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History /
Biographical:

Dr. Sweet was born in Dayton, Ohio. He graduated from Denison University, Granville, Ohio in
1889. In 1892 he graduated from the Rochester Theological Seminary in Rochester, NY. His
first pastorate was in Adrian, Michigan, where he was ordained. Dr. Sweet served ten years at
the Calvary Church in Minneapolis. In 1920, Dr. Sweet was appointed to a committee by the
Northern Convention to inquire into the loyalty of schools to the historic faith of the Baptists.
Sweet received his Doctor of Divinity from Denison University in 1921. He worked for the
Y.M.C.A. during World War lin the United States and Overseas. After Dr. Whidden retired in
1923, Dr. Sweet was offered the position of President of Brandon College. He accepted the
offer and arrived in Brandon with his wife and six children on September 10, 1923. Mrs. Sweet
was a graduate of Mt. Holyoke College, and she had been a faculty member at Denison
University. Dr. Sweet felt that Brandon was a call of God. He was inaugurated on October 11,
1923, and was readily accepted by students and faculty members alike.

His enthusiasm for fund raising was apparent, and he often took long trips in search of yet
another subscription. He won the approval of the faculty, the students, the community and the
Baptists. It was thought that Brandon College would prosper under the capable leadership of
Dr. Sweet. Unfortunately, he died very suddenly at his home in Brandon on December 30,
1924. He was 55 years old. A funeral was held on January 3, 1925, and a memorial on
January 7, 1925.

Scope and Content:

Because of his short term of office, there are few papers left from Dr. Sweet. The collection
includes invoices from Brandon College accounts, correspondence to and from the Bursar and
Registrar, and Board of Director Meeting minutes. There is considerable correspondence
from Dr. Sweet to various people regarding sermon topics, foreign missionary work, and his
own faith. As well, Dr. Sweet was very conscious of the need for funds to run the College. He
was very involved in the fundraising efforts of the College and the Baptists on behalf of
Brandon College. There is also correspondence dealing with the MacNeill controversy in the

early 1920’s.
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