
S. J. McKee Archives

Audrey Silvius collection
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4841

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 21-2000

GMD: multiple media

Date Range: 1959-1988; predominant 1963-1974

Physical Description: 19 cm textual records; 4 photographs; 1 drawing

History /
Biographical:

Born on February 10, 1924, in Elgin, Manitoba, Audrey Ellen Silvius (nee Honeyman) was
raised in Fairfax, Manitoba on the Honeyman homestead. In 1964, she received her Indian
name, Blue Star. Silvius completed her high school education in Fairfax before moving to
Winnipeg in 1943, to earn her Nursing degree from Grace Hospital. She later completed her
post-graduate degree in Psychiatric Nursing at the Brandon Mental Health Centre. Married to
Merritt W. Silvius, Audrey Silvius raised four children, David, Kay, Lorna (Downie) and Gail
(Campos) while working in her chosen field. In addition to her family and her career, she was
also involved with the Brandon Council of Women and the United Church in Brandon. Silvius
was the first executive director of the Brandon Indian-Metis Friendship Centre, a founding
member of the local branches of the Marquis Project and Amnesty International and initiated a
project called Tools for Peace. She was also involved in various other peace and human rights
organizations. In 1987, she received the Order of the Buffalo Hunt from the Province of
Manitoba in recognition of her work relating to women’s issues. In 1992, she was awarded a
Confederation medal for community service.

Custodial History:

The records found within the collection were collected by Audrey Silvius from a number of
people, including Jean Halliday, Grace Godmaire and Norma Walmsley, involved in various
projects with her throughout the years. Prior to their donation to the McKee Archives at
Brandon University in October and November 2000, the records were stored at Mrs. Silvius’
home.

Scope and Content:

Collection consists of meeting minutes, agendas, speeches, correspondence, newsletters,
brochures, written publications and newspaper clippings. Four photographs and one pencil
drawing are also included within the collection.

The records deal with the creation, activities, and history of the Brandon Indian-Metis
Friendship Centre, as well as the activities of its Board of Directors. In addition, materials
located within the collection can be divided into two areas: (1) those that relate to various
organizations associated with the Friendship Centre itself, such as the Council of Christians
and Jews and the Brandon Council of Women; (2) materials related to projects of important
individuals involved with the Friendship Centre, such as the South Western Manitoba
Recreation Council and the 4F Club of Minnedosa. Other records deal with general aboriginal
issues in Canada during the time frame of the Audrey Silvius collection.

Notes: CAIN No. 202607. Description by Christy Henry (2000).
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Subject Access: Council of Christians and Jews

Brandon Council of Women

4F Club

Brandon Indian-Metis Friendship Centre

cross cultural relations

Aboriginal issues

community development

Storage Location: 2000 accessions

Storage Range: 2000 accessions

Arrangement:

The collection is divided into ten (10) series:

1. The Brandon Indian-Metis Friendship Centre
2. The Scout – Friendship Centre newsletter
3. The Brandon Council of Women
4. Council of Christians and Jews
5. Aboriginal Glee Club/Dancers
6. The South Western Manitoba Recreation Council
7. 4F Club of Minnedosa
8. Miscellaneous Publications related to Aboriginal Issues
9. Miscellaneous Newspaper Clippings related to Aboriginal Issues
10. Photographs and pencil drawing

S. J. McKee Archives p. 2

http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22Council+of+Christians+and+Jews%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22Brandon+Council+of+Women%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%224F+Club%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22Brandon+Indian-Metis+Friendship+Centre%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22cross+cultural+relations%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22Aboriginal+issues%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22community+development%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/#


Chater Protestant School District fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4851

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 45-1997

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1892-1959

Physical Description: 22 cm

History /
Biographical:

The Chater Protestant School District was established in 1883, with the arrival of settlers in
southwestern Manitoba. In 1890, it became the Chater School District following school reform
in Manitoba. The original Protestant District school was a wooden structure constructed in the
village of Chater a few miles east of Brandon, Manitoba. In 1906, funds were raised for the
building of a cement structure to replace the original wooden one. The Chater School District
was dissolved in 1966, but the school house continued to serve as a community center until
1973, when it was demolished.

Custodial History:

This fonds was accessioned by the McKee Archives in 1997. Prior custodial history is
unknown.

Scope and Content:

Fonds includes minutes of the School Trustees (1891-1931, 1940-1959), teaching contracts
(1937-1957), financial records of the school (1939-1958), a booklet titled "The Public School
Act, The Education Department Act, The School Attendance Act, The Teachers Retirement
Allowances Act"(1954), and a collection of school registers (1912-13, 1915-49, 1954-55,
1957-58) from the Chater School District. Included within the minute books of the Chater
School District are financial records for the "Chater Association of Patrons of Industry, charter
# 3532" (1891-1895). Also included is an ink stamp reading "Chater Protestant School
District, No. 181, Manitoba Canada."

Notes: CAIN No. 202640

Subject Access: Chater

Patrons of Industry

Public Schooling

Public Schools

Agrarian organizations

Storage Location: 1997 accessions

Storage Range: 1997 accessions



Maureen Johnson collection
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions9012

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 10-2009, 14-2009

GMD: multiple media
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Date Range: 1908-c.1965; predominant 1915-1921

Physical Description: 32 photographs

1 sound recording

2 cm textual records

Material Details: 17 photographs are digital records

History /
Biographical:

Maureen Johnson (nee Sills) was born in Brandon, MB in 1936 and grew up in western
Manitoba. She spent three years in Ethiopia (1958-1961) and two years in Houston, Texas
before taking up permanent residence in Winnipeg, MB. She attended Brandon College in
1953-1954, living in the Tower Room of Clark Hall.

From 1960-1979, Johnson raised her family, volunteered in the St. Vital community and was
Secretary to the Manitoba Schools Science Symposium (1973-1977). She worked in the
Office of the President at the University of Manitoba from 1980 to 1996.

Johnson is a visual artist and photographer, and is a member of the Winnipeg Sketch Club,
Manitoba Society of Artists and Winnipeg South Photo Club. Her work is on permanent display
at Medea Gallery (www.medeagallery.ca) where she has been a member since 1985. She
also has work in the Rental Program at the Winnipeg Art Gallery.

For biographical information on Sarah Persis Darrach see RG 1 Brandon College fonds,
Series 9: Clark Hall women's residence.

Custodial History:

The original photographs in accession 10-2009 are in the custody of Maureen Johnson in
Winnipeg, MB. Copies were digitally scanned by Johnson and sent to the Archives in March
2009. The 1921 photographs of Brandon College students were given to Johnson by Eileen
McKenzie, her aunt, who attended Brandon College at that time. The photos of Sarah Persis
Darrach (Johnson's great-aunt and maternal grandmother's sister) are from her family albums.

All of the records in accession 14-2009, except for the 1920 Quill and the Clark Hall Rules
1912, were collected by Johnson during her time at Brandon College. The Quill issue belonged
to Johnson's aunt Eileen McKenzie, a student at Brandon College in the early 1920s. The
records were in Johnson's possession at her home until their donation to the McKee Archives
in May 2009.

Scope and Content:

Accession 10-2009 consists of seventeen digital photographs. Seven photographs are of
Sarah Persis Darrach (nee Johnson), taken primarily during her time as a nursing sister during
World War I. Two photographs are of Eileen McKenzie. The remaining photographs depict
students and student activities at Brandon College in the early 1920s.

Accession 14-2009 consists of a copy of the sound recording and program for Mr. College
Spirit, a musical comedy presented by the Brandon College Literary Board and written by
James Struthers and Kenneth Gunning. Accession also includes fifteen photographs from
1953-1954, when Johnson attended Brandon College. Subjects include: Freshie King and
Queen; Graduation Banquets (1955, 1956); senior and lady sticks; Jim Casey Trophy; Grand
March 1954; Capettes basketball team 1954; Glee Club 1953; Variety Night - Men's Chorus;
Caps Football Team; Caps Hockey Team 1954; Cheerleaders 1954; Caps Basketball 1954;
and Touques.

Textual records include graduation banquet and commencement programs, news clippings,
programs for Variety Night and Be Your Age, a list of football cheers and a copy of the Fall
Number of the 1920 Quill. Textual records also include two color photocopies: Clark Hall Rules
1912 and Johnson's Arts and Science Departments, Brandon College Registration card.
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Notes: History/Bio information and Custodial History provided by Maureen
Johnson (April 2009). A review of the play, written by Kay Rowe,
appeared in the March 6, 1953 issue of the Quill.

Name Access: Sarah Persis Darrach

Eileen McKenzie

Brandon College

Brandon General Hospital

Subject Access: World War I

First World War

student activities

snowshoeing

Location Original: Maureen Johnson (Winnipeg)

Storage Location: T:\Library\Archives\Shared.02\photos\2009 Accessions

Related Material: RG 1 Brandon College fonds, Series 9: Clark Hall women's residence

MG 1 1.9 Sarah Persis Darrach fonds

MG 2 2.4 James Struthers fonds
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