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Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: 2.1

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1899-1912

Physical Description: 1.71 m

History /
Biographical:

Dr. McDiarmid was born in 1852 in Yarmouth, County Elgin, Ontario to John and Christina
McDiarmid. He graduated from grammar school at St. Thomas and from the Canadian Literary
Institute at Woodstock. Dr. McDiarmid was the prize man every year at the University of
Toronto and won the silver medal in metaphysics in 1875, his graduating year. He was a
student pastor at Clarence Baptist Church his junior year at Toronto. In 1876 he received the
Master of Arts degree. McDiarmid attended the Rochester Theological Seminary in
Rochester, NY. The Board of Woodstock College subsequently offered him a position as
Examiner of Metaphysics and Logic. McDiarmid also worked as a pastor at Strathroy and
Point Hope.

In 1886 he was called to be the minister of First Church, Ottawa. His scholarly preaching and
warm, personal sympathy greatly increased the church membership. McDiarmid went to
Brooklyn, NY for two years. He was then appointed Secretary of the Foreign Mission Society of
the Ontario and Quebec Convention. In 1899, at age 47, Dr. McDiarmid was asked by the
Western Baptist Committee to assume headship of the newly formed Brandon College.
McDiarmid accepted the offer and became the first Principal in 1899. In 1910 his position title
was changed to President. Dr. McDiarmid retired in 1912 and moved to Robson, B.C., where
he owned a farm. He died on January 24, 1946 at the age of 94 in Robson.

Scope and Content:

Dr. McDiarmid’s papers contain a wide variety of items. Because the positions of Bursar and
Registrar would not be created until 1910, it was McDiarmid who handled all of the finances of
the college. The collection includes letters from prospective students and room requests. The
tenders for the building of Brandon College are also in this collection. There is substantial
correspondence on the Baptist’s fundraising efforts, and lists of pledges and subscriptions.
There is also correspondence regarding the quest for a university charter, and the eventual
affiliation with McMaster University.
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David Bovington
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4242

Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: 2.4

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1925-1926

Physical Description: 26.5 cm

History /
Biographical:

Dr. Bovington was born in Gonbridge Wells, Kent County, England on December 2, 1869 to
Richard and Emma Bovington (nee Deuch). He came to Canada in 1890. After training for the
ministry at Woodstock College and McMaster University, where he graduated in 1899, he
attended Rochester Theological Seminary before being ordained in Victoria BC. In addition to
Victoria, Bovington held pastorages in Windsor and St. Thomas, ON.

Bovington married his wife Martha Lockhart (1870-1957) in Oxford, ON on January 3, 1900.
The couple had at least four children: Richard Dadson (1901-1972), Marguerite Agnes (1902-
1975), David L (1904-1953) and Archibald T (1906-1983).

In 1906, Bovington went to Rochester to take his Doctor of Divinity; while there he was an
instructor in Systematic Theology and Homiletics. In 1915, he took his Master's in Systematic
Theology at the University of Chicago. From 1916 - 1925, Bovington served as the pastor of
First Baptist Church, Cleveland, OH.

In 1925, Bovington was asked to become the fourth president of Brandon College. Although he
accepted the position his wife and family did not accompany him to Brandon when he arrived
in the summer of 1925. Bovington resigned from the Presidency on May 24, 1926, claiming
that the pressure of trying to secure funds for the financial support of the school was beyond his
strength.

David Bovington died in Cleveland, OH on August 21, 1955.

Scope and Content:

Dr. Bovington was President for only nine months. His collection includes correspondence
regarding the Baptist Union of Western Canada, Modernists, and Dr. MacNeill. As well,
religious field work is documented. There is quite a bit of correspondence from the Registrar
and Bursar regarding student accounts. Fundraising for Brandon College is documented,
especially the Davies’ Fund campaign and the Endowment Fund campaign. There is quite a
bit of correspondence to and from Dr. MacNeill, who was Acting President, from before Dr.
Bovington arrived in Brandon and after he resigned.
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Part Of: RG 1 Brandon College fonds

Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: MG 1 1.5

Accession Number: 4-2016

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1911?-1960?

Physical Description: 8 cm

History /
Biographical:

Esther Moore was born in Norfolk, Nebraska and moved to Canada at age 3. There is a vague
reference to her being related to the composer Dvorak in The Quill of 1913. She registered as
a music student at Brandon College in 1909. In 1910, Miss Moore received a medal for sight-
reading and accompanying in Edmonton. She took her examinations of the Toronto
Conservatory of Music in 1910, and her Senior examinations in 1911. She completed her
theory work in 1913, as well as finishing the academic requirements. In 1913, Esther Moore
became the first graduate of the Music department at Brandon College. After graduation, Miss
Moore taught music in Unity, as well as being the choirleader and organist. She returned to her
home in Olds, Alberta for a rest from teaching. However, she was not idle for long. She took up
teaching again, and she was the organist and choirleader at church. She also began a Glee
Club. Between these responsibilities Miss Moore finished a course in the Household Science
Department at the Olds Agricultural College. She returned to Brandon College to take
postgraduate work, becoming the first Brandon College student to receive her L.T.C.M. in
1916. In 1922 Miss Moore began to teach piano at Brandon College. She received her
Bachelor of Music in 1925, and her Master of Music in 1926.

Custodial History:

Records were accessioned by the McKee Archives in 1998. Prior custodial history is
unknown.

Scope and Content:

Esther Moore’s records consist of newspaper clippings, recital programmes, concert
programmes, and commencement programmes. As well, there are dance cards, invitations,
tickets, and the programme for the annual Graduation Banquet for several years. There are
Track and Field programmes and a ribbon. There are also Alumni Luncheon programmes for
a few years. There is an issue of The Western Baptist from 1926, and the programmes for the
installation of Dr. Robbins as President and the opening of the Arts and Library building and
the J.R.C. Evans Lecture Theatre in 1960. There is also a letter from William L. Wright, director
of the music department at Brandon College.
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