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History /
Biographical:

The Duthie site is the first site identified in the Makotchi-Ded Dontipi locale. It was reported to
Dr. Bev Nicholson by Doug Jackson, a local collector who had observed archaeological
materials that had been exposed during the construction of Maple Hill Road northwest of
Lauder. The site is named after the landowner, Randy Duthie.

The initial inspection of the exposed materials indicated that the eastern half of the site had
been severely impacted by raising a road grade using an elevating grader. However, an
undetermined amount of the site remained to the west, flanked by a low sand dune. Testing
and preliminary excavations were conducted in 1992-93. In 1994 a field school added to the
excavated sample. The undisturbed portion of the site, west of Maple Hill Road was situated at
the base of a low sand dune and had an aspen and willow forest cover. The water table was
approximately one meter below surface at the time of excavation. A rising water table has
since prevented further excavations.

Two dates on bone collagen were obtained during excavations. These were 880+/-80 B.P.
(Beta 62705) and 970+/-40 B.P. cal. 1030 A.D. (TO 13366). These dates are consistent with
an Initial Middle Missouri cultural assignment. The site occupation is identified by the
distinctive ceramics found there. Ceramics at the Duthie Site are tool impressed with incising
and lip modeling with fabric impressions on most vessels. Jill Taylor analysed the ceramics
from the site for a Specialist thesis, Brandon University (1994) and a Masters of Arts degree
from the University of Saskatchewan. (Taylor 1995).

Analysis of residue from Duthie site pottery by Matthew Boyd recovered corn (Zea mays)
phytoliths and bean (Phaseolus sp.) starch grains indicating consumption of these
domesticates at the Duthie site. (Boyd 2006)

The occupation of this site indicates a migration of people from the south who were well
acquainted with horticultural farming. These people had previously migrated to South Dakota
following river valleys into the central plains from the eastern woodlands during late Hopewell
times. It appears that they later migrated well to the north into southern Manitoba but there is no
evidence that they remained there for more than a single year.

Boyd, M., C. Surette and B.A. Nicholson. 2006 Archaeobotanical Evidence of Prehistoric
Maize (Zea mays) Consumption at the Northern Edge of the Great Plains. Journal of
Archaeological Science 33: 1129-1140.

Taylor, J. 1994 An analysis of the ceramics recovered during 1992 and 1993 at the Precontact
Duthie Site (DiMe-16). Specialist thesis, Brandon University.

Scope and Content:

The Series has been divided into seven sub-series, including (1) Duthie site (2) Jackson site
(3) Twin Fawns site (4) Vera site (5) Schuddemat site (6) Bradshaw site (7) Hollow B site.
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