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History /
Biographical:

Donovan Elliott Hockley was born on July 26, 1912 in North Brandon, MB. Don married Helen
Violet Wagner (1917-2005) on August 12, 1942. Together they had four children: Wesley,
Garth, Glen and Dale. The couple purchased their farm in North Brandon in 1945, gradually
increasing their holdings and evolving their operation. Don founded Donovan Holsteins in
1958, and remained active in farming into his 80s. His hobbies included woodworking, the
restoration of antique cars and travelling. After his wife died in 2005, Don spent his winters in
Chilliwack, BC with his son Dale and his family. Don Hockley died on July 19, 2011 in
Brandon, MB. He is buried at Rosewood Memorial Gardens.

Custodial History:

As part of the Westman Oral History Collection, this collection was accessioned by the McKee
Archives in 1998. The original tapes from the Westman Oral History project were deposited in
the Brandon Public Library. Copies of these originals were made by Margaret Pollex of the
Brandon University Language Lab at the request of Eileen McFadden, University Archivist in
the early 1990s. These copies compose the collection held in the McKee Archives.

Scope and Content:

Item is an audiocassette tape containing an interview with Don Hockley about agriculture and
rural life in Manitoba. The interviewer is Frank Anderson.

Notes: History/bio information taken from the records and Hockley's obituary.
Description by Christy Henry.

Language Note: English

Audio Tracks
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