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Barry, D. F.

"Chiefs of the Sioux Wars and the Battle of Little Bighorn, published by
Paul Harbaugh; Denver, Colorado, 1982."

1877
photograph
portfolio 67/150

Chief Joseph 'Hanmaton Talatkit' (ca. 1832-1904). By the close of 1876
the Sioux had been pacified enough that Manifest Destiny could focus her
attention and Gatling guns on the Nez Perce of Oregon and Washington
where gold had been discovered. Although he had always advocated
coexistence with the white man, Chief Joseph was forced from his native
home into a three-month, 1300 mile flight through what are today four
states and twice across the Rocky Mountains, defeating the U.S. Army in
seven major battles. He came within forty miles of sanctuary, the
Canadian border, where he envisioned joining Sitting Bull and his exiled
people, when his sick and starving band was overtaken by General Miles
and one-armed General O.0. Howard. Joseph surrendered October 5,
1877. General Miles agreed to return the Nez Perce to the west; instead,
they were sent to Indian Territory. Joseph was so successful a military
leader and so influential a tribal leader that he was never allowed to return
to his homeland and people. It was said that upon Joseph's exiled death
in September of 1904, the agency doctor identified the cause of death as
'broken heart'. (Harbaugh, P., 1982)
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