
S. J. McKee Archives

Alexander MacPhail collection
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4541

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 26-2006

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1901-1963



S. J. McKee Archives p. 1

http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4541
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=setName%3a%22RG+5+Western+Manitoba+Manuscript+Collection%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=objectType%3a%22textual+records%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc


History /
Biographical:

ALEXANDER MACPHAIL (14 July 1900 - 29 July 1986)

Alex was born in Vista, MB on July 14, 1900, son of John and Catherine MacPhail. He married
Florence Turner (d. 1977) at Winnipeg on December 22, 1948 and together they farmed the
family farm at Vista. In 1965 they purchased a house in Shoal Lake but continued to farm in
Vista until Alex's retirement in 1973, when he sold the farm.

Alex was involved in the 4-H Club at Vista and was a member of the Grain Growers
Association. He was also very interested in Wildlife Conservation, an interest which led him to
donate a 1/4 section of land to them. Alex also started a museum in Shoal Lake, which in time
he turned over to the Village. He was a school trustee for Islay School Board at Vista from
1937-1939 and took the position of Chairman from 1939, until the school closed on 1968.
During his years of farming he was a registed Seed Grower and in 1957 was awarded the
Robertson Certificate. As a hobby he was a beekeeper. Alexander MacMillan MacPhail
passed away at the Shoal Lake-Strathclair Health Centre on Tuesday, July 29, 1986 at the age
of 86 years.

MARION (MACPHAIL) MCCORMACK (1903 - 10 February 1988)

Marion attended Islay School and Rosburn Collegiate. Upon graduation, she attended
Manitoba Normal School, and became a teacher. She worked at Perth, Islay (1927-1934),
Plumas, Strathclair and Minnedosa.

She met and married Coll McCormack (d. 1973) in 1952, and they lived in Minnedosa. She
retired from teaching in 1967. Marion McCormack passed away on February 10, 1988.

IAIN MACPHAIL (1912-1937)

Iain MacPhail was born in Vista, MB in 1912. During the years that he was attending high
school, he took a keen interest in farming. After he completed his Grande XII, some of the farm
projects were expanded, including bee keeping. It was while attending a Bee-Keepers Course
at the University of Manitoba that Iain took ill and passed away in 1937.

JOHN ARMSTRONG (6 May 1930 - 21 June 2005)

John Armstrong was born May 6, 1930, the second son of Kate (McKinnon) and William
Armstrong. He attended Perth school for his elementary grades, then Vista and Rossburn
where he finished high school. John farmed with his dad and brother Hugh, except for one year
of permit teaching on the Daupin River Reserve, which was accessible by canoe.

John lived at home with his parents and cared for them until his dad's passing in 1972 and his
mother's in 1982. At one time John was a leader of the 4-H Seed Club and was able to help
members with his weed and plant identification skills. He did some secretarial work for 4-H
and the Argyle Presbyterian Church. John William Armstrong of Rossburn passed away June
21, 2005 at the Shoal Lake-Strathclair Health Centre.

Custodial History:

The records in this collection were accumulated in the residence of Alexander MacPhail from
various family members. The materials were discovered in the attic of MacPhail's house on the
MacPhail land in Vista, MB in 2005. Subsequently they were given to Gerald R. Brown by the
family living in the MacPhail house. They resided in Brown's home until their donation to the
McKee Archives in September 2006.
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Scope and Content:

The collection consists of teaching materials and textbooks used by members of the MacPhail
family - Alex, Marion and Iain. It has been divided into two sub-series, including: (1) Textbooks;
and (2) Teaching materials.

Notes: Biographical notes were written by Gerald R. Brown and were taken from
his "Vista Tales . . . from Islay School District No. 733 in Vista, Manitoba."
Description by Christy Henry.

Name Access: Alexander MacPhail

Marion MacPhail

Marion McCormack

Iain MacPhail

John Armstrong

Manitoba Normal School

Storage Location: 2006 accessions

Storage Range: 2006 accessions

Related Material: Gerald R. Brown fonds (MG 2 Brandon College Students, 2.2 Gerald R.
Brown).

Thomas Hector McLeod
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4300

Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: MG 1 1.6

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1995

Physical Description: 0.5 cm
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History /
Biographical:

Thomas Hector MacDonald McLeod (Tommy) was born in Weyburn, Saskatchewan in August
1918. During his youth in Weyburn, McLeod was a member of Tommy Douglas' Baptist
congretation; it was Douglas who encouraged McLeod to attend Brandon College. McLeod
attended Brandon College from 1937 to 1940. While there, he received scholarships in Bible,
Economics, and General Efficiency, as well as receiving the Medal in Sociology during his final
year. Following graduation in 1940, McLeod studied economics at the University of Indiana,
receiving his M.A. in 1941. Later that year he returned to Brandon College to teach economics
and sociology. From 1941 until 1944, he also acted as the Resident Master. He remained at
Brandon College for three years. McLeod married Beryl (Pentland) Thompson c. 1943 and
together they had five children: Beth, Ellen, Ian, Brian and Morna.

Following the election of Tommy Douglas as Premier of Saskatchewan, McLeod was
employed in a variety of senior positions in the Saskatchewan civil service. In 1952, McLeod
was named the Dean of Commerce at the University of Saskatchewan, Regina Campus.

In 1961, he served as the Chief Consultant (Ford Foundation) to the Turkish Government. In
1962, McLeod was the supervisor of an eight man team advising the Iranian government on
Economic Planning Activities. He has also served as a Special Advisor in Public
Administration and Higher Education for the Canadian Development Agency.

In 1963, he became the chairman of the Saskatchewan Royal Commission on Taxation.
McLeod accepted the position of Dean of the College of Arts and Science, Regina Campus at
the University of Saskatchewan on May 15, 1964. In May 1965, he became Vice-Principal of
the University of Saskatchewan, Regina Campus.

McLeod had a Ph.D. in Government and Economics from Harvard. As well, he was a past
recipient of the Vanier Medal (1971) for outstanding contribution to public administration in
Canada. In 1987, McLeod wrote a book entitled "Tommy Douglas: the Road to Jerusalem."
Also in 1987, McLeod was awarded an honorary degree from Brandon University. In 2003,
McLeod was awarded the Order of Canada.

Thomas Hector MacDonald McLeod died on January 1, 2008 in Victoria, BC.

Custodial History:

McLeod donated a copy of the paper, subsequently published in Manitoba History, to the
McKee Archives c. 1995.

Scope and Content:

Thomas McLeod’s records consist of a paper written in 1995, entitled "S.J. McKee of Brandon
College: A Biographical Note on a Man and an Institution." This paper is a brief history of
Brandon College and S.J. McKee’s role in the formation of it. Beginning with the foundation of
the short-lived Canada Baptist College, as well as the foundation of the Canadian Literary
Institute, McLeod traces the history of Baptists and higher education. The paper is a fairly good
guide to researchers wanting to know a bit of the background behind Brandon College. The
bibliography in the back also gives researchers several ideas on where to look for additional
information.

Notes: Obituary is in the January 5, 2008 Globe and Mail. H. Clare Pentland and
Tommy McLeod studied economics together at Brandon College under
W.T. Easterbrook, who later taught at the University of Toronto.

Name Access: Tommy McLeod

Brandon College

S.J. McKee
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Subject Access: Baptist education

educational history

Storage Location: MG 1 Brandon College Teaching and Administration
1.6 Thomas Hector McLeod

Related Material: W. T. Easterbrook, “Clare Pentland-Brandon College, 1937-1940,”
Canadian Journal of Political and Social Theory, vol. 3, no. 2 (Spring-
Summer 1979), p. 101.
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