‘Al BRANDON
"‘ UNIVERSITY

S. J. McKee Archives

William Wallace fonds
= http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4801
Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection
Description Level: Collection
Accession Number:  47-1997
GMD: textual records
Date Range: 1881-1904
Physical Description: 30 cm
History /
Biographical:

William Wallace was born in Scotland around 1859. In 1881, when William was twenty-two, he
emigrated to Canada with his father and brother. Once here they settled near what is today
Forrest, Manitoba. The following spring they moved to the northwest margin of settlement in
Manitoba, homesteading in the Shellmouth area. Wallace remained a resident of the region for
the rest of his life. William Wallace was active in community affairs. He was appointed to the
post of Secretary-Treasurer of the Shellmouth Municipality in 1887, and he held the position
until 1904. In 1909, Wallace was injured in a railway accident, and he had to give up farming.
He moved to Shellmouth and took up the position of postmaster, which he held for twenty-
seven years. He died in 1945, and is buried at Shellmouth cemetery, Manitoba.

Custodial History:

The letters contained in the fonds remained in the possession of Margaret Wallace, who was
the original recipient of the correspondence. She emigrated to Canada in 1904. At some point
the letters passed to William Wallace who kept them in his possession in Shellmouth. In 1941,
William contacted Professor E. J. Westcott of Brandon College regarding the fonds. He
offered it to the College for safekeeping. Westcott accepted the letters. Westcott passed the
letters on to various officers and staff at Brandon College and then Brandon University. Since
1982, the collection has resided in the S. J. McKee Archives at Brandon University.

Scope and Content:

Fonds consists of hundreds of letters that William Wallace and his brother, Andrew, wrote to
their sister, Maggie, from 1881 until 1904. The first letter, dated 22 March 1881, was written by
both William and Andrew aboard the S.S. Prussia as they sailed to North America from
Scotland. The last letter was written on 4 January 1904 by William. It was written to inform
Maggie and her husband that William had reserved a homestead in their name. This letter
marks the end of the fonds. Later that spring Maggie and John emigrated to Canada to be with
her family.

William was keenly interested in everything going on around him; his letters and Andrew's
reveal what life was like for inexperienced settlers on the Canadian agricultural frontier in the
last years of the ninteenth century. Fonds touches on a variety of social, political and economic
themes.

Notes: CAIN No. 202641. A partial accession of the Wallace collection was
completed in 1992 by Eileen McFadden.
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Subject Access:

Finding Aid:

Storage Location:
Storage Range:
Related Material:

Maggie Wallace
Andrew Wallace

Peter Wallace

prairie settlement
agriculture

western Canada history
Manitoba history

rural development

Aninventory for the correspondence is available. A copy of it is on the
reference shelf in the reading room.

1997 accessions
1997 accessions

William R. Morrison fonds (MG 3 1.5)

Brandon Women's Musical Club fonds
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Part Of:

Description Level:
Accession Number:
GMD:

Date Range:
Physical Description:

History /
Biographical:

RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection
Collection

13-2002

textual records

1953-1965

10 cm

The Brandon Women's Musical Club was formed in 1945 by Miss Peggy Sharpe and Miss

Hilda Smith. Together with a group of women from around Brandon, they managed to form a
large club for, according to the club’s constitution, "the study of vocal and instrumental music,
literature and related arts and the encouragement of promising Junior Artists under eighteen
years of age." With these goals in mind, the club undertook to provide tuition for young music
students and contributed to the formation of the Brandon Women's Musical Choral Club. The
club held meetings during which club members listened to guest speakers and observed
performances by local musical and dance groups, as well as some national musical stars. The
group also sponsored performances of musicals, plays, and recitals, and held an annual
Christmas party.

Custodial History:

This fonds was accessioned by the McKee Archives in 2002. Previous custodial history is
unknown.

Scope and Content:

Fonds is composed predominantly of two scrapbooks, one of which covers the years 1953-
1960, the other the years 1960-1965. The scrapbooks contain newspaper clippings about the
Musical Club's meetings and performances. There is also a file containing miscellaneous
correspondence, the constitution and bylaws of the group, the club's membership lists from
1959-1964, and questionnaires about the Women's Musical Club.

Notes: CAIN No. 202589
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Subject Access: Peggy Sharpe
Hilda Smith
Lorne Watson
Eric Davies
Nona Mari
Isabelle Coghlin
Janine Theriault
Peggie Sampson
Howard Leyton-Brown
Norman Chapman
Peter Koslowsky
Nora Needham
Lucien Needham
Brandon Women's Musical Club
Brandon Women's Musical Choral Club
Baroque Trio of Montreal
Brandon College School of Music
Wilson Trio
City of Brandon
women'’s clubs
choral groups

musical clubs

scrapbooks
Storage Location: 2002 accessions
Storage Range: 2002 accessions
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Description Level: Collection
Accession Number: 10-2002
GMD: textual records
Date Range: 1932-1972

Physical Description: 20 cm
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History /

Biographical:
The Business and Professional Women's Club of Brandon was created in November 1932.
The club grew out of a meeting of business and professional women who were interested in
forming an association. Guest speakers at the meeting were Miss Hilda Hesson, the Vice
President of the Federation of Canadian Business and Professional Women's Clubs, and
Miss F. Ingram, the President of the Winnipeg Business and Professional Women's Club. The
objective of the Brandon club, according to its constitution, was the "promotion of educational,
service, and social facilities for the business and professional women." The club consisted of
active and associate members and belonged to the greater Canadian Federation of Business
and Professional Women's Club. The first President of the club was Miss Margaret Gemmell,
with approximately 80 women attended the club's first meeting. The club established sub-
committees on a variety of subjects including current events, sports, bridge instruction, public
speaking, dress making, photography, stitch craft, manual training, and physical culture. The
club also put on exhibitions, participated in drama festivals, held rummage sales and an annual
Christmas party. During the Second World War, it established a War Effort Department. This
department organized activities such as sewing and knitting in support of the war effort. The
War Effort Department also raised money for charities such as the Red Cross. During its
meetings, the club often heard local and national speakers or watched films. Women of many
different vocations joined the club including florists, teachers, salesclerks, nurses, and
housewives. Over the years, additional departments were added to the club including those
named poetry, pottery, woodcraft, and drama.

Custodial History:

This fonds was accessioned by the McKee Archives in 2002. Previous custodial history is
unknown.

Scope and Content:

Fonds contains three small scrapbooks, which cover the years 1932-1939, 1939-1949, and
1950-1959, respectively. The scrapbooks contain newpaper clippings from the Brandon Sun,
the Winnipeg Free Press, and the Flin Flon Daily Miner. The scrapbooks also contain
exhibition and meeting programs from the Brandon Club. Fonds also contains meeting
minutes for the years 1932-1972.

Notes: CAIN No. 202576
Subject Access: Miss Margaret Gemmel
Miss Marjorie McKenzie
Dr. Jane Turnbull
Miss Muriel Bowen
Miss Jessie Crawford
Mrs. Robert Darrach
Miss Margaret Clay
Hilda Hesson
Miss Jenny Gemmell
City of Brandon
Business and Professional Women's Club of Brandon
Canadian Federation of Business and Professional Women's Clubs
women's organizations
women's clubs

Manitoba women

scrapbooks
Storage Location: 2002 accessions
Storage Range: 2002 accessions

S. J. McKee Archives

p.4


http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22Miss+Margaret+Gemmel%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22Miss+Marjorie+McKenzie%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22Dr.+Jane+Turnbull%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22Miss+Muriel+Bowen%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22Miss+Jessie+Crawford%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22Mrs.+Robert+Darrach%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22Miss+Margaret+Clay%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22Hilda+Hesson%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22Miss+Jenny+Gemmell%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22City+of+Brandon%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22Business+and+Professional+Women%27s+Club+of+Brandon%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22Canadian+Federation+of+Business+and+Professional+Women%27s+Clubs%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22women%27s+organizations%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22women%27s+clubs%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22Manitoba+women%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22scrapbooks%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc

Related Material:

Brandon Business and Professional Women's Club (10-2002);
Minnedosa Business and Professional Women's Club (11-2002);
Neepawa Business and Professional Women's Club (12-2002); Trilliam
Business and Professional Women's Club (2-2006).
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