
S. J. McKee Archives

MPE A 60 St. Jean
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions8318

Part Of: RG 4 Manitoba Pool Elevator fonds

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: MPE A

Item Number: 60

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1951-82

Physical Description: 19.5 cm

Scope and Content:

St. Jean Co-operative Elevator Association Limited Organizational papers: 1961 Directors'
Rsolution, 18 October 1961 Minutes of Executive Board meetings, volume 1, 31 May 1951 -
volume 7, 11 February 1982 Minutes of Shareholders Annual meetings, 1958 - 1962 (12
reports)??? Financial records and statistics Auditors report, 31 July 1962 Correspondence,
1963 - 1968 Miscellaneous Directors Attendance list, 1962 - 1968 (3 reports) Directors
reports, 1960 - 1963 (4 reports) Two pads of notes Corporate Name: Rural Municipality of
Montcalm



John Mallea fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions3994

Part Of: RG 6 Brandon University fonds

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: MG 3 1.2

Accession Number: 12-2003, 18-2007

GMD: multiple media

Date Range: 1979-1999, 2006-2007 (predominant 1985-1989)

Physical Description: 15 cm textual records; 48 photographs; 10 medals; 1 plaque

Physical Condition: Good

History /
Biographical:

See RG 6, series 3, sub sub series 3.1.5 (Office of the President - President's files - John
Mallea) for biographical information on John Mallea.

Custodial History:

Accession 12-2003 was donated to the McKee Archives by John Mallea on March 15, 2003.
The materials in accession 18-2007 were donated to the Archives by Mallea in August 2003
and in 2006. Materials in accession 5-2010 were sent to Charlotte Magee, President's Office,
who transferred them to the Archives on December 19, 2007.
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Scope and Content:

Fonds consists of a number of accessions.

Accession 12-2003 includes 1 b/w photograph; ca. 40 parchments, many commemorating Dr.
Mallea's installation as President of Brandon University in 1985; three books written by, edited
by or containing work by Dr. Mallea; five article length publications by Dr. Mallea; one file of
press clippings ca. 1985-1986, dealing with Brandon University matters; one file of
Presidential correspondence dealing with planning and priorities ca. 1986-1989; one
scrapbook from the Chinese University of Hong Kong as a memento for Dr. Mallea on the
occasion of a lecture given by him at that institution in 1999.

Accession 18-2007 includes an external review of technical universities in Mexico; several
participation certificates; ten medals; a photograph album (30 4 x 6 color photos) of the
International Evaluation Team for Technological University System of Mexico 1996; one
photograph (7.75 x 5" color) of the 1996 Distinguished Education Award Recipients - The
Ontario Institute for Studies in Education, University of Toronto.

Medals include: (1) The Pre-Congres Conference of the Fourth World Congress; (2) Tor
Vergata; (3) Beiging Normal University China; (4) Xian Jiaotong University; (5) The People's
University of China; (6) Universidad Autonoma de Guadalajara; (7) Universiti Kebangsaan
Malaysia; (8) Bessenyei Gyorgy Tanarkepzo Foiskola; (9) Universitas Helsingiensis; and (10)
Universidad Technologica de Nezahualcoyotl. The majority of the medals are in their original
boxes.

Accession 5-2010 Consists of a copy of Mallea's curriculum vitae, three certificates from La
Asociacion Mexicana Para la Educacion Internacional otorga el presente and a copy of Las
Universidades Tecnologicas Mexicanas - Un modelo eficaz, una inversion publica exitosa, un
sistema a fortalecar.

Name Access: John Mallea

Brandon University

Chinese University of Hong Kong

Subject Access: president

Language Note: Some materials are in Spanish. Others are in Chinese

Storage Location: MG 3 Brandon University Teaching and Administration
1.2 John Mallea

Related Material: Additional material relating to Dr. John Mallea are located in RG 9, series
3, sub sub series 3.1.5 (President's Office - President's files - John
Mallea).
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John Welsted fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4050

Part Of: RG 6 Brandon University fonds

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: MG 3 1.7

Accession Number: 21-2003, 04-2007

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1965-2001

Physical Description: 21 pages of textual records; approximately 4500 slides

Physical Condition: Excellent

History /
Biographical:

John Welsted was born in Norwich, England on December 6, 1935. In 1958, he received his
B.Sc. from the University of Bristol. He obtained his M.Sc. from McGill University in 1960, and
his post-graduate certificate in Eduction from the University of Bristol in 1961. He completed
his Ph.D. at the University of Bristol in 1971.

In the early 1960s, Welsted taught at high schools in Midenhead, England and in Oromocto,
New Brunswick. In 1964-1965, he was an Instructor in the Geography Department at the
University of Bristol, and in the summers of 1965-1967, he completed fieldwork in New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia. Welsted joined the faculty of Brandon College/University in 1965,
as a member of the Geography Department. There he taught courses and served as Acting
Head in 1968. John Welsted retired from Brandon University in 1997.

With his wife June, Welsted had two children: Alison and Ian. He later married Kathleen
Georgison and became stepfather to Kjirsten, Paul, Peter and Hayley. John Welsted died in
Victoria, BC on September 21, 2009.

Custodial History:

The document was donated to the Archives on November 5, 2001 by Dr. John Welsted of the
Geography Department. The slides were donated by Welsted in August 2006.

Scope and Content:

Fonds consists of a paper, 21 pages in length, titled "Geography at Brandon University: 1962-
2001."

It also contains human and physical geography slides of Manitoba and areas other than
Manitoba. The slides were created by John Welsted as visual aids for use in his teaching and
for use in publications by himself and the Geography Department. They constitute a unique
record of the geography of southwestern Manitoba in the later half of the twentieth century.

Notes: All commercially produced slides were culled. An inventory by subject and
by box is available.

Subject Access: geography, slides

Storage Location: MG 3 Brandon University Teaching and Administration
1.7 John Welsted

Arrangement:

Welsted organized the slides topically and we have adhered to his original order in the
arrangement of the slides in our arrangement.
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John E. Robbins
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4244

Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: 2.6

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1960-1967

History /
Biographical:

Dr. John Everett Robbins was born 9 October 1903 in Hampton, Ontario the son of John and
Gertrude (Brown) Robbins. He married Catherine St. Denis on 11 June 1934 in Ogdens, New
York. John Robbins was raised in Darlingford, Manitoba. He attended the University of
Manitoba graduating with a B.A. Hon 1928 and M.A.in 1929. Dr. Robbins completed a Ph.D at
the University of Ottawa in 1935. From 1936-1951 he was Director of the Education Division,
Dominion Bureau of Statistics.

Dr. Robbins helped to found the Canadian Association for Adult Education, the Social Science
Research Council of Canada, the Humanities Research Council of Canada, the United
Nations Association in Canada, and the Canadian Citizenship Council. In 1942 he became a
member of the Board of Directors of Carlton University. Dr. Robbins was active in UNESCO
work: he was a member of Canadian Government delegations to foreign conferences, and, in
1951-52, he spent a year as Director of an educational project for Palestinian Refugees in the
Middle East.

In 1960, while editor-in-chief of the newly compiled “Encyclopedia Canadiana,” Dr. Robbins
was asked to become President of Brandon College. From 1960 to 1967, he oversaw
construction of the Arts and Library Building and Lecture Theatre, a Men's Residence, a Dining
Hall, a Heating Plant, a Ladies’ Residence, a Music Building, a Physical Education Building
and an Education Building. After the university charter was granted in 1967, Dr. Robbins was
installed as the first President of Brandon University.

After his retirement from Brandon University Dr. Robbins was appointed Canadian
Ambassador to the Vatican 1970-73. In the years after his departure from Brandon, he held
many positions including President of World Federalists of Canada 1977-79 and President of
the Canadian Writers Foundation
1976-78. Dr. Robbins served as Executive Chairman and Treasurer of Amnesty International
in Canada 1973-75.

He was the recipient of an honorary LLD from the University of Manitoba (1967), Carleton
University ( 1969) and Brandon University (1974). In 1994, the title President Emeritus of
Brandon University was conferred on John Robbins by the Board of Governors of the
University. Dr. Robbins died in 1995, at the age of 91.

Scope and Content:

Dr. Robbins' administrative records are located in the Brandon University fonds.

Notes: Dr. John E. Robbins archival papers are held at the Library and Archives
Canada.

Name Access: John E. Robbins

Storage Location: RG 1 Brandon College fonds
Series 2: Office of the Principal/President

Related Material: See RG 6, series 3 (Office of the President) for additonal records
regarding John E. Robbins.
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John Everitt collection
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4899

Part Of: RG 6 Brandon University fonds

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: MG 3 1.16

Physical Description: approximately 8 m

History /
Biographical:

John Cater Everitt was born on March 7, 1946 in Epping, Essex, England. He obtained his
B.A. (Honours) from the University of Leicester in 1967, his M.A. from Simon Fraser University
in 1969 and his Ph.D. from the University of California in 1972. All of his degrees are in
Geography.

For 1972-1973, Everitt was an Instructor in Geography at Illinois State University. In 1973, he
came to Brandon University, where he was employed in the Geography Department until his
retirement in January 2008. During his time at BU, Everitt was President of the Brandon
University Faculty Association (1981-1982), served as chair of the Geography Department
from 1982-1992, and was a member of the Advisory Committee to Foster Internationalisation
of Brandon University (1994-1995). Since 1986, he has also been a consultant for the
WESTARC Group Inc. in Brandon, Manibota.

Everitt married Donna Shimamura, with whom he has a daughter.

Custodial History:

Everitt transfered the records to the McKee Archives in the spring and summer of 2007.

Scope and Content:

The records in the collection have not been processed as of yet.

Storage Location: RG 6 Brandon University fonds
MG 3 Brandon University Teaching and Administration
1.16 John Everitt



John Langston Tyman fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions3995

Part Of: RG 6 Brandon University fonds

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: MG 3 1.3

Accession Number: 70-1997 & 9-2001

GMD: multiple media

Date Range: 1875-1931

Physical Description: 3 m textual records; 100 photographs and drawings; 19 books and
pamphlets
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History /
Biographical:

John Tyman was born in Kent County, England. After briefly serving with the British Army,
Tyman attended the University of Oxford. He came to Canada first in the summer of 1957 to
work for a short time, before returning to England in the fall. In 1959, he returned to study at
McGill University, and obtained an M.A. in 1961. In 1962, he moved to Brandon to establish a
Geography department at Brandon College. Tyman served as a professor and, for a short
time, as Dean of Science during his time at Brandon University. In 1970, he obtained a Ph.D.
from the Oxford University. In 1976, Tyman left Brandon University and moved to Australia. In
Australia he taught at Mount Gravatt College in Brisbane until his retirement in 1994. As of
January 2006, John Tyman continues to reside in Australia.

Custodial History:

The Tyman fonds remained in the possession of the Geography Department at Brandon
University following Dr. Tyman's departure to Australia in 1976. With Dr. Tyman's approval the
records were transferred to the McKee Archives in May 2001.

Scope and Content:

This fonds contains a copy of "By Section, Township & Range: Studies in Prairie Settlement,"
by John Langston Tyman. This publication was based on Tyman's doctoral thesis, which is
also included in the fonds. His doctoral thesis was completed in 1970 and titled, "The
Disposition of Farm Lands in Western Manitoba, 1870 - 1930: Studies in Prairie Settlement."

Fonds also includes extensive research materials compiled by Dr. Tyman on prairie
settlement. They include: copies of the Annual Report of the Department of the Interior;
documents relating to C.P.R. land sales (c.1870-1900); personal accounts and local histories
of municipalities in southern Manitoba such as Shoal Lake, Justice, and local C.P.R. lines; the
Canadian Homestead Settlement Co.; The Free Land Homestead Co,; the Canadian
Northwest Lands Co.; the N.W.H.B., C.N.R., Lake Manitoba Railway & Canal Co.; land grants
given to Veterans; Wellams and Dominion Steamship Co.; maps of southern Manitoba RM's;
Sowden and Co. (a land settlement company); correspondance to a Rev. L.O. Armstrong in
Emerson (c. 1885); legislation; agricultural progress; history of school lands; correspondance
to and from J. Tyman (c.1960); the settlement of Icelandic, Hungarian, and Scandinavian
immigrants; a plethora of maps both relating to prairie settlement and to world geography; a
manuscript by William Pearce (1925); a transcript titled "Patterns of Settlement"; 5 rolls of
microfilm containing maps and copies of some publications acquired by Dr. Tyman; a number
of books and c.1900 publications to do with prairie settlement; maps by township and range of
the prairies; 100 photos and drawings all c.1880 to 1900; extensive township summaries; and
extensive land disposal records as recorded by the Lands Department, including the names of
settlers.

Notes: Fonds level description written by Mike White (2001).

Name Access: John Tyman

William Pearce

Reverend L.O. Armstrong

Hudson's Bay Company

Canadian Homestead Settlement Co

C.N.R

C.P.R

Subject Access: Prairies

land settlement

pioneer

land disposal
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Location Original: Many documents in this collection were copied from originals at the
Glenbow-Alberta Institute, Calgary, Alberta, Library and Archives
Canada, the Archives of Manitoba, land titles and corporate offices.

Storage Location: MG 3 Brandon University Teaching and Administration
1.3 John Langston Tyman

John Robert Charles Evans
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4243

Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: 2.5

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1928-1959

Physical Description: 6.42 m

History /
Biographical:

Dr. Evans was born in Nanaimo, B.C. on March 15, 1891. In the fall of 1907, at the age of
sixteen, Dr. Evans entered the Academic Department of Brandon College. He played an
integral part at the College, participating in academics, sports, and various other college
functions and organizations. In his final year he was Senior Stick, the highest position in the
Student Government. In 1913, Dr. Evans graduated from Brandon College. Immediately after
graduation he was hired to teach Science and Academic Mathematics. In 1917, he became
Principal of the Academic Department, while continuing to teach Mathematics and Science.
Dr. Evans took leave in 1920 to study post graduate work at the University of Chicago. During
the summers, he was the Acting Dean of the Department of Geology in Chicago. He received
his Ph.D. in Geology in 1923, and returned to Brandon College. His new positions at the
college were of Professor of Geology and Resident Master. He also taught some Chemistry.

On August 1, 1927, Dr. Evans married Adelene M. Bailey (Class of 1921, Music 1924) at the
Joseph Bond Chapel in Chicago. He took over as College Dean in 1928 after the position
became vacant. In September of 1928, Dr. Evans accepted the position of President of
Brandon College, thus becoming its fifth president since the college’s inception. Dr. Evans
was head of the college at a very difficult time. He guided the College through the Depression
and repeated threats of closure from the Baptists. Dr. Evans resurrected the Department of
Theology in the mid-1930’s. He helped with the reorganization of Brandon College as a non-
denominational college in 1938, and its new affiliation with the University of Manitoba. During
World War II, Dr. Evans started a War Emergency Fund, aimed at keeping the College from
sinking into debt during the war years as enrollment shrank. With increased financial support
from the government, Dr. Evans began expansion plans for the College. In 1958, he created
the Dr. J.R.C. Evans Student Loan Fund in conjunction with the Alumni Association in order to
provide worthy students with interest-free loans. It was also in 1958 that Dr. Evans was
awarded the Queen Elizabeth Coronation Medal for his outstanding contribution to education
in the British Commonwealth.

On July 29, 1959, Dr. Evans died suddenly at his summer home in Robson, B.C.. On his desk
was the programme for the sod-turning ceremony for the new Arts and Library Building and
Lecture Theatre. When it was completed, the Lecture Theatre was christened the Dr. J.R.C.
Evans Lecture Theatre on behalf of the man who had made sure that it would be built. The
Theatre had been his dream, a place to hold Chapel and Assemblies, as the student body
grew in number.
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Scope and Content:

Dr. Evans collection is quite substantial, owing to the fact that he was President of Brandon
College for thirty one years. His collection is primarily made up of correspondence between
Dr. Evans and various people. The letters deal with students, teachers, finances, fundraising,
the Bursar, the Registrar, and legal matters. The collection also includes the minutes from
various meetings, including Board of Director meetings and National Conference on Canadian
Universities. There are accounts dealing with World War II, its affect on campus, the C.O.T.C,
and the lending of part of Brandon College to the R.C.A.F. during the war. The complete
withdrawal of Baptist support for Brandon College is well documented in this collection, as is
the ensuing affiliation of the College with the University of Manitoba. The Brandon College
Campaign and other fundraising endeavors are documented in Evans’ papers as well. Evans
was bent on the expansion of Brandon College, and there is a lot of correspondence dealing
with this topic. There are various financial accounts and financial histories of Brandon College
in Evans’ collection.

Name Access: J.R.C. Evans

Storage Location: RG 1 Brandon College fonds
Series 2: Office of the Principal/President

John Weldon Grant collection
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions8219

Part Of: RG 6 Brandon University fonds

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: MG 3 1.21

Accession Number: 3-2008

GMD: multiple media

Date Range: 1910; predominant 1961-1977.

Physical Description: 40 cm text; prints and art work.
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History /
Biographical:

Professor John Weldon Grant was born 12 March 1919 in Sunnybrae, Nova Scotia, son of
Alec and Linda Grant. He was raised in Sunnybrae and graduated from Pictou Academy in
1937. Prof. Grant entered Pine Hill Divinity School to study Theology. During his ministerial
internship, he taught and preached in Rabbit Lake and Biggar, Saskatchewan. He graduated
from Pine Hill in 1943 and entered the mission field with the United Church.

Professor Grant moved to Trinidad & Tobago in the 1940s. There he taught in both San
Fernando and Siparia, towns located in the southwest tip of the island. Weldon Grant was the
first head master off the Iere High School School in Siparia when it opened in 1955. Professor
Grant is recalled by Kenneth Ramchand in his _The West Indian Novel And Its Background_ as
“his beloved English teacher” reading from an early Sam Selvon novel in a “Saskatchewan
version of Trinidad dialect.” That he was teaching Selvon – a West Indian writer - testifies to
Grant’s cultural pluralism. See Kenneth Ramchaud, _The West Indian Novel and its
bachground_ (London: Faber and Faber, 2001 edition).

Professor Grant and Bernice Emma Moats were married in Gray, Saskatchewan 30 June
1954. They adopted three children in Nova Scotia and returned to Trinidad.

In 1961, the Grants returned to Canada. Weldon taught for one year at Vincent Massey High
School and then joined the English Department at Brandon University where he taught in the
English department until his retirement on August 31, 1984.

During a sabbatical he spent six months exploring Ireland and the poets that had been inspired
by its countryside. He also loved stories of the sea and read many varied authors, both factual
and fiction.

Custodial History:

Records were collected by Weldon Grant during his teaching career in Trinidad and Canada.

Scope and Content:

In the course of his teaching career in Trinidad & Tobego and at Brandon University Professor
Grant acquired and retained a number of items with cultural, scholarly and sentimental value.
These incude The First Folio of Shakespeare, prepared by Charlton Himan, [Academic ed.].
Imprint New York : W.W. Norton, 1968. xxvii, 928 p. : port. ; 37 cm. Mr. William Shakespeares
comedies, histories, & tragedies. Published according to the true original copies. London,
Printed by Isaac Iaggard, and Ed. Blount, 1623.

The facsimile is described as "an ideal copy in which each page represents the best page
selected from one of the 29 most satisfactory copies of the 80 copies in the Folger
Shakespeare Library."

1 Self prononcing Holy Bible, Oxford 1910.

1 print 22.4" x 17," "Baking in a Clay Oven," by Trinidad artist David Moore, June 1977 printed
in Trinidad by the College Press.

2 water colour paintings 17.5" x 12" by artist "AM." One titled San Fernando (1961) one titled
Royal Palm, Trinidad (1960).

1 black and white portrait 10" x 13" of Governor general Roland Michener and his wife (No: A-
2) copyright Karsh dated 1970.

1 Asian art work, 12.5" x 18" embroidery on silk.
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Notes: Weldon Grant history/bio from Weldon Grant obituary Brandon Daily Sun
c. April 14, 1999.

Name Access: Weldon Grant

Subject Access: English Department

Storage Location: MG 3 Brandon University Teaching and Administration
MG 3 1.21 John Weldon Grant

John R. Brodie Science Centre
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions8279

Part Of: BUPC 2 Campus buildings

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: 2.9

GMD: graphic

Date Range: 1950s-1982; predominant 1970s

Physical Description: 20 photographs

History /
Biographical:

The John R. Brodie Science Centre was completed in 1971, with the official opening on May
7, 1972. It is located in the southeast corner of the campus and houses the Faculty of Science.
The Brodie Building was named for John R. Brodie, a Brandon man who donated $250,000 to
Brandon College in 1963 with the stipulation that the money be used for a Science Centre.

Scope and Content:

Sub-series consists of photographs of the John R. Brodie Science Centre.

Notes: Additional biographical information on John R. Brodie is available in his
bio file in the Reading Room.



Martin Johns fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions5087

Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: MG 1 1.11

Accession Number: 17-2007, 8-2009

GMD: multiple media

Date Range: 1939-1944

Physical Description: 0.5 cm textual records

21 b/w photographs
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History /
Biographical:

Martin Wesley Johns was born to missionary parents Alfred and Myrtle Johns in Chengtu, West
China on March 23, 1913. The family returned to Canada in 1925. Johns attended high
schools in Tacoma, Washington; Vancouver, BC; Brandon, Manitoba; and Exeter, Ontario. He
studied at Brandon College from 1928-1931 before obtaining his B.A. (1932) and M.A. (1934)
from McMaster University and his Ph.D. From the University of Toronto (1938). From 1937-
1946, he taught physics at Brandon College. In 1972, Brandon University awarded him an
honorary Doctor of Science degree.

Johns served in the Canadian Officers Training Corps (C.O.T.C.) in 1940-1941 doing
research concerned with neutron physics at Chalk River. In 1947, he joined the Physics
Department at McMaster University, where he remained for the remainder of his career.

Johns married Margaret Mary Hilborn on July 15, 1939. Together they have four children:
Robert, Elizabeth, Kenneth and Kathryn. Following Margaret's death c. 1979, Johns was
married to Elsie North for twenty years. At the age of 90, Johns fell in love with his sweetheart
Marian Thompson.

Martin Wesley Johns died on September 18, 2008 at McMaster Hospital.

Custodial History:

The notebooks in accession 17-2007 were in the possession of Wesley Wong, former
member of the Physics Department at Brandon College, who mailed them to Martin Johns in
2002. Wong suggested Johns donate them to the McKee Archives, which he did on January
28, 2004. The photographs in accession 8-2009 were sent to Carla Eisler, Alumni Relations
Officer, Brandon University by Ken Johns (Martin Johns' son) following Martin's death. Eisler
transfered them to the Archives in February 2009.

Scope and Content:

Accession 17-2007 contains two lab record notebooks used by Martin Johns while he was a
member of Brandon College's Department of Physics. The notebooks record class lists,
grades, absences, and seating charts for courses Johns taught, as well as regulations for lab
reports and major assignments.

Accession 8-2009 contains twenty-one black and white photographs dealing with Brandon
College students, faculty and buildings. There a a few photographs of Brandon, as well as one
of the Queen Mother from her visit to Brandon in 1939.

Notes: History/Bio information taken from the Martin W. Johns bio file in the
Archives reading room.

Subject Access: Brandon College

faculty

freshman initiation

freshies

Assiniboine bridge

student elections

Second World War

C.O.T.C.

classroom activities

Storage Location: MG 1 Brandon College Teaching and Administration
1.11 Martin Johns

Photographs: MG photograph storage drawer
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T.R. Wilkins collection
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4298

Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: MG 1 1.4

Accession Number: 3-2016

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1911?-1940

Physical Description: 7 cm

History /
Biographical:

Thomas Russell Wilkins was born in Toronto in 1891. He received his B.A. from McMaster
University in 1912, and became the Science Master at Woodstock College the following year.
In 1916, he and his wife Olive moved to Chicago, where Wilkins was an instructor of Physics at
the University of Chicago. The next year he served as a master signal electrician in the U.S.
Signal Corps. During World War I, Wilkins completed pioneer research for the United States
Navy, which led to the development of pulse sonar devices in the 1920s. He had also been
researching the possibilities of a wireless telephone.

Wilkins and his wife moved to Brandon in 1918, where he took up the position of Professor of
Physics. During his time at Brandon College, Wilkins introduced the latest technology to
classrooms, designed the original Science Building, and along with the Brandon Citizen's
Committee, seucured building funds for the Citizen's Science Building.

Receiving his Ph.D. from the University of Chicago in 1921, Wilkins resigned from Brandon
College in 1925 to pursue postgraduate study at Cambridge University. In 1926, he began
research at the University of Rochester, where he also took up the position of Professor of
Physics. From 1930 to 1938, he acted as the Director of the Institute of Optics.

Widely known for his work in the fields of cosmic rays and atomic disintegration, in April 1939,
Wilkins announced the perfection of a camera that was able to record the "footprints" of
invisible atoms after they collide. In October 1939, he received a medal from the Royal
Photographic Society of Great Britain recognizing his work regarding the use of photographic
emulsions in the study of radium. The following year, Wilkins perfected a camera that could
determine the energy levels inside the nuclei of stable chemical elements. He received a grant
from Sigma Xi, the National Society for the Promotion of Scientific Research, in November of
1940.

Wilkins married twice. The first marriage, to Olive Anges Cross took place on June 17, 1913.
Olive Wilkins died suddenly on May 13, 1937, at the age of 45. Wilkins married Susan
Gwendolyn Whidden, the daughter of former Brandon College president Dr. H.P. Whidden, in
1938.

Thomas Russell Wilkins died suddenly of a heart attack on December 10, 1940, on his way
back to his laboratory after a faculty meeting. He was 49 years old.

Custodial History:

Records were accessioned by the McKee Archives in 1998. Prior custodial history is
unknown.
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Scope and Content:

T. Russell Wilkins’ reocrds contain correspondence between himself and Mrs. Wilkins and Dr.
Whidden concerning their employment with Brandon College. There are letters between the
two men regarding the building of the Science Building in 1920. There is also a copy of the
Canadian Baptist. Besides programmes and a picture, there is also correspondence between
various people. Dr. Wilkins kept the papers he had written for various classes at McMaster
University in the years 1911 and 1912. There is a "toast to the ladies" that he delivered at a
banquet of some sort, that gives an interesting view on how Wilkins, and possibly other men of
his time, viewed women. There are numerous newspapers clippings, and several pages taken
from journals such as Popular Mechanics, Popular Electricity and others. Dr. Wilkins was at the
top of his field of study. He was an extremely bright man who managed to create some very
useful tools of science. His papers are interesting and informative to read.

Notes: History/Bio information taken from Campus News May 1990

Name Access: Olive Wilkins

Thomas Wilkins

H.P. Whidden

Subject Access: science building

science

scientific development

Storage Location: 2016 accessions
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Carole Paintin-Dence collection
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4068

Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: MG 2 2.12

Accession Number: 8-1997

GMD: multiple media

Date Range: 1900-1964; predominant 1948-1964

Physical Description: 85 cm textual records

21 color slides

History /
Biographical:

Carole Paintin-Dence was raised in Souris, Manitoba and attended Brandon College in the
early 1960s. While at Brandon College she was active in the Glee Club, I.R.C. and French
Clubs. She was also Quill reporter for the Music Department.

Scope and Content:

Collection consists of a small collection of Brandon College memorabilia and slides. The
memorabilia includes programs from various Brandon College Student Association events,
Alumni News, and a copy of "The New Brandon College School of Music" by Peggy Sharpe.
The slide images include: the opening of the Music Building 1963 (3) - Sir Ernest MacMillan,
Lady MacMillan and Lorne Watson; raising the class flag 1964 (2); the JRC Evans Lecture
Theatre 1964 (1); Brandon College Original Building 1964 (1); Freshie Parade 1962 (1) - glee
club float and 1963 (3) - "wedding of Jack & Jill"; French Immersion class Summer 1964 (4) -
Mme Ragot, Neil Forsyth, Henri Francq; party for John 1963 (2) - Ken May, Morlene Sparrow,
John Sushelnitsky, Norma Walmsley, Poppy Cumming, Chris Cassels, Pat Brake, Eleanor
Riesberry; W.U.S. parties (4) - Joan Garnett, Norma Walmsley, Claude Paintin, Brian Foster,
Rae Westcott, Clark Brownlee, Nina Kosakawiecz, Berth Paintin

Collection also includes school texts and pedagogical guides - forty-seven in total - dealing
with reading, spelling, social studies and particularly music.

Notes: Description by Christy Henry.

Name Access: World University Service

Subject Access: freshie week

building openings

class flags

convocations

Storage Location: MG 2 Brandon College Students
2.12 Carole Paintin-Dence

Related Material: Paul Panton fonds



Albert Edward McKenzie
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4301

Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: MG 1 1.7
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GMD: multiple media

Date Range: 1940?-1960?

Physical Description: 39 cm textual records
4 photographs

History /
Biographical:

A.E. McKenzie was born in Wilcox Lake, York County, Ontario in 1870 to F.B. and Maria
(Carley) McKenzie. His family came to Manitoba in 1883. He was educated in Brandon,
Manitoba and graduated from the Collegiate Institute at age 21. In 1897 he founded the
Brandon Seed House. McKenzie was present at the cornerstone-laying ceremony of Brandon
College on Juy 13, 1900. From that moment on, he was very involved in the College, first as an
interested businessman, and later as a member of its Board of Directors. In 1902, McKenzie
married Laura Bell in Port Arthur. They had two daughters, Marjorie Bell and Kathleen. In 1906
the Brandon Seed House was incorporated and from then on was known as the "A.E.
McKenzie Co. Ltd.."

McKenzie became a member of the Brandon College Endowment Committee in 1918. The
following year he was on the Finance Committee. By 1925, McKenzie was a member of the
Board of Directors. In 1928, he was part of a syndicate that advised the Baptist Union that they
were developing an endowment plan to provide continuing financial support to the College and
talked the Union into providing $10 000 towards the accumulated deficit.

In 1931, McKenzie organized the Brandon Board of Trade to help save Brandon College when
the Baptists said they could no longer afford to keep the College. After the By-law failed, he
helped to organize the Brandon Citizen’s Campaign to raise enough money so that the
College could open the following year.

When the Baptists withdrew support in 1938, McKenzie was one of the central figures on the
Brandon Board of Trade that decided to save the College from closure. A representative
delegation from Southwestern Manitoba of over 60 men descended upon Premier Bracken’s
office to try and convince him to help the College. On June 12, 1938 McKenzie said he would
set up a $100 000 endowment to Brandon College. He subsequently raised this amount to
$300 000. On August 1, 1938 the Board of Trade launched a campaign to raise $15 000 to
match what the government was prepared to offer the College. McKenzie was asked to
provide Brandon College with $3000 personally. In September of 1938, McKenzie upped his
endowment once more to $500 000. The fund raising worked however, and the chater
establishing Brandon College Incorporated was assented to on April 17, 1939. On June 6,
1939 a by-law was again presented to the citizens of Brandon, and fortunately it passed.

In 1941, McKenzie received an honorary L.L.D. from the University of Manitoba. The A.E.
McKenzie Foundation was created in 1945 by the provincial government, who had assumed
90% of the A.E. McKenzie Co. Ltd. stock.

On September 25, 1964 McKenzie died at the age of 94. He never retired, but worked full time
until two weeks before his death. The funeral was held in the J.R.C. Evans Lecture Theatre.
The Arts and Library Building at Brandon College was completed in 1960, and is known as the
A.E. McKenzie building, in honour of the man who contributed so much time, effort and
financial help to the College during a crucial period in its history.

Custodial History:

Records were accessioned by the McKee Archives in 1998. Prior custodial history is
unknown.
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Scope and Content:

A.E. McKenizie’s records in the Brandon College fonds are very useful from an administrative
point of view. Because McKenzie was so involved in Brandon College from the very beginning
until his death in 1964, it is easy to understand how the College Administration arrived at
decisions. There is correspondence between McKenzie and various regarding College and
Board of Director business. There are Brandon College financial statements and letters
regarding the A.E. McKenzie Foundation. The records contain newspaper clippings,
pamphlets and lists of names of members of various Brandon organizations. As well,
McKenzie has letters regarding Building Expansion in the 1940’s and minutes of Board of
Director meetings. There are also several photographs. One photograph is the 1919
graduation picture of Zoe Hough. Another is tentatively identified as Frances Wolverton, also of
the Class of 1919. There are two more photographs of unidentified young women.

Name Access: A.E. McKenzie

A.E. McKenzie Foundation

Brandon College

Zoe Hough

Frances Wolverton

Subject Access: Class of 1919

administration

board of directors

building expansion

Storage Location: MG 1 Brandon College Teaching and Administration
1.7 Albert Edward McKenzie

Related Material: RG 3 A.E. McKenzie Seeds Co. Ltd. fonds

Esther Magdalene Moore collection
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4299

Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: MG 1 1.5

Accession Number: 4-2016

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1911?-1960?

Physical Description: 8 cm
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History /
Biographical:

Esther Moore was born in Norfolk, Nebraska and moved to Canada at age 3. There is a vague
reference to her being related to the composer Dvorak in The Quill of 1913. She registered as
a music student at Brandon College in 1909. In 1910, Miss Moore received a medal for sight-
reading and accompanying in Edmonton. She took her examinations of the Toronto
Conservatory of Music in 1910, and her Senior examinations in 1911. She completed her
theory work in 1913, as well as finishing the academic requirements. In 1913, Esther Moore
became the first graduate of the Music department at Brandon College. After graduation, Miss
Moore taught music in Unity, as well as being the choirleader and organist. She returned to her
home in Olds, Alberta for a rest from teaching. However, she was not idle for long. She took up
teaching again, and she was the organist and choirleader at church. She also began a Glee
Club. Between these responsibilities Miss Moore finished a course in the Household Science
Department at the Olds Agricultural College. She returned to Brandon College to take
postgraduate work, becoming the first Brandon College student to receive her L.T.C.M. in
1916. In 1922 Miss Moore began to teach piano at Brandon College. She received her
Bachelor of Music in 1925, and her Master of Music in 1926.

Custodial History:

Records were accessioned by the McKee Archives in 1998. Prior custodial history is
unknown.

Scope and Content:

Esther Moore’s records consist of newspaper clippings, recital programmes, concert
programmes, and commencement programmes. As well, there are dance cards, invitations,
tickets, and the programme for the annual Graduation Banquet for several years. There are
Track and Field programmes and a ribbon. There are also Alumni Luncheon programmes for
a few years. There is an issue of The Western Baptist from 1926, and the programmes for the
installation of Dr. Robbins as President and the opening of the Arts and Library building and
the J.R.C. Evans Lecture Theatre in 1960. There is also a letter from William L. Wright, director
of the music department at Brandon College.

Name Access: Esther Moore

W.L. Wright

J.R.C. Evans Lecture Theatre

John E. Robbins

Subject Access: School of Music

rectials

concerts

commencement

graduation banquet

programmes

arts and library building

Storage Location: 2016 accessions
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