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History /
Biographical:

The Birtle Indian Residential School was opened by the Presbyterian Mission on December 3,
1888. Prior to that date, there had been a school allocated within the Birtle district for the Bird-
Tail Sioux within Treaty 4. The new boarding school was located within the town limits of Birtle
along the Bird-Tail River. The school was made of stone, was three stories high (not counting
the basement), and was designed to accommodate fifty students. Connected to the school
was thirty acres of land. The main building consisted of the school room, refectory, kitchen, and
boys and girls dormitory. Besides the main school building, there was a barn that could
accommodate fifteen head of cattle, a root-house and a small shed in which the parents would
keep their ponies in the winter when they would come to visit the children. In the front of the
residence there was a square piece of ground fenced off which consisted of a lawn and flower
garden. The back of the residence was graveled for twenty yards. A garden of four acres was
also connected with the school where vegetables were grown for use at the school.

Upon the opening of the school, there was considerable opposition on behalf of the parents as
to the children being lodged and boarded such a substantial distance away from the greater
Native population. This dissipated as the school gained acceptance within the Native
community and attendance gradually increased as a resullt.

The headmaster at the original Bird-Tail school at the time of its assimilation into the Birtle
Indian Residential School was J.D. Burgess. The first principle of the Birtle Indian Residential
School was Rev. G.G. McLaren. He held the position from 1888 until November 1894, when he
was replaced by Neil Gilmour. William J. Small became principle in 1896, and remained in that
position until 1901.

The principal studies at the school were reading, writing, arithmetic, spelling and drawing.
Although there were no trades associated with the school, the students were instructed in
basic industries. The students also received moral training at the boarding schools. Girls were
instructed in the branches of housework (washing, ironing, scrubbing , baking, cooking,
sewing, knitting, tailoring, dressmaking, milking and butter-making). Boys were instructed in
gardening, caring for stock, sawing, chopping and splitting wood, and were expected to help
with the carpentry needs around the building. Special attention was also given to ethics and
speaking English in class. There was also extensive religious training. Students were
expected to attend church at least once each Sabbath in addition to their morning and evening
worship and the study of the Bible and catechism in class.

During the summer the students participated in an abundance of outdoor exercise and
recreation. The boys played a variety of sports, including baseball and soccer. The girls were
allowed to go on long walks in the country or were given free time outdoors to take partin
whatever they desired. Certain students exhibited a musical flare by playing instruments such
as the madolin or the harmonica. One student, Hugh McKay, even worked part time at the local
printing press during his tenure at the school. In the winter, students participated in ice-skating
twice a week and the boys were allowed to play football for an hour a day. The girls could go
on their walks and two or three times a week were taken for a drive a few miles into the
country. There were two large playrooms within the main building for use during bad weather or
when it was too cold outside for recreation during the winter.

Custodial History:

Fonds was accessioned by the McKee Archives in 1997. Prior custodial history is unknown.
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Scope and Content:

Fonds consists of one attendance register from the Birtle Indian Residential School for the
years 1888-1898. The total number of students within the register is 133. The attendance
record covers the student's name, the date of their admission, their age, "full or half blood"
Native status, tribe (ie. Sioux), band (ie. Bird-Tail Sioux), parents' names and father's rank,
whether the parents were living or dead, parents' religion, places and periods of previous
education and educational level of the student at the time of their registration. The average
annual attendance at the school was forty-five students.

Students include (listed in the order in which they appear in the register): Elizabeth Benjamin;
Arthur Johnston; Hagar Bunntec; Susan Hunter; Julia Eastman; Dayar David; Charlie Hanchia;
Louis Eastman; Andrew Ben; Irad Bunn; Cilas Bohha; Ellen Benjamin; Carolyn Simpson;
Joseph Charles; Esau Thunder; Odes Thunder; Maggie Ben; Angus Bone; Duncan Burgess;
Nobaire Bone; Susan Gambler; Hugh McKay; George Bird; Mary Boyer; Alice Matheson;
William Bone; Jeremiah Bone; Thomas Blackbird; Ellen Bone; Dwight Gambler; Joseph Ben;
Smauel Benjamin; Charlie Cote; James Cote; Elizabeth Bone; Peter Ondie Burgess; Gilbert
Walker; Frances Enoch; Isabel McKay; Norman Brandon; Jessie Brandon; Rosie Morrisau;
Alex Tanner; Francis Tanner; Charlie Tanner; Jane Bone; Willis Boyer; Joseph Tanner; Gilbert
Boyer; Mary Jane Tanner; Archy McDonald; Katie Brown; Bessie Brown; Tina Siaton; John
Hunter; Nora Best; Lexy Smith; Nannie Jandrew; Eva Hunter; Anne Ben; Marisha Thunder;
Ralph Kerr; Maggie Cook; Frank Sealton; Louis Chisholm; Lydia Nakaloo; Agnes Minnie; John
Assinnewasis; Lizzie Sunguish; Hattie Sunguish; Jim Takakowewewe; Horace
Takakowewewe; Nillie Yellowbird; Elizabeth Nakatoo; Alexander Brandon; Fred Brandon;
Susan Blackbird; Jacob Blackbird; Harry Menlick Manshuse; Ellen McKay; George Hunter;
Herbert Menlick Oliver; Flora Bird; Lucy Takakowewewe; Amos Hui Naste; Younge Singus;
Susette Blackbird; Nellie Bunn; Daisy Bunn; Victoria Brandon; Janet Ashlakeesie; Mary
Nubris; Bertha Hanshnu; Laura Bone; John Desparles; Okerta Desparles; Emma
Assissipenace; Maggie Bearbull; Lucy Eosisamuswa; Robert Bluebird; Willie Seaton; Cahrlie
Singoosh; Seclonia Mekis; Fanny Singoosh; Birtha McWeg?; Jen Eescanigah; Ethel
Messegnot; Patrick Bone; Joseph Mekas; Magie Kalropunace; Augris Mekas; Sarah
Wawapenace; Walter Longelaw; Eva ShaManilo Wigwam; Elsie Blackbird; Jen Ercock; Alesi
Flett; Fred Longclaws; Marie Macheantie; Annie Clare; Flossie Longclaws; Andrew
Pewapucolenu; David Bunn; Elizabeth Penapeccolimee; and Peter Rattlesnake.

Notes: Description by Cory Anderson (1999). A copy of his finding aid and the

essay he wrote on the Birtle Indian Residential School are located in the
Birtle Industrial School fonds file (Finding aid drawer in the McKee
Reading Room). The Sioux people who attended the Birtle Indian
Industrial School originated in Minnesota and came to Canada following
the Minnesota Sioux War of 1862. The history of the Dakota people in the
Canadian Northwest is described in "The Dakota of the Canadian
Northwest: Lessons for Survival" by Peter Douglas Elias (1988).

Storage Location: 1997 accessions
Storage Range: 1997 accessions
Related Material: Archival records RG10 from the Dept. of Indian Affairs / [microform]

Issued by the Public Archives of Canada, Reference E78. C2P81
provides a link to records held in Library and Archives Canada for which
microfilm copies exist in the John E. Robbins Library. The administrative
records of the Birtle Indian Residential School may be found in this
collection.
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Part Of: MG 2 Brandon College students

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 16-2016

GMD: multiple media

Date Range: 1951-2005

Physical Description:  10.5 cm textual records

18 loose photographs

Physical Condition: Some of the pages and photographs in the scrapbooks have become

loose

History /
Biographical:

Verda Joan McDonald (nee Peden) was born in Brandon, MB on May 2, 1934. She was the
middle daughter of Bill, a school principal, and Phyllis Peden. McDonald attended school at
King George, Alexandra (now Betty Gibson), Earl Oxford and Brandon Collegiate Institute.

In 1951, McDonald enrolled in the Bachelor of Arts program at Brandon College. A fellowship
program from the local YMCA enabled her to teach gym and swim programs after school and
on Saturday for a small salary, which enabled her and some other students to finance their
education. She graduated in 1955 with a Bachelor of Arts degree. During her graduating year,
McDonald served as Lady Stick for Brandon College; the title of Lady Stick was an elected
position and an honour, and gave McDonald and the person elected Senior Stick, Frank
McKinnon, the responsibility of leading the student council for that year. In 1956, McDonald
obtained her Bachelor of Pedagogy degree, also from Brandon College, which allowed her to
teach grades 1 to 12 in Manitoba.

Verda married her college sweetheart, Dick McDonald, on August 25, 1956, and the couple
moved to Dauphin to teach at the Dauphin Collegiate and Technical Institute for two years.
They returned to Brandon in September 1958, and Verda proceeded to teach at Brandon
Collegiate, Neelin High School and Vincent Massey until December 1960.

When Dick finished his degree at Brandon College and started teaching, Verda stayed at
home to raise their three sons, Rick, Paul and Daren. During this time she began her many
years of volunteering within the community. She served seven years on each of the following
three boards: The Brandon Schools Instrumental Music Association; The Brandon University
Alumni Board; and The Board of Fairview Nursing Home. She became President of each
board during her term.

McDonald supported her husband throughouet his teaching and financial career, as well as his
strong involvement in the Artillery Reserve Army with the 26th Field Regiment where he served
as Commander and later Honorary Colonel. Both McDonald and her husband maintained
strong ties with Brandon University and have contributed generously to funding campaign and
scholarships. The Sports Wall of Fame in the Health Living Centre on the Brandon University
campus is named in their honour.

In addition to their involvement with Brandon University, the McDonald's were members of the
Kinsmen, K40 service club, gold and bridge clubs and enjoyed many years together in
Brandon. They enjoyed going on cruise ship holidays and visited many countries together.

Since Dick's death in September 2015, Verda has tried to maintain her involvment in university
activities. She continues to reside in Brandon, MB.
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Custodial History:

Records were created and collected by Verda McDonald during her years as a student and
alumna of Brandon College/Brandon University. The records were stored in her home until their
donation to the McKee Archives in 2015.

Scope and Content:

Collection consists of records dealing with Verda McDonald's experiences as a student and
alumna at Brandon College/University. The majority of the collection contains records from the
early 1950s during McDonald's college years (1951-1955). These records, which cover the
social and athletic aspects of Brandon College in the 1950s, provide a detailed look at college
student life during this time period. The collection also contains a small number of records
(1955-2005), documenting McDonald's experiences as an alumna of Brandon
College/University.

The collection consists of four scrapbooks, which contain photographs, newspaper clippings,
graduation cards, lyrics for class songs, and programs for graduation banquets, school
dances, graduation ceremonies and drama productions. The scrapbooks also contain
ephemera such as sports emblems, table decorations, election paraphernalia. It also includes
McDonald's oath of office from when she was sworn in as Lady Stick, as well as her
acceptance speech from the same ceremony.

The three file folders in the collection include: a list written by Frank McKinnon, a classmate of
McDonald's, outlining his reasons for coming to Brandon College and his recollections of
being a student at Brandon College; the rules of Clark Hall residence hall; and pamphlets for
various celebrations and events at Brandon University (Homecoming 2009, Homecoming
2006, Reunion Weekend 2005, Reunion Weekend 2004, Homecoming 1995 and 1995
Reconovocation program, Homecoming 1980, 1975 Open House).

Finally, the collection contains 18 loose photographs. A number of the photos document
important reunions for the Class of 1955 (40th Anniversary in 1995, 50th Anniversary in 2005),
while others were taken at alumni events over the years (1988-1997). There is one postcard of
Brandon University buildings (Original Building and Clark Hall, McMaster Hall and the Queen
Elizabeth Il School of Music building). Some of the 1995 reunion photos include images of the
Brandon College Building and Clark Hall under renovation. Also included are a composite
portrait of the Class of 1955 and class portraits Arts and Science for the Class of 1960.

Notes: History/Bio information provided by Verda McDonald. Description by

Emily Bate (October 2016) and Christy Henry.
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Name Access:

Verda McDonald
Dick McDonald

Brandon University Alumni Association

Henry Champ
Joan Garnett
Eileen McFadden
Norma Walmsley
Ernie Criddle
Jean Wilkie
Jean Brown
Frank McKinnon
Hilt Stewart

Lou Visentin
Edward Schreyer
Doug Adams
Carla Eisler
Shawna English
Cindy Yacyshen
Jim Minions
Walter Huculak
Ben Ward
Elaine Cameron
Elaine McCrorie
Barrie McLeod
Gord Williams
Harvey Young
George Strang
Gerald Graham
Helen Batho
Helen Mitchell
Allan Hattie
Trevor McNeely
Russ Roney
Harold Woods
George Gooden
Harold Stewart
Jack Meyers
Ron McMurray
Ken Adams

Bill Keller

Lorne Day

Don Dillistone
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Subject Access: student life
student activities
graduations
convocations
homecomings
reunions
chancellors
student productions
residences
college athletics

college initiation

Student government
Lady stick
Storage Location: 2016 accessions
Related Material: Dilys Collier collection

Bob Blair collection

Brandon College fonds

Brandon University fonds
Arrangement:

Two of the scrapbooks are in chronological order. The third scrapbook contains miscellaneous
materials from the 1950s until 2005.
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James Duncan McGregor collection
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4820

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection
Description Level: Collection

Accession Number:  4-1998

GMD: multiple media

Date Range: 1899-1935; predominant c. 1899

Physical Description: 20 cm textual records; 51 lantern slides (measuring 22 cm x 20.5 cm); 44
photographs (41 measuring 17.5 cm x 23 cm and 3 measuring 26.5 cm x
35 cm)

History /

Biographical:

J.D. McGregor was a leading agriculturist from Brandon who served as Lieutenant Governor in
the province of Manitoba during the 1930's. The Hon. J.D. McGregor was born in Amherstburg,
Ontario August 29, 1860. He came west with his father in 1877, and entered the horse and
cattle trade. McGregor established Glencarnock Farm north of Brandon and created one of the
finest Aberdeen-Angus cattle herds in North America. In 1912 and 1913, his cattle
(Glencarnock Victor and Glencarnock Victor Il) were selected Grand Champions at the
Chicago International. McGregor was a Liberal in politics with close ties to Clifford Sifton.
From 1897-99, he served as mines inspector in the Klondike during the gold rush in that
region. He also served as Lieutenant Governor of Manitoba from 1929-1934. James Duncan
McGregor died March 15, 1935.

Custodial History:

This collection was donated to Brandon University in 1971 by McGregor's daughter Mrs. E.C.
Harte. The collection was accessioned in 1998 by the McKee Archives.

Scope and Content:

Collection consists of photos and slides, principally of the Klondike during the gold rush era
(1897-1902); Government House seating plans and speeches from a wide variety of events
(1912-1934); correspondence of McGregor's, primarily from his time as Lieutenant Governor
(1912-1934); a (23.75 0z.) gold bag; a state publication "Instructions for Lieutenant
Governors;" documents pertaining to the history of the Manitoba Winter Fair; and documents
dealing with the early career of Winston Churchill.

Notes: CAIN No. 202634
Subject Access: Winston Churchill
Soapy Smith
L.T. Floyd
Manitoba Winter Fair

Government House
Manitoba
Klondike gold rush

Lieutenant Governor

Livestock
Storage Location: 1998 accessions
Storage Range: 1998 accessions
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Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection
Description Level: Collection

Accession Number:  22-1998

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1957-1974; predominant 1970-1974

Physical Description: 36 cm

History /

Biographical:

The idea of the Keystone Centre was first mentioned in 1958, at a meeting of the board of
directors of the Manitoba Winter Fair. The Manitoba Winter Fair wanted a new facility because
the old Wheat City Arena had a leaking roof and a deteriorating west wall. The old facility also
had limited space and the Winter Fair felt it needed more space for expansion. The Provincial
Exhibition of Manitoba also had problems with their facilities, such as old barns and poor
display areas. The idea of the Keystone Centre was put on hold until 1969, when the boards of
the Provincial Exhibition and the Manitoba Winter Fair joined together as the Provincial
Exhibition Association of Manitoba and the Wheat City Arena was sold and demolished. The
original estimate for the cost of the Keystone Centre facilities was $4.5 million and funding
would be proportioned so that the federal and provincial governments would each put in one-
third of the money, with the rest coming from local donations. The financial campaign for the
Keystone Centre began in 1970, and construction began in November 1970. The grand
opening of the Centre was in March 1973, and coincided with the Royal Manitoba Winter Fair
of that year.

Custodial History:

This fonds was accessioned by the McKee Archives in 1998. Prior custodial history is
unknown.

Scope and Content:

Fonds contains many folders full of correspondence, financial statements, meeting minutes
and other documents relating to the development and construction of the Keystone Centre from
1970-1974, including those from the Keystone Executive Committee, as well as the Building
Committee. Fonds also contains one folder that pertains to the Brandon Area Agricultural
Development Survey from 1959. This folder contains the names and locations of all farmers in
the Brandon area in 1959. The Brandon Area Agricultural Development Survey was created in
1959, in order to make farming in the Brandon area more profitable. The survey was aided by
Doane Agricultural Service from St. Louis, Missouri, who had success creating agricultural
development programs in the United States. Fonds also contains folders from the Provincial
Exhibition with correspondence, pamphlets, estimates, and studies from the 1960's. There is
also one folder belonging to the Manitoba Winter Fair, which contains correspondence and
financial statements relating to the Wheat City Arena. Fonds also contains information
pertaining to the proposals made in the 1960's, for the building of the Keystone Centre, as well
as one folder about the Keystone campaign from 1970-73. There is also one folder about the
opening of the Keystone Centre, which contains newspaper clippings and guest lists. Finally,
the fonds contains information about a court case involving Albert Bobyk and Robert Stewart.
Stewart was the project manager for the Building Committee and Bobyk worked on the
Keystone Center. The fonds includes a report about the trial of the two men who were charged
with fraud involving their work on the Keystone Centre.

Notes: CAIN No. 202608
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Subject Access:
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Storage Range:

Ray Forbes

Fred McGuinness

Brandon Area Agricultural Development Survey
Doane Agricultural Service Inc

Agricultural & Homemaking School of Brandon
Royal Manitoba Winter Fair

Provincial Exhibition of Manitoba
South-Western District Agricultural Society
4-H

Manitoba Department of Agriculture

City of Brandon

Keystone Committee

Keystone Building Committee

agriculture

architecture

exhibitions

swine farming

sheep farming

cereal grain farming

rural life

winter fairs

1998 accessions

1998 accessions
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