 August 1928 Share
certificate, 12 January 1929 Memorandum of agreement, 12 November 1929 Letter re: lease,
23 November 1929 Application for share of stock, 25 July 1931 Agreement between Crystal
City CEA, MPE, Manitoba Wheat Pool and The King, 1 August 1931 Certification of approval
for By-law no. 14, 1 December 1931 Letter re: By-law nos. 12 and 13, 30 January 1932 Letter
re: application for stock, 14 January 1932 Letter re: Director and Shareholders meeting, 25
July 1931 Agreement between Crystal City CEAL and MPEL, 1 February 1933 Special
meeting of Board of Directors re: By-law no. 15, 24 February 1933 Agreement between
Crystal City CEAL and MPEL, 15 October 1936 By-law no. 16, 1 November 1939 By-law
authorizing cancellation of share capital, 30 October 1940 By-laws 18, 19, 20, and General By-
laws, 10 November 1941 Draft resolutions re: By-laws amending General By-laws, 31 October
1947 By-law no. 21, 31 October 1947 Memo re: By-law no. 21, 27 August 1948 By-law no. 22,
16 November 1929 Memo re: By-law no. 22, 7 March 1950 By-law no. 23, 12 November 1921
Agreement between Crystal City CEAL and MPEL, 1 August 1951 Memo re: above
agreement, 13 June 1952 Directors' Resolution, 18 October 1961 Building permit, 8 May
1965 By-law no. 26, 25 April 1967 Building permit, 2 November 1967 General By-laws, 16
April 1969 Arrangement, 18 June 1969 Transfer agreement, no date Memo re: local Elevator
Association By-laws, no date Motion for By-laws 18, 19, 20 and General By-laws, no date
General By-laws, no date By-law re: members equities, no date Minutes of Executive Board
meetings, volume 1, 16 March 1928 - volume 7, 1 October 1984 Minutes of Shareholders
Annual meetings, 1929 - 1968 (31 reports) Financial records and statistics Statement of
surplus, 1938 - 1955 (15 reports) Final statements, 1930 - 1952 (20 reports) Auditors' reports,
1929 - 1968 (34 reports) Analysis of Operating Results, 1951 - 1963 (9 reports) Detail of grain
earnings, 1965 - 1967 (2 reports) Auditors reports, 1929 - 1968 (34 reports) Delivery sheets
season, 1929 - 1930 (3 sheets) Growers ledger, 1933 - 1934 (2 sheets) Review of Operating
Results, 1965 - 1966 Agents monthly expense accounts, 1928 - 1929 Delivery statistics, 1956
Highlights, 1969 Correspondence, 1928 - 1970 Membership list, 1928 - 1969 Miscellaneous
Directors' attendance lists, 1951 - 1969 (15 reports) List of Officers, Directors, and Delegates,
1966 - 1967 Requisition for payment of Director's fees and secretary's honorarium, no date
Corporate Name: Rural Municipality of Louise
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MPE A 31 Dominion City
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions8474

Part Of: RG 4 Manitoba Pool Elevator fonds

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: MPE A

Item Number: 31

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1960-69

Physical Description: 13 cm

Scope and Content:

Dominion City Co-operative Elevator Association Limited Minutes of Executive Board
meetings, volume 1, 2 May 1960 - volume 2, 29 September 1969 Correspondence, 1960 (1
letter) Corporate Name: Rural Municipality of Franklin.
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MPE A 79 Rapid City
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions8339

Part Of: RG 4 Manitoba Pool Elevator fonds

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: MPE A

Item Number: 79

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1926-81

Physical Description: 26 cm

Custodial History:

Rapid City Co-operative Elevator Association Limited Organizational papers: 1931 - 1980 By-
law nos. 8, 9, 10 and 11, no date Agreement between Rapid City CEA, MPE, Manitoba Wheat
Pool and The King, 1 August 1931 Agreement between Rapid City CEA and MPE, 15
October 1939 By-law no. 16, 27 October 1939 By-law authorizing cancellation of share capital,
6 November 1940 By-law nos. 18, 19 and 20, 2 August 1941 Memo re: Repeal By-law no. 19,
no date Memo re: cancellation of share capital, 24 March 1941 Motion sheet re: By-laws 18,
19, 20 and General By-laws, no date Memo re: Share certificate, 26 November 1941 Memo
re: Agreement, 19 July 1944 Agreement between Rapid City CEA and MPE, 1 August 1951
By-law no. 23, 14 November 1951 By-law no. 74, no date Directors' Resolution, 18 October
1961 Agreement between Rapid City CEA and MPE, 15 December 1966 By-law no. 26, 15
March 1967 MPE - Act of Incorporation, 15 May 1969 Agreement re: The Campanies Act, 10
June 1969 Letter re: Closure, 29 October 1980 Minutes of Executive Board meetings, volume
1, 6 August 1926 - volume 8, 15 December 1981 Minutes of Shareholders Annual meetings,
1929 - 1964 (24 reports) Financial records and statistics Analysis of Operating Results, 1951 -
1956 (2 reports) Statement of surplus, 1940 - 1955 Final statement, 1930 - 1952 Auditors
reports, 1928 - 1945 (13 reports) Auditors report, 1968 Correspondence, 1941 - 1964, 1964 -
1970 Membership list, 1938 - 1961, 1963, 1970 Miscellaneous Directors Attendance list,
1943 - 1963 (16 reports) Directors Attendance list, 1981 Corporate Name: Rural Municipality
of Saskatchewan
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MPE B 10 Radio Broadcasts
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions9311

Part Of: RG 4 Manitoba Pool Elevator fonds

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: MPE B.10

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1930-1971

Physical Description: 6 cm

History /
Biographical:

Manitoba Pool Elevators was quick to realize the usefulness of the radio medium as a
educational and promotional tool. It was also often used to defend the Pool and the co-
operative movement in general on programs such as Farm Radio Forum. See fonds level
description of RG 4 for complete history/bio of MPE.

Scope and Content:

Sub-series MPE B.10 consists of textual radio broadcast transcriptions. The records include
transcriptions from 1930 until 1971. Radio broadcasts are on a wide variety of topics,
including argicultural science, the grain market and general economy of Canada and the world,
government acts and legislation that affected the producer, co-operatives and the co-operative
movement, rural life, young people, WWII, Manitoba, and the Manitoba Pool Elevators.

Notes: Description by Jillian Sutherland (2009)

Name Access: F.W. Ransom

C.H. Burnell

J.T. Hull

John Braken

W.J. Parker

D.W. Richmond

E.S. Russenholt

Manitoba Pool Elevators

Central Office

Subject Access: Co-operatives

Agriculture

Radio Broadcasts

Storage Location: RG 4 Manitoba Pool Elevator fonds
Series B: Central Office records



Ruth and Archie MacLachlan fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions10093

Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: MG 2 2.33

Accession Number: 23-2009

GMD: multiple media
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Date Range: 1930-1934

Physical Description: 27 cm textual records

13 b/w photographs

Physical Condition: Very good. Some of the letters written in pencil are a little faded.

History /
Biographical:

Ruth Alverda Wade was born born July 11, 1912 in Brandon, MB to James and Etta Alverda.
She had two younger siblings: sister Gwen and brother Sherry. The Wade family resided at
1837 Princess Avenue, Brandon, MB. Ruth graduated from Brandon College with the Class of
1933.

During her time at Brandon College Ruth met Archie MacLachlan. Archibald James
MacLachlan was born in Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan in 1907. He had four brothers: Howard,
Edgar, Bruce, Curly and Stirling. When Archie was quite young the MacLachlan family moved
to Alberta. Archie came to Brandon c. 1930 to attend Brandon College. During the summers of
his years at Brandon College Archie held pastoral charges in Alberta. The first two summers
were spent in the Peace River Country and the second two in Etzikom in Southern Alberta.
This is the period during which the letters in the fonds were written.

Ruth Wade married Archie MacLachlan on September 19, 1934 in Brandon, MB. Following
the wedding the couple moved to Hamilton, ON. Archie graduated from McMaster University
with his Bachelor of Divinity degree in 1937. During this period their daughter Joann Ruth was
born. After his ordination as a Baptist Minister the family moved to North Bay where Archie
was minister for four years. The next six years were spent in Vancouver as Archie worked as
minister at Fairview Baptist Church in Vancouver. The couple's sons Archibald James and
Lachlan Wade were also born during this period.

At the end of the Second World War Archie decided to go back to school. The family travelled
to Brandon, where Ruth and the children remained for part of a year while Archie went ahead
to Andover Newton to enroll and find a parish that would support him while he went to school.
The family was reunited in Penacook, New Hampshire; they lived there for two years while
Archie completed his Masters in Sacred Theology. After a brief additional period of study at
Harvard University, the MacLachlan family returned to Canada, settling in Toronto while Archie
finished his second Masters degree (Psychology) and held positions as interim minister and
then assistant minister at York Minster Church. Following the two years in Toronto they moved
to Winnipeg.

Eventually Archie left the church ministry and became Chaplain at the Hamilton Psychiatric
Hospital. He also continuted to train students in Pastoral Education through the courses he had
begun at the Divinity College of McMaster University. He remained at the Hospital until his
retirement.

During their married life Ruth was kept busy raising the couple's children and with her work as
a minister's wife, particularly her work in the community. She sat on a number of community
boards, including positions as President of the Baptist Convention of Ontario and Quebec and
a member of the Board of Governors for McMaster University's Divinity School.

Ruth MacLachlan died on October 29, 1983 in Missassauga, ON.

Archie married Kathleen Marie (Green) French (b. January 22, 1908, d. June 1, 1998) on June
20, 1987. Archie MacLachlan died in December 1997.
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Custodial History:

Records were in the possession of Ruth and Archie MacLachlan until their deaths. At that time
the records were inherited by their daughter Joann. Joann MacLachlan donated the records to
the McKee Archives on October 24, 2009 at a donation event held as part of Homecoming
2009.

Scope and Content:

Fonds consists of approximately 197 letters written by Ruth and Archie to each other during the
spring and summers of 1932, 1933 and 1934. The letters were written during the courtship of
the couple and contain details not only on about their lives in Brandon and Alberta but also
more personal information about their relationship, families and future plans. Because Ruth
and Archie were students at Brandon College during this period the letters also often reflect on
events and personalities related to the College, as well as their own personal studies.

Fonds also contains a scrapbook compiled by Ruth during her Brandon College years. It
includes photographs, newspaper clippings, graduation cards, event programs, place cards
and other ephemera. There are also a few miscellaneous documents - McMaster University
examination papers, handwritten sheet music, postcards - that appear to have belonged to
Archie. Fonds also contains a graduation photograph of Ruth.

Notes: Description by Christy Henry. History/Bio information taken from Joann
MacLachlan's book Ruth and Archie: Brandon and Brandon College
1932-1934.

Name Access: Ruth Wade

Ruth MacLachlan

Archie MacLachlan

Addrene Edwards

Dorreene McGuinness

Brandon

Brandon College

Trochu, Alberta

Etzikom, Alberta

First Baptist Church

S. J. McKee Archives p. 12

http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Ruth+Wade%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Ruth+MacLachlan%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Archie+MacLachlan%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Addrene+Edwards%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Dorreene+McGuinness%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Brandon%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Brandon+College%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Trochu%2c+Alberta%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Etzikom%2c+Alberta%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22First+Baptist+Church%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc


Subject Access: land vehicles

Christianity

city life

rural life

convocations

Correspondence

crime

post-secondary education

mountains

pastoral activities

postal service

parsons

religious officials

Radio Broadcasts

tennis

rail transportation

weather

social events

music

clothing

theology

hobbies

liberal arts

horses

road transportation

travels

touring

depression era

Language Note: Some of the letters contain German phrases.

Storage Location: Textual records: 23-2009

Photographs: RG 5 photograph storage drawer

Related Material: Ruth and Archie's daughter Joann edited the letters into a book entitled
Ruth and Archie: Brandon and Brandon College 1932-1934. A copy of
the book is located in the Rare Book collection of the John E. Robbins
Library, Brandon University.

William Ridley Sheridan Wade collection (28-2007)

Arrangement:

The letters are arranged in chronological order with all of Archie's letters to Ruth for a particular
year grouped together, followed by Ruth's letters to Archie for that same year. For preservation
purposes photographs in the scrapbook have been removed and placed in photograph
storage, with their corresponding scrapbook page number noted on the back. Because of the
fragile condition of the scrapbook a note has been made concerning the original location of
many items that have become detached from their original location in the scrapbook. These
items remain with the remnants of the scrapbook in one archival housing. Note that Ruth did
not place items on every page so the numbering is not sequential for scrapbook items. Some
items were loose at the back of the scrapbook and therefore have no corresponding page
number.
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The Wheat City: A Pictorial History of Brandon monograph
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions13676

Other Title Info: Title based on the contents of the subseries

Part Of: Fred McGuinness collection

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: McG 5.6

Accession Number: 1-2015 [formerly 6-2008 and 20-2009 and unprocessed Fred
McGuinness collection]

GMD: textual records

Date Range: c. 1987 - 1988

Physical Description: Approximately 6 cm of textual records

History /
Biographical:

These records were produced between 1987 and 1988, the researching and writing period for
The Wheat City: A Pictorial History of Brandon monograph. Published in 1988 by Western
Producer Books (Saskatoon, Saskatchewan), The Wheat City is a 117-page soft cover book,
containing black and white images.

Western Producer Books pitched the book’s concept to Fred McGuinness in the fall of 1987.
This book was part of the publisher’s “city series” which focused on smaller cities such as
Medicine Hat and Prince Albert. It was estimated that the book would contain a 6,000-word
introduction followed by approximately 80 archival photographs of Brandon spanning from
early settlement to the late 1950s/early 1960s.

Brandon University history major Pam Svistovski worked as McGuinness’ research assistant
and McGuinness obtained images for the book from his own personal collection, the Brandon
Sun, Lawrence Stuckey, the Archives of Manitoba, and the Western Pictorial Index.

Custodial History:

Records were collected and created by McGuinness during the writing phase of the
monograph The Wheat City. The materials were donated to the SJ McKee Archives by the
Estate of Fred McGuinness circa 2011. The Archives accessioned the records in 2015.

Scope and Content:

The subseries consists of textual records and photographs created and collected during the
production of the monograph The Wheat City. It includes correspondence, newspapers
articles, drafts and black and white photographs from the Archives of Manitoba, Western
Canada Pictorial Index, and Illustrated Souvenir of Brandon.

Notes: Information in the history/biography was obtained from The Wheat City’s
acknowledgements and a letter to Mr. Fred McGuinness from Western
Producer Books, dated September 24, 1987 (McG 5.6, File 11)

Where known, archival reference numbers for photographs obtained from
the Archives of Manitoba and the Western Canada Pictorial Index and
considered/used in The Wheat City have been provided in the item level
description

Accruals: Closed

S. J. McKee Archives p. 14

http://archives.brandonu.ca/#
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions13676
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=setName%3a%22Fred+McGuinness+collection%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=objectType%3a%22textual+records%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/#


Repro Restriction: Images published in the monograph and stored in files copyright
protected by their respective organizations

Finding Aid: A file level inventory is available

Storage Location: 2015 accessions

Related Material: Clarence Hopkin collection

Lawrence Stuckey collection

Jack Stothard collection

Fred McGuinness would write/publish about a topic in a number of
forums. Therefore, it is possible research materials pertaining to this
monograph may be found in the Fred McGuinness collection subseries:
Correspondence (McG 1.2), Brandon Sun (McG 2.2) Miscellaneous
freelance (McG 3.2), Local history research (McG 4.1), Manitoba: The
Province & The People (McG 5.4), and Manitoba Enterprise (McG 5.5)

Arrangement:

Arrangement was artificially created by the Archives. Subseries has been re-arranged
according to picture sources

Documents

McG 5_6 Wheat City
inventory.pdf

 Read PDF

 Download PDF
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