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Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds
Description Level: Sub-series
Series Number: MG11.8

Accession Number: 1-2001, 8-2003, 9-2006
GMD: multiple media
Date Range: 1915-1936; predominant 1917-1922.

Physical Description: 6 cm. textual records; 1921 Brandon College Quill (Commencement
Number); approx. 150 photographs

History /

Biographical:
Evan McDonald Whidden (1898-1980) was born in Galt, Ontario. He was educated at
Brandon College. Following service in the Great War he graduated with a Bachelor of Arts
from McMaster University (Brandon College) in 1921. He obtained a Master of Arts in history
(McMaster [n.d.]) and in 1928, a Bachelor of Divinity degree from Yale. Whidden married
Frances Margaret Billington in 1941. Together they had three children: Howard John (b.1943),
Roberta Katherine (b. 1945) and Eric Christopher (b. 1947).

Dr. Whidden served in Baptist churches in Saskatchewan and Manitoba before joining the
faculty of Brandon College in 1936. In 1938, he was appointed Thomas J. Armstrong
Professor of church history at Acadia University. He became Dean of the School of Theology
at Acadia in 1954, and served in that capacity until 1963. He retired from the faculty of Acadia
University in 1967. Dr. Whidden has written in the field of church history and education. He was
awarded honorary degrees by the Pine Hill Divinity Hall, Halifax, N.S. (1950), McMaster
University [n.d.] and Acadia University (1969).

Custodial History:

Since his death in 1980, the fonds has been in the custody of his widow, Mrs. Frances
Margaret Whidden. The first accession was donated to the McKee Archives in April, 2001; the
second in 2003; and the third in May 2005.
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Scope and Content:

Fonds consists of Evan Whidden's reports to family members, in particular to his father and
mother, on his experience as a member of the Canadian Expeditionary Force during the years
1917-1919. Records also include correspondence from his mother, Katherine Louise
Whidden (nee Ganong), to Evan during these years. In these reports, Whidden records his
impressions of military life through his training in Canada and England and his experience of
war in Europe with the Canadian Expeditionary Force from 1917-1918. He was involved in the
conflict only briefly at the conclusion of the war. His letters provide an account of life in France,
Belgium and Germany in 1918.

The fonds also contains correspondence dating from the early 1920s from Chester New, a
history professor at McMaster, who had previously taught at Brandon College. Fonds also
contains correspondence from Whidden's father, Howard Primrose Whidden, President of
Brandon College 1912-1922 and, from 1922-1949, Chancellor of McMaster University. This
correspondence deals principally with the progress of Evan Whidden's education and his
choice of a career in the church or the academic world.

Fonds contains several publications containing the work of Evan Whidden, mostly on religious
themes. It also includes newspaper clippings and convocation programs dealing with Dr.
Whidden's graduation from Yale and the presentation of honorary degrees to him at Pine Hill
and Acadia. The fonds contains newspaper stories on the occasion of the retirement of
Howard Primrose Whidden following his lengthy career as President of McMaster University.
Death notices for Dr. H.P. Whidden and his wife are also to be found.

Finally, fonds containts approximately 150 b&w photographs of group portraits, individual
portraits and activites at Brandon College and a copy of the 1921 Commencement Issue of the
Brandon College Quill.

Name Access: Evan Whidden

Chester New

Howard Whidden
Subject Access: Brandon College 1920s
Storage Location: MG 1 Brandon College Teaching and Administration

1.8 Evan McDonald Whidden

Related Material: Whidden's father, Howard Primrose Whidden served as President of
Brandon College 1912-1922. His records are located in RG 1, series 2.2
(Brandon College fonds, Office of the Pesident). Records from Evan
Whidden's time as College Dean are located in RG 1, series 6 (Brandon
College fonds, Office of the College Dean).

Bertha Leith (nee Clark) fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions3613

Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds
Creator: Bertha Clark

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: MG 2 2.31

Accession Number:  7-2009

GMD: graphic

Date Range: 1925-1929
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Physical Description: 24 photographs (b/w)

History /

Biographical:
Bertha Miriam Clark was born on Prince Edward Island but attended public and high school in
Brandon, MB. She was a member of the Class of 1929 and served as Lady Stick in her final
year at Brandon College.

Clark married J. Scott Leith, Brandon College Class of 1928. Scott and Bertha Leith's son
James Clark Leith is in the Canadian Who's Who.

Custodial History:

Album was sent to Pat Britton, Brandon University Director of Alumni Relations, by Bertha
Leith in April 1991. Britton then transferred it to the McKee Archives.

Scope and Content:

Fonds consists of a small accordian style photograph album (7 x 10.5 x 3.5 cm) created by
Bertha Clark during her years at Brandon College. The photographs, which measure 4" x
2.75", depict numerous people and events.

Notes: History/Bio information taken from the 1928-1929 Sickle.
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Name Access:

Bertha Clark

Ruth Bingham
Professor Richards
Lil Bullman

Clark Hall

Brandon College Building
Jean Hitchings
Lloyd Bowler

Kay Underwood
Scott Leith

Denis Phillpots
Donald Ritchie
Harold Cairns
Andrew Clark
Isabel Hitchings

A. Foster

Rundle McLachlan
Carl Wickland
Doris Bingham
Doris Dowling

Ella Whitmore
Meta Mischpeter
Vera Ulinder

Josh Thompson
Doris Cochrane
Frank Kerr

Cyril Richards
Thomas Russell Wilkins
Flo Turnbull

Esther Magoon
Hilda Harrison
Doris Ireton

Mrs. Richards

W.L. Wright

Annie Evans Wright
Miss Hatch

Jennie Turnbull
Mrs. MacNeill

Mrs. C.G. Stone
Helen Duncan
Constance Lamontagne
Marian Bulloch

Mabel Craig
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Subject Access:

Storage Location:

Related Material:

Class of 29'
Sports Day 1925
English Club
Graduation

Lake Percy

Arts 1929

CPR depot
Brandon College boys 1925-1927
al(l)-bums
"cat-chers"
Sykes

18th Street Hill
Class of 1928
Class of 1929
Class of 1930
Class of 1931
arts faculty outing

MG 2 Brandon College Students
2.31 Bertha Leith (nee Clark)

Edward Lloyd Bowler collection (36-1999)
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