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Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds
Description Level: Sub-series
Series Number: MG 11.12

Accession Number: 12-2008

GMD: multiple media
Date Range: 1942-2007; predominant 1950-80.
Physical Description: 12 cm textual records
30 photographs
Physical Condition: Good
History /
Biographical:

Wilfred Whyte McCutcheon was born 20 April 1919 in Leeds Village, Quebec. McCutcheon
attended Macdonald College at McGill University, graduating with a Bachelor of Agriculture in
1942. He completed a Bachelor of Science in 1943 at Concordia, a Bachelor of Arts in 1944,
and a Bachelor of Education at Acadia in 1946. McCutcheon gained a Master's Degree in
Economics from the University of Toronto in 1948 and completed his Doctoral studes at
Cornell University in 1951. McCutcheon spent 1951-52 at the London Institute of Education
engaged in postdoctoral studies.

McCutcheon was appointed the Dean of the Faculty of Education at Brandon College in 1955.
He was the first Dean of Education at Brandon University. McCutcheon served as Dean until
1967.

With Ms. Joan Garnett, Co-ordinator of the Office of BU Alumni Relations, McCutcheon helped
to to establish many awards. With the collaboration of "Tommy" Douglas, Mrs. J.G.
Diefenbaker, and Mr. D.L. Campbell, he assisted in the creation of the JRC Evans Student
Loan Fund as a memorial tribute to Dr J.R.C. Evans, President of Brandon College 1928-
1959.

From 1967 to 1974, McCutcheon taught at the Ottawa Teachers' College, later integrated into
the Faculty of Education at the University of Ottawa.

McCutcheon authored over fifty academic articles. He was awarded a honorary Doctor of
Education by Brandon University in 1989 and an honorary Doctor of Laws from Concordia
University in 1996.

Wilfred Whyte McCutcheon died 31 March 2008. He was predeceased by his wife Phyllis
Bishop in 2003.

Custodial History:

These records were in Dr. McCutcheon's possession until his death. They were donated to the
S.J. McKee Archives by his estate executors and delivered to the archives by Mr. Gerald
Brown on their behalf.
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Scope and Content:

Fonds contains correspondence, pamphlets, publications, photographs, dilpomas and
certificates of standing, newspaper clippings, a report prepared by Dr. McCutcheon for the
Canadian Governor General's Office concerning the Canadian honours system, a copy of Dr.
McCutcheon's doctoral thesis - Cornell University, 1951- and miscellaneous materials related
to Dr. McCutcheon's long and distinguished career in Canadian post secondary education and

public service.

Name Access:

Subject Access:

Storage Location:

John E. Robbins

Brandon College 1950s
Faculty of Education

MG 1 Brandon College Teaching and Administration
1.12 William Whyte McCutcheoon

Albert Edward McKenzie
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4301

Part Of:
Description Level:
Series Number:
GMD:

Date Range:

Physical Description:

RG 1 Brandon College fonds
Sub-series

MG11.7

multiple media

19407-19607?

39 cm textual records
4 photographs
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History /
Biographical:

A.E. McKenzie was born in Wilcox Lake, York County, Ontario in 1870 to F.B. and Maria
(Carley) McKenzie. His family came to Manitoba in 1883. He was educated in Brandon,
Manitoba and graduated from the Collegiate Institute at age 21. In 1897 he founded the
Brandon Seed House. McKenzie was present at the cornerstone-laying ceremony of Brandon
College on Juy 13, 1900. From that moment on, he was very involved in the College, first as an
interested businessman, and later as a member of its Board of Directors. In 1902, McKenzie
married Laura Bell in Port Arthur. They had two daughters, Marjorie Bell and Kathleen. In 1906
the Brandon Seed House was incorporated and from then on was known as the "A.E.
McKenzie Co. Ltd.."

McKenzie became a member of the Brandon College Endowment Committee in 1918. The
following year he was on the Finance Committee. By 1925, McKenzie was a member of the
Board of Directors. In 1928, he was part of a syndicate that advised the Baptist Union that they
were developing an endowment plan to provide continuing financial support to the College and
talked the Union into providing $10 000 towards the accumulated deficit.

In 1931, McKenzie organized the Brandon Board of Trade to help save Brandon College when
the Baptists said they could no longer afford to keep the College. After the By-law failed, he
helped to organize the Brandon Citizen’s Campaign to raise enough money so that the
College could open the following year.

When the Baptists withdrew supportin 1938, McKenzie was one of the central figures on the
Brandon Board of Trade that decided to save the College from closure. A representative
delegation from Southwestern Manitoba of over 60 men descended upon Premier Bracken’s
office to try and convince him to help the College. On June 12, 1938 McKenzie said he would
set up a $100 000 endowment to Brandon College. He subsequently raised this amount to
$300 000. On August 1, 1938 the Board of Trade launched a campaign to raise $15 000 to
match what the government was prepared to offer the College. McKenzie was asked to
provide Brandon College with $3000 personally. In September of 1938, McKenzie upped his
endowment once more to $500 000. The fund raising worked however, and the chater
establishing Brandon College Incorporated was assented to on April 17, 1939. On June 6,
1939 a by-law was again presented to the citizens of Brandon, and fortunately it passed.

In 1941, McKenzie received an honorary L.L.D. from the University of Manitoba. The A.E.
McKenzie Foundation was created in 1945 by the provincial government, who had assumed
90% of the A.E. McKenzie Co. Ltd. stock.

On September 25, 1964 McKenzie died at the age of 94. He never retired, but worked full time
until two weeks before his death. The funeral was held in the J.R.C. Evans Lecture Theatre.
The Arts and Library Building at Brandon College was completed in 1960, and is known as the
A.E. McKenzie building, in honour of the man who contributed so much time, effort and
financial help to the College during a crucial period in its history.

Custodial History:

Records were accessioned by the McKee Archives in 1998. Prior custodial history is
unknown.
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Scope and Content:

A.E. McKenizie’s records in the Brandon College fonds are very useful from an administrative
point of view. Because McKenzie was so involved in Brandon College from the very beginning
until his death in 1964, it is easy to understand how the College Administration arrived at
decisions. There is correspondence between McKenzie and various regarding College and
Board of Director business. There are Brandon College financial statements and letters
regarding the A.E. McKenzie Foundation. The records contain newspaper clippings,
pamphlets and lists of names of members of various Brandon organizations. As well,
McKenzie has letters regarding Building Expansion in the 1940’s and minutes of Board of
Director meetings. There are also several photographs. One photograph is the 1919
graduation picture of Zoe Hough. Another is tentatively identified as Frances Wolverton, also of
the Class of 1919. There are two more photographs of unidentified young women.

Name Access:

Subject Access:

Storage Location:

Related Material:

A.E. McKenzie

A.E. McKenzie Foundation
Brandon College

Zoe Hough

Frances Wolverton

Class of 1919
administration

board of directors

building expansion

MG 1 Brandon College Teaching and Administration
1.7 Albert Edward McKenzie

RG 3 A.E. McKenzie Seeds Co. Ltd. fonds

Brandon College Inc.
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4338

Part Of:
Description Level:
Series Number:
GMD:

Date Range:

Physical Description:

RG 3 A.E. McKenzie Company fonds
Sub-series

MG51.1

textual records

1929-1968

159 cm
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History /
Biographical:

A.E. McKenzie was involved with Brandon College from its very beginnings. He was present at
the cornerstone-laying ceremony of the Brandon College Building in July of 1900; he became a
member of the Brandon College Endowment Committee in 1918; the following year he was on
the Finance Committee. By the mid-1920's, he was a member of the Board of Directors of the
College. In 1928, he was part of a group that convinced the Baptist Union of Western Canada,
the principal funding body for the College, to provide money towards reducing the College’s
accumulated deficit. McKenzie and other members of the College Board had advised the
Union that they were developing an endowment plan to provide continuing financial support for
Brandon College.

In 1931. Mr. McKenzie organized the Brandon Board of Trade to help save the College when
the Baptist Union indicated its intention to withdraw financial support to the College. When
efforts to have the City of Brandon provide finacial resources to the College failed, A.E.
McKenzie organized the Brandon Citizen's Campaign to raise enough money to enable the
College to open the next year.

In 1938, when the Baptist Union did withdrew support from the College, McKenzie offered to
establish a $100,000 endowment, which he later raised to $300,000, to ensure the
continuation of the College. On August 1 of the same year, the Board of Trade, of which
McKenzie was a member, set out to raise $15,000 to match the offer the government had
made to the College. In September 1938, McKenzie increased his endowment again, this time
to $500,000. As a result, of McKenzie's endowment and the fundraising efforts of the Board of
Trade the charter establishing Brandon College Incorporated was approved on April 17, 1939.

Custodial History:

See fonds level description of custodial history of A.E. McKenzie Seed Co. Ltd.

Scope and Content:

This sub-series includes correspondence between McKenzie and Lowes with various
government officials - Duff Roblin, Hon. George Johnson, Hon. Stewart E. McLean and
Comptroller-General George D. lliffe. There is also correspondence with the company lawyer,
William Johnston. Documents within the series consist of the Act to Incorporate Brandon
College, Inc. and Bill 86, as well as an indenture and an agreement between C.S. Eaton, G.C.
Edwards, A.E. McKenzie, D.H. Hudson and E.J. Tarr. There are also a number of documents
written by McKenzie that were presented to the Brandon College Board of Directors. Brandon
College Inc. resolutions regarding the McKenzie Foundation are also included.

The sub-series has one sub sub series: MG 5 1.1.1 History of Brandon College Inc.

Storage Location: RG 3 A.E. McKenzie Seed Co. Ltd. fonds

MG 5 A.E. McKenzie fonds
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Brandon College Bulletin

= http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4735
Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds
Description Level: Sub-series
Series Number: 124
GMD: textual records
Date Range: 1917-1937 (not inclusive)
Physical Description: 1.5 cm
History /
Biographical:

The Brandon College Bulletin was a forerunner to the current Brandon University annual report.
Nothing else is known about its origins. The publication was a product of the Brandon College
Board of Directors.

Scope and Content:

Sub-series consists of copies of the Brandon College Bulletin for: 1916, 1917, 1918, 1919,
1922, 1923, 1924, 1925, 1926, 1931, 1934, 1935, 1936 and 1937.

Storage Location: RG 1 Brandon College fonds
Series 12: Brandon College publications

— The Brandon College Gazette
= http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions5088
Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds
Description Level: Sub-series
Series Number: 127
GMD: textual records
Date Range: 1937-1938

Physical Description: 1 file

Scope and Content:
Sub-series consists of copies of The Brandon College Gazette, including: Vol. 1, No. 4 (May
11, 1937); Vol. 2, Nos. 1-4 (May 2, May 5, May 9, and May 11, 1938). It also includes a

document entitled "Hand 'Bill' The Stick." This document is an endorsement of Bill Potoroka as
a nominee for the position of Senior Stick.

Storage Location: RG 1 Brandon College fonds
Series 12: Brandon College publications
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Brandon College Ministerial Association
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4268

Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds
Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: 8.17

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1919-1921

Physical Description: 1 cm
Scope and Content:
This book contains the minutes from meetings of the students’ ministerial association.

Storage Location: RG 1 Brandon College fonds
Series 8: Brandon College Students Association

Brandon College library - minutes

= http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4292
Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds
Description Level: Sub-series
Series Number: 15.1
GMD: textual records
Date Range: 1912-1967

Physical Description: 14 cm
Scope and Content:

The sub-series contains the minutes from Library Committee meetings. There are also
minutes from the meetings of various sub-committees such as the Open Shelf Sub-Committee
and the Sub-Committee on Apportionment of Library Funds. Includes minute books and files.

Storage Location: RG 1 Brandon College fonds
Series 14: Brandon College Library
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Brandon College miscellaneous publications
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4737

Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds
Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: 12.6

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1914-1929

Physical Description: 1 cm

History /

Biographical:

This is an artifically created sub-series.
Scope and Content:

Sub-series Brandon College track and field programs for 1920 and 1922; two copies of
Brandon College songs and yells, along with a typed copy of the class song for the class of
1929; a copy of the Brandon College students' directory for 1914-1915; and a donations
pamphlet for the Brandon College Students' Memorial Gymnasium ca. 1918.

Notes: Located on the front page of the Memorial Gymnasium pamphletis a
proposed campus development plan showing the site of the proposed
gymnasium, with other additional facilities including: a science building, a
library/chapel, a conservatory, and a new women's residence.

At the front of the Brandon College songs and yells is a copy of the
Brandon College Students' Association constitution.

The students' directory contains the constitution of the Literary Society,
and a newspaper clipping regarding the death of Dorothy Nelson (nee
Werthembach), former Dean of Women at Brandon College 1934-1935.

Storage Location: RG 1 Brandon College fonds
Series 12: Brandon College publications
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Brandon College Student Association records
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4262

Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds
Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: 8.12

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1948-1957

Physical Description: 1.5 cm
Scope and Content:

Consists of the BCSA constitution, electoral procedure documents, nomination forms, the
Brandon College Crests and Awards Board constitution, the Brandon College Finance Board
constitution, the Brandon College Athletic Board/Athletic Council constitution, the Brandon
College Board of Publications constitution, the Brandon College Literary Board constitution,
the Sigma Mu constitution, and BCSA statistical summary of Committee meetings.

Subject Access: club constitutions

Storage Location: RG 1 Brandon College fonds
Series 8: Brandon College Students Association

Brandon College library - accession records
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4294

Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds
Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: 15.3

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1899-1965

Scope and Content:

Sub-series consists of accession records listing the accession number, author, title, publisher,
cost and “source” for each book accessioned into the Brandon College Library. It includes a
total of 10 accession catalogues covering the period December 1899 - June 1965: 2
accession catalogues (12x18x5) and 8 accession catalogues (9x12x .75 cm)

Storage Location: RG 1 Brandon College fonds
Series 15: Brandon College Library

Brandon College Building and Clark Hall
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions8273

Part Of: BUPC 2 Campus buildings

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: 22

GMD: graphic

Date Range: ¢.1909 - 1996; predominant 1960s - 1996
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Physical Description: 116 photographs

History /
Biographical:

BRANDON COLLEGE BUILDING

The construction of the Brandon College Building, also known as the Original Building, was
primarily financed by Mr. and Mrs. William Davies, a Toronto based Baptist meat packer, and
his sister Mrs. Emily Davies, also of Toronto, who pledged $5,000 a year for five years to the
new Baptist College. Four city blocks between 18th and 20th streets were purchased for the
College campus and the tender of Messrs. T.M. Harrington of Winnipeg was accepted in the
spring of 1900; Mr. Hugh McCowan of Winnipeg appointed as architect. Mrs. Davies laid the
cornerstone for the Brandon College Building on July 13, 1900.

The Brandon College Building was conceived as a substantial five story brick structure with a
stone basement. The Tyndall Manitoba quarries, located thrity miles northeast of Winnipeg,
supplied the stone and presented the College with the stone steps at the main entrance. The
basement contained the dining room, kitchen, laundry, furnace room, a science laboratory, and
maids' rooms. The first floor housed the reception room, office, library, four classrooms and the
teachers' cloak rooms. The second floor had five classrooms, a reading room, five rooms for
resident students and a resident teacher. Teachers' rooms and seventeen rooms for students
comprised the third floor; and additional thirteen rooms for residents took up the fourth floor.
The residence was to house 70 men. The total cost of the building and furnishings was
$44,000. The Brandon College Building was ready for occupancy by October 1, 1901.

CLARK HALL

The cornerstone of Clark Hall was laid by Mrs. A.P. McDiarmid, wife of the Principal of
Brandon College, on May 24, 1906. The residence was officially opened on Thanksgiving Day,
October 18, of the same year. The construction of the building grew our of a demand for a
ladies' college. A canvass made in Eastern Canada had resulted in subscriptions totaling
$10,000. When Dr. McDiarmid reported the results of the canvass to the Chairman of the
Board, Dr. C.W. Clark of Winnipeg, Clark proposed that he and his wife be allowed to
provided the balance of the funds, some $30,000. While presenting the building at the opening
ceremony, Clark stated that the reason for his donation was his belief in the power of cultured
womanhood - he believed "that refined and Christian mothers were the strength of a nation and
that he wished to see in Brandon a chool of learning for women in which every Christian virtue
and grace might be illustrated."

Clark Hall was built immediately north of the Brandon College Building and was connected to it
by classrooms and the iron door with its door bell, which was rung by gentlemen before being
admitted. It is a five story brick building, with fittings of imported Georgia pine. In the basement
was the gymnasium, studios and maids' rooms. On the main floor was a spacious reception
room furnished by the Honorable A.C. Rutherford, the Premier of Alberta and the Lady
Principal's suite, furnished by Mrs. N. Wolverston, wife of the treaurer of the College Board.
Music studios and the offices of the resident matron were also on the main floor. The second
and third floors were dormitories. The fourth floor was meant to be art studios, but due to
registration demands, it was divided into students' rooms. The residence was designed to
house fifty students and seven teachers. Piano practice areas were also designated on the
west side of the building and on the groundlevel half way between the basement and the first
floor.

BRANDON COLLEGE BUILDING AND CLARK HALL RESTORATION PROJECT
By the early 1990s, it was clear that major reconstruction work on the Brandon College

Building and Clark Hall was necessary if the buildings were to remain in use. The alternative
was to demolish both buildings and construct a new central administrative structure for the
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campus. Because of the historic character of the two original campus buildings, the decision
was taken to mount a complete restoration of the structures that involved a complete removal
of everything except for the surrounding brick fascade and the construction of new buildings
within the old external walls. This project was financed by the Provincial government of
Manitoba, who granted the University approximatley 10 million dollars. The Chief Architect for
the restoration was George Cibinal. Work began in 1996 and was completed by the fall of
1997. In addition to the restoration of the Brandon College Building and Clark Hall, a new
entrance was built on the west side of the buildings, as well as an addition to Clark Hall, which
included a skywalk connecting it to the A.E. McKenzie Building.

Scope and Content:

Sub-series consists of photographs of the Brandon College Building and Clark Hall.

Notes:

Images

History/Bio information was taken from Brandon College: A History,
1899-1967 by C.G. Stone and F. Joan Garnett (Brandon, Manitoba:
Brandon University, 1969), chapters 2 and 3. Tom Mitchell provided
history/bio information on the restoration project.

Martin Johns fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions5087

Part Of:
Description Level:
Series Number:
Accession Number:
GMD:

Date Range:

Physical Description:

RG 1 Brandon College fonds
Sub-series

MG 1 1.11

17-2007, 8-2009

multiple media

1939-1944

0.5 cm textual records

21 b/w photographs
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History /

Biographical:
Martin Wesley Johns was born to missionary parents Alfred and Myrtle Johns in Chengtu, West
China on March 23, 1913. The family returned to Canada in 1925. Johns attended high
schools in Tacoma, Washington; Vancouver, BC; Brandon, Manitoba; and Exeter, Ontario. He
studied at Brandon College from 1928-1931 before obtaining his B.A. (1932) and M.A. (1934)
from McMaster University and his Ph.D. From the University of Toronto (1938). From 1937-
1946, he taught physics at Brandon College. In 1972, Brandon University awarded him an
honorary Doctor of Science degree.

Johns served in the Canadian Officers Training Corps (C.O.T.C.) in 1940-1941 doing
research concerned with neutron physics at Chalk River. In 1947, he joined the Physics
Department at McMaster University, where he remained for the remainder of his career.

Johns married Margaret Mary Hilborn on July 15, 1939. Together they have four children:
Robert, Elizabeth, Kenneth and Kathryn. Following Margaret's death c. 1979, Johns was
married to Elsie North for twenty years. At the age of 90, Johns fell in love with his sweetheart
Marian Thompson.

Martin Wesley Johns died on September 18, 2008 at McMaster Hospital.
Custodial History:

The notebooks in accession 17-2007 were in the possession of Wesley Wong, former
member of the Physics Department at Brandon College, who mailed them to Martin Johns in
2002. Wong suggested Johns donate them to the McKee Archives, which he did on January
28, 2004. The photographs in accession 8-2009 were sent to Carla Eisler, Alumni Relations
Officer, Brandon University by Ken Johns (Martin Johns' son) following Martin's death. Eisler
transfered them to the Archives in February 2009.

Scope and Content:

Accession 17-2007 contains two lab record notebooks used by Martin Johns while he was a
member of Brandon College's Department of Physics. The notebooks record class lists,
grades, absences, and seating charts for courses Johns taught, as well as regulations for lab
reports and major assignments.

Accession 8-2009 contains twenty-one black and white photographs dealing with Brandon
College students, faculty and buildings. There a a few photographs of Brandon, as well as one
of the Queen Mother from her visit to Brandon in 1939.

Notes: History/Bio information taken from the Martin W. Johns bio file in the
Archives reading room.

Subject Access: Brandon College
faculty
freshman initiation
freshies
Assiniboine bridge
student elections
Second World War
C.OTC.
classroom activities

Storage Location: MG 1 Brandon College Teaching and Administration
1.11 Martin Johns

Photographs: MG photograph storage drawer
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Brandon College library - Director of library services
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4293

Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds
Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: 15.2

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1957-1963

Physical Description: 13 cm

Scope and Content:

These records were created by the Director of Library Services from the year 1957 until 1963.

It is mainly business correspondence and memorandums. The files include correspondence
between the Director of Library Services and various people regarding the library. There are
also memorandums to the faculty.

Storage Location: RG 1 Brandon College fonds
Series 14: Brandon College Library

Related Material: RG 6 (Brandon University fonds), sub-series 8.1 (Director of Library
Services).
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Brandon University Art Exhibition Committee
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4065

Part Of:

Description Level:
Series Number:
Accession Number:
GMD:

Date Range:
Physical Description:

History /
Biographical:

The Brandon College and Brandon University Art Exhibition Committee was active from 1960
to 1972. The Committee was established to promote the visual arts in Brandon through

RG 6 Brandon University fonds

Sub-series

9.3

69-1997

multiple media

1960-1972

44 cm textual records; approx. 20 photographs

education and to sponsor exhibitions featuring the work of local artists.

Custodial History:

The records were assembled by Robert Inch of the Brandon University Extension Office and
Professor D.V. Reilly, who taught art through the Faculty of Education at Brandon University.

They were donated to the McKee Archives in 1997.

Scope and Content:

The sub-series contains records of past exhibitions, minutes and correspondence of the
Brandon University Art Exhibition Committee. Sub-series also contains personal files on some
artists consisting of correspondence and information pertaining to exhibitions of their work.
There are also extensive files on past exhibits including advertising, correspondence,
newspaper clippings, publications and files concerning local affiliated art clubs, such as the

Student Camera Club at Brandon University.

Name Access:

Subject Access:

Repro Restriction:

Storage Location:

Gissar Elliason
Bernard Polly
Ken Esler
Mikuska Eyre
pottery
Japanese prints
ceramics
textiles

Researchers are responsible for observing Canadian copyright
restrictions.

RG 6 Brandon University fonds

Series 9: Office of Extension

S. J. McKee Archives
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Minutes
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4253

Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds
Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: 8.3

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1919-1967, 1948-1965

Physical Description:  9cm
Scope and Content:

These are the minutes of meetings of the Literary Board.
Subject Access: literary board

Storage Location: RG 1 Brandon College fonds
Series 8: Brandon College Students Association

School of Music
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions165
Part Of: RG 6 Brandon University fonds

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: 74

GMD: multiple media

Date Range: 1928-1983; predominant 1960-1980

Physical Description: 4.6 m

History /

Biographical:

When the Department of Music was founded in 1906, it offered only conservatory-type
instruction under the direction of Abbie Helmer Vining (1906-07). W.L. Wright, after four years'
study in Berlin with Leopold Godowsky, took over in 1907 and remained director until 1947.
During the 1920s and 1930s, the department attracted students from across Canada to work
with Wright, Esther Magdalene Moore, Kathleen Moffat Fairbairn (piano), and Ruth Morgan
(voice) towards graduate and post-graduate diplomas. During the Depression and the Second
World War, music education at Brandon College declined as a result of financial woes facing
the College and the departure of students to the war.

Under directors Peggy A. Sharpe (acting director 1947-48), and Lorne Watson (1948-1981),
most instruction was given to elementary and high school students from Brandon. Through the
encouragement and support of successive university presidents, the music faculty and
university music credit courses were expanded to make possible a music minor within a B.A.
or B.Sc. degree. By 1963, the college offered the first B.Mus. program (music education and
applied) in Manitoba. In the same year, the Department of Music became the School of Music
with two areas of activity: one continuing the conservatory tradition, the other leading to
university degrees. Watson continued as director while Sharpe assumed the new position of
supervisor of the conservatory. She was succeeded by Watson in 1981.

When Brandon attained university status, the School of Music became a member of the
Western Board of Music (WBM), now Conservatory Canada. Later a B.Mus. (general) was
added and, in 1980, the M.Mus. (music education and applied). In 1981, Watson was
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was re-named dean. In 1987 Lawrence Jones became dean. Jones was followed by Patrick
Carrabre and Glen Carruthers.

Originally housed in Clark Hall, in 1963 the School of Music moved into a new building,
officially opened by Sir Ernest MacMillan, on 28 October 1963. It housed a music library,
electronic music studio, classrooms, rehearsal hall and studios. Increased enrolment in the
1970s necessitated the acquisition of three adjacent houses. On 5 October 1984, Queen
Elizabeth Il opened the present music building, which is named after her.

The school's reputation as a centre of string pedagogy dates from Albert Pratz' appointment to
the faculty in 1964 and the engagement of the Halifax Trio (Brandon University Trio) as artists-
in-residence in 1966. The Wawanesa Insurance Co. in 1964 established a string scholarship
program, which has since been carried on through the Carl and Lyle Sanders Grant and the
R.D. Bell String Scholarships. A Suzuki string program was set up in 1977, directed by Alison
Ryles (B.Mus. Brandon, 1978) who was followed in 1981 by Gerhard Ginader.

Besides the Brandon University Trio, school ensembles have included the Brandon University
Orchestra, Concert Band, Chorale, Jazz Bands and Guitar Ensemble. The Collegium
Musicum, formed in 1973 by James Mendenhall, has a collection of replicas of early
instruments. The school frequently produces an opera (or musical theatre work) directed by
Sylvia Richardson.

Student pursuing a major in music education have founded an active organization known as
the Brandon University Student Music Educators' Association (BUSMEA), which is, in effect, a
student branch of Manitoba Music Educators Association (MMEA). Annual summer schools
enhance the program. In the 1960s, under the direction of Peggy A. Sharpe, recitals and
workshops were given by visiting artists. In the 1980s, the emphasis was on graduate courses,
including the offering of a Kodaly specialist diploma.

In the conservatory, music for children classes, the Suzuki string program, and classes in the
Alexander technique are offered. The conservatory offers courses for gifted students. It also

sponsored annual workshops for teachers. Clinicians have included Lawrence Jones, Lorne
Watson, Gordon Macpherson, Sydney Young Mclnnis, Shirley Yip, Elizabeth Grant and Irma

Toews.

The School of Music acts as a musical focus for southwestern Manitoba. Beginning in the
1960s, it co-sponsored (with the MMEA) an annual choral/orchestral workshop in January
attracting up to 300 music educators and students from Manitoba and beyond. Rehearsals of
the Brandon Community Chorus and Community Orchestra take place at the school, as do
most events of the Brandon Festival of the Arts. It is also the home of the annual S.C. Eckhardt-
Gramatte competition for the Performance of Canadian Music and the annual Brandon Jazz
Festival. One reason for such constant activitiy is the excellence of the Queen Elizabeth Il
Music Building, which includes an advanced electronic studio, rehearsal halls for orchestras,
bands and choirs and a 200-seat hall with recording facilities and ideal acoustics. On the
occasion of Lorne Watson's 40th anniversary at Brandon that hall was named the Lorne
Watson Recital Hall in his honour.

The music school's first graduate (1966) was Jack Spalding. Honourary doctorates in music
have been awarded to W.L. Wright (1969), S.C. Eckhardt-Gramatte (1970), Murray Adaskin
(1972), Jon Vickers (1976), Kenneth Winters (1989), the Guess Who and Tom Cochrane.

Scope and Content:

Series has been divided into three sub-series, including: (1) Dean of Music; (2) Music Faculty
Council; and (3) School of Music publications.

S. J. McKee Archives



Notes:

Name Access:

Subject Access:

Storage Location:

Related Material:

The history/bio note was taken from the Encyclopedia of Music in
Canada at http://www.collectionscanada.ca/emc/m17-119.01-e.php?
uid=415&uidc=ID (January 2006). The entry was written by Lorne
Watson. Peggy A. Sharpe died in 2005.

Lorne Watson

Peggy A. Sharpe
Gordon Macpherson
Lawrence Jones
Patrick Carrabre

Glenn Carruthers

S.C. Eckhardt-Gramatte
Brandon University Trio
Halifax Trio

music

music education
degree program

deans

director

conservatory

kodaly

RG 6 Brandon University fonds
Series 7: Faculties and Schools

A file of miscellaneous newspaper clippings etc. assembled by Eileen
McFadden for the period 1979-1985, is located in the Institutional Files in
the Reading Room.

Thomas Hector McLeod
et http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4300
Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds

Description Level:
Series Number:
GMD:

Date Range:

Physical Description:

Sub-series
MG11.6
textual records
1995

0.5¢cm
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History /
Biographical:

Thomas Hector MacDonald McLeod (Tommy) was born in Weyburn, Saskatchewan in August
1918. During his youth in Weyburn, McLeod was a member of Tommy Douglas' Baptist
congretation; it was Douglas who encouraged McLeod to attend Brandon College. McLeod
attended Brandon College from 1937 to 1940. While there, he received scholarships in Bible,
Economics, and General Efficiency, as well as receiving the Medal in Sociology during his final
year. Following graduation in 1940, McLeod studied economics at the University of Indiana,
receiving his M.A. in 1941. Later that year he returned to Brandon College to teach economics
and sociology. From 1941 until 1944, he also acted as the Resident Master. He remained at
Brandon College for three years. McLeod married Beryl (Pentland) Thompson c. 1943 and
together they had five children: Beth, Ellen, lan, Brian and Morna.

Following the election of Tommy Douglas as Premier of Saskatchewan, McLeod was
employed in a variety of senior positions in the Saskatchewan civil service. In 1952, McLeod
was named the Dean of Commerce at the University of Saskatchewan, Regina Campus.

In 1961, he served as the Chief Consultant (Ford Foundation) to the Turkish Government. In
1962, McLeod was the supervisor of an eight man team advising the Iranian government on
Economic Planning Activities. He has also served as a Special Advisor in Public
Administration and Higher Education for the Canadian Development Agency.

In 1963, he became the chairman of the Saskatchewan Royal Commission on Taxation.
McLeod accepted the position of Dean of the College of Arts and Science, Regina Campus at
the University of Saskatchewan on May 15, 1964. In May 1965, he became Vice-Principal of
the University of Saskatchewan, Regina Campus.

McLeod had a Ph.D. in Government and Economics from Harvard. As well, he was a past
recipient of the Vanier Medal (1971) for outstanding contribution to public administration in
Canada. In 1987, McLeod wrote a book entitled "Tommy Douglas: the Road to Jerusalem."
Also in 1987, McLeod was awarded an honorary degree from Brandon University. In 2003,
McLeod was awarded the Order of Canada.

Thomas Hector MacDonald McLeod died on January 1, 2008 in Victoria, BC.

Custodial History:

McLeod donated a copy of the paper, subsequently published in Manitoba History, to the
McKee Archives c. 1995.

Scope and Content:

Thomas McLeod’s records consist of a paper written in 1995, entitled "S.J. McKee of Brandon
College: A Biographical Note on a Man and an Institution.” This paper is a brief history of
Brandon College and S.J. McKee'’s role in the formation of it. Beginning with the foundation of
the short-lived Canada Baptist College, as well as the foundation of the Canadian Literary
Institute, McLeod traces the history of Baptists and higher education. The paper is a fairly good
guide to researchers wanting to know a bit of the background behind Brandon College. The
bibliography in the back also gives researchers several ideas on where to look for additional
information.

Notes: Obituary is in the January 5, 2008 Globe and Mail. H. Clare Pentland and

Tommy McLeod studied economics together at Brandon College under
W.T. Easterbrook, who later taught at the University of Toronto.

Name Access: Tommy McLeod

Brandon College

S.J. McKee

S. J. McKee Archives
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Subject Access: Baptist education

educational history

Storage Location: MG 1 Brandon College Teaching and Administration

1.6 Thomas Hector McLeod

Related Material: W. T. Easterbrook, “Clare Pentland-Brandon College, 1937-1940,”

Canadian Journal of Political and Social Theory, vol. 3, no. 2 (Spring-
Summer 1979), p. 101.

University Librarian
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions170
Part Of: RG 6 Brandon University fonds

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: 8.1

GMD: textual records

Physical Description: 4.6 m

History /
Biographical:

UNIVERSITY LIBRARIANS/DIRECTORS OF LIBRARY SERVICES:
EILEEN M. MCFADDEN (1967-1977)

Eileen May McFadden was raised in the Brandon area and obtained her B.A. from Brandon
College (University of Manitoba) in 1953, her B.L.S. from McGill University in 1954 and her
M.L.S. from the University of Toronto in 1978. Following service in the libraries of the University
of Toronto and the University of Manitoba from 1954-1959, McFadden found employment at
Brandon College/University, first as a Librarian (1959-1969) and then as Director of Library
Services (1969-1977). In the late 1970s, McFadden became the University Archivist. She held
this post until her retirement in 1997.

She is a former president of the Brandon Council of Women and a former councillor of the
Canadian Library Association. Eileen McFadden continued to live in Brandon until her death
on August 24, 2001.

T.A. MITCHELL (1978-1982; 1996 - 1997/1998 (acting); and 1999-2001 (acting))

Terrence A. Mitchell received his B.A. and his Bachelor of Education degrees from the
University of Manitoba in 1958 and 1966 respectively. In 1970, he obtained his Master of
Science in Librarianship from Western Michigan University. Mitchell taught in Manitoba
schools before becoming Education Librarian at Brandon College in 1966. He returned to his
work at Brandon University in January 1977, after a two year secondment to the Canadian
International Development Agency to develop the library of the Kenya Technical Teachers
College, Nairobi, Kenya. In 1978, he became Director of Library Services.

MARILYN NICHOLS (1983 - c. 1988)

Marilyn Nichols was raised in Crawfordsville, Indiana. She attended high school there before
going on to Denison College in Ohio where she obtained a B.A. in history and French. Further
studies included undergratuate studies at Indiana University and an M.A.L.S. from the
University of Minnesota. Nichols came to Brandon in 1967, with her husband Ken, and began
her library career at Brandon University in 1975. Her first assignment was librarian to Inter-
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University of the North (IUN) and later she assumed the position of Head of Technical Services.
Nichols was appointed Director of Library Services in 1983; she held the position until a few
months before her sudden death on March 17, 1989.

*In the interim between Nichols and Bazillion, various members of the Library staff informally
held the position of Director of Library Services, until Meir Serfaty, then Vice-President
(Academic and Research) assumed the position. He remained Director until Bazillion was
hired.

RICHARD BAZILLION (1990 - 1995/1996)

Richard James Bazillion graduated from the College of Liberal Arts, Boston University with an
A.B., from the Graduate School of Education, Harvard University with his M.A.T., from the
University of Wisconsin at Madison with his Ph.D. (modern European history with
specialization in nineteenth-century Germany), and from the University of Wisconsin at
Madison with his MAA.L.S.

From 1969-1971 he was a faculty member at Sir George Williams University (now Concordia
University). From 1971-1980 he was employed as a faculty member at Algoma University
College, and from 1980-1990 he was the Library Director for that institution, as well as an
associate professor of history and a member of the graduate faculty of Laurentian University. In
1990, he became the University Librarian at Brandon University, as well as an adjunct faculty
member in the Department of History.

During his time in Brandon, Bazillion oversaw the construction of the Brandon University library
building as chair of the project-management team. He also served as a member for the
following organizations: Search Committee for Dean of Arts; Board/Senate Planning and
Priorities Committee; Board/Senate Budget Committee; Senate Library Committee; and the
University Senate. In addition to his work for Brandon Univeristy, Bazillion also did consulting
work, and in 1993, Bazillion, Braun & Associates, consultants in library design, furnishings,
equipping and moving, was registered in Manitoba.

Richard J. Bazillion resigned from his position as University Librarian some time during the
1995/1996 school year.

B. FOLEY (1997-1999)

Prior to coming to Brandon University, Bob Foley held the position of Director, Information
Technologies, Applications and Planning / Librarian at the Banff Centre (1979-1997). From
1997-1999, he acted as Chief Information Officer and University Librarian at Brandon
University, before going to the University of Regina as University Librarian (1999-2003). Since
August 2006, Foley has been employed as the Director of Library Services at Malaspina
University-College in Nanaimo, B.C.

L. BURRIDGE (1989 (acting) and 2001 - April 30, 2011)

No biographical information yet.

CHRIS HURST - Acting (May 2011 - September 2013)

No biographical information yet.

BETTY BRAAKSMA (September 16, 2013 - April 2019)

Elizabeth Braaksma obtained her BA (Honours) from Brock University and a Master of Library

Science from the Univeristy of Toronto. Right before joing Brandon University she worked as
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H. RAINER SCHIRA - Acting (May 2018 - April 2020)

No biographical information yet.

Scope and Content:

Sub-series includes records related to budget, planning, library employment, acquisitions,

surveys, COPUL, external associations, library building plans, statistics, inter-library loan, and

publications, as well as general files and correspondence. A portion of the sub-series consists
of Senate records of former University Librarian Eileen McFadden. These records measure
1.2 m and include materials from: Senate (1964-1984), Senate Library Committee (19687-
19807), Senate Ad Hoc Committee on Committees (1968), Senate By-law Revision
Committee (1967-1972), Senate Committee on Counselling (1967-69), and Senate Long
Range Planning Committee (1967-19777). There is also a box labelled "Restricted file" (1964-

1980).

Notes:

Storage Location:

General information in the History/Bio field was taken from University
calendars and from a position description (1994). Biographical
information for R.J. Bazillion was taken from his personnel file located in
RG 6, series 7, sub sub series 7.1.1 (Dean of Arts). Biographical
information on Marilyn Nichols was taken from an ariticle in "The Quill"
(April 6, 1989). Biographical information for Bob Foley was taken from
http://www.mala.ca/library/about/\WNarchive.htm (September 2006).

RG 6 Brandon University fonds
Series 8: Library Services

Robert Troy Blair fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions13300

Part Of:
Description Level:
Accession Number:
GMD:

Date Range:

Physical Description:

Physical Condition:

RG 1 Brandon College fonds
Sub-series

18-2013

multiple media

September 1950 - June 1954
2 scrapbooks (7.5 cm)

Excellent
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History /
Biographical:

Robert (Bob) Troy Blair was born on March 11, 1930 in Brandon, MB. His first six years were
spent in Alexander, MB, where his father and uncle operated a grocery store. In 1936, his
family moved to Souris, MB, where his father ran a grocery store. Blair received his primary
and high school education, with the exception of Grade 12, in Souris.

Blair remembers his school years in Souris as mainly happy years. He was involved with both
piano and organ music lessons. he was never interested in physical sports with the exception
of golf. World War Il broke out in September of 1939. Souris became the site of #17 SFTS and
home base for the British Commonwealth Air Training Plan. Many of the service men came
from England, Australia and New Zealand. Blair's mother always entertained at least two for
dinner every Sunday. Rationing of sugar, tea and coffee, butter and meat became a way of life.
Blair had the job every Saturday of pasting the ration coupons into booklets. It was also when
he was in Grade 6, that Blair realized he was more attracted to boys than to girls. Perhaps it
was because so many attractive airmen surrounded him!

In November of 1947, the Blair family relocated to Alexander where Bob Blair finished his
Grade 11. This was not a good year due to bullying. In September of 1948, Blair moved to
Winnipeg to attend United College for his Grade 12. Upon completion of Grade 12, Blair
remained in Winnipeg until June 1950. he worked at a number of businesses - Gestetner,
Eaton's Mail Order shoe department, Maple Leaf Milling, and the drug store in the Medical Arts
Building. In September 1950, he entered Brandon College. Blair was very active in extra-
curricular affairs while at Brandon College; particularly drama. Following his B.A. he enrolled in
the Education Faculty, having decided to become a teacher.

Blair's teaching career spanned 34 years. All but one year was spent in the Brandon School
Division. On his first day of teaching in the Division he met the man with whom he would spend
the next 46 years. He was primarily a teacher of English and Music. A highlight of his career
was exchange teaching in Sacramento, California in 1961. Orientation for exchange took
place in August in Washington, D.C., where Blair had the opportunity to meet President J.F.
Kennedy. He vividly recals the morning that JFK was assassinated on November 22, 1963. In
September 1965, Blair assumed the principalship of Park School and in September of 1969,
the same position at George Fitton School where re remained until his retirement in 1989. He
was a member of the Brandon Picnipals' Association, the National Association of Elementary
School Principals, and servedas President of the Brandon Teachers' Association. Among his
major accomplishments during his time as principal were the introduction of a centralized
school library in both Park and George Fitton Schools and the integration of special needs
students into regular classroom situations wherever possible. He was made a Life Member of
the Manitoba Teachers' Society (Brandon) in June 1990. Following his retirement Blair worked
as a Library Automation Consultant (1989-1993).

Blair also had numerous community involvements during his time in Brandon. he was active in
the Brandon Little Theatre (Best Actor Award, Manitoba Drama Festival for One Act Plays in
1963), the Brandon Festival of the Arts, the Eckhardt-Gramatte National Music Competition,
and Arm Industries to name a few.

Following the death of his partnerin 2001, Blair moved to Saskatoon to live with a younger gay
couple. He has been active in volunteerism: as an Ambassador for the Saskatoon Airport
Authority, assistant with the Saskatoon Health Region's Immunization Clinics, information clerk
for the Festival of Trees, data entry clerk for the Saskatoon Music Festival, on the Board of the
Saskatoon Jazz Society, and Hospitality Coordinator for the Saskatoon Jazz Festival.

As of October 2013, Bob Blair continues to live in Saskatoon, SK.
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Custodial History:

Records were in Blair's possession until he donated them to the Mckee Archives on
Homecoming weekend October 2013.

Scope and Content:

Fonds consists of two scrapbooks containing 145 photographs and ephemera (play and
graduation programs, tickets, pins, newspaper clippings) documenting Bob Blair's days at
Brandon College. Social events and extra-curricular activities are heavily featured in the two

scrapbooks. Also included are graduation portraits for the Classes of 1951, 1952 and 1953.

Of the 145 photographs all are black and white except for two photos of the Class of '53
reconvocation (May 1993), and one from the Class of '53 reunion (2003).

Notes: History/Bio provided by Bob Blair (October 2013).

Name Access: Brandon College
Angus Jackson
Pat Magnacca
Freshie Week
Senior Stick
Lady Stick
Harvest Cabaret
Sigma Mu
Glee Club
Bob Blair
Jack Yeomans
Walter Dinsdale
Don Cronk
Bob McPherson
Lorne Watson
Marg Sanderson
Hazel Turnbull
Claudia Dickey
Gordon Bradley
Terry Prysiazniuk
Diane Lissaman
Joan Garnett
Doris Penstock
Dianne Macdonald
Ivey Graham
Joyce Pickard
Cathy Crawford
Roberta Wilkie
Marie Kullberg
Isabel Lyon
Shirley Pryce
J.RC. Evans
Marjorie Kyles
Jo Thordarson

Ross George
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Edward Perry
Emest Birkinshaw
Barney Thordarson
Fall Formal
Variety Night
Installation Night
Paul McKinnon
The Saga of Brandon
Bill White

Ron Bell

Jerry Jerret

Rosa Ziolkowski
Murray Smith
Class of 1951
Harold Moffat

Bill Sutherland
Murray Coulthard
Frank Adamski
John McLean
Jack Medd

Jack Muir

Bill Fraser

Ken Morrison
Clifford Kitson
Ray Brown

Mike Doig

Ernie Shaw

Jack Scott
Doreen Dennison
Lois Kennedy
Lorna Prokaska
Ferne Henderson
Doreen Fedoruk
Marg Leckie
Freshie Parade
Helen Batho

Fred Calverly
Jim Crawford
Verda Peden
Olga Evasko
Betty Finch

Fred Schwarok
Jim Struthers
Muriel Bedford

John Brown
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Freshie Royalty
Booster Night
Mary Jane Sexton
Marilyn Rust
Mildred McMurray
Mary-Jane MacLachlan
George Leask
George Jakubowski
Jack Purvis

My Sister Eileen
Edith Laycock
Ivey Robbins

Ken Campbell
Mac Andrews
Marion Simmons
Arnold Minish
Madeline Irving
Ernie Criddle

Don Dillistone
Gordon Hunter
Cathy Nelson

Jim Kelleher
Anne Kelleher
Neil McKellar
Ron Doupe

Bruce Watson
Neil MacKay
Peter Prokaska
Roger Ramsden
Bill Bridgett
Graham Hunt
John Muirhead
David Brodie
Murray MacDonald
Dr. Kidd

Cam Finlay

Blair MacRae
Donna McPhail
Louise Hoey
Agnes Nicholson
Jean Allan

Joan Urie

Royce Richardson
Don Rousell

Bill Black
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Ken McNeeley
Rosalie Prokopchuk
Jean Morrison

Jacice Forrest

Fuzz Fedoruk

Brian Davison

Joan MacLachlan
First International Relations Club Conference
Minot Teachers' College
International Peace Gardens
Bruce Mcliroy
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Subject Access: Student government
initiations
student activities
dances
basketball
talent shows
drama productions
major productions
Hockey
graduations
programs
parades
dorm rooms
student housing
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college letters
class flags
banquets

Storage Location: 2013 accessions

World University Service

.A http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions5142
Part Of: Brandon University Photograph Collection
Description Level: Sub-series
Series Number: 10.11
GMD: graphic
Date Range: 1960-1965, 1980s

Physical Description: 5 photographs
Scope and Content:
Sub-series consists of photographs of various World University Service events.

Storage Location: Brandon University Photograph Collection
Series 10: Special Events
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