
S. J. McKee Archives

Manitoba Women's Institute collection
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4860

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 8-2002

GMD: textual records

Date Range: c. 1935-1980's

Physical Description: 64 cm

History /
Biographical:

The first Women's Institute in Canada was created by Mrs. Adelaide Hunter Hoodless in
Stoney Creek, Ontario, on February 19, 1897. The Women's Institute was created to unite rural
women with the hopes that this would help women improve their homes and communities. The
motto of the Women's Institute became, "a nation could not rise above the level of its homes."
The group was to be non-partisan and non-sectarian to allow for maximum participation. The
Women's Institute became one of the very few ways for rural women to meet and share ideas
and problems with others. The Women's Institute spread throughout Canada and reached
Manitoba in 1910, when Morris and Valley River, Manitoba, formed Women's Institute
branches. The Women's Institute branches in Manitoba were known as Home Economics
Societies until 1919, when they became branches of the Manitoba Women's Institute. The
Home Economics Societies specialized in community service work. At first, the groups
concentrated on home management and child care, and eventually they became involved with
social and political issues. In addition to community work, the Women's Institute branches also
invited many guest speakers to their meetings and promoted education and the dissemination
of information to rural women on subjects such as canning, growing fruits and vegetables,
dental hygiene and rural electrification. The Manitoba Women's Institute continues its work
today.

Custodial History:

This fonds was accessioned in 2002 by the McKee Archives. Prior custodial history is
unknown.

Scope and Content:

This collection has been artificially created and consists of miscellaneous newspaper and
magazine clippings, handbooks, newsletters, photos and song sheets collected by various
unknown Manitoba Women's Institute branches. Some newletters included in the collection are
"Institute News" from the Manitoba Women's Institute, "National Farm Forum Guide",
"Federated News" from the Federated Women's Institute of Canada and "The Country
Woman" from Associated Women of the World. The newspaper clippings in the collection
relate to Women's Institute branches around Manitoba and the rest of Canada.

Notes: CAIN No. 202660. Description by Robyn Mitchell.
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Subject Access: Reverand M.L. Goodman

Manitoba Provincial Council of Women

National Council of Women in Canada

Manitoba Women's Institute

National Farm Forum

Federated Women's Institute of Canada`

Associated Country Women of the World

women's organizations

4-H

rural women

song sheets

credit unions

farm magazines

newsletters

women's magazines

Storage Location: 2002 accessions

Storage Range: 2002 accessions

Related Material: Related women's institute collections in the McKee Archives include:

Manitoba Women's Institute; Minnedosa Women's Institute; Cordova
Women's Institute; Clanwilliam Women's Institute; Rathwell Women's
Institute; Strathclair Women's Institute; Crocus Women's Institute;
Southwest A Region - Manitoba Women's Institute; Douglas Women's
Institute
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Marion Doig collection
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4852

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 28-1997

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1941-1951

Physical Description: 10 cm

History /
Biographical:

Marion Margaret Hales Doig was the only child of B.J. Hales. She died in Brandon on June 8,
1961.

Custodial History:

This fonds was accessioned by the McKee Archives in 1997. Prior custodial history is
unknown.

Scope and Content:

Fonds contians issues of two periodocals, "Northern Review" (1949-51), which reviews
contemporary Canadian literature, and "The Keystone Province" (1941-45), a primarily
economic look at Manitoba.

Notes: CAIN No. 202632

Subject Access: Northen Review

The Keystone Province

Manitoba

Literary Review

Storage Location: 1997 accessions

Storage Range: 1997 accessions

Related Material: B.J. Hales fonds (31-1998)
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Martin Kavanagh fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4812

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 10-2004

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1971-1987

Physical Description: 12.5 cm

History /
Biographical:

Martin Kavanagh was born in Wicklow, Ireland in 1895. He was educated in Wexford, Dublin
and London. Following his arrival in Canada in 1923, Kavanagh was employed as the
Principal of Treherene High School. In 1929, he joined the staff of Brandon Collegiate Institute.
He taugh Latin and Geography at the Collegiate until 1963. In 1946, Kavanagh published The
Assiniboine Basin: A Study of Discovery, Exploration and settlenment. In 1963, he published
La verendrye - His Life and Times. Martin Kavanagh died in 1987.

Custodial History:

Fonds remained in the possession of Kevin Kavanagh and James Wall following Martin
Kavanagh's death. Wall donated his portion of the fonds to the McKee Archives in November
2004. Kevin Kavanagh donated his portion of the fonds in December 2004.

Scope and Content:

Fonds contains an unpublished autobiography written by Martin Kavanagh and several draft
narratives for a slide presenation based on Kavanagh's biography of La Verendrye. Fonds
also contains one file of business correspondence c. 1971.

Notes: CAIN No. 202577

Subject Access: Martin Kavanagh

La Verendrye

Manitoba

Brandon

New France

settlement

exploration

biography

Storage Location: 2004 accessions

Storage Range: 2004 accessions

Related Material: Martin Kavanagh is listed in the Westman Oral History collection (35-
1998).
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Minnedosa Business and Professional Women's Club fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4811

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 11-2002
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GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1953-1965

Physical Description: 10 cm

History /
Biographical:

The Minnedosa Business and Professional Women's Club was organized on May 14, 1959.
The group received its charter on September 15, 1959 at a ceremony that included guests
from Minnedosa, Neepawa, Dauphin, Brandon, and Portage La Prairie. The first president of
the club was Mrs. Julie Johnson. In September 1959 the club had 15 members. The
Minnedosa Club became the thirteenth Business and Professional Women's Club chartered in
Manitoba. The purpose of the club was to train and educate women in business and the
professions and to promote women's participation in local, provincial, and national affairs. The
club included many committees such as the Public Relations, Membership, Survey and
Archives, Programme and Projects, Social and Courtesy, International Affairs, Budget and
Finance, Federation Promotion, Personal Development, Public Affairs, and Resolutions,
Legislation and Employment Committees. The Minnedosa Club held exhibitions, hosted guest
speakers, observed Business Women's Week, and held workshops for all of the Business and
Professional Women's Clubs in Manitoba on a few occasions. Over the years the club made
many donations to the Minnedosa Museum, the Minnedosa Centennial Committee, and
charities such as UNICEF, Ramallah Fund, Children's Aid, and United Way. The Minnedosa
Business and Professional Women's Club was very concerned with the status of women in
Canada and around the world. The Minnedosa Club disbanded in May 1980. After the
disbanding of the club, the women who were involved in the club formed the Just For Fun Club.

Custodial History:

This fonds was accessioned by the McKee Archives in 2002. Previous custodial history is
unknown.

Scope and Content:

Fonds is comprised mainly of four scrapbooks, which run from 1959-1979, 1959-1963, 1959-
1964, and 1977-1979. The scrapbooks contain photos, newspaper clippings, Christmas
cards, correspondence and programs. The clippings relate to Business and Professional
Women's Clubs from around Manitoba, while focusing on the Minnedosa Club. Many of the
clippings also focus on the status of women in Canada and the rest of the world.

Fonds also contains financial records and minutes from the years 1959-1980. There is also a
copy of the club's bylaws, as well as monthly membership reports from 1976-1980. The fonds
also includes a brief typed history of the Minnedosa Club, as well as other loose newspaper
clippings, programs, songbooks, and correspondence. Finally, there are three guestbooks
included in the collection. The first runs from 1959-1978. The second guestbook is from the Art
and Ceramic Display and Tea, held on May 27, 1972. The third guestbook is from the Art and
Ceramic Dispay and Tea, held on May 29, 1976.

Notes: CAIN No. 202581
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Subject Access: Julie Johnson

Louise Card

Effie Macdonald

Mary Macdonald

Marion McCormick

Gladys Thompson

Town of Minnedosa

Minnedosa Business and Professional Women's Club

Canadian Federation of Business and Professional Women's Clubs

Manitoba Provincial Organization of Business and Professional Women's
Clubs

Flin Flon Business and Professional Women's Club

Dauphin Business and Professional Women's Club

Brandon Business and Professional Women's Club

International Peace Gardens

women's clubs

women's issues

status of women

scrapbooks

newspaper clippings

Storage Location: 2002 accessions

Storage Range: 2002 accessions

Related Material: Brandon Business and Professional Women's Club (10-2002);
Minnedosa Business and Professional Women's Club (11-2002);
Neepawa Business and Professional Women's Club (12-2002); Trilliam
Business and Professional Women's Club (2-2006).
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Minnedosa Odd Fellows fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4836

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 4-2000

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1884-1991

Physical Description: 60 cm

History /
Biographical:

The Odd Fellow Lodge in Minnedosa was created in 1884. Membership was open to white
males over the age of 21, who were in good health and had good moral character. The
organization was established as a mutual friendly association to provide social and financial
support to its members. According to its Constitution, OddFellow members have five duties: to
visit the sick, to relieve the distressed, to bury the dead, to educate the orphan, and to aid the
widow. The organization existed until 1991.

Custodial History:

This fonds was accessioned by the McKee Archives in 2000. Prior custodial history is
unknown.

Scope and Content:

Fonds consists of minutes from Minnedosa Odd Fellow meetings from 1884-1991. There is
also one book kept by the Sick Committee from 1924-1949, in which the committee kept track
of sickness and injuries among members and what each sick or injured man received in
wages lost from the lodge. The fonds also includes a roll call book from 1884-1920. There is
also a member and visitor register for the years 1972-1980, and an envelope of approximately
40 completed application forms from the 1940's and 1950's. Finally, the fonds includes a
minute book of the Patriarch Militant IOOF of Brandon, Manitoba, which covers the years 1909
to 1922.

Notes: CAIN No. 202635

Subject Access: Minnedosa OddFellows

Minnedosa

Manitoba

Patriarch Militant IOOF

Brandon

fraternal organizations

mutual aid societies

Storage Location: 2000 accessions

Storage Range: 2000 accessions

Related Material: The Basswood Odd Fellows Collection is also located in the McKee
Archives.
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Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 2-2002

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1914-1981

Physical Description: 30 cm

History /
Biographical:

The Minnedosa Women's Institute was one of the first Women's Institutes in Manitoba. The
group was created on November 11, 1910, and was called the Home Economics Society until
1919, when all Home Economics Societies in Manitoba became branches of the Manitoba
Women's Institute. The first president of the Minnedosa Women's Institute was Mrs. Andrew
Boyd. Some early projects of the group included building a rest room and the maintenance of a
country women's ward in the Minnedosa Hospital. The group also worked for the war effort
during both world wars, including sewing and knitting, as well as sending clothing and food
overseas. During the 1920's, the Institute held a number of baby clinics, and during the 1930's,
opened a lending library. The Institute also participated with other community projects and
groups such as 4-H and the film council. The Minnedosa branch is no longer active, however
the Basswood Women's Institute is active in the Minnedosa area.

Custodial History:

Fonds was accessioned by the McKee Archives in 2002. Previous custodial history is
unknown.

Scope and Content:

Fonds includes many records from the Minnedosa Women's Institute, such as the group's
constitution, and the meeting minutes from 1914-1981. The fonds also contains financial
records from 1932-1955. There are two scrapbooks about the Minnedosa Women's Institute,
with the first running from 1910-60 and the second running from 1960-80. The scrapbooks
contain pictures, clippings, and stories. There is also a scrapbook dedicated to Minnedosa
Village History, which covers the years 1878-1956. Finally, this fonds includes the Certificate
of Organization for the Minnedosa Women's Institute, which is dated October 20, 1922,
althought the group was established in 1910.

Notes: CAIN No. 202604. Description by Robyn Mitchell.
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Subject Access: Mrs. Cooper

Miss May Ewens

Mrs. Cannon

Mrs. Williamson

Miss Mary Jones

Mrs. Rooke

Mrs. Talbert Sedgwick

Mrs. Frank Hill

Mrs. Culver

Mrs. Robert Woodcock

Mrs. Florence Brown

Mrs. E. Wheatland

Mrs. Marjorie Traquair

Mrs. Lace

Mrs. Lula Faye Campbell

Mrs. A. Craig

Mrs. Malcolm Kennedy

Mrs. Nelson Clark

Mrs. John Clark

Mrs. John Jury

Mrs. Cook

Manitoba Women's Institute

Minnedosa Women's Institute

Town of Minnedosa

rural women

women's organizations

scrapbooks

history of Minnedosa

MB

Storage Location: 2002 accessions

Storage Range: 2002 accessions

Related Material: Related women's institute collections in the McKee Archives include:

Manitoba Women's Institute; Minnedosa Women's Institute; Cordova
Women's Institute; Clanwilliam Women's Institute; Rathwell Women's
Institute; Strathclair Women's Institute; Crocus Women's Institute;
Southwest A Region - Manitoba Women's Institute; Douglas Women's
Institute

Neepawa Business and Professional Women's Club fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4832

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection
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Accession Number: 12-2002

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1955-1959

Physical Description: 2 cm

History /
Biographical:

It appears that the Neepawa Business and Profession of Women's Club was established in
1955. The president of the club in 1955, was Nora Day. The objectives of the club were to
enhance the status of professional and business women and to promote contact between
women in business and the professions. The club had seven committees, including: the United
Nations, Newsletter, Emblem, Social, Programme, Publicity, and Membership Committees.
The Neepawa Club attended provincial conferences of the Business and Professional
Women's Clubs and observed Business Women's Week. The club also hosted
conferences,as well as local luncheons and picnics.

Custodial History:

This fonds was accessioned by the McKee Archives in 2002. Previous custodial history is
unknown.

Scope and Content:

Fonds consists of one scrapbook made by the club, which covers the years 1955-1959. The
scrapbook includes newspaper clippings, programs, invitations, and lists of club officers from
around the province. The scrapbook also includes the bylaws of the Neepawa Club. Many of
the newspaper clippings relate to the status of women in Canada and around the world.

Notes: CAIN No. 202586

Subject Access: Effie Macdonald

Mary Macdonald

Louise Card

Nora Day

Neepawa Business and Professional Women's Club

Manitoba Business and Professional Women's Clubs

Brandon Business and Professional Women's Club

Flin Flon Business and Professional Women's Club

Portage Business and Professional Women's Club

Selkirk Business and Professional Women's Club

St. James Business and Professional Women's Club

Winnipeg Business and Professional Women's Club

International Peace Gardens

women's clubs

status of women

scrapbooks

newspaper clippings

Storage Location: 2002 accessions

Storage Range: 2002 accessions

Related Material: Brandon Business and Professional Women's Club (10-2002);
Minnedosa Business and Professional Women's Club (11-2002);
Neepawa Business and Professional Women's Club (12-2002); Trilliam
Business and Professional Women's Club (2-2006).
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Rathwell Women's Institute fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4863

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 6-2002

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1939-1966

Physical Description: 6.5 cm

History /
Biographical:

The Rathwell Women's Institute was formed in December 1939. Little is known about the group
and it seems that it disbanded in 1966. Mrs. Thelma Forbes, the first female Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly in Manitoba was a member of the Rathwell Women's Institute.

Custodial History:

This fonds was accessioned in 2002 by the McKee Archives. Prior custodial history is
unknown.

Scope and Content:

This is a small fonds, consisting of the minutes of the group's meetings, including member lists
and financial records, from 1939-1966. There is also a pamphlet called "The Story of the
Women's Institutes of Manitoba 1910-1934," written by Mrs. H.M. Speechley "in loving and
honoured memory of Mrs. David Watt." The fonds also includes a book by Cicely McCall called
"Women's Institutes." The inscription in the book reads, "To the members of the Rathwell
Women's Institute with all good wishes from the members at Amberley, Sussex, Christmas
1943."

Notes: CAIN No. 202648. Description by Robyn Mitchell.

Subject Access: Mrs. Thelma Forbes

Village of Rathwell

Rathwell Women's Institute

Manitoba Women's Institute

women's organizations

rural women

Storage Location: 2002 accessions

Storage Range: 2002 accessions

Related Material: Related women's institute collections in the McKee Archives include:

Manitoba Women's Institute; Minnedosa Women's Institute; Cordova
Women's Institute; Clanwilliam Women's Institute; Rathwell Women's
Institute; Strathclair Women's Institute; Crocus Women's Institute;
Southwest A Region - Manitoba Women's Institute; Douglas Women's
Institute


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Strathclair Women's Institute fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4817

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 7-2002

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1942-1981

Physical Description: 19 cm

History /
Biographical:

The Strathclair Women's Institute was formed in 1925. The group's meetings had many
interesting speakers over the years such as agricultural representatives, ministers, reeves and
lawyers. The group arranged picnics, concerts, pot luck suppers and parties. The group also
held learning sessions in various areas such as law. The Strathclair Women's Institute no
longer exists. The closest Women's Institute to Strathclair is the Newdale Raven's Glen
Women's Institute.

Custodial History:

This fonds was accessioned in 2002 by the McKee Archives. Prior custodial history is
unknown.

Scope and Content:

Fonds contains annual reports from 1942-1981, minutes from 1962-1964, standing committee
reports c. 1962-1977 and resolutions c. 1960-80. A large part of the fonds includes information
on Tweedsmuir competitions. Finally, the fonds includes correspondence, newspaper
clippings and miscellaneous papers and pamphlets.

Notes: CAIN No. 202654. Description by Robyn Mitchell.

Subject Access: Verna Gamey

Strathclair Women's Institute

Manitoba Women's Institute

Town of Strathclair

rural women

women's organizations

Tweedsmuir competitions

newspaper clippings

Storage Location: 2002 accessions

Storage Range: 2002 accessions

Related Material: Related women's institute collections in the McKee Archives include:

Manitoba Women's Institute; Minnedosa Women's Institute; Cordova
Women's Institute; Clanwilliam Women's Institute; Rathwell Women's
Institute; Strathclair Women's Institute; Crocus Women's Institute;
Southwest A Region - Manitoba Women's Institute; Douglas Women's
Institute


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United Grain Growers collection
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4822

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 48-1997

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1922-1937

Physical Description: 3 cm

History /
Biographical:

The United Grain Growers, a farmer controlled co-operative elevator association, was
established in 1917, with the amalgamation of the Grain Growers Grain Company (1906), and
the Alberta Farmer's Co-operative Elevator company (1913). Its original purpose was to
provide a co-operative alternative to privately owned grain elevators.

Custodial History:

This collection was accessioned by the McKee Archives in 1997. Prior custodial history is
unknown.

Scope and Content:

Collection includes copies of correspondence between T.A. Crerar, President of United Grain
Growers and Colin Burnell, President, Manitoba Co-operative Wheat Producers (1925-26);
correspondence directed to the Shareholders of United Grain Growers (1926-38); minutes of a
meeting between representatives of the United Grain Growers and the provincial wheat pools
(1937); as well as a variety of publications about the history and activities of the United Grain
Growers (1917-18, 1927, 1929, 1951, 1956).

Notes: CAIN No. 202642. Description by Christy Henry.

Subject Access: T.A. Crerar

Colin H. Burnell

R.S. Law

Grain Growers Guide

Elevators

Agriculture

Manitoba

Storage Location: 1997 accessions

Storage Range: 1997 accessions



Verna Gamey collection
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4868

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 5-1997

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1917-1991

Physical Description: 90 cm


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History /
Biographical:

In July 1928, Verna Althea Whitfield married William Arthur Gamey (b. 1892) in Winnipeg. For
the first year of their marriage they both taught at Lockport, before moving to Winnipeg in
1929. Their only child, William Roy, was born there. In 1933, the Gameys moved to the Gamey
family farm located at N1/2 12-16-22, near Strathclair. Verna's nephew Robert Kerr, from
Kelowna, B.C. joined the family in 1949. Art and Verna left the farm in the spring of 1956, and
moved into the house formerly owned by an aunt, Miss Bella Gamey. Art Gamey was a staunch
supporter of the Co-operative movement and the Co-operative Commonwealth Federation
(CCF). He died in January 1968.

Custodial History:

This fonds was accessioned by the McKee Archives in 1997. Prior custoridal history is
unknown.

Scope and Content:

Fonds contains documents relating to the Manitoba Farmer's Union, including copies of its
publication "The Voice of the Farmer" (1961); the United Church of Canada, primarily
Strathclair (1960-1989); the Manitoba Women's Institute and the National Institute for the Blind
(1959-1976); the Manitoba Federation of Agriculture (1945-1961); the Birtle Presbyterian
Church (1986-1989); the Social Credit League in Manitoba and B.C. (1947, 1953); the
Manitoba Provincial Council of Women (1958-1959); the Manitoba Centennial Corporation
(1966-1968); and the Shoal Lake Fair and Hamiota Exhibition (1949-1981).

Fonds also contains diaries (1923-1926); various political publications, newspaper clippings,
and correspondance, primarily concerning the CCF and the New Democrats (1945-1971); the
Cooperative Union of Canada (1949-1964); and the Manitoba Farm Forum (1942-1963).
Included as well, are clippings from the Brandon Sun dealing with a wide variety of topics
(1970-1991); publications on home/farm/highway safety (1949-1975); and the Manitoba Pool
Elevators (1950-1955).

Fonds also contains correspondence to and from both Verna and Art Gamey.

Notes: History/Bio information taken from "Our Story to 1970" published by the
R.M. of Strathclair and compiled by The Centennial History Committee
(pp. 255-257).

Subject Access: W.A. Gamey

CCF

New Democrats

Social Credit League

Manitoba Farmers Union

Agrigulture

United Church

Manitoba Federation of Agriculture

Manitoba Provincial Council of Women

Storage Location: 1997 accessions

Storage Range: 1997 accessions

Related Material: RG 4 Manitoba Pool Elevators; Women's Institute collections: Manitoba
(8-2002), Strathclair (7-2002), Rathwell (6-2002), Minnedosa (2-2002),
Cordova (4-2002), Clanwilliam (3-2002), Crocus (5-2002), Douglas (20-
2006), Binscarth (12-1997), Southwest A Region (26-1997); and the
Greenway Fair (35-2006).
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Western Manitoba Centennial Auditorium collection
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4848

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 1-1998

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1966-1968

Physical Description: 6 cm

History /
Biographical:

The construction of the Western Manitoba Centennial Auditorium was considered first during a
meeting of the Brandon City Council in 1953. In 1962, the City of Brandon was given
permission by Manitoba Premier Duff Roblin to proceed with the construction of the auditorium
as a centennial project to celebrate Canada's centennial in 1967. Constructed on the Brandon
University campus, the auditorium was completed in early 1969.

Custodial History:

This collection was accessioned by the McKee Archives in 1998. Previous custodial history is
unknown.

Scope and Content:

Collection consists of one scrapbook with newspaper clippings and pamphlets about the
Western Manitoba Centennial Auditorium and its construction.

Notes: CAIN No. 202571

Subject Access: Princess Alexandra

Mr. D. R. MacKay

Mayor Magnacca

Western Manitoba Centennial Auditorium

Brandon

Manitoba

centennial projects

auditoriums

Storage Location: 1998 accessions

Storage Range: 1998 accessions
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William J. Birtles fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4813

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 7-2003

GMD: multiple media

Date Range: c. 1880; c. 1935-2001

Physical Description: 4 photographs;
2 biographical sketches

History /
Biographical:

William Birtles was born in Alexander, Manitoba in 1930. He received his early education at
Alexander School. In 1948, he completed grade 12 at St. John's College School in Winnipeg.
He undertook formal training in art, beginning in 1949, at the Winnipeg School of Art. In 1952,
he graduated from the Manitoba Provincial Normal School. After teaching school in Winnipeg
for three years, Birtles completed a Bachelor of Fine Arts with a major in Sculpture in 1958. He
obtained a Bachelor of Education from the University of Manitoba in 1970. Throughout his
adult years, Birtles taught in various Manitoba communities, was active as an artist, showing
his work and winning awards. He was also active in the Manitoba Society of Artists and
associated provincial organizations. Birtles is retired and is a resident of Winnipeg, Manitoba.

Custodial History:

All of the items in the fonds were in the possession of William Birtles until their donation to the
McKee Archives in 2003.

Scope and Content:

Fonds consists of photographs of Ms. Sarah Birtles, Rt. Rev W.W.H. Thomas D.D, the Thomas
Smith farmhouse located northwest of Alexander, and a postcard containing a photograph of
Westminster Abbey. Fonds also contains two biographical sketches written by William Birtles:
one of Ms. Sarah Birtles - three pages - and one of Rt. Rev. W.W. H. Thomas D.D - six pages.
Also includes the program of the Composite Lodge No. 64 G.R.M., A.F. & A.M. sixty-fifth
Anniversary (Alexander, MB 1961).

Notes: CAIN No. 202569

Subject Access: Sarah Birtles

Rt. Rev. W.W.H. Thomas D.D

Thomas Smith

Alexander

Manitoba

farmhouse

masonic lodge

Storage Location: 2003 accessions

Storage Range: 2003 accessions



William Wallace fonds
http://archives.brandonu.ca/en/permalink/descriptions4801

Part Of: RG 5 Western Manitoba Manuscript Collection

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Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 47-1997

GMD: textual records

Date Range: 1881-1904

Physical Description: 30 cm

History /
Biographical:

William Wallace was born in Scotland around 1859. In 1881, when William was twenty-two, he
emigrated to Canada with his father and brother. Once here they settled near what is today
Forrest, Manitoba. The following spring they moved to the northwest margin of settlement in
Manitoba, homesteading in the Shellmouth area. Wallace remained a resident of the region for
the rest of his life. William Wallace was active in community affairs. He was appointed to the
post of Secretary-Treasurer of the Shellmouth Municipality in 1887, and he held the position
until 1904. In 1909, Wallace was injured in a railway accident, and he had to give up farming.
He moved to Shellmouth and took up the position of postmaster, which he held for twenty-
seven years. He died in 1945, and is buried at Shellmouth cemetery, Manitoba.

Custodial History:

The letters contained in the fonds remained in the possession of Margaret Wallace, who was
the original recipient of the correspondence. She emigrated to Canada in 1904. At some point
the letters passed to William Wallace who kept them in his possession in Shellmouth. In 1941,
William contacted Professor E. J. Westcott of Brandon College regarding the fonds. He
offered it to the College for safekeeping. Westcott accepted the letters. Westcott passed the
letters on to various officers and staff at Brandon College and then Brandon University. Since
1982, the collection has resided in the S. J. McKee Archives at Brandon University.

Scope and Content:

Fonds consists of hundreds of letters that William Wallace and his brother, Andrew, wrote to
their sister, Maggie, from 1881 until 1904. The first letter, dated 22 March 1881, was written by
both William and Andrew aboard the S.S. Prussia as they sailed to North America from
Scotland. The last letter was written on 4 January 1904 by William. It was written to inform
Maggie and her husband that William had reserved a homestead in their name. This letter
marks the end of the fonds. Later that spring Maggie and John emigrated to Canada to be with
her family.

William was keenly interested in everything going on around him; his letters and Andrew's
reveal what life was like for inexperienced settlers on the Canadian agricultural frontier in the
last years of the ninteenth century. Fonds touches on a variety of social, political and economic
themes.

Notes: CAIN No. 202641. A partial accession of the Wallace collection was
completed in 1992 by Eileen McFadden.

Subject Access: Maggie Wallace

Andrew Wallace

Peter Wallace

prairie settlement

agriculture

western Canada history

Manitoba history

rural development

Finding Aid: An inventory for the correspondence is available. A copy of it is on the
reference shelf in the reading room.

Storage Location: 1997 accessions

Storage Range: 1997 accessions
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Related Material: William R. Morrison fonds (MG 3 1.5)
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