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Description Level: Item

Item Number: OH236.Mur

Accession Number: 35-1998

GMD: sound recordings

Date Range: May 16, 1983

Physical Description: 1 audio cassette [00:45:00]

History /
Biographical:

Melvin Earl Murray was born on October 16, 1901 in Neepawa, MB and he lived his entire life
in there. Earl left school at the age of 15 to assist an uncle on the farm; he was one of a number
of young men who took the place of men who were called to serve in the armed services during
the First World War. He worked with his father on his farm until startin a transportation
business locally in 1927. In 1932, he obtained a contract with General Motors to sell G.M.
products. Subsequently he contracted to sell IHC farm machineray and later added a contract
as distributor of Thomas school buses for the Province of Manitoba. Earl married Margaret
Mary McIntosh (1902-1994) on November 5, 1924 and together they had one son, Gerald. Earl
was active in church and community affairs, service clubs and sporting circles. Among his
awards were The Town of Neepawa Honorary Citizen award, The Golden Boy award, The Red
Cross Service award, a Chamber of Commerce award, Motor Dealers awards provincially
and nationally and Her Majesty The Queen Silver Anniversary award. Earl Murray died on
September 4, 1986 in Brandon, MB. He is buried at Riverside Cemetery.

Custodial History:

As part of the Westman Oral History Collection, this collection was accessioned by the McKee
Archives in 1998. The original tapes from the Westman Oral History project were deposited in
the Brandon Public Library. Copies of these originals were made by Margaret Pollex of the
Brandon University Language Lab at the request of Eileen McFadden, University Archivist in
the early 1990s. These copies compose the collection held in the McKee Archives.

Scope and Content:

Item is an audiocassette tape containing an interview with Earl Murray about automobiles in
Neepawa since the early days. The interviewer is Winnie Cheetham.

Notes: History/bio information taken from the records, the Neepawa local history
"Heritage" and Murray's obituary. Description by Christy Henry.

Language Note: English
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Part Of: Westman Oral History collection

Description Level: Item

Item Number: OH095.McL

Accession Number: 35-1998

GMD: sound recordings

Date Range: June 17, 1983

Physical Description: 1 audio cassette [00:44:37]

History /
Biographical:

Gerald Norman McLeod was born on August 15, 1910 in Renfrew County, Ontario. As a boy
his parents moved to Bounty, SK to try farming. In 1927, they moved to Pine Falls, MB where
Gerald lived for a number of years and worked in many capacities for the Manitoba Paper
Company. In 1943, he enlisted in the army and served overseas with the Royal Canadian
Signal Corps until returning to Canada to marry Joan Louise (Woods) Woolverton (1912-2013)
in 1946. Upon his return he got a job working with the National Film Board. In 1950, the couple
moved to Glenboro, MB where they lived and raised their children: Gail Woolverton, David
Woolverton, Sheldon McLeod and Ann McLeod. Gerald retired from the National Film Board in
1973. In retirement he continued activities in photography and gardening. He also canvassed
for the Heart and Stroke Foundation. Gerald McLeod died on October 8, 1995 in Glenboro,
MB. He is buried at Pine Falls Community Cemetery.

Custodial History:

As part of the Westman Oral History Collection, this collection was accessioned by the McKee
Archives in 1998. The original tapes from the Westman Oral History project were deposited in
the Brandon Public Library. Copies of these originals were made by Margaret Pollex of the
Brandon University Language Lab at the request of Eileen McFadden, University Archivist in
the early 1990s. These copies compose the collection held in the McKee Archives.

Scope and Content:

Item is an audiocassette tape containing an interview with Gerald McLeod, that he entitled
"Root, Hog or Die." The interview covers various jobs Gerald held during his life, including
various positions at a lumber mill, cutting firewood with his father, his time as an engineer’s
assistant, fighting forest fires as a volunteer and his first years working with the National Film
Board. The interview also covers to great extent his political views during the 1930’s and his
association with the CCF. He also speaks a great deal about the financial destitution people
faced during his time in Saskatchewan and later in Manitoba during the Depression.
Interviewer is Irene Brown.

Notes: History/bio information taken from obituary in the Glenboro Gazette.
Transcript by Richard Bee (2014). Description by Christy Henry.

Language Note: English
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