
S. J. McKee Archives

Joseph H. Hughes collection - Edwardian music sheets
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions8974

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Series

Series Number: 3-1997.2

GMD: textual records

Notes: Initial processing Jessica Taylor (winter 2007).

Storage Range: Oversize storage drawers



Manitoba Pool Elevator Library collection
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/specialcollections1407

Part Of: RG 4 Manitoba Pool Elevator fonds

Collection: Manitoba Pool Elevator Library collection

Description Level: Series

Series Number: MPE E

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1888-1998

Physical Description: 13.7 m

History /
Biographical:

The importance of knowledge and education to the Manitoba Wheat Pool is made clear in the
The Scoop Shovel, the official organ of the Manitoba Wheat Pool and other co-operatives in
Manitoba. Established in the 1920s, The Scoop Shovel owed its existence to a decision by the
directors of the Pool to set aside small percentage of income per bushel for educational
purposes. R.A. Hoey began to hold meetings to discuss the idea that the Pool was about more
than just marketing grain, and in 1926 a Department of Education and Publicity was organized
within the Pool. It was directed by J.T. Hull and advised by R.A. Hoey; they expanded and
supervised The Scoop Shovel.

They also began to accumulate the educational volumes that would become the Pool library.
Hull announced in November of 1926 that the library would be open by the end of the month
and reported that: "We have a good representation of works on sociology... On co-operation
we have about every book that we can find published in the English language. We have also a
good selection of books on economics, history, science, general literature, and rural life. In a
word, we have tried to make the library one of usefulness to people whose life is on the land."

He also encouraged Pool members--who were the only ones allowed to use the library at this
time--to utilize the library to educate themselves, saying “Use it, for knowledge is power”.
Once the library was open to all Pool members, Hull wrote a regular column for The Scoop
Shovel called “In the Library”, in which he would review books and recommend reading in
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response to frequent questions from members. When the library gained new books, which was
almost continually, he would list them and sometimes discuss them.

The library service was a mailing one; the main collection was kept at the Manitoba Wheat
Pool central office in Winnipeg and members could request a catalogue of all the library
holdings. If they wanted to borrow a book or books on a specific topic, they could write to Hull
and the books would be mailed out to the member and returned by mail, all postage costs
covered by the Pool Library.

During the crisis of the early 1930s, the library was saved because the Manitoba Co-operative
Conference believed it was vital to the success of the Pools and the co-operative movement.
The Conference took over administration of the Pool library in 1931, leasing the books and
equipment from the Wheat Pool. The library was formally incorporated under a charter after it
changed hands, the other charters members being the Co-operative Marketing Board and the
United Farmers of Manitoba.

In 1935 the service was made available free of charge to all rural Manitobans with the financial
support of the Co-op Marketing Board. By 1939, Manitoba Pool Elevators had begun to
prosper again, and took back responsibility for the administration and housing of the library.
The traveling library was also established around this time, and hundreds of boxes were
distributed to all MPE points. The boxes were rotated and refreshed twice a year.

In 1942 Hull estimated that there were approximately 4,700 books in the Pool Library with an
annual circulation of 4,000 to 5,000 books. Operating the library cost around two thousand
dollars per year, although the cost was split between the members of the Manitoba Co-
operative Conference, at least it was in theory. The Pool library ran as a free service to all rural
Manitobans, regardless of whether they were members of the Pool, and the federal
government census in 1941 indicates that over half of Manitoba’s population (56%) still lived in
rural areas. In 1948, the majority of the Pool Library’s services were rendered unnecessary by
an act called the “Public Libraries Act” that had been passed by the Manitoba legislature on
April 22, 1948, and would go into effect July 1, 1948. The act provided for the establishing of a
provincial “Public Library Advisory Board” that would be appointed by the government. Once
the board had been established, the act allowed for the establishment of municipal and
regional libraries that would be the administrative responsibility of the municipality or region
they served and would be supported by a land tax levied on the population that would have
access to the library. All employees of the central provincial library would be considered civil
servants.

When the Provincial Library was being established in 1949, the Minister in charge of
education--Ivan Shultz--actively sought both the advice of those who operated the Pool Library
and the physical resources of the Library. In a letter to W.J. Parker, the President of Manitoba
Pool Elevators, Shultz wrote that: "We find that in looking at the province as a whole that the
box library service of the Manitoba Pool Elevators is the best developed and the best
distributed within the province... We would feel that to a considerable extent you had pioneered
in this field and we would be using your accomplishments as a springboard for a wider
coverage of the province and an enlargement of the service."

He also requested that Miss E.L. Shields—the Pool Librarian--be released from Pool
employment so that the Provincial Library could hire her for a year to aid in setting up the new
library system.

An agreement was reached between MPE and the Provincial Library, and the bulk of the Pool
Library was transferred to the province. The Pool retained the volumes it wished to keep as
reference for its employees, and donated the rest of the open shelf library to the province. The
traveling library service was sold at a discount to the province, with the caveat that service not
be interrupted during the transfer and that the quality of service to rural Manitoba not diminish
once the Library had been entirely transferred to the government. In a letter to Ivan Shultz after
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once the Library had been entirely transferred to the government. In a letter to Ivan Shultz after
the agreement to sell the traveling library had been reached, W.J. Parker wrote that:
"...Manitoba Pool Elevators has maintained an open shelf library for a period of some twenty
years. These books have been made available to anyone in Manitoba, outside the City of
Winnipeg, and the postage both ways was paid by the Pool. We feel it has served a very useful
purpose, but that it is not primarily our function and if the government proposes to offer a more
complete and universal service we are prepared to retire from the field and avoid what might
be considered unnecessary duplication."

Scope and Content:

Series contains items once held as part of the Manitoba Pool Library. It has been divided into
the following four sub-series: (1) MPE E 1 Manitoba Pool Library publications; (2) MPE E 2
The Scoop Shovel; (3) MPE E 3 The Manitoba Cooperator; and (4) MPE E 4 Pamphlet
collection.

Notes: Description by Jill Sutherland and Christy Henry

Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection miscellaneous
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4540

Part Of: Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection

Description Level: Box

File Number: 17.1 - 17.30

Accession Number: 21-2006

Other Numbers: Box Q

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1862 - ca.1970

Scope and Content:

Contains the following files:

17.1 Trail B.C. advertisement 1911

17.2 Angus McPherson beaver license 1900's

17.3 "The Angels of Mons" by Lieutenant Dougald MacEchern

17.4 Brandon General Hospital school graduation invitations 1925 and 1927

17.5 Machinery catalogues [1909-1928]

17.6 Watkins Stock Raisers manual [1920's]

17.7 List and map of Indian Reserves and Metis communties 1959

17.8 Wes Pentland Orange Lodge documents and materials 1862-1940

17.9 Brandon Collegiate reunion ribbon October 9, 1908

17.10 Victory Loan documents 1943-1945

17.11 Boys and Girls Service Clubs exhibit ribbons 1927

17.12 Prize lists for Justice Boys and Girls Clubs 1923-1926
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17.13 Voluntary War Aid bulletin #12 [World War One]

17.14 "Canada's War Record" July 1942

17.15 Douglas war memorial unveiling ceremony programme November 17, 1922

17.16 Travel: Waghorns Guide 1898; Manitoba Driver's Guide 1935; southland Chicago-
Florida train route and schedule 1916-1917; Manitoba road map 1941-1942; CPR western
lines timetables 1918

17.17 Movie programme for "Gone with the Wind" [1939]

17.18 Magazine insert of funeral of Edward VII from Illustrated London News May 24, 1910

17.19 Manitoba Telephone Systems directory with provincial exchanges March 1930

17.20 Brandon Sun articles re: Brandon Hills picnic 1963

17.21 "The Academy Critic" December 1909

17.22 Weldon's Famous Dress catalogue [1920's]

17.23 Alex M. Brown, Pharmacist calendar 1935

17.24 Empire contest from the Winnipeg Free Press (undated)

17.25 Annnie I. Pentland speech re: Barbara Heck

17.26 Electoral division of Landsdowne Municipality map 1949

17.27 Speech on wheat sales (author unknown)

17.28 Site and situation project on Brandon history (author unknown) [1970's]

17.29 Annual report from Protestant Orphans' Home 1937

17.30 Orange Lodge memorabilia (gavel, pin) 1881-1933

Notes: Part of the Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection.

Storage Location: Margaret McPherson family fonds
Box 14 (Files 17.1-17.29)
Box 15 (File 17.30 and Orange Lodge ribbons and certificates)
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MPE B 9 Correspondence Box 1
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions10052

Part Of: RG 4 Manitoba Pool Elevator fonds

Description Level: Box

Series Number: MPE B.9.1

File Number: 1

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1924-79

Physical Description: 33 cm

History /
Biographical:

See history/bio for sub-series B.9

Custodial History:

See custodial history for sub-series B.9

Scope and Content:

This box contains correspondence to the secretaries of locals, memorandums, resolutions,
questionnaires and general corresponce. The records include the following:

1. Correspondence to Secretaries of Locals June 30 1924 – July 16 1929
2. Correspondence to Secretaries of Locals July 19 1929 – Sept 28 1931
3a. Correspondence to Secretaries of Locals Oct 16 1931 – Jan 26 1940
3b. Correspondence to Secretaries of Locals Jan 29 1940 – Nov 26 1942
4. Correspondence to Secretaries of Locals Jan 7 1943 – Nov 3 1948
5. Correspondence to Secretaries of Locals Dec 1948 – August 4 1953
6. Correspondence to Secretaries of Locals Sept 21 1953 – Oct 21 1959
7a. Correspondence to Secretaries of Locals Jan 6 1960 – March 2 1964
7b. Correspondence to Secretaries of Locals March 11 1964 – Nov 12 1968
8a. Correspondence to Secretaries of Locals Sept 23 1968 – Dec 3 1970
9a. Correspondence to Secretaries of Locals June 22 1973 – July 11 1975
9b. Correspondence to Secretaries of Locals July 25 1975 – Dec 1979
10. Memorandums 1926 – 1974
11. Resolutions 1927 – 1956
12. Resolutions 1957 – 1974
13. Questionnaires 1941; 1949; 1954; 1963; 1967
14a. General Correspondence Feb 14 1925 – May 7 1931
14b. General Correspondence July 3 1931 – Dec 1954

Notes: Description by Jillian Sutherland (2009)

Name Access: Manitoba Pool Elevators

Central Office

Subject Access: Correspondence

Storage Location: RG 4 Manitoba Pool Elevator fonds
Series B: Central Office records
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MPE B 9 Correspondence Box 2
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions10053

Part Of: RG 4 Manitoba Pool Elevator fonds

Description Level: Box

Series Number: MPE B.9.2

File Number: 2

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1950-1998

Physical Description: 33 cm

History /
Biographical:

See history/bio for sub-series B.9

Custodial History:

See custodial history for sub-series B.9

Scope and Content:

This box contains correspondence to the secretaries of locals, memorandums, resolutions,
questionnaires and general corresponce. The records include the following:

15. General Correspondence Nov 1 1955 – May 28 1980
16. Miscellaneous Memoranda 1950-1969

Responses for the following local associations from 1990-1998: Alexander; Arborg/Riverton;
Arden; Austin; Basswood; Beausejour; Binscarth; Boissevain; Bowsman; Brandon; Burnside;
Cartwright; Clanwilliam; Cromer; Crystal City; Dauphin; Deloraine; Domain; Dufresne; Dufrost;
Dugald; Elgin/Fairfax; Elie-Benard; Elkhorn; Elm Creek; Erikson; Ethelbert; Fisher
Branch/Broad Valley; Fork River; Foxwarren; Franklin; Fredensthal; Gilbert Plains; Glenboro;
Goodlands; Graysville; Gregg; Harte; Hartney; Headingly; Holland; Homewood; Kenville;
Killarney; La Riviere; Letellier; Libau; Lowe Farm; Manitou; McTavish; Mile 10.6; Minitonas;
Morden; Neepawa; Nesbitt; Netley; Ninga; Oakner; Oakville; Pilot Mound; Plum Coulee;
Reston; Roblin; Rossburn; Rosser; Ste. Agathe; St. Jean; Sanford; Shoal Lake; Sinclair;
Smart; Somerset; Souris; Starbuck; Strathclair; Swan River; Tucker; Virden; Westroc

Responses for the following Sub-districts from 1990-1998: 101-105; 201-205; 301; 304-305;
401-405; 502-503; 505; 601; 604; 702-705; 801-805

Responses to Sub-district Minutes from 1987-1991

Responses to minutes 1987-1992

Notes: Description by Jillian Sutherland (2009)

Name Access: Manitoba Pool Elevators

Central Office

Subject Access: Correspondence

Storage Location: RG 4 Manitoba Pool Elevator fonds
Series B: Central Office records



Hugh and Margaret McPherson; Libby Sellars; Kitty and
Winnie Prowse
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http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4528

Part Of: Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection

Description Level: Box

File Number: 5.1-5.15

Accession Number: 21-2006

Other Numbers: Box E

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1871-1936

History /
Biographical:

Hugh McPherson was born January 25, 1845 at West River, Nova Scotia. He married
Margaret Esther Sellers (b. March 18, 1849 at Six Mile Brook, Nova Scotia) on February 5,
1875 at Six Mile Brook, Nova Scotia. The couple moved to Brandon Hills, MB c. 1880.
Together they had four children: Georgina (Georgie) Jane; Harriet (Hattie); Johnston (Jack);
and Angus.

The couple lived at Watervale, NS until they moved to Manitoba with the Brandon Hills settlers.
Hugh travelled to Brandon Hills with the Roddick group in 1879, leaving his wife and three
children in Nova Scotia. He selected the N.E. 1/4 of section 10, township 9, range 18 as his
homestead. Margaret and the children joined Hugh in 1880.

Situated as it was just north of the river and slightly to the east of the end of the hills, the
McPherson home became a sopttin house for travellers from the south making their way to and
from Grand Valley and later Brandon. The family records show that literally scores of people
stayed with the family during the early years. The fee charged for a meal for the driver plus feed
for a team was thirty-five cents. Nellie McClung later described the farm and the stopping-
house in one of her early books.

Hugh McPherson died at Brandon Hills, MB on March 7, 1916. Margaret Esther Sellers
McPherson died at Brandon Hills, MB on July 13, 1935.

In the fall of 1892, Margaret's brother, Angus Sellers and his family arrived at the McPherson
home. Included in this part was Margaret's two sisters Jessie Murray and Libby Sellers. The
Sellers family remained with the McPherson's until mid-summer of 1893, when they moved to
their new farm at Bunclody.

In 1902, after the death of his wife Blanche, Arthur Prowse accepted Margaret McPherson's
offer to foster his daughters Winnie and Kitty. The girls stayed with the McPherson's until their
marriages; Winnie to Alex Brown and Kitty to Frank Allbright.
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Scope and Content:

Contains the following files:

5.1 Margaret McPherson correspondence 1903-1926

5.2 Margaret McPherson correspondence 1927-1931

5.3 Margaret McPherson correspondence 1932-1935

5.4 Margaret McPherson correspondence (undated)

5.5 Margaret McPherson burial/marriage notices 1895-1924

5.6 Margaret McPherson greeting postcards

5.7 Mr. and Mrs. H. McPherson non-greeting postcards

5.8 Margaret McPherson non-greeting postcards

5.9 Hugh Mcpherson notebook 1871

5.10 Hugh McPherson financial records 1913-1918

5.11 Hugh McPherson postcards

5.12 Libby Sellers non-greeting postcards

5.13 Libby Sellers greeting postcards

5.14 Libby Sellers correspondence 1882-1936 (some undated)

5.15 Kitty and Winnie Prowse correspondence and postcards 1916-1923

Notes: Part of the Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection

Storage Location: Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection
Box 4

Angus McPherson; Murray McPherson; Hugh McPherson;
Georgie McPherson; Hattie McPherson Morrison; George
Richardson
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4538

Part Of: Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection

Description Level: Box

File Number: 15.1 - 15.15

Accession Number: 21-2006

Other Numbers: Box O

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1909-1956

Physical Description: 17 cm
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History /
Biographical:

For biographical information on Angus McPherson and Hattie McPherson Morrison see the
description for Box 6 of the Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection.

For biographical information on Murray McPherson see the fonds level description for the
Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection.

For biographical information on Hugh McPherson see the description for Box 5 of the Alfred
Angus Murray McPherson collection.

For biographical information on Georgie McPherson see the description for Box 4 of the Alfred
Angus Murray McPherson collection.

There is no biographical information for George Richardson.

Scope and Content:

Contains the following files:

15.1 Medical receipts 1945-1950

15.2 Miscellaneous farm receipts 1945-1950

15.3 Cattle and grain papers 1941-1953

15.4 Correspondence 1943-1951

15.5 Insurance 1909-1952

15.6 Angus McPherson wills 1937-1953

15.7 Angus McPherson - income tax forms and papers 1946-1956 (includes Farmers Income
Tax Guides and Farm account book)

15.8 Murray McPherson correspondence 1934-1956

15.9 Hugh McPherson - blank form for Fenian Raid Volunteer Bount Act 1912

15.10 Miscellaneous 1929-1950

15.11 Angus McPherson income tax forms and papers 1943-1947

15.12 Income tax forms/papers 1943-1947 for George Richardson (1947), George
McPherson and Hattie McPherson

15.13 Angus McPherson - income tax forms 1918

15.14 Receipts 1947

15.15 Receipts 1949

Notes: Part of the Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection.

Storage Location: Alfred Angus Murray McPherson collection
Box 13
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McS 4 Seed Marketing Co.
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4331

Part Of: RG 3 A.E. McKenzie Company fonds

Description Level: Series

Series Number: McS 4

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1933-1965

Physical Description: 7 cm
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History /
Biographical:

The Seed Marketing Company Ltd. was located at P. O. Drawer 1885, Winnipeg, Manitoba,
and, later, at 382 Maryland Street, Winnipeg. Created by the A. E. McKenzie Co. Ltd., this
company was incorporated under Dominion Charter by Federal Letters Patent, dated March
18, 1930. As well, the company was registered only in Manitoba under the provisions of the
Manitoba Companies Act.

A. E. McKenzie made the application for the charter under the name A. E. McKenzie Co. Ltd.
and, from 1933, the Board of Directors was made up of employees of A. E. McKenzie Co. Ltd.
Although the authorized capital stock of the company was 500 no par value shares, only 50 of
these were issued and allotted at a price of $10 per share.

According to a letter written by A. E. McKenzie to the Acting Director, Department of the
Secretary of State, Companies Division, Ottawa, Ontario, the company was created with a
specific purpose in mind. During the years 1930-1933, A. E. McKenzie Co. Ltd. accumulated
a large quantity of oats for seeding purposes, at a time when crops were generally poor due to
extended drought. These seeds, as well as wheat, barley and flax were supplied to farmers on
a signed order in the name of Seed Marketing Co. Ltd. Parties, either individuals or
municipalities, took a "Seed Grain Mortgage" from the Seed Marketing Co. as a method of
payment. This enabled the farmers, who had little or no money, to plant crops. Presumably
following harvest the mortgage was paid off.

On the whole the idea of supplying distressed farmers with seed through a Seed Grain
Mortgage was fairly successful. In addition to selling the seed directly to the farmers, seed was
also sold to rural municipalities, from whom payments were assured. The municipalities, in
turn, assumed responsibility for payment from the farmers to whom they had supplied the seed
purchased from the Seed Marketing Company.

The original Board of Directors was as follows: A. B. Downing, J. L. Lowes, F. B. Roberts, F.
C. Thompson, and J.A. Young. Each received 1 share each in the company. H. J. Morden, a
former member of the Corporation, held the other 45 shares from Winnipeg.

From 1933-1936, J. A. Young was President of the company. Following his death in 1936, the
position was given to A. B. Downing, who acted as President of the Seed Marketing Company
until illness forced him to step down in 1959. In 1960, J. L. Lowes became President, and the
following members of A. E. McKenzie Co. Ltd. became Directors: R. R. West, Miss E. A. Yeo
and J. R. McPhail.

The Seed Marketing Company had been kept alive under its original charter in case A. E.
McKenzie Co. Ltd. might have cause to use it for some other purpose. Eventually, the company
was considered in default by the federal government for neglecting to fill Annual Returns for the
year 1962. At that time, the company was informed that it was no longer considered a
subsisting corporation, and, as such, was no longer entitled to the sole use of its corporate
name. That same year, A.E. McKenzie Co. Ltd. relinquished interest in the Seed Marketing
Company Ltd., and the remaining Directors resigned their positions.

The name "Seed Marketing Co. Ltd." was also used by A. E. McKenzie Co. Ltd. on two other
occasions. Around 1948, the name was used in Ontario under authority of an Extra Provincial
License from the Province of Ontario, especially in labeling cartons of a Lawn Grass mixture to
meet price competition in Quebec, the Maritimes and Towers Discount Department Stores.

Prior to 1948 the name was used to in the purchase of Forage Crop Seeds in northern
Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta.
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Custodial History:

See fonds level description of custodial history of A. E. McKenzie Seed Co. Ltd.

Scope and Content:

This series includes minutes from meetings of the Board of Directors and shareholders of the
company. It also includes correspondence between McKenzie, Lowes, Wm. Johnson, the
Department of the Secretary of State, W.E. Chiswell - Comptroller for McKenzie Seeds,
Robert Steen and various other individuals dealing with the incorporation of the company, its
charter and letters of patent. Some of the records deal with the failure of the company to file
annual returns for the years 1963 and 1964. The series also contains financial records
including annual summaries/reports, corporation income tax returns, and return of information
and particulars under the Manitoba Companies Act.

Also included within the series is a book (27.5 x 38 x 3 cm) containing the letters of patent
incorporating the Seed Marketing Co., the general by-laws of the company, and minutes from
meetings of its Board of Directors.

Storage Location: RG 3 A.E. McKenzie Company fonds
McS 4 Seed Marketing Co.

Related Material: Information regarding the Seed Marketing Co. is located in Series 2
(Office of the President/GM), sub-series 2 (J. Lasby Lowes), Historical
Topics file 23 of the A.E. McKenzie Seed Co. Ltd. fonds.

MPE C Subsidiary Company and Co-operative Records
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions10487

Part Of: RG 4 Manitoba Pool Elevator fonds

Description Level: Series

Series Number: MPE C

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1926-1992

Physical Description: 2.04 m

History /
Biographical:

As the Manitoba Pool Elevators grew as a co-operative organizations and later a corporation,
it aquired subsidiary companies and became involved with other co-operative organizations.
These various companies were usually acquired or formed to either reach out to other types of
producers in Manitoba or to assist Pool members. MPE was also involved with larger umbrella
or subsidiary co-operative organizations.

See also fonds level description of RG 4 for history/bio of MPE

Scope and Content:

This series has been divided into nine sub-series, including: (1) Border Fertilizer Ltd., (2) Co-
enerco, (3) CSP Foods, (4) Co-op Farm Implements, (5) Co-operative Life Insurance Co. &
Pool Insurance Ltd., (6) Livestock Co-operative Division, (7) Poultry and Dairy Pools, (8) The
Wasagaming Foundation, (9) North Cypress-Langford Weed Control Districts

Notes: Description by Jillian Sutherland (2010)

Storage Location: RG 4 Manitoba Pool Elevator fonds
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