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Description Level: Collection

Accession Number: 13-1999, 10-2000

GMD: multiple media

Date Range: 1980-1987; predominant 1985

Physical Description: 30 cm textual records; 44 audio tapes; approx. 30 photographs
History /

Biographical:

Gerald "Gerry" Allen McKinney was born in 1932, in Melita, Manitoba. In 1950, McKinney
enlisted as a medical assistant with B Company, First Battalion, Royal Canadian Regiment. A
participant in the Korean War, McKinney was captured and held as a prisoner of war for one
year. McKinney remained in the Canadian Armed Forces until 1958. Subsequently, McKinney
lived in Winnipeg where he was an advocate for workplace health and safety causes and
tenant rights. He was also active in raising opposition to large water diversion schemes, such
as the Garrison Diversion Project in North Dakota, the Rafferty-Alemada Dams Project in
Saskatchewan, and the Pelican Lake-Pembina River Diversion Project in Manitoba. McKinney
was awarded the Manitoba Order of the Buffalo Hunt in 1984, for his work against the Garrison
Project. McKinney was also awarded an Honorary Doctorate of Laws degree from Brandon
University in 1985.

Custodial History:
This fonds was donated to the McKee Archives by Professor Joe Dolecki in 1984.
Scope and Content:

Fonds consists mainly of McKinney's correspondence and clippings from the Edmonton
Journal dating from 1985; a folder of campaign pamphlets of various New Democratic Party
candidates in Alberta in 1985 and newspaper clippings about the Alberta NDP. Fonds also
contains a folder of newspaper clippings about various environmental issues and several
booklets of articles collected by the Garrison Focus Office of Manitoba Natural Resources
from 1987. Fonds contains an extensive collection of newspaper clippings about the 1985 Jim
Keegstra trial in Red Deer, Alberta, and a folder of clippings about Alberta labor and strikes,
as well as rally pamphlets. The fonds also includes a collection of speeches that McKinney
gave from 1980-1984, and c. 30 pictures taken by McKinney of various places in Edmonton,
Regina, and Ireland. Correspondence between McKinney and Professor Joe Dolecki of
Brandon University and 44 audio tapes of interviews done with McKinney by Professor Dolecki
in the mid-1980's are also included.
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