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Coombs & Stewart general store c. 1881
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions13756

Part Of: Fred McGuinness collection

Description Level: Item

Series Number: McG 9

Item Number: 20-2009.67

Accession Number: 20-2009

GMD: graphic

Date Range: c.1881

Physical Description: 6.5" x 5" (b/w)

Material Details: on matting

Physical Condition: Photograph is stained and water damaged. A newspaper clipping about
William (Billy) Muir is glued to the top left hand corner of the mat. The
image is exfoliated in the right hand corner. The negative has been
reverse printed.

History /
Biographical:

Coombs & Stewart opened the first general store in Brandon in 1881, which was located on
6th Street and Pacific Avenue. According to G.F. Barker (Brandon: A City, 1977, 291), William
(Billy) Muir worked at the store until he opened his own grocery store in 1888.

Custodial History:

Donated to Fred McGuinness by Allena Strath (nee Coombs).

Scope and Content:

Photograph shows the Coombs & Stewart general store located on the corner of Pacific
Avenue and 6th Street. A group of men pose in front of the wood-framed store.

Notes: Back of photograph reads: One of first stores in Brandon, Coombs...[?]

Name Access: Coombs & Stewart

Pacific Avenue

6th Street

Wm. Muir General Grocer

Subject Access: Pioneers

general stores

building exteriors

store exteriors

horses

grocery stores

Brandon business buildings & facilities before 1940

Storage Location: RG 5 photograph storage drawer 2 (hanging photos)

Related Material: Lawrence Stuckey collection 1-2002.3.1E13
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William Muir General Grocer building
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions13757

Part Of: Fred McGuinness collection

Description Level: Item

Series Number: McG 9

Item Number: 20-2009.68

Accession Number: 20-2009

GMD: graphic

Date Range: post-1888

Physical Description: 4.5" x 7.5" (b/w)

Material Details: on matting

Physical Condition: Matting is bent and has a thumbtack hole.

History /
Biographical:

According to G.F. Barker (Brandon: A City, 1977, 291), William (Billy) Muir worked at Coombs
& Stewart's on Pacific Avenue until he opened his own grocery store in 1888. The shop was
located at 143-6th Street, Brandon, and was demolished for a parking lot in 1952.

Custodial History:

Donated to Fred McGuinness by Allena Strath (nee Coombs).

Scope and Content:

Photograph shows the "Wm. Muir General Grocer" building on 6th Street. Two men pose in the
doorway of the store. The man on the left is likely William Muir. Barrels are lined on the
boardwalk in front of the store. Apples and mason jars can be seen in the shop's windows.

Notes: Front of photograph reads: Sixth Street between Rosser - Princess. Back
of photograph reads: Billy Muir's Store, 143 6th Street Brandon - 57
years in business in this location. An address label affixed to the back of
the mat reads: Mrs. James Strath, Box 421, Souris, Man.

Name Access: Coombs & Stewart

Pacific Avenue

6th Street

Wm. Muir General Grocer

S. J. McKee Archives p. 2

http://archives.brandonu.ca/#
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions13757
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=setName%3a%22Fred+McGuinness+collection%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=objectType%3a%22graphic%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Coombs+%26+Stewart%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Pacific+Avenue%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%226th+Street%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Wm.+Muir+General+Grocer%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/#


Subject Access: Pioneers

general stores

building exteriors

store exteriors

grocery stores

Brandon business buildings & facilities before 1940

Storage Location: RG 5 photograph storage drawer 2 (hanging photos)

Related Material: Lawrence Stuckey collection 1-2002.3.1E18

Images

Thompson's Groceries and Confectionary - exterior
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions10133

Part Of: RG 12 Brandon and Area Photograph Collection

Description Level: Item

Series Number: 2

Item Number: BAPC 2.21

GMD: graphic

Date Range: c. 1925

Physical Description: 8" x 10" (b/w)
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History /
Biographical:

Thompson's Groceries and Confectionary was established in 1923 by Arthur Thompson (b.
1881 - d. May14, 1957) at 764 13th Street. From approximately 1925-1927, the store was
operated by Alexander Thompson at 762 13th Street. The fate of the store from 1929-1935 is
unclear. In 1929, Alexander Thompson was a grocer at 748 7th Street and in 1931 a Mrs. A
Thompson was a grocer at 802 14th Street. There were two Thompson grocery and
confectionary businesses in Brandon in 1933: Thompson's Confectionary at 745 13th Street
and Thompson & Co. at 702 12th Street. In 1935, Arthur Thompson appears to have either
taken over one of the earlier businesses or reopened his own grocery in its original location at
762 13th Street. He operated his store at this location into the mid-1950s. At some point
following Thompson's death the building was bought by Frank Fitzpatrick and used for his
upholstery store.

Custodial History:

Donated by Frank Fitzpatrick.

Scope and Content:

Photograph is looking northwest at the extrior of Thompson's Grocieries and Confectionary.

Notes: History/Bio information taken from Henderson's Directories (1917-1955)
for Brandon, MB.

Name Access: Thompson's Groceries and Confectionary

13th Street

College Avenue

Subject Access: grocery stores

cityscapes

businesses

stores

Storage Location: BAPC photograph drawer
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Thompson's Groceries and Confectionary - interior
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions10134

Part Of: RG 12 Brandon and Area Photograph Collection

Description Level: Item

Series Number: 2

Item Number: BAPC 2.22
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GMD: graphic

Date Range: c. 1925

Physical Description: 8" x 10" (b/w)

History /
Biographical:

Thompson's Groceries and Confectionary was established in 1923 by Arthur Thompson (b.
1881 - d. May14, 1957) at 764 13th Street. From approximately 1925-1927, the store was
operated by Alexander Thompson at 762 13th Street. The fate of the store from 1929-1935 is
unclear. In 1929, Alexander Thompson was a grocer at 748 7th Street and in 1931 a Mrs. A
Thompson was a grocer at 802 14th Street. There were two Thompson grocery and
confectionary businesses in Brandon in 1933: Thompson's Confectionary at 745 13th Street
and Thompson & Co. at 702 12th Street. In 1935, Arthur Thompson appears to have either
taken over one of the earlier businesses or reopened his own grocery in its original location at
762 13th Street. He operated his store at this location into the mid-1950s. At some point
following Thompson's death the building was bought by Frank Fitzpatrick and used for his
upholstery store.

Custodial History:

Donated by Frank Fitzpatrick.

Scope and Content:

Photograph shows the interior of Thompson's Grocieries and Confectionary.

Notes: History/Bio information taken from Henderson's Directories (1917-1955)
for Brandon, MB.

Name Access: Thompson's Groceries and Confectionary

13th Street

College Avenue

Subject Access: grocery stores

businesses

stores

foods

dry goods

produce

canned foods

Storage Location: BAPC photograph drawer
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