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History /
Biographical:

Robert (Bob) Troy Blair was born on March 11, 1930 in Brandon, MB. His first six years were
spent in Alexander, MB, where his father and uncle operated a grocery store. In 1936, his
family moved to Souris, MB, where his father ran a grocery store. Blair received his primary
and high school education, with the exception of Grade 12, in Souris.

Blair remembers his school years in Souris as mainly happy years. He was involved with both
piano and organ music lessons. he was never interested in physical sports with the exception
of golf. World War Il broke out in September of 1939. Souris became the site of #17 SFTS and
home base for the British Commonwealth Air Training Plan. Many of the service men came
from England, Australia and New Zealand. Blair's mother always entertained at least two for
dinner every Sunday. Rationing of sugar, tea and coffee, butter and meat became a way of life.
Blair had the job every Saturday of pasting the ration coupons into booklets. It was also when
he was in Grade 6, that Blair realized he was more attracted to boys than to girls. Perhaps it
was because so many attractive airmen surrounded him!

In November of 1947, the Blair family relocated to Alexander where Bob Blair finished his
Grade 11. This was not a good year due to bullying. In September of 1948, Blair moved to
Winnipeg to attend United College for his Grade 12. Upon completion of Grade 12, Blair
remained in Winnipeg until June 1950. he worked at a number of businesses - Gestetner,
Eaton's Mail Order shoe department, Maple Leaf Milling, and the drug store in the Medical Arts
Building. In September 1950, he entered Brandon College. Blair was very active in extra-
curricular affairs while at Brandon College; particularly drama. Following his B.A. he enrolled in
the Education Faculty, having decided to become a teacher.

Blair's teaching career spanned 34 years. All but one year was spent in the Brandon School
Division. On his first day of teaching in the Division he met the man with whom he would spend
the next 46 years. He was primarily a teacher of English and Music. A highlight of his career
was exchange teaching in Sacramento, California in 1961. Orientation for exchange took
place in August in Washington, D.C., where Blair had the opportunity to meet President J.F.
Kennedy. He vividly recals the morning that JFK was assassinated on November 22, 1963. In
September 1965, Blair assumed the principalship of Park School and in September of 1969,
the same position at George Fitton School where re remained until his retirement in 1989. He
was a member of the Brandon Picnipals' Association, the National Association of Elementary
School Principals, and servedas President of the Brandon Teachers' Association. Among his
major accomplishments during his time as principal were the introduction of a centralized
school library in both Park and George Fitton Schools and the integration of special needs
students into regular classroom situations wherever possible. He was made a Life Member of
the Manitoba Teachers' Society (Brandon) in June 1990. Following his retirement Blair worked
as a Library Automation Consultant (1989-1993).

Blair also had numerous community involvements during his time in Brandon. he was active in
the Brandon Little Theatre (Best Actor Award, Manitoba Drama Festival for One Act Plays in
1963), the Brandon Festival of the Arts, the Eckhardt-Gramatte National Music Competition,
and Arm Industries to name a few.

Following the death of his partnerin 2001, Blair moved to Saskatoon to live with a younger gay
couple. He has been active in volunteerism: as an Ambassador for the Saskatoon Airport
Authority, assistant with the Saskatoon Health Region's Immunization Clinics, information clerk
for the Festival of Trees, data entry clerk for the Saskatoon Music Festival, on the Board of the
Saskatoon Jazz Society, and Hospitality Coordinator for the Saskatoon Jazz Festival.

As of October 2013, Bob Blair continues to live in Saskatoon, SK.
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Custodial History:

Records were in Blair's possession until he donated them to the Mckee Archives on
Homecoming weekend October 2013.

Scope and Content:

Fonds consists of two scrapbooks containing 145 photographs and ephemera (play and
graduation programs, tickets, pins, newspaper clippings) documenting Bob Blair's days at
Brandon College. Social events and extra-curricular activities are heavily featured in the two

scrapbooks. Also included are graduation portraits for the Classes of 1951, 1952 and 1953.

Of the 145 photographs all are black and white except for two photos of the Class of '53
reconvocation (May 1993), and one from the Class of '53 reunion (2003).

Notes: History/Bio provided by Bob Blair (October 2013).

Name Access: Brandon College
Angus Jackson
Pat Magnacca
Freshie Week
Senior Stick
Lady Stick
Harvest Cabaret
Sigma Mu
Glee Club
Bob Blair
Jack Yeomans
Walter Dinsdale
Don Cronk
Bob McPherson
Lorne Watson
Marg Sanderson
Hazel Turnbull
Claudia Dickey
Gordon Bradley
Terry Prysiazniuk
Diane Lissaman
Joan Garnett
Doris Penstock
Dianne Macdonald
Ivey Graham
Joyce Pickard
Cathy Crawford
Roberta Wilkie
Marie Kullberg
Isabel Lyon
Shirley Pryce
J.RC. Evans
Marjorie Kyles
Jo Thordarson

Ross George
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Edward Perry
Emest Birkinshaw
Barney Thordarson
Fall Formal
Variety Night
Installation Night
Paul McKinnon
The Saga of Brandon
Bill White

Ron Bell

Jerry Jerret

Rosa Ziolkowski
Murray Smith
Class of 1951
Harold Moffat

Bill Sutherland
Murray Coulthard
Frank Adamski
John McLean
Jack Medd

Jack Muir

Bill Fraser

Ken Morrison
Clifford Kitson
Ray Brown

Mike Doig

Ernie Shaw

Jack Scott
Doreen Dennison
Lois Kennedy
Lorna Prokaska
Ferne Henderson
Doreen Fedoruk
Marg Leckie
Freshie Parade
Helen Batho

Fred Calverly
Jim Crawford
Verda Peden
Olga Evasko
Betty Finch

Fred Schwarok
Jim Struthers
Muriel Bedford

John Brown
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Freshie Royalty
Booster Night
Mary Jane Sexton
Marilyn Rust
Mildred McMurray
Mary-Jane MacLachlan
George Leask
George Jakubowski
Jack Purvis

My Sister Eileen
Edith Laycock
Ivey Robbins

Ken Campbell
Mac Andrews
Marion Simmons
Arnold Minish
Madeline Irving
Ernie Criddle

Don Dillistone
Gordon Hunter
Cathy Nelson

Jim Kelleher
Anne Kelleher
Neil McKellar
Ron Doupe

Bruce Watson
Neil MacKay
Peter Prokaska
Roger Ramsden
Bill Bridgett
Graham Hunt
John Muirhead
David Brodie
Murray MacDonald
Dr. Kidd

Cam Finlay

Blair MacRae
Donna McPhail
Louise Hoey
Agnes Nicholson
Jean Allan

Joan Urie

Royce Richardson
Don Rousell

Bill Black
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Ken McNeeley
Rosalie Prokopchuk
Jean Morrison

Jacice Forrest

Fuzz Fedoruk

Brian Davison

Joan MacLachlan
First International Relations Club Conference
Minot Teachers' College
International Peace Gardens
Bruce Mcllroy

Jean Shingfield
Campaign Week
Sigma Mu Dance
Arnold Wawruch

Jack Meyers

Jack Hilton

Bev Francis

Bert Gogol

Dick McDonald

Frank McKinnon
Stuart Craig

John Blackwood
Norman Hedison

Bob Hilton

John Minions

Kay Oliver

Mary Jane MacLachlan
Ben Ward

Ken Gunning

Trevor McNeely

Hilton Stewart

Jerry Graham

Bette Mitchell

Joan Curlock

Faye Myers

Jean Hannah

Mary Babuick

Mr. College Spirit
John Augustus McGee
Don Dillstone

Flora Johnson

Del Gusdal

Color Night

Don Burrows
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RG 1 Brandon College fonds
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1

textual records

1899-1967

78.5¢cm

The “Act to Incorporate Brandon College” was assented to on June 1, 1900 and specified that
the Board of Directors would consist of 21 members. The Board was to control all financial
matters of the College, though all decisions had to meet the approval of the Baptist

Convention.

The first officers of the Board were a Chairman, a Treasurer and a Secretary. The minutes also
refer to a “President,” separate from the Principal, but does not define the President’s duties.
The Principal was a member ex-officio of the Board. The first duty of the Board was to create
an executive consisting of all Brandon members of the Board. The main function of the
executive was the operation of the College and transaction of all business arising between

Board meetings.

In pursuit of a separate university charter, the Board reorganized its affairs in 1910, appointing
an investment committee, a Bursar and a Registrar. The Principal was renamed “President,”
and was appointed Chairman of the Executive. The university charter was denied, leading the
Board to seek affiliation with McMaster University. The Board of Directors during this time was
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forced to take a more active role in directing college affairs. In November 1910, the Board
moved: ...that the officers of the Board be authorized to make such application for such
amendments to the Charter as seem necessary and advisable.

This decision led the Board to draw up the Act to Amend An Act to Incorporate Brandon
College which, by 1915, granted the Board authority over all College affairs, following the
stated direction of the Baptist Convention.

On May 5, 1916 a nominating committee was struck to name the persons and mandate of all
new committees.

During the existence of the Board prior to 1967 the following committees were created:

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

In 1918, the Board defined the functions of the Executive Committee as:

The Board of Brandon College shall at its organization meeting each year appoint from among
its members an Executive of not less than seven in number. The Executive shall be responsible
to the Board and shall exercise all the powers usually incidental to an Executive other than
those delegated to the Finance Committee and Endowment Fund Committee, which two
Committees shall also be responsible to the Board direct.

FINANCE COMMITTEE, 1918-1926

The Finance Committee was to consist of no fewer than seven members which:

...shall be responsible to the Board and shall under the Board have the general oversight and
control of the financial policy of the College insofar as the raising of funds is concerned. The
Finance Committee shall not have the power to make any expenditures except such as it may
deem necessary to incur in connection with its efforts in raising funds. The Finance Committee
shall report to the Board of the College at each meeting of the Board and for the purpose of
keeping the Executive in close touch with its activities and of enabling the two committees to
work in closest cooperation shall transmit to the Executive a copy of the minutes of each of its
meetings to be read at the regular meetings of the Executive and shall give account of the
progress made by the Finance Committee and generally of its plans for the future. Members of
the Finance Committee shall not all necessarily be members of the Board.

ENDOWMENT FUND COMMITTEE, 1918-1926

The Endowment Fund Committee was created by the following resolution:

The Board of Brandon College shall at its Organization Meeting each year appoint an
Endowment Fund Committee which shall under the Board manage the Endowment Fund and
direct the re-investment of its principal. The Endowment Fund Committee shall consist of not

less than three members who shall not all necessarily be members of the Board.

The creation of the latter two committees was significant because it was the first time that
Brandon citizens, not necessarily Baptists, were brought into the administration.

HOUSE AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE, 1923-1926
NEW INSTRUCTORS COMMITTEE, 1923-1936
ADVERTISING COMMITTEE, 1923-1936

RIISINFSS ADMINISTRATION AND EFNDOWMENT COMMITTFF 192R-193A
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TEACHERS COMMITTEE, 1929-1936

GENERAL PUBLICITY COMMITTEE, 1930-1936

By 1936, however, all Committees were abandoned as Brandon College struggled for its
financial survival. After the Baptist Convention withdrew all of its support in 1938, a Provisional
Board was established through the Brandon Board of Trade to negotiate with the government
for the transfer of Brandon College to the Government of Manitoba. The provisional board
succeeded in gathering the needed support for government intervention, and resurrected the
College under “An Act to Incorporate Brandon College Incorporated.”

The new Board of Directors was appointed October 11, 1939 during a general shareholders
meeting. The officers of the Board were a Chairman, a Secretary and a Treasurer. There were
also six new standing committees appointed, with mandates listed under clause 16 of by-law
1:

FINANCE COMMITTEE, 1939-1967
... whose duty it shall be to oversee the finances of the Corporation and make

recommendations to the Board as to investments of Monies received for endowment or
scholarship purposes, and to prepare and submit the annual budget.

PROPERTY COMMITTEE, 1939-1967

... who shall have general supervision of the real and personal property of the Corporation.

ENROLLMENT COMMITTEE, 1939-1967

... whose duty shall be to obtain a student body for the College, to co-operate with the
President and Faculty for such purpose and report to the Board as may be required from time
to time.

FACULTY COMMITTEE, 1939-1967

... whose duty shall be to make preliminary arrangements for the engagement of teachers and
who shall make recommendations to the Board for consideration in the engagement of such
teachers.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE, 1939-1967

... whose duty shall be to maintain the membership of the Corporation and see that proper
records of the same are maintained.

ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE, 1939-1967

... whose duty shall be to obtain endowments for the future operation of the College and to
obtain gifts for scholarship purposes.

In 1942 the Public Relations and Progress Committee was established and a Public Relations
Officer was hired. A Consultant Committee was appointed in 1948 with the sole purpose of
overseeing the transfer of McKenzie Seeds to the provincial government for financial support
through the McKenzie Foundation.
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Scope and Content:

Series consists mainly of minutes of meetings and correspondence between various Board
members and the College. It is a very detailed and descriptive compilation of the decision-
making processes at a higher education institution. There are copies of minutes from the
Executive Committee in amongst the general Board Minutes. Series also contains a copy of
an appraisment of Brandon College Inc. by the General Appraisal Company Ltd. (Vancouver)
completed in 1957.

Storage Location: RG 1 Brandon College fonds
Series 1: Board of Directors

Arrangement:

Series has been divided into one sub-series: (1) Minutes of General Board Meetings.

MG 1 Brandon College teaching and administration
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4295

Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds
Description Level: Series

Series Number: MG 1

GMD: multiple media

History /

Biographical:

This is an artifically created series.
Custodial History:

See invidivual sub-series for custodial history.
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Scope and Content:

Series contains private papers from various professors and administrators at Brandon
College.

It has been divided into the following sub-series:

MG 1 1.1 Rev. Dr. Samuel James McKee

MG 1 1.2 Rev. Dr. Franklin W. Sweet

MG 1 1.3 Mrs. Olive Wilkins

MG 1 1.4 Thomas Russell Wilkins

MG 1 1.5 Esther Magdalene Moore

MG 1 1.6 Thomas Hector McLeod

MG 1 1.7 Albert Edward McKenzie

MG 1 1.8 Evan McDonald Whidden

MG 1 1.9 Sarah Persis Darrach

MG 1 1.10 J.R.C. Evans

MG 1 1.11 Martin Johns

MG 1 1.12 Wilfred McCutcheon

Name Access: S.J. McKee
Franklin Sweet
Olive Wilkins
Thomas Wilkins
Esther Moore
Tommy McLeod
A.E. McKenzie
Evan Whidden
Martin Johns

Storage Location: RG 1 Brandon College fonds
MG 1 Brandon College Teaching and Administration
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