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William J. Birtles fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4813

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 7-2003

GMD: multiple media

Date Range: c. 1880; c. 1935-2001

Physical Description: 4 photographs;
2 biographical sketches

History /
Biographical:

William Birtles was born in Alexander, Manitoba in 1930. He received his early education at
Alexander School. In 1948, he completed grade 12 at St. John's College School in Winnipeg.
He undertook formal training in art, beginning in 1949, at the Winnipeg School of Art. In 1952,
he graduated from the Manitoba Provincial Normal School. After teaching school in Winnipeg
for three years, Birtles completed a Bachelor of Fine Arts with a major in Sculpture in 1958. He
obtained a Bachelor of Education from the University of Manitoba in 1970. Throughout his
adult years, Birtles taught in various Manitoba communities, was active as an artist, showing
his work and winning awards. He was also active in the Manitoba Society of Artists and
associated provincial organizations. Birtles is retired and is a resident of Winnipeg, Manitoba.

Custodial History:

All of the items in the fonds were in the possession of William Birtles until their donation to the
McKee Archives in 2003.

Scope and Content:

Fonds consists of photographs of Ms. Sarah Birtles, Rt. Rev W.W.H. Thomas D.D, the Thomas
Smith farmhouse located northwest of Alexander, and a postcard containing a photograph of
Westminster Abbey. Fonds also contains two biographical sketches written by William Birtles:
one of Ms. Sarah Birtles - three pages - and one of Rt. Rev. W.W. H. Thomas D.D - six pages.
Also includes the program of the Composite Lodge No. 64 G.R.M., A.F. & A.M. sixty-fifth
Anniversary (Alexander, MB 1961).

Notes: CAIN No. 202569

Subject Access: Sarah Birtles

Rt. Rev. W.W.H. Thomas D.D

Thomas Smith

Alexander

Manitoba

farmhouse

masonic lodge

Storage Location: 2003 accessions

Storage Range: 2003 accessions
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Binscarth Women's Institute fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4862

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 12-1997

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1928-1988; predominant 1928-1967

Physical Description: 13 cm

History /
Biographical:

The Binscarth Women's Institute began in 1928, as a division of the Manitoba Women's
Institute. It was organized for rural women to come together in a social setting. The members of
the Institute participated in fund raising for community projects initiated by the Institute. The
Institute also undertook to organize community events. The last meeting of the Binscarth
Women's Institute took place in 1967. The organization was never formally dissolved.

Custodial History:

This fonds was accessioned in 1997 by the McKee Archives. Prior custodial history is
unknown.

Scope and Content:

Fonds contains minutes, financial records, and other material created by the Binscarth
Women's Institute from its creation in 1928, to its final gathering in 1967. Aside from minutes
and financial records, the fonds contains records of the Canadian Centennial celebrations of
1967, planned by the Institute.

Notes: CAIN No. 202583. Description by Robyn Mitchell.

Subject Access: W.C. Honey

Ethel Burnett

YWCA

Manitoba Department of Agriculture

Rural women

Centennial

Storage Location: 1997 accessions

Storage Range: 1997 accessions

Related Material: Related women's institute collections in the McKee Archives include:

Manitoba Women's Institute; Minnedosa Women's Institute; Cordova
Women's Institute; Clanwilliam Women's Institute; Rathwell Women's
Institute; Strathclair Women's Institute; Crocus Women's Institute;
Southwest A Region - Manitoba Women's Institute; Douglas Women's
Institute



Keystone Centre development and construction fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4854

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection


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Accession Number: 22-1998

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1957-1974; predominant 1970-1974

Physical Description: 36 cm

History /
Biographical:

The idea of the Keystone Centre was first mentioned in 1958, at a meeting of the board of
directors of the Manitoba Winter Fair. The Manitoba Winter Fair wanted a new facility because
the old Wheat City Arena had a leaking roof and a deteriorating west wall. The old facility also
had limited space and the Winter Fair felt it needed more space for expansion. The Provincial
Exhibition of Manitoba also had problems with their facilities, such as old barns and poor
display areas. The idea of the Keystone Centre was put on hold until 1969, when the boards of
the Provincial Exhibition and the Manitoba Winter Fair joined together as the Provincial
Exhibition Association of Manitoba and the Wheat City Arena was sold and demolished. The
original estimate for the cost of the Keystone Centre facilities was $4.5 million and funding
would be proportioned so that the federal and provincial governments would each put in one-
third of the money, with the rest coming from local donations. The financial campaign for the
Keystone Centre began in 1970, and construction began in November 1970. The grand
opening of the Centre was in March 1973, and coincided with the Royal Manitoba Winter Fair
of that year.

Custodial History:

This fonds was accessioned by the McKee Archives in 1998. Prior custodial history is
unknown.

Scope and Content:

Fonds contains many folders full of correspondence, financial statements, meeting minutes
and other documents relating to the development and construction of the Keystone Centre from
1970-1974, including those from the Keystone Executive Committee, as well as the Building
Committee. Fonds also contains one folder that pertains to the Brandon Area Agricultural
Development Survey from 1959. This folder contains the names and locations of all farmers in
the Brandon area in 1959. The Brandon Area Agricultural Development Survey was created in
1959, in order to make farming in the Brandon area more profitable. The survey was aided by
Doane Agricultural Service from St. Louis, Missouri, who had success creating agricultural
development programs in the United States. Fonds also contains folders from the Provincial
Exhibition with correspondence, pamphlets, estimates, and studies from the 1960's. There is
also one folder belonging to the Manitoba Winter Fair, which contains correspondence and
financial statements relating to the Wheat City Arena. Fonds also contains information
pertaining to the proposals made in the 1960's, for the building of the Keystone Centre, as well
as one folder about the Keystone campaign from 1970-73. There is also one folder about the
opening of the Keystone Centre, which contains newspaper clippings and guest lists. Finally,
the fonds contains information about a court case involving Albert Bobyk and Robert Stewart.
Stewart was the project manager for the Building Committee and Bobyk worked on the
Keystone Center. The fonds includes a report about the trial of the two men who were charged
with fraud involving their work on the Keystone Centre.

Notes: CAIN No. 202608
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Subject Access: Ray Forbes

Fred McGuinness

Brandon Area Agricultural Development Survey

Doane Agricultural Service Inc

Agricultural & Homemaking School of Brandon

Royal Manitoba Winter Fair

Provincial Exhibition of Manitoba

South-Western District Agricultural Society

4-H

Manitoba Department of Agriculture

City of Brandon

Keystone Committee

Keystone Building Committee

agriculture

architecture

exhibitions

swine farming

sheep farming

cereal grain farming

rural life

winter fairs

Storage Location: 1998 accessions

Storage Range: 1998 accessions
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United Grain Growers collection
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4822

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 48-1997

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1922-1937

Physical Description: 3 cm

History /
Biographical:

The United Grain Growers, a farmer controlled co-operative elevator association, was
established in 1917, with the amalgamation of the Grain Growers Grain Company (1906), and
the Alberta Farmer's Co-operative Elevator company (1913). Its original purpose was to
provide a co-operative alternative to privately owned grain elevators.

Custodial History:

This collection was accessioned by the McKee Archives in 1997. Prior custodial history is
unknown.

Scope and Content:

Collection includes copies of correspondence between T.A. Crerar, President of United Grain
Growers and Colin Burnell, President, Manitoba Co-operative Wheat Producers (1925-26);
correspondence directed to the Shareholders of United Grain Growers (1926-38); minutes of a
meeting between representatives of the United Grain Growers and the provincial wheat pools
(1937); as well as a variety of publications about the history and activities of the United Grain
Growers (1917-18, 1927, 1929, 1951, 1956).

Notes: CAIN No. 202642. Description by Christy Henry.

Subject Access: T.A. Crerar

Colin H. Burnell

R.S. Law

Grain Growers Guide

Elevators

Agriculture

Manitoba

Storage Location: 1997 accessions

Storage Range: 1997 accessions



Reg Forbes collection
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4843

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 17-2002

GMD: multiple media

Date Range: 1970-1977; predominant 1975-1976

Physical Description: 5 m textual records; approx. 30 photographs


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History /
Biographical:

Reg Forbes was born September 16, 1924. He and his wife Clara have two children, Bob and
Faye. Forbes served in the Royal Canadian Air Force as a Navigator during World War II.
From 1945-1949, he attended the University of Manitoba where he received his B.Sc.A. While
working as Village Councillor and as Secretary-Treasurer for the Pilot Mound Hospital, Forbes
initiated the "Save the Soil Campaign," a soil conservation programme that became province-
wide, between 1952-1962.

From 1956-1975, Forbes was the Principal of the Agricultrual Extension Centre in Brandon,
where he reorganized the Adult Education Centre into the Agricultural Extension Centre.
During this period, Forbes was a founding member of the West-Man Regional Development
Corporation and a founder of the Manitoba Committee on Rural Leadership. He was also
instrumental in the amalgamation of the Royal Manitoba Winter Fair and the Provincial
Exhibition and in the resulting construction of the Keystone Centre.

From 1975-1977 Forbes was a Commissioner for the Grain Handling and Transportation
Commission (Hall Commission/GHTC). Following his work with the Commission, Forbes was
employed as the General Manager of the Provincial Exhibition of Manitoba (1977-1979), the
Director of the Grain Handling & Transportation Section of the Manitoba Department of
Agriculture (1979-1983), the Industrial Commissioner for the Brandon Industrial Commission
(1983-1986), and as the Westarc Group Inc. Project Director for delivery under contract of
Canadian Rural Transition Programme in Manitoba.

Forbes also held a number of voluntary and elected positions, such as Long-term Director and
President of the Royal Manitoba Winter Fair and of the Provincial Exhibition of Manitoba. In
1970-1971, he was the President of the Agricultural Institute of Canada, and from 1978-1981,
Forbes was the first chairman of the Agricultural Advisory Committee of the Canadian
Broadcasting Corportation. He was also a member of the Canada West Foundation Board,
the Brandon University Board of Governers (1974-1976), and the Federal-Provincial
Transportation and Industrial Development Advisory Committee (TIDAC). Forbes is also a
Fellow of the Agricultural Institute of Canada. In 1977, he received the Jubilee Medal and in
1987, he was given the Distinguished Agrologist Award by the Manitoba Institute of
Agrologists.

Custodial History:

Reg Forbes donated his working collection of briefs, correspondence and other documents
relating to his work as a commissioner of the Grain Handling and Transportation Committee
(GHTC) to the McKee Archives c. 1985.

Scope and Content:

The majority of the collection consists of records created and received by the Royal
Commission on Grain Handling and Transportation (GHTC). Included are documents detailing
numerious hearings from all four Western provinces. In addition to the GHTC hearings, there
are also a number of documents given to the GHTC as reference material. These include
information on the Snavely Commision, documents for the province of Alberta, various reports,
the Prairie Regional Studies in Economic Geography (No. 1-27) and General Information. The
collection also includes two maps given to the GHTC.

Notes: CAIN No. 202599. Description by Christy Henry.
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Subject Access: Justice Hall

Canadian Pacific Railway

Canadian National Railway

Grains Group

Royal Commissions

Agriculture

Grain Trade

Railroad Transportation

Storage Location: 2002 accessions

Storage Range: 2002 accessions

S. J. McKee Archives p. 8

http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22Justice+Hall%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22Canadian+Pacific+Railway%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22Canadian+National+Railway%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22Grains+Group%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22Royal+Commissions%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22Agriculture%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22Grain+Trade%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22Railroad+Transportation%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/#

	William J. Birtles fonds
	http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4813

	Binscarth Women's Institute fonds
	http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4862

	Keystone Centre development and construction fonds
	http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4854

	United Grain Growers collection
	http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4822

	Reg Forbes collection
	http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4843


