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Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 45-1997

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1892-1959

Physical Description: 22 cm

History /
Biographical:

The Chater Protestant School District was established in 1883, with the arrival of settlers in
southwestern Manitoba. In 1890, it became the Chater School District following school reform
in Manitoba. The original Protestant District school was a wooden structure constructed in the
village of Chater a few miles east of Brandon, Manitoba. In 1906, funds were raised for the
building of a cement structure to replace the original wooden one. The Chater School District
was dissolved in 1966, but the school house continued to serve as a community center until
1973, when it was demolished.

Custodial History:

This fonds was accessioned by the McKee Archives in 1997. Prior custodial history is
unknown.

Scope and Content:

Fonds includes minutes of the School Trustees (1891-1931, 1940-1959), teaching contracts
(1937-1957), financial records of the school (1939-1958), a booklet titled "The Public School
Act, The Education Department Act, The School Attendance Act, The Teachers Retirement
Allowances Act"(1954), and a collection of school registers (1912-13, 1915-49, 1954-55,
1957-58) from the Chater School District. Included within the minute books of the Chater
School District are financial records for the "Chater Association of Patrons of Industry, charter
# 3532" (1891-1895). Also included is an ink stamp reading "Chater Protestant School
District, No. 181, Manitoba Canada."

Notes: CAIN No. 202640

Subject Access: Chater

Patrons of Industry

Public Schooling

Public Schools

Agrarian organizations

Storage Location: 1997 accessions

Storage Range: 1997 accessions
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Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 31-1998

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1925-1927

Physical Description: 8 cm textual records

3 books

History /
Biographical:

Benjamin J. Hales was born in Peterborough, Ontario on November 24, 1868. Hales lived in
Peterborough until attending the University of Toronto, where he graduated in 1894. In 1897,
Hales travelled west to teach at Broadview, North West Territories. He moved to McGregor,
Manitoba in 1899, where he was Principal of the school, and in 1902, he moved to Hartney,
Manitoba. Between 1907 and 1911, Hales devoted his time to working for the provincial
Normal School that offered courses for prospective teachers in Portage La Prairie, Manitou,
and Brandon. In 1911, the normal courses were established in Brandon and Hales moved to
Brandon, where he resided for the rest of his life. Hales acted as the Principal of the Brandon
Normal School from 1912 until his retirement in 1938. B.J. Hales married Elizabeth Lewis of
Peterborough, who died in 1942. The couple had one daughter Marion Hales Doig. B.J. Hales
was a well-known naturalist and author of several texts dealing with prairie flora and fauna.
Hales also built a museum of Manitoban flora and fauna in the Normal School. Hales was an
alderman on Brandon City Council from 1920 to 1923, and served as the chairman of the city's
Parks Board from 1937 until his death in 1945. Hales was twice the president of the Western
Manitoba Teacher's Association, and once the head of the Manitoba Educational Association.
B.J. Hales was also a member of the First United Church and served on its board. He died on
December 23, 1945 at his home in Brandon.

Custodial History:

This fonds was accessioned by the McKee Archives in 1998. Previous custodial history is
unknown.

Scope and Content:

Fonds includes three books written by B.J. Hales, titled, "Selected Western Flora: Manitoba,
Saskatchewan, Alberta"(1925); "Prairie Birds"(1927); and "Forests and Trees"(1925), all
published in Toronto by The MacMillan Company of Canada. The fonds also includes two
books of field notes concerning specimens held in the Brandon Normal School Museum, as
well as a list of birds in the Atkinson Collection also located at the Brandon Normal School
Museum.

Notes: CAIN No. 202623

Subject Access: B.J. Hales
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Storage Location: 1998 accessions

Storage Range: 1998 accessions
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