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Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: MG 2 2.33

Accession Number: 23-2009

GMD: multiple media

Date Range: 1930-1934

Physical Description: 27 cm textual records

13 b/w photographs

Physical Condition: Very good. Some of the letters written in pencil are a little faded.



S. J. McKee Archives p. 1

http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions10093
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=setName%3a%22RG+1+Brandon+College+fonds%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=objectType%3a%22multiple+media%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc


History /
Biographical:

Ruth Alverda Wade was born born July 11, 1912 in Brandon, MB to James and Etta Alverda.
She had two younger siblings: sister Gwen and brother Sherry. The Wade family resided at
1837 Princess Avenue, Brandon, MB. Ruth graduated from Brandon College with the Class of
1933.

During her time at Brandon College Ruth met Archie MacLachlan. Archibald James
MacLachlan was born in Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan in 1907. He had four brothers: Howard,
Edgar, Bruce, Curly and Stirling. When Archie was quite young the MacLachlan family moved
to Alberta. Archie came to Brandon c. 1930 to attend Brandon College. During the summers of
his years at Brandon College Archie held pastoral charges in Alberta. The first two summers
were spent in the Peace River Country and the second two in Etzikom in Southern Alberta.
This is the period during which the letters in the fonds were written.

Ruth Wade married Archie MacLachlan on September 19, 1934 in Brandon, MB. Following
the wedding the couple moved to Hamilton, ON. Archie graduated from McMaster University
with his Bachelor of Divinity degree in 1937. During this period their daughter Joann Ruth was
born. After his ordination as a Baptist Minister the family moved to North Bay where Archie
was minister for four years. The next six years were spent in Vancouver as Archie worked as
minister at Fairview Baptist Church in Vancouver. The couple's sons Archibald James and
Lachlan Wade were also born during this period.

At the end of the Second World War Archie decided to go back to school. The family travelled
to Brandon, where Ruth and the children remained for part of a year while Archie went ahead
to Andover Newton to enroll and find a parish that would support him while he went to school.
The family was reunited in Penacook, New Hampshire; they lived there for two years while
Archie completed his Masters in Sacred Theology. After a brief additional period of study at
Harvard University, the MacLachlan family returned to Canada, settling in Toronto while Archie
finished his second Masters degree (Psychology) and held positions as interim minister and
then assistant minister at York Minster Church. Following the two years in Toronto they moved
to Winnipeg.

Eventually Archie left the church ministry and became Chaplain at the Hamilton Psychiatric
Hospital. He also continuted to train students in Pastoral Education through the courses he had
begun at the Divinity College of McMaster University. He remained at the Hospital until his
retirement.

During their married life Ruth was kept busy raising the couple's children and with her work as
a minister's wife, particularly her work in the community. She sat on a number of community
boards, including positions as President of the Baptist Convention of Ontario and Quebec and
a member of the Board of Governors for McMaster University's Divinity School.

Ruth MacLachlan died on October 29, 1983 in Missassauga, ON.

Archie married Kathleen Marie (Green) French (b. January 22, 1908, d. June 1, 1998) on June
20, 1987. Archie MacLachlan died in December 1997.

Custodial History:

Records were in the possession of Ruth and Archie MacLachlan until their deaths. At that time
the records were inherited by their daughter Joann. Joann MacLachlan donated the records to
the McKee Archives on October 24, 2009 at a donation event held as part of Homecoming
2009.
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Scope and Content:

Fonds consists of approximately 197 letters written by Ruth and Archie to each other during the
spring and summers of 1932, 1933 and 1934. The letters were written during the courtship of
the couple and contain details not only on about their lives in Brandon and Alberta but also
more personal information about their relationship, families and future plans. Because Ruth
and Archie were students at Brandon College during this period the letters also often reflect on
events and personalities related to the College, as well as their own personal studies.

Fonds also contains a scrapbook compiled by Ruth during her Brandon College years. It
includes photographs, newspaper clippings, graduation cards, event programs, place cards
and other ephemera. There are also a few miscellaneous documents - McMaster University
examination papers, handwritten sheet music, postcards - that appear to have belonged to
Archie. Fonds also contains a graduation photograph of Ruth.

Notes: Description by Christy Henry. History/Bio information taken from Joann
MacLachlan's book Ruth and Archie: Brandon and Brandon College
1932-1934.

Name Access: Ruth Wade

Ruth MacLachlan

Archie MacLachlan

Addrene Edwards

Dorreene McGuinness

Brandon

Brandon College

Trochu, Alberta

Etzikom, Alberta

First Baptist Church

S. J. McKee Archives p. 3

http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Ruth+Wade%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Ruth+MacLachlan%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Archie+MacLachlan%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Addrene+Edwards%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Dorreene+McGuinness%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Brandon%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Brandon+College%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Trochu%2c+Alberta%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Etzikom%2c+Alberta%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22First+Baptist+Church%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc


Subject Access: land vehicles

Christianity

city life

rural life

convocations

Correspondence

crime

post-secondary education

mountains

pastoral activities

postal service

parsons

religious officials

Radio Broadcasts

tennis

rail transportation

weather

social events

music

clothing

theology

hobbies

liberal arts

horses

road transportation

travels

touring

depression era

Language Note: Some of the letters contain German phrases.

Storage Location: Textual records: 23-2009

Photographs: RG 5 photograph storage drawer

Related Material: Ruth and Archie's daughter Joann edited the letters into a book entitled
Ruth and Archie: Brandon and Brandon College 1932-1934. A copy of
the book is located in the Rare Book collection of the John E. Robbins
Library, Brandon University.

William Ridley Sheridan Wade collection (28-2007)

Arrangement:

The letters are arranged in chronological order with all of Archie's letters to Ruth for a particular
year grouped together, followed by Ruth's letters to Archie for that same year. For preservation
purposes photographs in the scrapbook have been removed and placed in photograph
storage, with their corresponding scrapbook page number noted on the back. Because of the
fragile condition of the scrapbook a note has been made concerning the original location of
many items that have become detached from their original location in the scrapbook. These
items remain with the remnants of the scrapbook in one archival housing. Note that Ruth did
not place items on every page so the numbering is not sequential for scrapbook items. Some
items were loose at the back of the scrapbook and therefore have no corresponding page
number.
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BC 1: Brandon College Board of Directors
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4237

Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds

Description Level: Series

Series Number: 1

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1899-1967

Physical Description: 78.5 cm

History /
Biographical:

The “Act to Incorporate Brandon College” was assented to on June 1, 1900 and specified that
the Board of Directors would consist of 21 members. The Board was to control all financial
matters of the College, though all decisions had to meet the approval of the Baptist
Convention.

The first officers of the Board were a Chairman, a Treasurer and a Secretary. The minutes also
refer to a “President,” separate from the Principal, but does not define the President’s duties.
The Principal was a member ex-officio of the Board. The first duty of the Board was to create
an executive consisting of all Brandon members of the Board. The main function of the
executive was the operation of the College and transaction of all business arising between
Board meetings.

In pursuit of a separate university charter, the Board reorganized its affairs in 1910, appointing
an investment committee, a Bursar and a Registrar. The Principal was renamed “President,”
and was appointed Chairman of the Executive. The university charter was denied, leading the
Board to seek affiliation with McMaster University. The Board of Directors during this time was
forced to take a more active role in directing college affairs. In November 1910, the Board
moved: ...that the officers of the Board be authorized to make such application for such
amendments to the Charter as seem necessary and advisable.

This decision led the Board to draw up the Act to Amend An Act to Incorporate Brandon
College which, by 1915, granted the Board authority over all College affairs, following the
stated direction of the Baptist Convention.

On May 5, 1916 a nominating committee was struck to name the persons and mandate of all
new committees.

During the existence of the Board prior to 1967 the following committees were created:

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

In 1918, the Board defined the functions of the Executive Committee as:

The Board of Brandon College shall at its organization meeting each year appoint from among
its members an Executive of not less than seven in number. The Executive shall be responsible
to the Board and shall exercise all the powers usually incidental to an Executive other than
those delegated to the Finance Committee and Endowment Fund Committee, which two
Committees shall also be responsible to the Board direct.

FINANCE COMMITTEE, 1918-1926


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FINANCE COMMITTEE, 1918-1926

The Finance Committee was to consist of no fewer than seven members which:

...shall be responsible to the Board and shall under the Board have the general oversight and
control of the financial policy of the College insofar as the raising of funds is concerned. The
Finance Committee shall not have the power to make any expenditures except such as it may
deem necessary to incur in connection with its efforts in raising funds. The Finance Committee
shall report to the Board of the College at each meeting of the Board and for the purpose of
keeping the Executive in close touch with its activities and of enabling the two committees to
work in closest cooperation shall transmit to the Executive a copy of the minutes of each of its
meetings to be read at the regular meetings of the Executive and shall give account of the
progress made by the Finance Committee and generally of its plans for the future. Members of
the Finance Committee shall not all necessarily be members of the Board.

ENDOWMENT FUND COMMITTEE, 1918-1926

The Endowment Fund Committee was created by the following resolution:

The Board of Brandon College shall at its Organization Meeting each year appoint an
Endowment Fund Committee which shall under the Board manage the Endowment Fund and
direct the re-investment of its principal. The Endowment Fund Committee shall consist of not
less than three members who shall not all necessarily be members of the Board.

The creation of the latter two committees was significant because it was the first time that
Brandon citizens, not necessarily Baptists, were brought into the administration.

HOUSE AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE, 1923-1926

NEW INSTRUCTORS COMMITTEE, 1923-1936

ADVERTISING COMMITTEE, 1923-1936

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION AND ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE, 1926-1936

TEACHERS COMMITTEE, 1929-1936

GENERAL PUBLICITY COMMITTEE, 1930-1936

By 1936, however, all Committees were abandoned as Brandon College struggled for its
financial survival. After the Baptist Convention withdrew all of its support in 1938, a Provisional
Board was established through the Brandon Board of Trade to negotiate with the government
for the transfer of Brandon College to the Government of Manitoba. The provisional board
succeeded in gathering the needed support for government intervention, and resurrected the
College under “An Act to Incorporate Brandon College Incorporated.”

The new Board of Directors was appointed October 11, 1939 during a general shareholders
meeting. The officers of the Board were a Chairman, a Secretary and a Treasurer. There were
also six new standing committees appointed, with mandates listed under clause 16 of by-law
1:

FINANCE COMMITTEE, 1939-1967

... whose duty it shall be to oversee the finances of the Corporation and make
recommendations to the Board as to investments of Monies received for endowment or
scholarship purposes, and to prepare and submit the annual budget.

PROPERTY COMMITTEE, 1939-1967
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PROPERTY COMMITTEE, 1939-1967

... who shall have general supervision of the real and personal property of the Corporation.

ENROLLMENT COMMITTEE, 1939-1967

... whose duty shall be to obtain a student body for the College, to co-operate with the
President and Faculty for such purpose and report to the Board as may be required from time
to time.

FACULTY COMMITTEE, 1939-1967

... whose duty shall be to make preliminary arrangements for the engagement of teachers and
who shall make recommendations to the Board for consideration in the engagement of such
teachers.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE, 1939-1967

... whose duty shall be to maintain the membership of the Corporation and see that proper
records of the same are maintained.

ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE, 1939-1967

... whose duty shall be to obtain endowments for the future operation of the College and to
obtain gifts for scholarship purposes.

In 1942 the Public Relations and Progress Committee was established and a Public Relations
Officer was hired. A Consultant Committee was appointed in 1948 with the sole purpose of
overseeing the transfer of McKenzie Seeds to the provincial government for financial support
through the McKenzie Foundation.

Scope and Content:

Series consists mainly of minutes of meetings and correspondence between various Board
members and the College. It is a very detailed and descriptive compilation of the decision-
making processes at a higher education institution. There are copies of minutes from the
Executive Committee in amongst the general Board Minutes. Series also contains a copy of
an appraisment of Brandon College Inc. by the General Appraisal Company Ltd. (Vancouver)
completed in 1957.

Storage Location: RG 1 Brandon College fonds
Series 1: Board of Directors

Arrangement:

Series has been divided into one sub-series: (1) Minutes of General Board Meetings.

MG 1 Brandon College teaching and administration
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4295

Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds

Description Level: Series

Series Number: MG 1

GMD: multiple media


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History /
Biographical:

This is an artifically created series.

Custodial History:

See invidivual sub-series for custodial history.

Scope and Content:

Series contains private papers from various professors and administrators at Brandon
College.

It has been divided into the following sub-series:

MG 1 1.1 Rev. Dr. Samuel James McKee

MG 1 1.2 Rev. Dr. Franklin W. Sweet

MG 1 1.3 Mrs. Olive Wilkins

MG 1 1.4 Thomas Russell Wilkins

MG 1 1.5 Esther Magdalene Moore

MG 1 1.6 Thomas Hector McLeod

MG 1 1.7 Albert Edward McKenzie

MG 1 1.8 Evan McDonald Whidden

MG 1 1.9 Sarah Persis Darrach

MG 1 1.10 J.R.C. Evans

MG 1 1.11 Martin Johns

MG 1 1.12 Wilfred McCutcheon

Name Access: S.J. McKee

Franklin Sweet

Olive Wilkins

Thomas Wilkins

Esther Moore

Tommy McLeod

A.E. McKenzie

Evan Whidden

Martin Johns

Storage Location: RG 1 Brandon College fonds
MG 1 Brandon College Teaching and Administration
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