
S. J. McKee Archives

Canadian Federation of University Women (Brandon
University) fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4804

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 4-1997, 1-2004, 5-2004

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1948-2003

Physical Description: 24 cm

History /
Biographical:

The Canadian Federation of University Women was founded in 1919 under the leadership of
Margaret McWilliams of Winnipeg to promote the interests of women with higher education at
local, national and international levels. It is a voluntary, non-profit, self-funded organization with
a membership of over 10,000 university-educated women and 122 local clubs. The CFUW
promotes high standards of public education; encourages advanced study and research by
women university graduates; encourages active participation in public affairs by qualified
women; works to safeguard and improve human rights and the economic, legal and
professional status of women in Canada; and participates in the work of the International
Federation of University Women. The Brandon University chapter of the Canadian Federation
of University Women was established in 1948. It continues to be active.

Custodial History:

This fonds was accessioned by the McKee Archives in 1997. Prior custodial history is
unknown.

Scope and Content:

Fonds contains correspondence with other branches of the CFUW, minutes and programs
from meetings and seminars held throughout Canada, as well as administrative records and
minutes of the Brandon branch. Most administrative records concern the problems of
maintaining membership levels and recruiting younger members. Fonds also contains various
issues of the "Chronicle," a CFUW publication. Fonds also includes CFUW Brandon minutes,
miscellaneous projects, annual reports and member lists, as well as a number of documents
relating to the provincial, national and international activities of the CFUW.

Notes: CAIN No. 202621
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Subject Access: Ellen Clark

Margaret Strongiham

Theodora Carroll Foster

Patrick Boyer

CFUW

IFUW

UNESCO

Canadian Advisory Council

Disarmament

Status of Women

Equality rights

Enrollment

Storage Location: 1997 accessions

Storage Range: 1997 accessions

Manitoba Women's Institute collection
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4860

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 8-2002

GMD: textual records

Date Range: c. 1935-1980's

Physical Description: 64 cm

History /
Biographical:

The first Women's Institute in Canada was created by Mrs. Adelaide Hunter Hoodless in
Stoney Creek, Ontario, on February 19, 1897. The Women's Institute was created to unite rural
women with the hopes that this would help women improve their homes and communities. The
motto of the Women's Institute became, "a nation could not rise above the level of its homes."
The group was to be non-partisan and non-sectarian to allow for maximum participation. The
Women's Institute became one of the very few ways for rural women to meet and share ideas
and problems with others. The Women's Institute spread throughout Canada and reached
Manitoba in 1910, when Morris and Valley River, Manitoba, formed Women's Institute
branches. The Women's Institute branches in Manitoba were known as Home Economics
Societies until 1919, when they became branches of the Manitoba Women's Institute. The
Home Economics Societies specialized in community service work. At first, the groups
concentrated on home management and child care, and eventually they became involved with
social and political issues. In addition to community work, the Women's Institute branches also
invited many guest speakers to their meetings and promoted education and the dissemination
of information to rural women on subjects such as canning, growing fruits and vegetables,
dental hygiene and rural electrification. The Manitoba Women's Institute continues its work
today.

Custodial History:

This fonds was accessioned in 2002 by the McKee Archives. Prior custodial history is
unknown.
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Scope and Content:

This collection has been artificially created and consists of miscellaneous newspaper and
magazine clippings, handbooks, newsletters, photos and song sheets collected by various
unknown Manitoba Women's Institute branches. Some newletters included in the collection are
"Institute News" from the Manitoba Women's Institute, "National Farm Forum Guide",
"Federated News" from the Federated Women's Institute of Canada and "The Country
Woman" from Associated Women of the World. The newspaper clippings in the collection
relate to Women's Institute branches around Manitoba and the rest of Canada.

Notes: CAIN No. 202660. Description by Robyn Mitchell.

Subject Access: Reverand M.L. Goodman

Manitoba Provincial Council of Women

National Council of Women in Canada

Manitoba Women's Institute

National Farm Forum

Federated Women's Institute of Canada`

Associated Country Women of the World

women's organizations

4-H

rural women

song sheets

credit unions

farm magazines

newsletters

women's magazines

Storage Location: 2002 accessions

Storage Range: 2002 accessions

Related Material: Related women's institute collections in the McKee Archives include:

Manitoba Women's Institute; Minnedosa Women's Institute; Cordova
Women's Institute; Clanwilliam Women's Institute; Rathwell Women's
Institute; Strathclair Women's Institute; Crocus Women's Institute;
Southwest A Region - Manitoba Women's Institute; Douglas Women's
Institute

Toal Commission
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions14289

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Fonds

Accession Number: 3-2013

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1971-1972

Physical Description: 24 cm textual records

Material Details: Photocopies of originals
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History /
Biographical:

The Toal Commission was a Commission of Inquiry conducted by James Toal at the Prince
Edward Hotel in Brandon,MB from 1971-1972. The purpose of this inquiry was to investigage
a report published by the Brandon Police Department entitled, "Problem Metis Families, City
of Brandon," as well as allegations of police harassment in the City of Brandon from January 1,
1970, onward. The report was prepared by the Brandon Police Department following a petition
submitted to Mayor Wilton. The petition, signed by approximately thirty residents of Brandon's
East End, requested that the city prohibit the sale of homes in their neighborhood to Native
families. A copy of the report was obtained by the Brandon Sun, which generated a
considerable public response that resulted in the investigation in question.

Custodial History:

Records were ordered from the Archives of Manitoba by Brandon University Archivist Tom
Mitchell and Brandon University history professor Jim Naylor in 2013.

Scope and Content:

Fonds consists of records created over the course of the Toal Commission. It includes copies
of verbatim transcripts of the Toal Commission hearings, as well as a commission of inquiry, a
report on the commission, and indexes, which list the witnesses and evidence presented for
each day of the hearings.

Notes: Description by Jason Dooley (October 2016).

Name Access: James Toal

City of Brandon

Brandon Police Department

Brandon Sun

City of Winnipeg

Prince Edward Hotel

J.S. Walker

K.P. Regier

Chief Constable D.A. McNamee

Inspector L. White

Constable Keith Yorke

John Richard Bell

Alan Ross

John Langston Tyman

Mayor W.H.K. Wilton

R.G. Lagimodiere

Edith May Bryan

C.W. Gordon

Mr. Houle

Archie Joseph Nabess

The Canadian Native Justice League

Manitoba Indian Brotherhood

Andy Moir

Brandon Friendship Center

Indian Affairs Department

Keystone Center

Mr. Meighen

Ronald Stoney
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Thomas Stoney

Henry Hunter

Marie Hunter

Sharon Pompana

Edgar Lee Pompana

Howard Clyde Sandy

Sanderson family

Lorna Esther Wright

Dorothy Sarah Watt

Wayne James Clifford Desjarlais

Elizabeth Edith Oudie

Mary Wilma Wasicuna

Beulah Faye Langford

P. Schacter

Donald James McKay

Leo John Wayne Porter

Isobel Grasby

Gladys Pasche

Harold Weitman

George Munroe

Dorothy Betz

Roger Obansawin

Peter Whitecloud

Dr. Adam Cuthand

Kenneth Neil McCaskill

Rene Joseph Houle

Carole Diane Lavalle

Brian Norman Otis

IMPACTE

Indian Metis Project for Careers Through Teacher Education

Walter David Dennehardt

George Melvin Fleury

Frank Elding Price

Dr. Samuel W. Corrigan

Ruth McRae

Eddie Gosnold

William Wolski

Beth Cale

Clarence C. Mitchell

Ragnar B. Nygaard

Mrs. R. Nygaard

Marlene Brichon

Joseph A. Farion

Calvin Gerry

Helen Bell
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Kenneth Bell

Angus Spence

J.W. Potter

Donald Pratt

Henry Carroll

Subject Access: Aboriginals

First Nations

Metis

race relations

government commissions

indiginous peoples

Storage Location: 2013 accessions

Related Material: Toal Commission Review - F.C. Muldoon Commissioner - Review the
Toal Commission's conclusions - review report (handwritten and typed
copy), notes on testimonies and correspondence, Library and Archives
Canada Inventory no. 6822 Finding aid no. MSS2374

Toal Commission - Archives of Manitoba

John Langston Tyman fonds (70-1997 & 9-2001)

Audrey Silvius collection (21-2000)

Audrey Silvius collection
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4841

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 21-2000

GMD: multiple media

Date Range: 1959-1988; predominant 1963-1974

Physical Description: 19 cm textual records; 4 photographs; 1 drawing

History /
Biographical:

Born on February 10, 1924, in Elgin, Manitoba, Audrey Ellen Silvius (nee Honeyman) was
raised in Fairfax, Manitoba on the Honeyman homestead. In 1964, she received her Indian
name, Blue Star. Silvius completed her high school education in Fairfax before moving to
Winnipeg in 1943, to earn her Nursing degree from Grace Hospital. She later completed her
post-graduate degree in Psychiatric Nursing at the Brandon Mental Health Centre. Married to
Merritt W. Silvius, Audrey Silvius raised four children, David, Kay, Lorna (Downie) and Gail
(Campos) while working in her chosen field. In addition to her family and her career, she was
also involved with the Brandon Council of Women and the United Church in Brandon. Silvius
was the first executive director of the Brandon Indian-Metis Friendship Centre, a founding
member of the local branches of the Marquis Project and Amnesty International and initiated a
project called Tools for Peace. She was also involved in various other peace and human rights
organizations. In 1987, she received the Order of the Buffalo Hunt from the Province of
Manitoba in recognition of her work relating to women’s issues. In 1992, she was awarded a
Confederation medal for community service.



S. J. McKee Archives p. 6

http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Kenneth+Bell%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Angus+Spence%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22J.W.+Potter%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Donald+Pratt%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Henry+Carroll%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22Aboriginals%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22First+Nations%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22Metis%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22race+relations%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22government+commissions%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22indiginous+peoples%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/#
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4841
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=setName%3a%22RG+5+Western+Manitoba+Manuscript+Collection%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=objectType%3a%22multiple+media%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc


Custodial History:

The records found within the collection were collected by Audrey Silvius from a number of
people, including Jean Halliday, Grace Godmaire and Norma Walmsley, involved in various
projects with her throughout the years. Prior to their donation to the McKee Archives at
Brandon University in October and November 2000, the records were stored at Mrs. Silvius’
home.

Scope and Content:

Collection consists of meeting minutes, agendas, speeches, correspondence, newsletters,
brochures, written publications and newspaper clippings. Four photographs and one pencil
drawing are also included within the collection.

The records deal with the creation, activities, and history of the Brandon Indian-Metis
Friendship Centre, as well as the activities of its Board of Directors. In addition, materials
located within the collection can be divided into two areas: (1) those that relate to various
organizations associated with the Friendship Centre itself, such as the Council of Christians
and Jews and the Brandon Council of Women; (2) materials related to projects of important
individuals involved with the Friendship Centre, such as the South Western Manitoba
Recreation Council and the 4F Club of Minnedosa. Other records deal with general aboriginal
issues in Canada during the time frame of the Audrey Silvius collection.

Notes: CAIN No. 202607. Description by Christy Henry (2000).

Subject Access: Council of Christians and Jews

Brandon Council of Women

4F Club

Brandon Indian-Metis Friendship Centre

cross cultural relations

Aboriginal issues

community development

Storage Location: 2000 accessions

Storage Range: 2000 accessions

Arrangement:

The collection is divided into ten (10) series:

1. The Brandon Indian-Metis Friendship Centre
2. The Scout – Friendship Centre newsletter
3. The Brandon Council of Women
4. Council of Christians and Jews
5. Aboriginal Glee Club/Dancers
6. The South Western Manitoba Recreation Council
7. 4F Club of Minnedosa
8. Miscellaneous Publications related to Aboriginal Issues
9. Miscellaneous Newspaper Clippings related to Aboriginal Issues
10. Photographs and pencil drawing
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Brandon and District Labour Council (CLC) fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4840

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 23-2003, 22-2003, 13-2003, 25-1999, 26-1999

GMD: multiple media

Date Range: 1955-1985; predominant 1971-1985

Physical Description: 2.4 m textual records; c. 5 photographs; 1 minute book (measuring 1"x
9"x 14")

History /
Biographical:

The Brandon Trades and Labour Council was established in 1906, as an affiliate of the Trades
and Labour Congress of Canada. The original Council contained thirteen locals, including
those of railway workers, sheet metal workers, plumbers and steam fitters, bricklayers,
carpenters and joiners, cigar makers, printers, and barbers. By 1912, the Council contained
twenty four locals. The Council's principal function was to advance the corporate interests of
labour within the framework of a largely unregulated capitalism. After 1955, the Council was
affiliated with the Canadian Labour Congress, which was created through a merger of the
Trades and Labour Congress of Canada and the Canadian Congress of Labour.

Custodial History:

Fonds remained in possession of Brandon and District Labour Council prior to donation to the
S.J. McKee Archives.

Scope and Content:

Fonds consists of financial and administrative records of the Brandon and District Labour
Council. Records also include collective agreements, correspondence, publications of the
Labour Council and affiliated unions, some union local minutes, newspaper clippings,
petitions, and various miscellaneous files. Fonds also includes a minute book for the Council
(1971-1985) and two union charters.

Notes: CAIN No. 202611

Subject Access: Canadian Labour Congress

Brandon and District Labour Council

organized labour

working class

labourism

Storage Location: 1999 and 2003 accessions

Storage Range: 1999 and 2003 accessions



Brandon Business and Professional Women's Club fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4859

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 10-2002

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1932-1972
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Physical Description: 20 cm

History /
Biographical:

The Business and Professional Women's Club of Brandon was created in November 1932.
The club grew out of a meeting of business and professional women who were interested in
forming an association. Guest speakers at the meeting were Miss Hilda Hesson, the Vice
President of the Federation of Canadian Business and Professional Women's Clubs, and
Miss F. Ingram, the President of the Winnipeg Business and Professional Women's Club. The
objective of the Brandon club, according to its constitution, was the "promotion of educational,
service, and social facilities for the business and professional women." The club consisted of
active and associate members and belonged to the greater Canadian Federation of Business
and Professional Women's Club. The first President of the club was Miss Margaret Gemmell,
with approximately 80 women attended the club's first meeting. The club established sub-
committees on a variety of subjects including current events, sports, bridge instruction, public
speaking, dress making, photography, stitch craft, manual training, and physical culture. The
club also put on exhibitions, participated in drama festivals, held rummage sales and an annual
Christmas party. During the Second World War, it established a War Effort Department. This
department organized activities such as sewing and knitting in support of the war effort. The
War Effort Department also raised money for charities such as the Red Cross. During its
meetings, the club often heard local and national speakers or watched films. Women of many
different vocations joined the club including florists, teachers, salesclerks, nurses, and
housewives. Over the years, additional departments were added to the club including those
named poetry, pottery, woodcraft, and drama.

Custodial History:

This fonds was accessioned by the McKee Archives in 2002. Previous custodial history is
unknown.

Scope and Content:

Fonds contains three small scrapbooks, which cover the years 1932-1939, 1939-1949, and
1950-1959, respectively. The scrapbooks contain newpaper clippings from the Brandon Sun,
the Winnipeg Free Press, and the Flin Flon Daily Miner. The scrapbooks also contain
exhibition and meeting programs from the Brandon Club. Fonds also contains meeting
minutes for the years 1932-1972.

Notes: CAIN No. 202576

Subject Access: Miss Margaret Gemmel

Miss Marjorie McKenzie

Dr. Jane Turnbull

Miss Muriel Bowen

Miss Jessie Crawford

Mrs. Robert Darrach

Miss Margaret Clay

Hilda Hesson

Miss Jenny Gemmell

City of Brandon

Business and Professional Women's Club of Brandon

Canadian Federation of Business and Professional Women's Clubs

women's organizations

women's clubs

Manitoba women

scrapbooks

Storage Location: 2002 accessions
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Storage Range: 2002 accessions

Related Material: Brandon Business and Professional Women's Club (10-2002);
Minnedosa Business and Professional Women's Club (11-2002);
Neepawa Business and Professional Women's Club (12-2002); Trilliam
Business and Professional Women's Club (2-2006).

Verna Gamey collection
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4868

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 5-1997

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1917-1991

Physical Description: 90 cm

History /
Biographical:

In July 1928, Verna Althea Whitfield married William Arthur Gamey (b. 1892) in Winnipeg. For
the first year of their marriage they both taught at Lockport, before moving to Winnipeg in
1929. Their only child, William Roy, was born there. In 1933, the Gameys moved to the Gamey
family farm located at N1/2 12-16-22, near Strathclair. Verna's nephew Robert Kerr, from
Kelowna, B.C. joined the family in 1949. Art and Verna left the farm in the spring of 1956, and
moved into the house formerly owned by an aunt, Miss Bella Gamey. Art Gamey was a staunch
supporter of the Co-operative movement and the Co-operative Commonwealth Federation
(CCF). He died in January 1968.

Custodial History:

This fonds was accessioned by the McKee Archives in 1997. Prior custoridal history is
unknown.

Scope and Content:

Fonds contains documents relating to the Manitoba Farmer's Union, including copies of its
publication "The Voice of the Farmer" (1961); the United Church of Canada, primarily
Strathclair (1960-1989); the Manitoba Women's Institute and the National Institute for the Blind
(1959-1976); the Manitoba Federation of Agriculture (1945-1961); the Birtle Presbyterian
Church (1986-1989); the Social Credit League in Manitoba and B.C. (1947, 1953); the
Manitoba Provincial Council of Women (1958-1959); the Manitoba Centennial Corporation
(1966-1968); and the Shoal Lake Fair and Hamiota Exhibition (1949-1981).

Fonds also contains diaries (1923-1926); various political publications, newspaper clippings,
and correspondance, primarily concerning the CCF and the New Democrats (1945-1971); the
Cooperative Union of Canada (1949-1964); and the Manitoba Farm Forum (1942-1963).
Included as well, are clippings from the Brandon Sun dealing with a wide variety of topics
(1970-1991); publications on home/farm/highway safety (1949-1975); and the Manitoba Pool
Elevators (1950-1955).

Fonds also contains correspondence to and from both Verna and Art Gamey.

Notes: History/Bio information taken from "Our Story to 1970" published by the
R.M. of Strathclair and compiled by The Centennial History Committee
(pp. 255-257).
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Subject Access: W.A. Gamey

CCF

New Democrats

Social Credit League

Manitoba Farmers Union

Agrigulture

United Church

Manitoba Federation of Agriculture

Manitoba Provincial Council of Women

Storage Location: 1997 accessions

Storage Range: 1997 accessions

Related Material: RG 4 Manitoba Pool Elevators; Women's Institute collections: Manitoba
(8-2002), Strathclair (7-2002), Rathwell (6-2002), Minnedosa (2-2002),
Cordova (4-2002), Clanwilliam (3-2002), Crocus (5-2002), Douglas (20-
2006), Binscarth (12-1997), Southwest A Region (26-1997); and the
Greenway Fair (35-2006).

RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4722

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Fonds

Fonds Number: RG 5

GMD: multiple media

History /
Biographical:

This record group was artifically created in January 2007 by Tom Mitchell and Christy Henry of
the McKee Archives.

Scope and Content:

The record group consists of various fonds and collections concerned with the political,
cultural, social, and educational life of western Manitoba. See the Subject Access field for a list
of titles.

Notes: Description written by Christy Henry (2007).

Subject Access: Joseph H. Hughes

Canadian Federation of University Women

Verna Gamey

Brandon Cinema Club

Birtle Indian Residential School

Brandon Assisted Passage Association

Binscarth Women's Institute

Griswold School District

Manitoba School Trustees Regional Association

Riverbank/Berbank Red Cross

A.C. Miller

C.J. Barnes
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David Sommerville Charleson

Southwest A Region Manitoba Women's Institute

Berbank Ladies Aid

Berbank Church

Blyth Protestant School District #471

Crown Protestant School District #184

Ward Watson

Laurie V. Smith

Marion Doig

Elm Creek/Wingham Branch United Farmers of Manitoba

Roseland Church

Fairfax United Church

Humesville & Forrest Women's Missionary Society

Chater Protestant School District

William Wallace

United Grain Growers

G.R. Rowe

Cecil Herbert Edward Johnston

Western Manitoba Centennial Auditorium

Brandon Art Club

James Duncan McGregor

Stephan Adolph Magnacca

Harry "Hap" Fraser

Leslie Victor Robson

Bertha School District #861

Manitoba Genealogical Society

Brandon Golf & Country Club

Keystone Centre Development and Construction

Manitoba Elevator Company

B.J. Hales

Brandon Council of Women

Westman Oral History

Mildred (Mollie) Kellet

Gerald McKinney

Janet Donnelly

Minnedosa OddFellows

Basswood OddFellows

Archibald E. Wilson

Audrey Silvius

Western Manitoba Philharmonic Choir

Lawrence Stuckey

Minnedosa Women's Institute

Clanwilliam Women's Institute

Cordova Women's Institute

Crocus Women's Institute
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Rathwell Women's Institute

Strathclair Women's Institute

Manitoba Women's Institute

Brandon Business & Professional Women's Club

Minnedosa Business & Professional Women's Club

Neepawa Business & Professional Women's Club

Brandon Women's Musical Club

International Toastmistress Club - Land O'Lakes Region

Fred McGuinness

Reg Forbes

Jack Stothard

Janet Louisa May More

William J. Birtles

Ruby Miles

Manitoba Action Committee on the Status of Women

Canadian Union of Public Employees

Brandon & District Labour Council (CLC)

Westman Multi-Cultural Council

Westman Coalition on Equality Rights

Martin Kavanagh

James Buckley

James Douglas Wall

Brandon Women's Institute

Trilliam Business & Professional Women's Club

Westridge Senior Citizens

Kodaly in Manitoba

WARUCC - Western Association of Registrars of the Universities and
Colleges of Canada

Margaret Laurence Endowment

Douglas Women's Institute

Albert Angus Murray McPherson

Edward Walker

Alexander MacPhail

Inventory of Archival Material in Western Manitoba Project

Greenway Fair

Brandon Hills Busy Bees

Prairie Horizons Toastmistress Club

Grand Valley School District #206

Douglas Brolund

Norma Laird

Brandon Square Dancing Club

Tully McKenzie

Basswood School District

Anna Enns

Frank Robb
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Bankburn School District

John Crawford

J.C. Cousins

William Ridley Sheridan Wade

Mary Schwalm

Robert (Bert) Lane

Ross Hume

Quincy H. Martinson

Helen Dutka

Dorothy Frances Davidson

Brandon Sno-Goers Snowmobile Club

Brandon Folk, Music & Art Society, Inc.

Baker family

Brandon Daily Sun microfilm

Western Manitoba Home Economic Association

Hubert Weidenhamer

Len Evans

Henry Hlady

Delta Kappa Gamma Society International

Westman Recycling Council

Herbert GoodlandStorage Location: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Storage Range: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Arrangement:

The fonds and collections in RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript collection have been
arranged primarily by accession number.
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Manitoba Genealogical Society fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4814

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 9-1998

GMD: textual records

Date Range: c.1880 to c.1980

Physical Description: 30 cm

History /
Biographical:

The Southwest Branch of the Manitoba Genealogical Society was established in 1978. The
Branch was formed following a meeting with members of the Manitoba Genealogical
Association formed in 1977. The organization was created to assist individuals interested in
doing genealogical research through the provision of genealogical data and archival
resources. Since its creation the Southwest Branch has also issued a newletter and published
a series of cenusus summaries based on the 1901 Canadian census.

Custodial History:

These records were donated to the McKee archives in 1990 by J.D. Wall on behalf of the
Southwest Branch of the Manitoba Genealogical Society.

Scope and Content:

Fonds includes transcripts of the records transcribed from cemetery headstones located in
cemeteries throughout southwestern Manitoba. Each transcript includes details about the
cemetery records and all details including names, dates, and inscriptions from each
headstone. The collection includes a "Cemetery Transcript List" detailing those cemeteries for
which transcripts exist. Transcripts include those for the following cemeteries: Alexander,
Birdtail Sioux Indian Reserve, Blenheim Church, Glencoe, Boissevain, Brandon, Brandon Hills
Church Cemetery, Brookdale, Carberry District, Coultervale, Elgin, Elkhorn, Humesville,
Lauder, Kerfoot (Gregg Cemetery), Icelandic Gravesite (Tilston), History of Kingsley Cemetery
near Somerset, Madford Cemetery, Old Medora Cemetery, Melgund, Millford Cemetery, Noble
Cemetery, Methven , Millord Cemetery, Roseville Anglican Church Cemetery, St. Savior's
Anglican Church, St. George's Anglican Church, Rounthwaite, Souris (Glenwood Cemetery),
Skalholt, Wellwood, Woodville (Lund, Kola, Bennett, Two Creeks), Patterson (near Nesbitt),
Sparling (near Justice), Tilston (near Sinclair), Royal Canadian Air Force Memorial (20 miles
north of Rivers).

Notes: CAIN No. 202662

Subject Access: cemetary records

Genealogy

Brandon

Manitoba

Storage Location: 1998 accessions

Storage Range: 1998 accessions
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Berbank Church fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4825

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 28-1997

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1919-1966

Physical Description: 6 cm

History /
Biographical:

The name Berbank was created by combining the names of two local districts: Riverbank and
Bertha. Both were located south of Brandon in the Rural Municipality of Oakland. The Berbank
Church was built in 1919. Its construction grew out of the work of the Berbank Red Cross
founded in 1917. The Berbank Church was a "union" church, constructed in anticipation of the
formation of the United Church of Canada. In 1966, the Berbank congregation joined with the
Nesbitt congregation to operate out of the Nesbitt United Church. The final service at the
Berbank United Church was held in 1966.

Custodial History:

This fonds was accessioned by the McKee Archives in 1997. Prior custodial history is
unknown.

Scope and Content:

Fonds contains a document titled "Berbank Church History." This document is partially in a
printed format with a portion handwritten. Fonds also contains minute books and legal
documents pertaining to the ownership of the land upon which the Church was constructed.

Notes: CAIN No. 202614

Subject Access: Red Cross

United Church of Canada

Presbyterian

Bertha

Riverbank

church union

World War I

Accruals: Berbank Red Cross fonds (18-1997), Berbank Ladies Aid fonds (27-
1997), and Bertha School District fonds (8-1998 ).

Storage Location: 1997 accessions

Storage Range: 1997 accessions
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Art Gallery of Southwestern Manitoba fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4857

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 2-1998; 3-2001

GMD: multiple media

Date Range: 1904-1993; predominant 1960-1970

Physical Description: 1.2 m

History /
Biographical:

The Brandon Art Club was founded in November 1907, and operated in an art studio on the
top floor of the Brandon College Women's Residence. The club appears to have been the
creation of Miss. H. Hancock, who became the Director of the Department of Art at Brandon
College c. 1907. The club moved to larger facilities made available at the First Methodist
Church; the organization remained there until sometime during the Great War when the club
relocated to St. Paul's Presbyterian Church and then in 1921, to the Prince Edward Hotel. The
club's first public art exhibitions were held at the Prince Edward Hotel. Art classes were held
for the first time in 1928. In 1968, the Brandon Art Club merged with the Allied Arts Center,
which had been formed in 1959. The Allied Arts Center was located at 1036 Louise Avenue. In
April 1984, the Allied Arts Center was moved to new facilities at the Arts Center of Western
Manitoba located at 638 Princess Avenue. In 1989, it was renamed the Art Gallery of
Southwestern Manitoba, and began to function as a "professional, regional art gallery." The Art
Gallery of Southwestern Manitoba relocated to 2-710 Rosser Ave. c. 2001.

Custodial History:

These records were created at different times between 1907 and 1993, and remained in the
possession of the administration of the above mentioned organizations until May 2001, when
they where donated to the McKee Archives.

Scope and Content:

Fonds contains administrative records, minutes, personal files, correspondence, newsletters,
photographs, summaries of collections and exhibits, scrapbooks, programs, submitted
papers, and other miscellaneous records. All are a record of the growth and evolution of the Art
Club, its administration, and of the art community in Brandon.

Notes: CAIN No. 202584

Subject Access: H. Hancock

Brandon Allied Arts Council

Art Gallery of Southwestern Manitoba

Brandon College

Storage Location: 1998 accessions

Storage Range: 1998 accessions

Related Material: The A.E. McKenzie Company fonds (RG 3 MG 1, 1.3) located in the
McKee Archives contains some records, primarily correspondence and
minutes, relating to the Brandon Allied Arts Council.



B.J. Hales fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4838
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Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 31-1998

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1925-1927

Physical Description: 8 cm textual records

3 books

History /
Biographical:

Benjamin J. Hales was born in Peterborough, Ontario on November 24, 1868. Hales lived in
Peterborough until attending the University of Toronto, where he graduated in 1894. In 1897,
Hales travelled west to teach at Broadview, North West Territories. He moved to McGregor,
Manitoba in 1899, where he was Principal of the school, and in 1902, he moved to Hartney,
Manitoba. Between 1907 and 1911, Hales devoted his time to working for the provincial
Normal School that offered courses for prospective teachers in Portage La Prairie, Manitou,
and Brandon. In 1911, the normal courses were established in Brandon and Hales moved to
Brandon, where he resided for the rest of his life. Hales acted as the Principal of the Brandon
Normal School from 1912 until his retirement in 1938. B.J. Hales married Elizabeth Lewis of
Peterborough, who died in 1942. The couple had one daughter Marion Hales Doig. B.J. Hales
was a well-known naturalist and author of several texts dealing with prairie flora and fauna.
Hales also built a museum of Manitoban flora and fauna in the Normal School. Hales was an
alderman on Brandon City Council from 1920 to 1923, and served as the chairman of the city's
Parks Board from 1937 until his death in 1945. Hales was twice the president of the Western
Manitoba Teacher's Association, and once the head of the Manitoba Educational Association.
B.J. Hales was also a member of the First United Church and served on its board. He died on
December 23, 1945 at his home in Brandon.

Custodial History:

This fonds was accessioned by the McKee Archives in 1998. Previous custodial history is
unknown.

Scope and Content:

Fonds includes three books written by B.J. Hales, titled, "Selected Western Flora: Manitoba,
Saskatchewan, Alberta"(1925); "Prairie Birds"(1927); and "Forests and Trees"(1925), all
published in Toronto by The MacMillan Company of Canada. The fonds also includes two
books of field notes concerning specimens held in the Brandon Normal School Museum, as
well as a list of birds in the Atkinson Collection also located at the Brandon Normal School
Museum.

Notes: CAIN No. 202623

Subject Access: B.J. Hales

Brandon Normal School Museum

Atkinson Collection

flora

prairie birds

museums

trees

wild life

naturalist

Storage Location: 1998 accessions

Storage Range: 1998 accessions

S. J. McKee Archives p. 18

http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=setName%3a%22RG+5+Western+Manitoba+Manuscript+Collection%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=objectType%3a%22textual+records%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22B.J.+Hales%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22Brandon+Normal+School+Museum%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22Atkinson+Collection%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22flora%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22prairie+birds%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22museums%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22trees%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22wild+life%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22naturalist%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/#


Laurie V. Smith collection
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4837

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 37-1997

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1939-1986; predominant 1939-1949

Physical Description: 18 cm

History /
Biographical:

Laurie V. Smith served as the President of the Brandon Branch of the Royal Canadian Legion
during the 1940s.

Custodial History:

This fonds was accessioned by the McKee Archives in 1997. Prior custodial history is
unknown.

Scope and Content:

Fonds includes correspondence, policy documents, and publications relating to the activities
of the Royal Canadian Legion, primarily in Brandon under the Presidency of Laurie V. Smith,
during and after the Second World War. Prominant themes include the aquiring of gifts for
hospitalized veterans, primarily through the Canadian Legion Christmas Tree project, veteran
rehabilitation, and promotion of the Canadian Victory Loans project.

Notes: CAIN No. 202631

Subject Access: Canadian Legion

Sanatorium Board of Manitoba

The Legionary

Veterans

Legion Christmas Tree

Victory Loan

Canadian Legion War Services

Storage Location: 1997 accessions

Storage Range: 1997 accessions



International Toastmistress Club - Land O'Lakes Region fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4829

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 15-2002

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1963-1992

Physical Description: 1.75 m
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History /
Biographical:

The International Toastmistress Club was officially organized in October of 1938, in California
by Ernestine White. White thought that communication was the key to success in government,
business, and community service. The purpose of the club was to help women gain
communication and leadership skills. The North Central Region of the International
Toastmistress Club began with the formation of the Winnipeg Toastmistress Club in 1946-47.
This club was the first Toastmistress Club in Manitoba and the second club in Canada. The
idea of forming a Toastmistress Club in Winnipeg came partly from some members of the
Toastmaster Club in the city who had heard of the women's club formed in California. Other
North Central Toastmistress Clubs soon followed, including more clubs in Winnipeg, and
others throughout southern and central Manitoba, such as the Yellow Quill (Portage), Fort La
Bosse (Virden), Colleen (Killarney), Cornucopia (Neepawa), Dauphin, Prairie Horizons
(Brandon), Valley Echoes (Swan River), Urban Acres (Brandon), and Kinrossie (Souris)
Toastmistress Clubs. The North Central Region was renamed the Land O'Lakes Region in
1966. In 1985, the International Toastmistress Club became the International Training in
Communication organization.

Custodial History:

This fonds was deposited at the McKee Archives on June 2, 1995 by Marlene Brichon of
Brandon, Manitoba.

Scope and Content:

Fonds includes a scrapbook made by the Urban Acres Toastmistress Club of Brandon, which
spans the years 1963-1977. The scrapbook includes pictures, newspaper clippings, and
programs. The fonds also includes the minutes of the Urban Acres Club from 1973-1986 and
the club's reports from 1964-1986. A large number of newsletters such as the C4 News, Land
O'Lakes Schooner, Ten-Talk, The Communicator, Pieces of Eight, and The Gavel, running
from 1967-1990, as well as the official newsletter of the International Toastmistress Club
"Toastmistress" from 1963-1972 are included. Fonds contains a history of the Winnipeg
Toastmistress Club, as well as a history of the North Central Region, which later became the
Land O'Lakes Region. There are also brief histories of the Yellow Quill, Urban Acres,
Greenmantle, and Nellie McClung Toastmistress Clubs. Included in the fonds are bylaws and
standing rules of the Land O'Lakes clubs, as well as the charters of the Yellow Quill, Colleen,
Cornucopia, Fort La Bosse, Dauphin, and Prairie Horizons Clubs. A large part of the record
consists of the minutes from international and regional meetings for the years 1969 to 1988.
The fonds includes a public relations survey from the Land O'Lakes Region 1977-78,
evaluations of various council meetings, Land O'Lakes' agendas and budgets from 1980-
1985, and lists of Land O'Lakes executives. Finally, the fonds contains reports from various
Land O'Lakes clubs from 1968-1992, as well as Land O'Lakes rosters from 1979-1985.

Notes: CAIN No. 202594
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Subject Access: Thelma McClelland
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Storage Location: 2002 accessions

Storage Range: 2002 accessions

Reg Forbes collection
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4843

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 17-2002

GMD: multiple media

Date Range: 1970-1977; predominant 1975-1976

Physical Description: 5 m textual records; approx. 30 photographs
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History /
Biographical:

Reg Forbes was born September 16, 1924. He and his wife Clara have two children, Bob and
Faye. Forbes served in the Royal Canadian Air Force as a Navigator during World War II.
From 1945-1949, he attended the University of Manitoba where he received his B.Sc.A. While
working as Village Councillor and as Secretary-Treasurer for the Pilot Mound Hospital, Forbes
initiated the "Save the Soil Campaign," a soil conservation programme that became province-
wide, between 1952-1962.

From 1956-1975, Forbes was the Principal of the Agricultrual Extension Centre in Brandon,
where he reorganized the Adult Education Centre into the Agricultural Extension Centre.
During this period, Forbes was a founding member of the West-Man Regional Development
Corporation and a founder of the Manitoba Committee on Rural Leadership. He was also
instrumental in the amalgamation of the Royal Manitoba Winter Fair and the Provincial
Exhibition and in the resulting construction of the Keystone Centre.

From 1975-1977 Forbes was a Commissioner for the Grain Handling and Transportation
Commission (Hall Commission/GHTC). Following his work with the Commission, Forbes was
employed as the General Manager of the Provincial Exhibition of Manitoba (1977-1979), the
Director of the Grain Handling & Transportation Section of the Manitoba Department of
Agriculture (1979-1983), the Industrial Commissioner for the Brandon Industrial Commission
(1983-1986), and as the Westarc Group Inc. Project Director for delivery under contract of
Canadian Rural Transition Programme in Manitoba.

Forbes also held a number of voluntary and elected positions, such as Long-term Director and
President of the Royal Manitoba Winter Fair and of the Provincial Exhibition of Manitoba. In
1970-1971, he was the President of the Agricultural Institute of Canada, and from 1978-1981,
Forbes was the first chairman of the Agricultural Advisory Committee of the Canadian
Broadcasting Corportation. He was also a member of the Canada West Foundation Board,
the Brandon University Board of Governers (1974-1976), and the Federal-Provincial
Transportation and Industrial Development Advisory Committee (TIDAC). Forbes is also a
Fellow of the Agricultural Institute of Canada. In 1977, he received the Jubilee Medal and in
1987, he was given the Distinguished Agrologist Award by the Manitoba Institute of
Agrologists.

Custodial History:

Reg Forbes donated his working collection of briefs, correspondence and other documents
relating to his work as a commissioner of the Grain Handling and Transportation Committee
(GHTC) to the McKee Archives c. 1985.

Scope and Content:

The majority of the collection consists of records created and received by the Royal
Commission on Grain Handling and Transportation (GHTC). Included are documents detailing
numerious hearings from all four Western provinces. In addition to the GHTC hearings, there
are also a number of documents given to the GHTC as reference material. These include
information on the Snavely Commision, documents for the province of Alberta, various reports,
the Prairie Regional Studies in Economic Geography (No. 1-27) and General Information. The
collection also includes two maps given to the GHTC.

Notes: CAIN No. 202599. Description by Christy Henry.
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Fairfax United Church fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4819

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 42-1997

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1921-1970

Physical Description: 6 cm

History /
Biographical:

The Fairfax/Elgin United Church was formed in 1921, combining the Methodist (founded in
1889), and Presbyterian (founded in 1887) congregations in these communities. In 1968, the
Elgin and Souris congregations joined and, in 1969, the original Elgin United Church was sold
to the Fairfax Community Club.

Custodial History:

The fonds was accessioned by the McKee Archives in 1997. Prior custodial history is
unknown.

Scope and Content:

Fonds contains minute books (1922-1968), account books (1953-1970), account statements
(1966-68), one annual report (1967), and documents of insurance and property transfer (1960-
1970) concerning the Fairfax/Elgin United Church.

Notes: CAIN No. 202638

Subject Access: Harold W. Ritchie

C.H. Kirbyson

Ken L. Dobson

United Church

church union

rural history

rural development

religious history

Storage Location: 1997 accessions

Storage Range: 1997 accessions
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Chater Protestant School District fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4851

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 45-1997

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1892-1959

Physical Description: 22 cm

History /
Biographical:

The Chater Protestant School District was established in 1883, with the arrival of settlers in
southwestern Manitoba. In 1890, it became the Chater School District following school reform
in Manitoba. The original Protestant District school was a wooden structure constructed in the
village of Chater a few miles east of Brandon, Manitoba. In 1906, funds were raised for the
building of a cement structure to replace the original wooden one. The Chater School District
was dissolved in 1966, but the school house continued to serve as a community center until
1973, when it was demolished.

Custodial History:

This fonds was accessioned by the McKee Archives in 1997. Prior custodial history is
unknown.

Scope and Content:

Fonds includes minutes of the School Trustees (1891-1931, 1940-1959), teaching contracts
(1937-1957), financial records of the school (1939-1958), a booklet titled "The Public School
Act, The Education Department Act, The School Attendance Act, The Teachers Retirement
Allowances Act"(1954), and a collection of school registers (1912-13, 1915-49, 1954-55,
1957-58) from the Chater School District. Included within the minute books of the Chater
School District are financial records for the "Chater Association of Patrons of Industry, charter
# 3532" (1891-1895). Also included is an ink stamp reading "Chater Protestant School
District, No. 181, Manitoba Canada."

Notes: CAIN No. 202640

Subject Access: Chater
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Storage Location: 1997 accessions

Storage Range: 1997 accessions
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Western Manitoba Centennial Auditorium collection
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4848

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 1-1998

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1966-1968

Physical Description: 6 cm

History /
Biographical:

The construction of the Western Manitoba Centennial Auditorium was considered first during a
meeting of the Brandon City Council in 1953. In 1962, the City of Brandon was given
permission by Manitoba Premier Duff Roblin to proceed with the construction of the auditorium
as a centennial project to celebrate Canada's centennial in 1967. Constructed on the Brandon
University campus, the auditorium was completed in early 1969.

Custodial History:

This collection was accessioned by the McKee Archives in 1998. Previous custodial history is
unknown.

Scope and Content:

Collection consists of one scrapbook with newspaper clippings and pamphlets about the
Western Manitoba Centennial Auditorium and its construction.

Notes: CAIN No. 202571

Subject Access: Princess Alexandra

Mr. D. R. MacKay

Mayor Magnacca
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James Buckley fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4830

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 11-2004

GMD: multiple media

Date Range: 1906-1939; predominant 1918-1939

Physical Description: 3.5 cm textual records; one postcard; one key

History /
Biographical:

James Buckley was born in Arnprior, Ontario in 1877. He moved to Manitoba in 1904. In 1906,
he settled in Brandon, Manitoba where he was employed as a Canadian Pacific Railway
conductor for thirty-six years. In the same year he arrived in Brandon, Buckley married Helenea
Stavenaw. Togerher they had two daughters Ruth and Margaret. James Buckley was a
member of the Brotherhood of Railway Conductors and the Knights of Columbus. He passed
away in Brandon, Manitoba on December 8, 1957.

Custodial History:

Fonds passed into the hands of Buckley's daughter Margaret following the death of Helenea
(Stavenaw) Buckley in 1959. Following Margaret's death the fonds was retained by Lesley
Liversidge who donated the fonds to the Daly House Museum in 2004. The Museum then
donated the fonds to the McKee Archives.

Scope and Content:

Fonds includes Conductors' Local Passenger tariff No. C 6 Brandon to Moose Jaw in effect
June 23, 1918; Constitution of Railway Conductors of America revised and adopted May 4,
1925; CPR Rules for Heating, Ventilating, Lighting and for operation of water rising system on
passenger equipment, revised January 1924; Souvenir, Canada's Great Inland Port Fort
William and Port Arthur [n.d.] 127 illustrations; poster The Spirit of 1918: Sticking To It,
supplement to The Graphic, The Railway Conductor, July, 1939 Royal Visit Edition;
Wonderland of Canada, The Rocky Mountains Specially Selected Views of the Canadian
Rockies on the Canadian Pacific Line, photographs by WM Notman & Son. Valentine & Sons,
Publishing Company, Montreal and Toronto[n.d.]; Over the Kettle Valley Route British
Columbia published for Canadian Pacific Railway News Service 20 pp. [n.d.]; postcard with
steam engine traveling through a flooded rail-line and CNR key.

Notes: CAIN No. 202582

Subject Access: James Buckley

Canadian Pacific Railway Company

railways

transportation

Storage Location: 2004 accessions

Storage Range: 2004 accessions



Westman Coalition on Equality Rights in the Canadian
Constitution fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4878

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection
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Description Level: Fonds

Accession Number: 9-2004

4-2011

GMD: multiple media

Date Range: 1987-1999

Physical Description: 1.2 m textual records

9 video tapes

History /
Biographical:

In 1988, Sheila Doig was the Rural Liaison Coordinator for the Manitoba Action Committee on
the Status of Women. That winter, she travelled to Crystal City, Manitoba, to meet with a group
of women that included Verna Menzies. At the meeting, the women were concerned about the
efforts of Prime Minister Brian Mulroney to amend the Constitution so that Quebec would sign
on. They believed that the amending document, The Meech Lake Accord, would jeopardize
women’s rights under the Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

Thus began a chain of events that resulted in the formation of The Westman Coalition for
Equality Rights under The 1987 Meech Lake Accord. The group became known simply as The
Westman Coalition. During the years 1988-1990, these women—almost all grassroots rural
women with no special training in things constitutional—met with and lobbied politicians, other
feminists, and the public in order to change Meech Lake or defeat it.

There were many high points to this campaign. Sheila conducted an extensive tour of rural and
northern Manitoba, recruiting women to express their concerns in writing to Ottawa. The
Coalition presented briefs to the Manitoba hearings and to the Charest Commmission. They
were only permitted to appear at the latter after they picketed the hearings in Winnipeg and
demanded that women be heard. They were courted by the national media for comments, and
became adept at handling interviews and public appearances.

After much turmoil, in June 1990, Meech Lake was defeated in the Manitoba legislature by
Elijah Harper on behalf of Aboriginal peoples, who had largely been left out of the constitutional
debate. The Coalition was there to support him and to show the face of women, who also felt
that they had not been heard.

This should have been the end of Canada’s constitutional debate, but Prime Minister Mulroney
was determined to succeed where others had failed, and so a new process (the Charlottetown
Accord, as it became known) was soon under way to bring Quebec into the fold by amending
the Constitution. This time there was endless consultation with the public, and the women
scrambled to respond to the many commissions and hearings. There were the Spicer
Commission, the Manitoba hearings, the Dobbie/Beaudoin committee and so on. Finally,
there were five (and later, six) constitutional conferences to be held around the country.
Ordinary Canadians would be invited to apply to attend, and they would be chosen randomly.

The women were invited to 5 of the 6 conferences. Just a coincidence of random selection? Or
a consequence of their high profile in the debate? They thought the latter. In any event, Terri
Deller, Kady Denton, Paula Mallea and Sheila Doig all attended at various venues and
advanced the position of women on equality rights and on the other issues on the table.

A high point of this second campaign was the visit to Brandon of Marcelle Dolment from
Quebec City. As one of the few vocal feminists in Quebec who opposed the new Charlottetown
proposal, she was a precious ally. She came to meet with the women, forge solidarity, and
show that French and English, Quebec and The Rest of Canada, were capable of meeting and
coming to agreement.

Sheila conducted another rural tour in 1992, and also attended the Annual General Meeting of
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Sheila conducted another rural tour in 1992, and also attended the Annual General Meeting of
the National Action Committee on the Status of Women, where she felt she was given short
shrift.

The women were discouraged on many fronts during this campaign. They were out of pocket
many thousands of dollars, and the promised funding from the Secretary of State for the Status
of Women was finally denied. As well, despite herculean efforts to put their position to
politicians and the media, the women felt again as though they were not being heard.

By this time, the Coalition had developed a position on all of the salient issues under the
Charlottetown process: property rights, distinct society, an interpretative clause, equal
representation of women in the Senate, the economic agenda and the Canada Clause. In the
summer of 1992, Canadians were finally shown the text of the Charlottetown Accord and were
told that they would be voting on it in a referendum, even though the text was not in its final
form.

The women waged a final campaign asking people to vote “No” to the Charlottetown
proposals. Politicians, business leaders, many academics and constitutional experts were
saying that “No” would mean immediate Quebec separation and the breakdown of the country.
The same had been said of Meech Lake. The women of the Coalition did not believe that the
country was so frail, and they were proved right. On October 26, 1992, the country voted “No”.

Secretary of State finally came through with funding to cover the Coalition’s many expenses,
thanks largely to the efforts of M.P. Lee Clark.

Sheila Doig was awarded the prestigious Governor General’s Award in Commemoration of
the Person’s Case for her work on behalf of rural women. Paula was given the Manitoba
Human Rights Award for her work on the constitution.

All of the women who were involved in the Meech and Charlottetown campaigns felt that their
lives had been changed by the experience. Like ordinary Canadians everywhere, they did not
believe that they could have any real influence over constitutional affairs, much less national
politics. They knew nothing about constitutions or the law of the Charter, but they educated
themselves on the issues, and became articulate and incisive advocates. They were fearless
in front of Prime Ministers and news anchors. They entered corridors of power that they had
never thought possible. They were, then and now, a force to be reckoned with.

The Westman Coalition became Women for Equality (WE) after the Charlottetown campaign.
They met for many years every week to discuss the issues of the day. Then, as various
members dispersed, the group waned. A new crisis threatening the equality rights of women,
however, would surely revive what was once a powerful grassroots lobby.

Custodial History:

Paula Mallea was using the records in accession 9-2004 to write a book on the Westman
Coalition on Equality Rights ("The Fight for Women's Rights: Meech, Charlottetown and
Manitoba women" published 2005). Once she was finished with the records, her husband,
former president of Brandon University John Mallea, delivered three boxes of records to the
Archives in 2004. A small number of photographs were donated later.

The records in accession 4-2011 were originally in the possession of Shiela (Doig) Kingham.
They were given to Terri Deller who donated them to the McKee Archives in 2011.
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Scope and Content:

Accession 9-2004 (96 cm textual records, 9 video tapes - 1987-1993) contains the records of
the Westman Coalition on Equality Rights in the Canadian Constitution including newspaper
clippings 1988-1991, dealing with the Meech Lake Accord and the Charlottetown Accord and
the failed ratification of both; meeting notes and agendas of the Coalition 1987-1993;
miscellaneous documents dealing with Canadian constitutional reform circa 1988-1993;
documents related to the Manitoba Task Force on Meech Lake; correspondence 1987-1993;
budget matters; rural tour by Coalition members; constitutional proposals development and
submitted by the Coalition; miscellaneous files relating to Meech Lake and Charlottetown; a
file dealing with Manitoba first-wave feminist Nellie McClung; and published commentary on
the Charlottetown Accord.

Accession 9-2004 also contains 2 video tapes of an interview conducted with Elsie
McLaughlin, niece of Nellie McClung, as well as 7 additional video tapes consisting of panels
with Coalition members, information sessions, Meech Lake workshops, the Westman
Coalition meeting with Jean Chretien and Sheila Doig receiving the Governor General's
Award.

Accession 4-2011 (6.5 cm textual records - 1989-1999) consists of the records of the
Westman Coalition on Equality Rights in the Canadian Constitution including notes on the
origin and activities of the Coalition; a grant application - 1992 - by the Coalition; Coalition
proposals and lobbying stragegies concerning the Meech Lake Accord; a brief to the Special
Committee on the Companion Resolution to Meech April 1990; a brief to the Manitona All-
Party Task Force on the Meech Lake Constitutional Accord, April 1990; a brief to the Dobbie
Commission, November 1991; correspondence, clippings and e-mails concerning Coalition
activities; book drafts - history of the Coalition - Paula Mallea, February 1996 and spring 1996;
a brief to the Manitoba Legislative Task Force on Canadian Unity [nd]; copies of letters "Rural
Tour" 1992; and several published sources on constitutional matters.

Notes: History/Bio information provided by Paula Mallea. See Paula Mallea, The
Fight for Women's Rights: Meech, Charlottetown and Manitoba Women
(Kagawong, Ont.: Paula Mallea, 2005).

Name Access: Paula Mallea

Shiela Doig

Shiela Kingham

Mary Annis

Terri Deller

Kady Denton

Subject Access: women's rights

Storage Location: 2004 accessions

2011 accessions

Related Material: Brandon Chapter - Manitoba Action Committee on the Status of Women

Arrangement:

For accession 9-2004
Box 1

File 1 Meech Westman Coalition
File 2 Correspondence 87-91
File 3 Clippings 87-88
File 4 Budget meech
File 5 Rural Tour Meech
File 6 Final Document 1990
File 7 Minutes and Correspondence Meech
File 8 Meech lake Correspondence
File 9 Correspondence
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File 9 Correspondence
File 10 Meech – Our Own Stories

Box 2

File 1 Meech cartoons
File 2 Meech Effects on Economy
File 3 Meech proposed legislation and early Responses
File 4 Meech Charest Committee
File 5 Analysis and Clippings 1989
File 6 Clippings January - February 1990
File 7 Clippings March - April 1990
File 8 Clippings May 1990
File 9 Clippings June 1990

Box 3

File 1 Meech – General Information – members, terms of reference
File 2 Nellie McClung
File 3 Coalition Financial
File 4 Coalition Financial
File 5 Manitoba Task Force on Meech
File 6 Books on Meech
File 7 Miscellaneous Meech
File 8 Miscellaneous c. 1990
File 9 Meech miscellaneous

Box 4

File 1 Shiela’s (Doig)Rural Tour fall 87’
File 2 Actions for Change - women
File 3 Charter of Rights
File 4 WE Meetings 1993
File 5 WE & WC correspondence
File 6 Meech WE analysis
File 7 Addresses
File 8 Petition

Box 5

File 1 Meech miscellaneous
File 2 Westman Coalition 1987
File 3 Women for Equality 1993
File 4 Womens’ Centre

Tapes and recordings

Box 6

File 1 Meetings 1992
File 2 Correspondence 92-93
File 3 Fundraising general
File 4 Minutes 1992
File 5 Miscellaneous
File 6 Charlottetown documents for book
File 7 CBC Commentary 1992
File 8 Charlottetown Bulletins
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File 9 Referendum

Box 7

File 1 Charlottetown & referendum clippings
File 2 Charlottetown – Manitoba task Force
File 3 Charlottetown Conferences
File 4 First Peoples and the Constitution 1992 – Report
File 5 Report of the special Joint Committee on a Renewed Canada 1992
File 6 Charlottetown – Lobbying
File 7 Charlottetown – Rural letters
File 8 Charlottetown – correspondence
File 9 Press Releases 1992

Box 8

File 1 WC Brief 1991
File 2 Charlottetown – clippings March 92-November 92
File 3 Published Analysis and Commentary on Charlottetown
File 4 Published Analysis and Commentary on Charlottetown
File 5 Published Analysis and Commentary on Charlottetown
File 6 Photographs and Press clippings related to the activities of the organization
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