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History /

Biographical:

The minutes were created by the summer fair Board of Directors and the various committees
and sub-committees associated with the Board.

There is ample evidence in the minutes of the Provincial Exhibition of Manitoba that the
administrative structure was largely one by committee. By 1903, there were at least nine
separate committees. These committees were Grounds and Buildings, Sports and Attractions,
Public Comfort, Advertising and Printing, Privileges, Gates, Finance, Excursion and
Transportation, and Prize List. Of these committees only Public Comfort, Privileges, and
Excursion and Transportation were comparatively short-lived. These committees are not
mentioned after 1903, 1920, and 1925, respectively. The remaining six committees all survive
in various forms to this day.

In 1908 there is mention of a Speed committee, which dealt with the racetrack at the
fairgrounds. This committee was in existence until the early 1970s, when racing, along with the
condemned grandstand, was discontinued. By 1915 there is mention of a Reception
committee that continues on until the mid-1970s.

In the 1920 minutes several committees are mentioned. The committees included
Concessions, Grandstand, Accommodation, Police/Security, and Wild Birds and Animals. The
Wild Birds and Animals is not mentioned in further minutes, but Grandstand and
Accommodation are mentioned into the mid 1950s. Both the Concessions and Police/Security
are mentioned until the late 1970s.

In 1925, there are several new committees mentioned. They include Heavy Horse, Light Horse,
Beef Cattle, Dairy Cattle, Sheep, Swine, Farm Boy's Camp, Poultry, Grains and Grasses,
Horticulture, Dairy Competition, Machinery Row, Natural History, Fine Arts and School
Exhibits, and Livestock Parade. The enormous expansion of committees is a reflection of the
expansion of the exhibition. Almost all aspects of farming now had its own committee, and an
effort to help young people continue in farming was made with the forming of camps for farm
boys. All of these committees were long lived, although not necessarily with the original title.
From approximately 1930 to 1940, all of the Cattle were lumped together, but by 1950 a
Commercial Cattle committee was mentioned, and by 1974 there was also a Special
Agriculture Display and Exotic Breeds. By 1979 there were Steer Show and Bull Sale
committees. Around 1930, a Calf and Colt Competition committee was also added.
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In 1930 there is mention of a Dining Room committee, but it is not mentioned again. In
response to changing society, a Car Parking committee was created around 1935. This
committee remained under various titles through to today. Another short-lived committee,
Grandstand Gates, is mentioned from about 1935 to 1940. For some time there was also a
Band Competition committee. It is mentioned from 1940 to 1945, and then not again until
1979.

In 1950 there was a Dogs committee, but no further mention is made of this committee. From
1955 to 1960 there was a separate Fire committee, until it was amalgamated with
Police/Security. In 1955 two new committees are mentioned. These are the Trade Fair and
Homecraft committees. While the Trade Fair is not mentioned after about 1960, the Homecraft
committee seems to have been in existence until the mid 1970s.

A 4-H and Junior Activities committee was formed around 1960 to take the place of the Farm
Boy's Camp. This committee continued the exhibition’s attempts to keep young rural people
interested in farming.

In the minutes for 1970, two more committees are mentioned. They are the Food and
Beverage and the Bees and Honey committees. While one would suppose that the Food and
Beverage Services committee was a new title for the Concessions committee, the
Concessions committee is also mentioned. The Bees and Honey committee is mentioned until
about 1974 in committee minutes.

By 1974 three more committees are mentioned in the minutes. They were the Baby Fair
committee, which was a petting zoo, the Expansion, Project and Grants committee and the
Midway committee. While the Midway and Baby Fair committees lasted until at least the late
1970s, the Expansion, Projects and Grants committee is not mentioned past the mid 1970s.
Also mentioned in 1979 are the Pork Congress, Family Fair, Entertainment, and Exhibitor's
Lounge committees.

Custodial History:

See sous-fonds RG2SF1 for custodial history.

Scope and Content:

The records consist of minutes created by the Board of Directors, Shareholders, and various
committees and subcommittees of the Provincial Exhibition. It should be noted that while the
minutes are extensive, they are not organized according to committee. Rather, they are
organized by the year in which they were created.

Notes: Inventory of documents in the series is available in the printed finding aid.

Storage Location: RG 2 Provincial Exhibition of Manitoba Association fonds

RG2SF1 Provincial Exhibition of Manitoba
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