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History /
Biographical:

Gladys Elizabeth Ward (nee Cartwright) was born August 16, 1909 in Dauphin, MB. In 1911
her family relocated to Winnipegosis, MB. Gladys worked as a school teacher in Winnipegosis
from 1929-1931.

In 1931 Gladys married William Edward Ward (1910-1964), a fisherman and mechanic in
Winnipegosis, MB. After her marriage, Gladys left her job as a fulltime school teacher to work
part time as a substitute teacher, a cook in a girls camp and a full time housewife until 1933. In
1934, Gladys’ only child, Mervyn Ward was born. She would not find out until many years later
that her only child was born at the height of her tuberculosis infection. Gladys returned to
teaching full time in 1938, until she was forced to resign due to illness in 1939.

Due to her tuberculosis illness Gladys was forced to relocate from Winnipegosis to Ninette,
MB in 1941, where she lived in the Sanatorium as a patient until 1947. In 1945, Gladys was
well enough to work part time as a cook in the Sanatorium kitchen. After her release from the
Sanatorium in 1947, Gladys continued to live in Ninette with her husband and son, continuing
to work at the Sanatorium as an assistant purchasing agent under the direction of Bill Stewart.
After Stewart’s retirement in 1963, Gladys took over as the purchasing agent for the
Sanatorium until her own retirement in 1974.

After her retirement from the Sanatorium, Gladys cared for her elderly father, mother, and her
older brother who was an epileptic, all of whom resided with her in her home in Ninette. Gladys
Elizabeth Ward died in Killarney, MB on January 5, 1990. She is buried at Ninette Cemetery.

Custodial History:

As part of the Westman Oral History Collection, this collection was accessioned by the McKee
Archives in 1998. The original tapes from the Westman Oral History project were deposited in
the Brandon Public Library. Copies of these originals were made by Margaret Pollex of the
Brandon University Language Lab at the request of Eileen McFadden, University Archivist in
the early 1990s. These copies compose the collection held in the McKee Archives.
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Scope and Content:

Item is an audiocassette tape containing an interview with Gladys Ward about her experience
as a tuberculosis patient and staff member at the Ninette Sanatorium. Interviewer is Dr. DB
Stewart. The item covers biographical information and personal data, including how she
contracted tuberculosis. The recording documents Gladys’ recollection of her initial arrival at
the Sanatorium and her first year of “chasing the cure.” Gladys explores the hardships of being
a patient at the Sanatorium. Moreover, the interview documents detailed medical terminology
associated with tuberculosis and treatments used by doctors at the Sanatorium during the
1940s. In addition, the interview outlines names of Sanatorium employees as well as outlines
the permanence and impermanence of friendships among patients. It also documents Gladys’
recovery and movement from patient to staff member at the sanatorium. Lastly, the recording
covers the conversion of the institution to the Pelican Lake Training Centre.

Notes: History/Biographical information taken from the records and the Find A
Grave website. Description by Morganna Malyon (December 2011) and
Christy Henry.

Subject Access: tuberculosis

sanatoriums

Access Restriction: Consult University Archivist for access.

Language Note: English

Conservation: Preservation copy created 2021 (R. Hess)
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