
S. J. McKee Archives

Wilfred Whyte McCutcheon university teacher-training course
diploma
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions8882

Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds

Description Level: Item

Series Number: MG 1 1.12

Item Number: 6

Accession Number: 12-2008

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1946

Physical Description: 28 x 43.5 cm

Physical Condition: Good

History /
Biographical:

See sub-series level description for MG 1 1.12 Wilfred Whyte McCutcheon fonds for
biographical information.

Custodial History:

See sub-series level description for MG 1 1.12 Wilfred Whyte McCutcheon fonds for custodial
history.

Scope and Content:

Item is McCutcheon's University Teacher-Training Course Diploma (High School Rank) from
Acadia University.

Storage Location: MG 1 oversize storage drawer
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Canadian Officers Training Corps (C.O.T.C.)
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions8953

Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds

Creator: Photographer: Jerrett's

Description Level: Item

Series Number: MG 1 1.11

Item Number: 8-2009.1

Accession Number: 8-2009

GMD: graphic

Date Range: 1942

Physical Description: 5" x 8" (b/w)

History /
Biographical:

See RG 1 Brandon College fonds, Sereis 11: Brandon College military training programs for
history/bio information for the Canadian Officers Training Corps at Brandon College.

Custodial History:

See MG 1 Brandon College Teaching and Administration, 1.11 Martin Johns fonds for
custodial history.

Scope and Content:

Photograph of the members of the Brandon College Canadian Officers Training Corps
(C.O.T.C.) during World War II. J.R.C. Evans is seated in the middle of the second row. Henry
Stewart Perdue is seated to his right.

Notes: "With best wishes, J.R. Evans" is written on the back of the photograph.

Subject Access: Second World War

C.O.T.C.

Storage Location: Photographs: RG 5 photograph storage drawer

Images

Ruth and Archie MacLachlan fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions10093

Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: MG 2 2.33

Accession Number: 23-2009
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GMD: multiple media

Date Range: 1930-1934

Physical Description: 27 cm textual records

13 b/w photographs

Physical Condition: Very good. Some of the letters written in pencil are a little faded.

History /
Biographical:

Ruth Alverda Wade was born born July 11, 1912 in Brandon, MB to James and Etta Alverda.
She had two younger siblings: sister Gwen and brother Sherry. The Wade family resided at
1837 Princess Avenue, Brandon, MB. Ruth graduated from Brandon College with the Class of
1933.

During her time at Brandon College Ruth met Archie MacLachlan. Archibald James
MacLachlan was born in Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan in 1907. He had four brothers: Howard,
Edgar, Bruce, Curly and Stirling. When Archie was quite young the MacLachlan family moved
to Alberta. Archie came to Brandon c. 1930 to attend Brandon College. During the summers of
his years at Brandon College Archie held pastoral charges in Alberta. The first two summers
were spent in the Peace River Country and the second two in Etzikom in Southern Alberta.
This is the period during which the letters in the fonds were written.

Ruth Wade married Archie MacLachlan on September 19, 1934 in Brandon, MB. Following
the wedding the couple moved to Hamilton, ON. Archie graduated from McMaster University
with his Bachelor of Divinity degree in 1937. During this period their daughter Joann Ruth was
born. After his ordination as a Baptist Minister the family moved to North Bay where Archie
was minister for four years. The next six years were spent in Vancouver as Archie worked as
minister at Fairview Baptist Church in Vancouver. The couple's sons Archibald James and
Lachlan Wade were also born during this period.

At the end of the Second World War Archie decided to go back to school. The family travelled
to Brandon, where Ruth and the children remained for part of a year while Archie went ahead
to Andover Newton to enroll and find a parish that would support him while he went to school.
The family was reunited in Penacook, New Hampshire; they lived there for two years while
Archie completed his Masters in Sacred Theology. After a brief additional period of study at
Harvard University, the MacLachlan family returned to Canada, settling in Toronto while Archie
finished his second Masters degree (Psychology) and held positions as interim minister and
then assistant minister at York Minster Church. Following the two years in Toronto they moved
to Winnipeg.

Eventually Archie left the church ministry and became Chaplain at the Hamilton Psychiatric
Hospital. He also continuted to train students in Pastoral Education through the courses he had
begun at the Divinity College of McMaster University. He remained at the Hospital until his
retirement.

During their married life Ruth was kept busy raising the couple's children and with her work as
a minister's wife, particularly her work in the community. She sat on a number of community
boards, including positions as President of the Baptist Convention of Ontario and Quebec and
a member of the Board of Governors for McMaster University's Divinity School.

Ruth MacLachlan died on October 29, 1983 in Missassauga, ON.

Archie married Kathleen Marie (Green) French (b. January 22, 1908, d. June 1, 1998) on June
20, 1987. Archie MacLachlan died in December 1997.
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Custodial History:

Records were in the possession of Ruth and Archie MacLachlan until their deaths. At that time
the records were inherited by their daughter Joann. Joann MacLachlan donated the records to
the McKee Archives on October 24, 2009 at a donation event held as part of Homecoming
2009.

Scope and Content:

Fonds consists of approximately 197 letters written by Ruth and Archie to each other during the
spring and summers of 1932, 1933 and 1934. The letters were written during the courtship of
the couple and contain details not only on about their lives in Brandon and Alberta but also
more personal information about their relationship, families and future plans. Because Ruth
and Archie were students at Brandon College during this period the letters also often reflect on
events and personalities related to the College, as well as their own personal studies.

Fonds also contains a scrapbook compiled by Ruth during her Brandon College years. It
includes photographs, newspaper clippings, graduation cards, event programs, place cards
and other ephemera. There are also a few miscellaneous documents - McMaster University
examination papers, handwritten sheet music, postcards - that appear to have belonged to
Archie. Fonds also contains a graduation photograph of Ruth.

Notes: Description by Christy Henry. History/Bio information taken from Joann
MacLachlan's book Ruth and Archie: Brandon and Brandon College
1932-1934.

Name Access: Ruth Wade

Ruth MacLachlan

Archie MacLachlan

Addrene Edwards

Dorreene McGuinness

Brandon

Brandon College

Trochu, Alberta

Etzikom, Alberta

First Baptist Church
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Subject Access: land vehicles

Christianity

city life

rural life

convocations

Correspondence

crime

post-secondary education

mountains

pastoral activities

postal service

parsons

religious officials

Radio Broadcasts

tennis

rail transportation

weather

social events

music

clothing

theology

hobbies

liberal arts

horses

road transportation

travels

touring

depression era

Language Note: Some of the letters contain German phrases.

Storage Location: Textual records: 23-2009

Photographs: RG 5 photograph storage drawer

Related Material: Ruth and Archie's daughter Joann edited the letters into a book entitled
Ruth and Archie: Brandon and Brandon College 1932-1934. A copy of
the book is located in the Rare Book collection of the John E. Robbins
Library, Brandon University.

William Ridley Sheridan Wade collection (28-2007)

Arrangement:

The letters are arranged in chronological order with all of Archie's letters to Ruth for a particular
year grouped together, followed by Ruth's letters to Archie for that same year. For preservation
purposes photographs in the scrapbook have been removed and placed in photograph
storage, with their corresponding scrapbook page number noted on the back. Because of the
fragile condition of the scrapbook a note has been made concerning the original location of
many items that have become detached from their original location in the scrapbook. These
items remain with the remnants of the scrapbook in one archival housing. Note that Ruth did
not place items on every page so the numbering is not sequential for scrapbook items. Some
items were loose at the back of the scrapbook and therefore have no corresponding page
number.
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BC 11: Brandon College military training programs
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4278

Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds

Description Level: Series

Series Number: 11

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1915-1960

Physical Description: 45 cm

History /
Biographical:

In 1914 World War I broke out in Europe. As soon as Britain became involved in the war,
Canada, as part of the British Empire, was involved. As soon as Canada became involved in
the war, Brandon College became involved. In keeping with the patriotism of the time, Brandon
College organized a Canadian Officers Training Corps in 1915. It was soon a common sight to
see students drilling several times a week in every type of weather. Often the women of the
college would offer food and drink after the more grueling experiences. In 1916, a Brandon
College platoon was organized under J.R.C. Evans. When he was declared medically unfit to
go overseas, the command went to Lieutenant William Carey McKee. Carey was the son of
S.J. McKee. He had graduated from Brandon College in 1914, and secured his M.A. in 1915.
The Brandon College platoon joined up with the Western Universities Battalion, the 196th. The
men went overseas in 1916, most remained there until after the war. Sadly, their admired
leader, Carey McKee, was killed on August 26th, 1918 at Arras, just months before the end of
the war.

Over thirty other Brandon College men failed to return home from the war. Remaining students
immediately began planning for a memorial gymnasium to honour their fallen friends. They
eventually raised over $20 000 towards the gym, but the money was given as a gift to the
administration during the late 1920’s and early 1930’s when the College was in dire need of
money. Although the Students’ Memorial Gymnasium Fund went on for several years, due to
lack of money and rising building costs, the memorial gymnasium was never built.

The C.O.T.C. remained on the campus, but it was not as integral a part of daily routine until the
late 1930s. Once again, hostilities broke out in Europe. This time, however, Canada did not
automatically become involved in the war when Britain did. In an attempt to show the world its
independence, Canada waited five days before officaially declaring war. By 1940, the
C.O.T.C. was in full swing again. As well, part of Brandon College was given to the Royal
Canadian Air Force for use as classrooms and accomodations.

After the cessation of World War II, the C.O.T.C. remained on campus. The S.J. McKee
Archives has records of the organization up until 1960. The 1951 Brandon College Calendar
decribes the University of Manitoba contingent of the C.O.T.C., so at some point the two
organizations were amalgamated. The 1954 Brandon College Calendar decribes the R.C.A.F.
(Reserve) University of Manitoba Squadron that students can apply for. Finally, the 1957
Brandon College Calendar contains a description on the Regular Officers Training Plan, which
students could apply for. All of these programs were still in effect when the College was
granted its University Charter in 1967.
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Scope and Content:

The first member of Brandon College to join up was a professor, Philippe Louys. He happened
to be visiting his father in France when hostilities broke out. He joined the French Army, and
was almost immediately taken prisoner. For several years he tried to escape, finally being
successful on his fourth try. Louys immediately began retraining in the French Army, but as
soon as he was ready to fight again, the war ended. Philippe Louys’ story is not uncommon in
the history of Brandon College. The professors and students felt it was their duty to join the
ranks and fight along with the rest of the British Empire. Most of them left the halls of the
College, and many never returned.

The records consist mainly of correspondence having to do with the Canadian Officers
Training Corps. There are also letters refering to Brandon College students who served in the
World Wars. As well, there are lists of Unit Orders and Syllabii for the instructors of the
C.O.T.C. There are also files regarding the War Maintenance Fund from 1918 and 1919.
These records are a good source of material for studying how Brandon College viewed the
outbreak of hostilities in Europe, and how the College responded to the crisis. Also, they show
how attitudes changed about war and the college’s role in it from the period of 1915 to 1960.
The Presidents’ files also have information on the role the military played at Brandon College.
Finally, the series contains attestation and application for military training forms (1941-1943).

Storage Location: RG 1 Brandon College fonds
Series 11: Brandon College Military Training Programs
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