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Part Of: RG 6 Brandon University fonds

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: 7.4

GMD: multiple media

Date Range: 1928-1983; predominant 1960-1980

Physical Description: 4.6 m

History /
Biographical:

When the Department of Music was founded in 1906, it offered only conservatory-type
instruction under the direction of Abbie Helmer Vining (1906-07). W.L. Wright, after four years'
study in Berlin with Leopold Godowsky, took over in 1907 and remained director until 1947.
During the 1920s and 1930s, the department attracted students from across Canada to work
with Wright, Esther Magdalene Moore, Kathleen Moffat Fairbairn (piano), and Ruth Morgan
(voice) towards graduate and post-graduate diplomas. During the Depression and the Second
World War, music education at Brandon College declined as a result of financial woes facing
the College and the departure of students to the war.

Under directors Peggy A. Sharpe (acting director 1947-48), and Lorne Watson (1948-1981),
most instruction was given to elementary and high school students from Brandon. Through the
encouragement and support of successive university presidents, the music faculty and
university music credit courses were expanded to make possible a music minor within a B.A.
or B.Sc. degree. By 1963, the college offered the first B.Mus. program (music education and
applied) in Manitoba. In the same year, the Department of Music became the School of Music
with two areas of activity: one continuing the conservatory tradition, the other leading to
university degrees. Watson continued as director while Sharpe assumed the new position of
supervisor of the conservatory. She was succeeded by Watson in 1981.

When Brandon attained university status, the School of Music became a member of the
Western Board of Music (WBM), now Conservatory Canada. Later a B.Mus. (general) was
added and, in 1980, the M.Mus. (music education and applied). In 1981, Watson was
succeeded as director by Gordon Macpherson (1981-87), during whose tenure the position
was re-named dean. In 1987 Lawrence Jones became dean. Jones was followed by Patrick
Carrabre and Glen Carruthers.

Originally housed in Clark Hall, in 1963 the School of Music moved into a new building,
officially opened by Sir Ernest MacMillan, on 28 October 1963. It housed a music library,
electronic music studio, classrooms, rehearsal hall and studios. Increased enrolment in the
1970s necessitated the acquisition of three adjacent houses. On 5 October 1984, Queen
Elizabeth II opened the present music building, which is named after her.

The school's reputation as a centre of string pedagogy dates from Albert Pratz' appointment to
the faculty in 1964 and the engagement of the Halifax Trio (Brandon University Trio) as artists-
in-residence in 1966. The Wawanesa Insurance Co. in 1964 established a string scholarship
program, which has since been carried on through the Carl and Lyle Sanders Grant and the
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R.D. Bell String Scholarships. A Suzuki string program was set up in 1977, directed by Alison
Ryles (B.Mus. Brandon, 1978) who was followed in 1981 by Gerhard Ginader.

Besides the Brandon University Trio, school ensembles have included the Brandon University
Orchestra, Concert Band, Chorale, Jazz Bands and Guitar Ensemble. The Collegium
Musicum, formed in 1973 by James Mendenhall, has a collection of replicas of early
instruments. The school frequently produces an opera (or musical theatre work) directed by
Sylvia Richardson.

Student pursuing a major in music education have founded an active organization known as
the Brandon University Student Music Educators' Association (BUSMEA), which is, in effect, a
student branch of Manitoba Music Educators Association (MMEA). Annual summer schools
enhance the program. In the 1960s, under the direction of Peggy A. Sharpe, recitals and
workshops were given by visiting artists. In the 1980s, the emphasis was on graduate courses,
including the offering of a Kodaly specialist diploma.

In the conservatory, music for children classes, the Suzuki string program, and classes in the
Alexander technique are offered. The conservatory offers courses for gifted students. It also
sponsored annual workshops for teachers. Clinicians have included Lawrence Jones, Lorne
Watson, Gordon Macpherson, Sydney Young McInnis, Shirley Yip, Elizabeth Grant and Irma
Toews.

The School of Music acts as a musical focus for southwestern Manitoba. Beginning in the
1960s, it co-sponsored (with the MMEA) an annual choral/orchestral workshop in January
attracting up to 300 music educators and students from Manitoba and beyond. Rehearsals of
the Brandon Community Chorus and Community Orchestra take place at the school, as do
most events of the Brandon Festival of the Arts. It is also the home of the annual S.C. Eckhardt-
Gramatte competition for the Performance of Canadian Music and the annual Brandon Jazz
Festival. One reason for such constant activitiy is the excellence of the Queen Elizabeth II
Music Building, which includes an advanced electronic studio, rehearsal halls for orchestras,
bands and choirs and a 200-seat hall with recording facilities and ideal acoustics. On the
occasion of Lorne Watson's 40th anniversary at Brandon that hall was named the Lorne
Watson Recital Hall in his honour.

The music school's first graduate (1966) was Jack Spalding. Honourary doctorates in music
have been awarded to W.L. Wright (1969), S.C. Eckhardt-Gramatte (1970), Murray Adaskin
(1972), Jon Vickers (1976), Kenneth Winters (1989), the Guess Who and Tom Cochrane.

Scope and Content:

Series has been divided into three sub-series, including: (1) Dean of Music; (2) Music Faculty
Council; and (3) School of Music publications.

Notes: The history/bio note was taken from the Encyclopedia of Music in
Canada at http://www.collectionscanada.ca/emc/m17-119.01-e.php?
uid=415&uidc=ID (January 2006). The entry was written by Lorne
Watson. Peggy A. Sharpe died in 2005.
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Name Access: Lorne Watson

Peggy A. Sharpe

Gordon Macpherson

Lawrence Jones

Patrick Carrabre

Glenn Carruthers

S.C. Eckhardt-Gramatte

Brandon University Trio

Halifax Trio

Subject Access: music

music education

degree program

deans

director

conservatory

kodaly

Storage Location: RG 6 Brandon University fonds
Series 7: Faculties and Schools

Related Material: A file of miscellaneous newspaper clippings etc. assembled by Eileen
McFadden for the period 1979-1985, is located in the Institutional Files in
the Reading Room.

William R. Morrison fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions3996

Part Of: RG 6 Brandon University fonds

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: MG 3 1.5

Accession Number: 9-2003

GMD: multiple media

Date Range: 1881-1991 (predominant 1986-1991)

Physical Description: 1.5 cm textual records; 25 photographs various sizes; 3 strips of
negatives

Physical Condition: Very good
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History /
Biographical:

William Robert Morrison was born January 26, 1942, in Hamilton, Ontario. He graduated from
McMaster University with a B.A. (Hons. English and History) in 1963, and an M.A. (History) in
1964. He completed his Ph.D. in Canadian History at the University of Western Ontario in
1973.

From 1964-1965, Morrison was a secondary school teacher in London, Ontario and from
1968-1969, he was a historical researcher at the National Historic Sites Service in Ottawa.
Morrison began his career at Brandon University in 1969. During his time there he taught in the
History Department and was also a member of the Knowles-Douglas Commission (1986-
1987), a member of the Brandon University Senate (six years), Chairman of the Scholarship
Committee (three years), a member of the Senate Executive Committee (two years),
Chairman of the Athletic Directorate (three years), a member of the Board Budget Committee
(two years), the originator of the English Proficiency Test for Graduating Students, a member
of various Arts Faculty Committees, a member of the BUFA Executive (three years) and
Chairman of the Department of History (three years). In addition, Morrison also played in the
Brandon University Wind Ensemble, was a member of the Executive of the Western Manitoba
Science Fair (four years) and a member of the Executive Committee of the Manitoba Record
Society (two years). Morrison resigned from Brandon University in August 1989 to accept a
position at Lakehead University.

At Lakehead University, Morrison was a professor of history at the Centre of Northern Studies.
He left Thunder Bay in 1999 and moved to Prince, George, British Columbia to teach at the
University of Northern British Columbia. Throughout his career he has also taught courses at
the University of Victoria and Duke University. In addition, Morrison was the founding Dean of
Research and Graduate Studies at UNBC. Morrison's research interests include Northern
Canadian history, First Nations and Canadian-American relations. He is the author and co-
author of twelve books and many book chapters and journal articles, most of them on the
history of Northern Canada. In particular, beginning at Brandon University, Morrison has
develped and maintained a close academic partnership with Kenneth S. Coates, and together
they have published a number of works. Morrison has also served as the co-editor of the
"Northern History Newsletter" and as a member of the advisory board of the "Northern
Review."

William R. Morrison is married, with four children, and as of January 2006, living in Prince
George, British Columbia.

Custodial History:

Some the the material in this fonds was in the possession of the Brandon University Library
prior to its possession by Dr. Morrison for use in the production of My Dear Maggie. The
materials created by Dr. Morrison were in his possession until their donation to the McKee
Archives in July 2002.

Scope and Content:

The Morrison fonds is a result of the research conducted by Morrison in the Shellmouth region
of Manitoba between 1986 and 1991 for the production of "My Dear Maggie." The fonds
consists primariloy of pictures, homesteading documentation, and personal correspondence.
Pictures include memberts of the Wallace family, their homestead and the Shellmouth area.
Textual records consist of correspondence between Andrew Wallace and individuals at
Brandon College ca. 1941, regarding the donation of the Wallace letters to the Brandon
College Library. Photocopies of homesteading information from 1881 to 1905, as well as
corresondence between Morrison and residents of the Shellmouth area regarding information
about the Wallace family, are also included. Finally, there is extensive correspondence to and
from Morrison in connection with the publication of "My Dear Maggie: Letters from a Western
Manitoba Pioneer," a production of edited letters from the William Wallace fonds.
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Notes: Information in the Location of Originals field, the History/Bio field, the
Scope & Content field and the Arrangement field was taken from the
William R. Morrison fonds finding aid written by Katie Pollock (2005).

Name Access: William Wallace

William Morrison

Andrew Wallace

Margaret Wallace

Shellmouth

Manitoba

Subject Access: Immigration

British culture

settlement

agriculture

Repro Restriction: Copyright provisions apply.

Location Original: There are photocopies of homsteading documentation, as well as letters
to Maggie Wallace from William Wallace once he arrived in Canada. The
orignals of the letters to M. Wallace can be found in the William Wallace
fonds, while the originals of the homsteading documentation can likely be
found in either the William Wallace fonds or through Archives Canada.

Storage Location: MG 3 Brandon University Teaching and Administration
1.5 William R. Morrison

Related Material: Additional records related to William R. Morrison are located in RG 6,
series 7, sub sub series 7.1.1 (Dean of Arts). Other records relating to
the Wallace family of the Shellmouth region can be found in the William
Wallace fonds located in the McKee Archives (47-1997).

Arrangement:

The fonds is divided into two files. The first file contains information that Morrison accumulated
in his research for "My Dear Maggie," including pictures, as well as correspondence between
Morrison and members of the Shellmouth community. The second file also contains
correspondence between Morrison and members of the Shellmouth community, but consists
primarily of communication between Morrison and a number of publishing companies.

S. J. McKee Archives p. 5

http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22William+Wallace%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22+William+Morrison%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22+Andrew+Wallace%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22+Margaret+Wallace%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22+Shellmouth%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=name%3a%22+Manitoba%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22Immigration%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22+British+culture%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22+settlement%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/list?q=topic%3a%22+agriculture%22&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc
http://archives.brandonu.ca/#

	School of Music
	http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions165

	William R. Morrison fonds
	http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions3996


