
S. J. McKee Archives

Hubert Weidenhamer collection
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions12347

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 6-2011

GMD: multiple media

Date Range: April 11, 1943 - July 4, 1945

Physical Description: 4 cm textual records (48 letters)

2 photographs

press clippings and several facimiles

Physical Condition: Good

History /
Biographical:

Hubert Clayton Weidenhamer was born near Dand, Manitoba in 1926. He was raised in Dand
and attended school in the Dand Consolidated School District. Weidenhamer enlisted in the
Canadian Army in 1943. He became a member of the Priness Patricia's Canadian Light
Infantry. Following training in Canada and England Weidenhamer was sent to Italy. He was
badly wounded in battle in mid-September and died of his injuries in November 1944 at age
21. He was buried in the Ancona Military Cemetery, Ancona Italy.

Custodial History:

These records were in the possession of Bea Chapin (née Weidenhamer) following their
creation in the 1940s until they were donated to the S. J. McKee Archives in January 2011.

Scope and Content:

Collection consists of correspondence from Hubert Clayton Weidenhamer to his sister Bea.
The letters begin in the spring of 1943. Weidenhamer had enlisted in the Canadian Army in
January 1943. His letters detail his induction into miltary life in Fort Garry, Winnipeg and his
training experience in Canada, principally at Camp Ipperwash, Lambton County, Ontario. He
relates his experience of travels on leave to Detriot. Weidenhamer left Canada from Halifax in
late 1943 and arrived in Great Britain in December for additional military training. In England,
maintaining his morale, waiting for deployment, and coming to terms with British currency were
challenges. Transferred to the Princess Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry, Weidenhamer was
deployed to Italy in March 1944. The letters dating from March 1944 to September relate in
oblique fashion his's experience of military life on the Italian frontier as the Canadian Army
fought its way north - "hard fighting" - and the impact of the war on Italian cities and the
countryside. He was "proud" of his conduct in action. Weidenhamer's last letter is dated
September 11, 1944.

Collection also includes correspondence on Weidenhamer's behalf from his military Chaplin;
two press clippings dealing with his military career, and several facimiles of telegrams and
correspondence from the Canadian government officials related to Weidenhamer's death and
burial in Italy.

Notes: Description by Tom Mitchell.
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Name Access: Princess Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry

Camp Ipperwash

Princess Pat's

Subject Access: World War II

Second World War

military service

military personnel

Italian theatre

Storage Location: 2011 accessions

Maureen Johnson collection
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions9012

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 10-2009, 14-2009

GMD: multiple media

Date Range: 1908-c.1965; predominant 1915-1921

Physical Description: 32 photographs

1 sound recording

2 cm textual records

Material Details: 17 photographs are digital records

History /
Biographical:

Maureen Johnson (nee Sills) was born in Brandon, MB in 1936 and grew up in western
Manitoba. She spent three years in Ethiopia (1958-1961) and two years in Houston, Texas
before taking up permanent residence in Winnipeg, MB. She attended Brandon College in
1953-1954, living in the Tower Room of Clark Hall.

From 1960-1979, Johnson raised her family, volunteered in the St. Vital community and was
Secretary to the Manitoba Schools Science Symposium (1973-1977). She worked in the
Office of the President at the University of Manitoba from 1980 to 1996.

Johnson is a visual artist and photographer, and is a member of the Winnipeg Sketch Club,
Manitoba Society of Artists and Winnipeg South Photo Club. Her work is on permanent display
at Medea Gallery (www.medeagallery.ca) where she has been a member since 1985. She
also has work in the Rental Program at the Winnipeg Art Gallery.

For biographical information on Sarah Persis Darrach see RG 1 Brandon College fonds,
Series 9: Clark Hall women's residence.
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Custodial History:

The original photographs in accession 10-2009 are in the custody of Maureen Johnson in
Winnipeg, MB. Copies were digitally scanned by Johnson and sent to the Archives in March
2009. The 1921 photographs of Brandon College students were given to Johnson by Eileen
McKenzie, her aunt, who attended Brandon College at that time. The photos of Sarah Persis
Darrach (Johnson's great-aunt and maternal grandmother's sister) are from her family albums.

All of the records in accession 14-2009, except for the 1920 Quill and the Clark Hall Rules
1912, were collected by Johnson during her time at Brandon College. The Quill issue belonged
to Johnson's aunt Eileen McKenzie, a student at Brandon College in the early 1920s. The
records were in Johnson's possession at her home until their donation to the McKee Archives
in May 2009.

Scope and Content:

Accession 10-2009 consists of seventeen digital photographs. Seven photographs are of
Sarah Persis Darrach (nee Johnson), taken primarily during her time as a nursing sister during
World War I. Two photographs are of Eileen McKenzie. The remaining photographs depict
students and student activities at Brandon College in the early 1920s.

Accession 14-2009 consists of a copy of the sound recording and program for Mr. College
Spirit, a musical comedy presented by the Brandon College Literary Board and written by
James Struthers and Kenneth Gunning. Accession also includes fifteen photographs from
1953-1954, when Johnson attended Brandon College. Subjects include: Freshie King and
Queen; Graduation Banquets (1955, 1956); senior and lady sticks; Jim Casey Trophy; Grand
March 1954; Capettes basketball team 1954; Glee Club 1953; Variety Night - Men's Chorus;
Caps Football Team; Caps Hockey Team 1954; Cheerleaders 1954; Caps Basketball 1954;
and Touques.

Textual records include graduation banquet and commencement programs, news clippings,
programs for Variety Night and Be Your Age, a list of football cheers and a copy of the Fall
Number of the 1920 Quill. Textual records also include two color photocopies: Clark Hall Rules
1912 and Johnson's Arts and Science Departments, Brandon College Registration card.

Notes: History/Bio information and Custodial History provided by Maureen
Johnson (April 2009). A review of the play, written by Kay Rowe,
appeared in the March 6, 1953 issue of the Quill.

Name Access: Sarah Persis Darrach

Eileen McKenzie

Brandon College

Brandon General Hospital

Subject Access: World War I

First World War

student activities

snowshoeing

Location Original: Maureen Johnson (Winnipeg)

Storage Location: T:\Library\Archives\Shared.02\photos\2009 Accessions

Related Material: RG 1 Brandon College fonds, Series 9: Clark Hall women's residence

MG 1 1.9 Sarah Persis Darrach fonds

MG 2 2.4 James Struthers fonds
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Laurie V. Smith collection
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4837

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 37-1997

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1939-1986; predominant 1939-1949

Physical Description: 18 cm

History /
Biographical:

Laurie V. Smith served as the President of the Brandon Branch of the Royal Canadian Legion
during the 1940s.

Custodial History:

This fonds was accessioned by the McKee Archives in 1997. Prior custodial history is
unknown.

Scope and Content:

Fonds includes correspondence, policy documents, and publications relating to the activities
of the Royal Canadian Legion, primarily in Brandon under the Presidency of Laurie V. Smith,
during and after the Second World War. Prominant themes include the aquiring of gifts for
hospitalized veterans, primarily through the Canadian Legion Christmas Tree project, veteran
rehabilitation, and promotion of the Canadian Victory Loans project.

Notes: CAIN No. 202631

Subject Access: Canadian Legion

Sanatorium Board of Manitoba

The Legionary

Veterans

Legion Christmas Tree

Victory Loan

Canadian Legion War Services

Storage Location: 1997 accessions

Storage Range: 1997 accessions
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David Sommerville Charleson fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4827

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 21-1997

GMD: textual records

Date Range: November 8, 1915

Physical Description: 2 mm (1 two-page letter -- 1 letter with envelope)

History /
Biographical:

David Sommerville Charleson was born January 14th, 1884, in Brandon, Manitoba. The
Charleson's settled in the GlenSouris area south of Brandon, Manitoba in 1882. David
Charleson enlisted on 24 September 1914. He served as a lieutenant in the 6th Infantry
Battalion of the Canadian Expeditionary Force. Later, he transferred to the 8th Battalion. In
Belgium, Charleson was a victim of an enemy gas attack early in the war, following which he
returned to Canada incapacitated. Miss Estella Cullen, a trained nurse, cared for him following
his return to Canada. David Sommerville Charleson died on May 12, 1925 a victim of war-time
injuries. He is buried in the GlenSouris Cemetery just south of Brandon.

Custodial History:

This fonds was accessioned by the McKee Archives in 1997. Prior custodial history is
unknown.

Scope and Content:

Fonds consists of one letter written by Charleson from Belgium in early 1915 to Miss Estella
Cullen in Rounthwaite, Manitoba. In the letter, Charleson describes the circumstances facing
the Canadian troops in the trenches during the Great War and provides an account of the
German trenches facing him. This is an evocative and reflective letter. Philatelists may find the
condition of the stamps on the letter envelope of interest.

Notes: CAIN No. 202606

Subject Access: Estella Cullen

World War I

trench warfare

Great War

soldier's life

Canadian Expeditionary Force

Storage Location: 1997 accessions

Storage Range: 1997 accessions



Mildred (Mollie) Kellet fonds
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Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 8-1999

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1918; 1941; 1944
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Physical Description: 2 cm

History /
Biographical:

Mildred (Mollie) Norton Kellet was born April 5, 1914, in Birmingham, England to Mr. and Mrs.
Stanley Travers. At the age of 18, she joined the Cadbury Brothers Co. as a contometer. In
1942, she married George Crawford Kellet Jr. Mollie and George Kellet had two children
together: Patricia (b. 1944) and Ian (b. 1949). In February of 1944, Mollie and her husband
relocated to Manchester where George Kellet worked as an accountant.

Following World War II, the Kellets emigrated to Winnipeg, Canada. Mollie remained a mother
and homekeeper until 1954, when she was hired as a secretary for Mitchell, Green, and
Menouk Lawyers. She was also employed by The Bay and in the securities department of
Montreal Trust Co, where she was the manager until 1966. She retired at age 65, but was
recalled by the company to work until 1984, when she was 70 years old. In 1990, Mollie moved
to Brandon to be closer to her daughter, Pat Alvested. Due to complications from surgery and
a weak heart, Mollie Kellet passed away on January 31, 1999.

George Crawford Kellet Jr. was born to George Crawford Kellet Sr. and Lizzie Auld Halliday
Kellet on July 16, 1911, in Glasgow, Scotland. An only child, he attended private school, and in
1933, at the age of 21, he was the youngest Chartered Accountant graduate in Britain. At
some point between 1933 and his marriage to Mildred (Mollie) Norton in 1942, George joined
the British army; while with the army his job was to receive the orders concerning army
accounting and process them for soldiers in the field.

George left the army after the war and sailed with his wife and daughter on the Mauretania for
Canada. Upon settling in Winnipeg he worked for Family Fair. In 1956 and 1957, he continued
to work while setting up his own accounting firm, Kellet & Co. He was also diagnosed with
Multiple Sclerosis in 1956. In 1971, George's health forced him to retire. Mollie continued to
work at this time. Five years later she was unable to care for him adequately and he moved to
a nursing home. In 1985, at age 74, George Kellet passed away.

Custodial History:

In January 2000, Pat Alvestad, the Kellets' daughter, donated this fonds to the McKee
Archives.

Scope and Content:

The records contained within the Mollie Kellet fonds are contributions from both Mollie and her
husband George. Included are: a collection of handwritten recollections by Mollie Kellet
concerning her experiences during the Second World War (Mollie had been living in London
and experienced life under German bombing); a document from WWI, presumably from her
father, who was a veteran of this war; and records acquired by George Kellet during his
service in the Second World War concerning the practical arrangements made to support
troops following the 1944 D-day invasion of Nazi Europe. Marked "top secret," these records
set out procedures for paying and provisioning the invading army.

Notes: CAIN No. 202659

Subject Access: George Kellet

World War I

D-day

memoirs

World War II

Storage Location: 1999 accessions

Storage Range: 1999 accessions
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Riverbank/Berbank Red Cross fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4855

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 18-1997

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1917-1919

Physical Description: 1 cm

History /
Biographical:

The Berbank Red Cross was founded in November 1917, as a local feature of the Great War.
The name Berbank was created by combining the names of the two local districts, Riverbank
and Bertha, located south of Brandon in the Rural Municipality of Oakland. The Berbank Red
Cross sent supplies of various kinds to local soldiers serving in the Canadian Expeditionary
Force in Europe. The organization also organized social gatherings in the Berbank area. With
the end of the war most rural Red Cross organizations were disbanded, but the Berbank group
agreed to remain intact to assist with the construction of a church. (See accession 28-1997
Berbank Church fonds)

Custodial History:

This fonds was accessioned in 1997 by the McKee Archives. Prior custodial history is
unknown.

Scope and Content:

Fonds includes a minute book, which provides a complete record of every meeting held by the
Berbank Red Cross, from its creation in 1917 to 1919, when it became the Berbank Ladies
Aid. Fonds also includes a roll call, financial records, and meeting minutes.

Notes: CAIN No. 202600

Subject Access: Stella Martin

Jessie Martin

Pearl Martin

Edith Wharton

Berbank Ladies' Aid

Riverbank

Bertha

Rural Municipality of Oakland

Great War

World War I

rural women

Storage Location: 1997 accessions

Storage Range: 1997 accessions

Related Material: Berbank Church fonds (28-1997) and Berbank Ladies Aid fonds (27-
1997).
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Berbank Church fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4825

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 28-1997

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1919-1966

Physical Description: 6 cm

History /
Biographical:

The name Berbank was created by combining the names of two local districts: Riverbank and
Bertha. Both were located south of Brandon in the Rural Municipality of Oakland. The Berbank
Church was built in 1919. Its construction grew out of the work of the Berbank Red Cross
founded in 1917. The Berbank Church was a "union" church, constructed in anticipation of the
formation of the United Church of Canada. In 1966, the Berbank congregation joined with the
Nesbitt congregation to operate out of the Nesbitt United Church. The final service at the
Berbank United Church was held in 1966.

Custodial History:

This fonds was accessioned by the McKee Archives in 1997. Prior custodial history is
unknown.

Scope and Content:

Fonds contains a document titled "Berbank Church History." This document is partially in a
printed format with a portion handwritten. Fonds also contains minute books and legal
documents pertaining to the ownership of the land upon which the Church was constructed.

Notes: CAIN No. 202614

Subject Access: Red Cross

United Church of Canada

Presbyterian

Bertha

Riverbank

church union

World War I

Accruals: Berbank Red Cross fonds (18-1997), Berbank Ladies Aid fonds (27-
1997), and Bertha School District fonds (8-1998 ).

Storage Location: 1997 accessions

Storage Range: 1997 accessions



Ruby Miles collection
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4844

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 14-2003

GMD: multiple media
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Date Range: 1910-2003; predominant 1920-1945

Physical Description: 60 photographs (b/w) and 18 negatives; 3 cm textual records

History /
Biographical:

Rubina Isabella Miles (née McGregor) was born October 9th, 1909, in Maple Creek,
Saskatchewan, the only child of Kate (née Rowe) and William McGregor. Her father, William
Thom McGregor was a native of Scotland who, before coming to Canada, travelled to
Australia and New Zealand, and served in the Boer War. Ruby Miles and her parents migrated
to Australia in 1921. In 1925, the family moved to Papua New Guinea where Mr. McGregor
was employed as Head Stockman on the Giligili Estate, part of the Commonwealth Copra
Company. The family returned to Canada in 1929. In 1940, Ruby married Leonard "Len" Miles,
a native of Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan. Following the Second World War, they settled in
Brandon, Manitoba. Ruby spent her adult life as a homemaker. She died in April 2003.

Custodial History:

The records came into Ruby Miles' possession through her husband (correspondence while he
was overseas) and through the death of various family members. Following the death of Ruby
Miles, the collection was donated to the S.J. McKee Archives by Errol Black, the executor of
her estate.

Scope and Content:

Collection includes c. 15 letters from Kate McGregor, to her parents Mr. and Mrs. A.A. Rowe of
Brandon, Manitoba. The letters were written in the years 1925-1929, when Mrs. McGregor and
her family were living in Papua New Guinea. Collection also includes photographs and
photographic negatives containing images of the Giligili Estate in New Guinea. Collection
contains correspondence with Len Miles during his service overseas in the Second World
War, as well as Len Miles' service record, death certificate and various memorabilia from his
time in military service. Finally, the collection includes various news clippings, documents and
correspondence received or retained by Ruby Miles.

Notes: CAIN No. 202595. Description by Mike White.

Name Access: Kate McGregor

Ruby Miles

Len Miles

A.A.Rowe

Papua New Guinea

Brandon

Manitoba

Giligili Estate

Commonwealth Copra Company Ltd

Subject Access: emigration

Second World War

plantation agriculture

Boer war

Storage Location: 2003 accessions

Storage Range: 2003 accessions
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CNR Pine Falls subdivision - Victoria Beach station
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions14373

Part Of: Hilt Friesen fonds

Creator: Hilt Friesen

Description Level: Item

Item Number: HF0001

Accession Number: 1-2019

GMD: graphic

Date Range: September 1974

Physical Description: 2" x 2" (colour)

Material Details: Kodachrome slide

Scope and Content:

Image of the Victoria Beach CNR station.

Subject Access: railway stations

Images
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CNR Pine Falls subdivision - Victoria Beach station
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions14375

Part Of: Hilt Friesen fonds

Creator: Hilt Friesen

Description Level: Item

Item Number: HF0002

Accession Number: 1-2019

GMD: graphic

Date Range: September 1974

Physical Description: 2" x 2" (colour)

Material Details: Kodachrome slide

Scope and Content:

Image of the Victoria Beach CNR station.

Subject Access: railway stations

Images
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CNR Pine Falls subdivision - Victoria Beach station
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions14376

Part Of: Hilt Friesen fonds

Creator: Hilt Friesen

Description Level: Item

Item Number: HF0003

Accession Number: 1-2019

GMD: graphic

Date Range: September 1974

Physical Description: 2" x 2" (colour)

Material Details: Kodachrome slide

Scope and Content:

Image of the Victoria Beach CNR station. Tracks are visible.

Subject Access: railway stations

Images

S. J. McKee Archives p. 12

http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions14376
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=setName%3a%22Hilt+Friesen+fonds%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22Hilt+Friesen%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=objectType%3a%22graphic%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22railway+stations%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/#
http://archives.brandonu.ca/#


CNR Pine Falls subdivision - Victoria Beach station
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions14377

Part Of: Hilt Friesen fonds

Creator: Hilt Friesen

Description Level: Item

Item Number: HF0004

Accession Number: 1-2019

GMD: graphic

Date Range: September 1974

Physical Description: 2" x 2" (colour)

Material Details: Kodachrome slide

Scope and Content:

Image of the Victoria Beach CNR station. Tracks are visible.

Subject Access: railway stations

Images
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CNR Sprague subdivision - Ste Anne station
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions14378

Part Of: Hilt Friesen fonds

Creator: Hilt Friesen

Description Level: Item

Item Number: HF0005

Accession Number: 1-2019

GMD: graphic

Date Range: September 1973

Physical Description: 2" x 2" (colour)

Material Details: Kodachrome slide

Scope and Content:

Image of the Ste Anne CNR station. Tracks are visible.

Subject Access: railway stations

Images
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CNR Sprague subdivision - Ste Anne station
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions14379

Part Of: Hilt Friesen fonds

Creator: Hilt Friesen

Description Level: Item

Item Number: HF0006

Accession Number: 1-2019

GMD: graphic

Date Range: September 1973

Physical Description: 2" x 2" (colour)

Material Details: Kodachrome slide

Scope and Content:

Image of the Ste Anne CNR station. View is looking down the tracks with the station, platform
and a railway stop light on the left.

Subject Access: railway stations

Images
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CNR Sprague subdivision - Ste Anne station
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions14380

Part Of: Hilt Friesen fonds

Creator: Hilt Friesen

Description Level: Item

Item Number: HF0007

Accession Number: 1-2019

GMD: graphic

Date Range: September 1973

Physical Description: 2" x 2" (colour)

Material Details: Kodachrome slide

Scope and Content:

Image of the Ste Anne CNR station.

Subject Access: railway stations

Images
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CNR Sprague subdivision - Giroux station
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions14381

Part Of: Hilt Friesen fonds

Creator: Hilt Friesen

Description Level: Item

Item Number: HF0008

Accession Number: 1-2019

GMD: graphic

Date Range: [197-]

Physical Description: 2" x 2" (colour)

Material Details: slide

Scope and Content:

Image of the Giroux CNR station. Tracks and platform are visible.

Subject Access: railway stations

Images
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CNR Sprague subdivision - Giroux station
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions14382

Part Of: Hilt Friesen fonds

Creator: Hilt Friesen

Description Level: Item

Item Number: HF0009

Accession Number: 1-2019

GMD: graphic

Date Range: [197-]

Physical Description: 2" x 2" (colour)

Material Details: slide

Scope and Content:

Image of the Giroux CNR station.

Subject Access: railway stations

Images
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CNR Sprague subdivision - La Broquerie station
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions14383

Part Of: Hilt Friesen fonds

Creator: Hilt Friesen

Description Level: Item

Item Number: HF0010

Accession Number: 1-2019

GMD: graphic

Date Range: [197-]

Physical Description: 2" x 2" (colour)

Material Details: slide

Scope and Content:

Image of the La Broquerie CNR station. Tracks are visible.

Subject Access: railway stations

Images
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CNR Sprague subdivision - La Broquerie station
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions14384

Part Of: Hilt Friesen fonds

Creator: Hilt Friesen

Description Level: Item

Item Number: HF0011

Accession Number: 1-2019

GMD: graphic

Date Range: [197-]

Physical Description: 2" x 2" (colour)

Material Details: slide

Scope and Content:

Image of the La Broquerie CNR station. Tracks are visible.

Subject Access: railway stations

Images
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CNR Sprague subdivision - Marchand station
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions14385

Part Of: Hilt Friesen fonds

Creator: Hilt Friesen

Description Level: Item

Item Number: HF0012

Accession Number: 1-2019

GMD: graphic

Date Range: July 1974

Physical Description: 2" x 2" (colour)

Material Details: Kodachrome slide

Scope and Content:

Image of the Marchand CNR station.

Subject Access: railway stations

Images
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