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History /
Biographical:

A.E. McKenzie was involved with Brandon College from its very beginnings. He was present at
the cornerstone-laying ceremony of the Brandon College Building in July of 1900; he became a
member of the Brandon College Endowment Committee in 1918; the following year he was on
the Finance Committee. By the mid-1920's, he was a member of the Board of Directors of the
College. In 1928, he was part of a group that convinced the Baptist Union of Western Canada,
the principal funding body for the College, to provide money towards reducing the College’s
accumulated deficit. McKenzie and other members of the College Board had advised the
Union that they were developing an endowment plan to provide continuing financial support for
Brandon College.

In 1931. Mr. McKenzie organized the Brandon Board of Trade to help save the College when
the Baptist Union indicated its intention to withdraw financial support to the College. When
efforts to have the City of Brandon provide finacial resources to the College failed, A.E.
McKenzie organized the Brandon Citizen's Campaign to raise enough money to enable the
College to open the next year.

In 1938, when the Baptist Union did withdrew support from the College, McKenzie offered to
establish a $100,000 endowment, which he later raised to $300,000, to ensure the
continuation of the College. On August 1 of the same year, the Board of Trade, of which
McKenzie was a member, set out to raise $15,000 to match the offer the government had
made to the College. In September 1938, McKenzie increased his endowment again, this time
to $500,000. As a result, of McKenzie's endowment and the fundraising efforts of the Board of
Trade the charter establishing Brandon College Incorporated was approved on April 17, 1939.

Custodial History:

See fonds level description of custodial history of A.E. McKenzie Seed Co. Ltd.
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Scope and Content:

This sub-series includes correspondence between McKenzie and Lowes with various
government officials - Duff Roblin, Hon. George Johnson, Hon. Stewart E. McLean and
Comptroller-General George D. lliffe. There is also correspondence with the company lawyer,
William Johnston. Documents within the series consist of the Act to Incorporate Brandon
College, Inc. and Bill 86, as well as an indenture and an agreement between C.S. Eaton, G.C.
Edwards, A.E. McKenzie, D.H. Hudson and E.J. Tarr. There are also a number of documents
written by McKenzie that were presented to the Brandon College Board of Directors. Brandon
College Inc. resolutions regarding the McKenzie Foundation are also included.

The sub-series has one sub sub series: MG 5 1.1.1 History of Brandon College Inc.

Storage Location: RG 3 A.E. McKenzie Seed Co. Ltd. fonds
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