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William J. Birtles fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4813

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 7-2003

GMD: multiple media

Date Range: c. 1880; c. 1935-2001

Physical Description: 4 photographs;
2 biographical sketches

History /
Biographical:

William Birtles was born in Alexander, Manitoba in 1930. He received his early education at
Alexander School. In 1948, he completed grade 12 at St. John's College School in Winnipeg.
He undertook formal training in art, beginning in 1949, at the Winnipeg School of Art. In 1952,
he graduated from the Manitoba Provincial Normal School. After teaching school in Winnipeg
for three years, Birtles completed a Bachelor of Fine Arts with a major in Sculpture in 1958. He
obtained a Bachelor of Education from the University of Manitoba in 1970. Throughout his
adult years, Birtles taught in various Manitoba communities, was active as an artist, showing
his work and winning awards. He was also active in the Manitoba Society of Artists and
associated provincial organizations. Birtles is retired and is a resident of Winnipeg, Manitoba.

Custodial History:

All of the items in the fonds were in the possession of William Birtles until their donation to the
McKee Archives in 2003.

Scope and Content:

Fonds consists of photographs of Ms. Sarah Birtles, Rt. Rev W.W.H. Thomas D.D, the Thomas
Smith farmhouse located northwest of Alexander, and a postcard containing a photograph of
Westminster Abbey. Fonds also contains two biographical sketches written by William Birtles:
one of Ms. Sarah Birtles - three pages - and one of Rt. Rev. W.W. H. Thomas D.D - six pages.
Also includes the program of the Composite Lodge No. 64 G.R.M., A.F. & A.M. sixty-fifth
Anniversary (Alexander, MB 1961).

Notes: CAIN No. 202569

Subject Access: Sarah Birtles

Rt. Rev. W.W.H. Thomas D.D

Thomas Smith

Alexander

Manitoba

farmhouse

masonic lodge

Storage Location: 2003 accessions

Storage Range: 2003 accessions
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James Douglas Wall collection
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4845

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 12-2004

GMD: multiple media

Date Range: 1900-1904

Physical Description: 35 photographs; 1 map (measuring 1.5 m x 1.5 m)

History /
Biographical:

James Douglas Wall was born in Brandon, Manitoba on March 22, 1933, the only son of
James Jesse Wall and Audrey May Simm. James Wall grew up in Brandon, attending public
schools in the city and graduating from Brandon Collegiate Institute. At an early age, he
became a member of the 82nd Squadron Royal Canadian Air Cadets. In the summer of 1950,
he earned his pilot's wings through the Air Cadets Scholarship Program. Wall has been
employed with the Brandon Flying Club and has earned a commercial pilot's licence and an
aircraft maintenance engineer's licence. In 1957, he became manager of Maple Leaf Aviation
Limited. Wall is a long time member of the South West branch of the Manitoba Genealogical
Society, Inc. of which he has served as president for several terms. Wall has been married to
his wife Elizabeth since 1957. They have one son, David. James Douglas Wall died in
Brandon, Manitoba on February 11, 2011.

Custodial History:

These items were acquired by Wall in his capacity as President of the Southwest Branch of the
Manitoba Genealogical Society. Custodial history prior to their acquisition by Wall and his
donation of them to the S.J. McKee Archives is unknown.

Scope and Content:

Collection contains 35 photographs of Baldur, Manitoba taken ca. 1900. These photographs
contain images of buildings, street scenes, and residents (individuals and groups) of Baldur,
Manitoba. Collection also includes a copy of Christie's Map of the City of Brandon ca. 1900.

Subject Access: rural images

Baldur, MB

Storage Location: 2004 accessions; map is rolled and leaning against the wall in the back
room with the oversized oversize photographs
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