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History /
Biographical:

The Office of the Bursar was created in 1910. As head of financial affairs, a Bursar was more
compatible to the administrative framework of other universities in Canada. The initial duties of
the Bursar were the collection of all fees, control of funds and disbursements, donations,
purchasing, supervision of grounds, and progressive measures in the investment of funds and
the enlargement of finances. By 1913, the Bursar was also in charge of the book department,
boarding, grounds and gardens, buildings and heating plant.

By 1924, the Bursar had become so involved in the management of College affairs that the
Board established a committee to examine the functions of the President and the Bursar “with
a view to readjustment for efficiency.” The committee presented its report later that year, clearly
defining nine functions of the Bursar. These functions were the keeping of books, banking,
general handling of student fees and accounts, general handling of all trade accounts, handling
of maintenance and extension movement pledge cards and receipts, general responsibility for
the purchase of all supplies, supervision of fireman and janitor, supervision of buildings and
grounds and the submission of a monthly report to the Secretary of the Executive. In 1929, the
Bursar took on the role of Secretary to the Executive.

At several times during the history of Brandon College the Bursar and the Registrar were
combined into one job.

BRANDON COLLEGE BURSARS:

R.J. KENNEDY (1910 - 1911)

No biographical information yet.

S.J. MCKEE (1911-1913, 1914-1915, 1919-1920)

Information about S.J. McKee can be found under the heading MG 1 Brandon College
Teaching and Learning.

C.W. JACKSON (1913 - 1914)

No biographical information yet.

JOHN HARRIS MCKEE (1915 - 1918)
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J.H. McKee was S.J. McKee’s son. He was born in Ingersoll, Ontario. He moved to Rapid City
in 1881 with his family. In 1890 he moved to Brandon where his father opened McKee’s
Academy. Harris attended Brandon College, graduating in 1914. When the war broke out he
was not medically able to participate. He then took a position as Brandon College Bursar. In
1918, Harris resigned from his job to take up farming. He had several bouts of bad luck:
drought, grasshoppers, frost, and other farming catastrophes, and was not too successful,
having a list of 50 creditors at one point.

GEORGE H. ROSS (1918 - 1919)

Little is known so far about George Ross. He was a teacher before coming to Brandon
College. He taught in Chatham, Ontario for a while, as well as at the Rider Moore College of
Business in Trenton, NJ. From 1914-1919 Ross was also the Director of the Business
Department at Brandon College.

S. EVERTON (1920 - 1923)

No biographical information yet.

E. SCOTT EATON (1923 - 1931)

E. Scott Eaton was born in Auburn. He graduated from Acadia University in 1903 and the
Maritime Business College in 1904. Eaton then taught at the Maritime Business College and
the Charlottetown Business College. For a time he was head of the Business Department at
Alberta College. Eaton was the owner/manager of the Success Business College in
Vancouver before coming to Brandon College. He occupied this position from 1923 until 1931.
In 1931 he became purchasing agent and the superintendent of buildings and grounds at
Acadia University. He became an accountant at H.T. Warne Ltd. in Digby, NS in 1940. Around
1953, Eaton became the Town Clerk of Digby. Eaton died at the age of 80 around 1962.

M.S. DONOVAN (1931 - 1936, 1939 - 1948)

No biographical information yet.

N. KEITH MCKINNON (1936 - 1939)

Keith McKinnon was born in Weyburn, Saskatchewan. After working in Weyburn he attended
Brandon College, specializing in Political Economy. He was very active in all aspects of
students affairs and was elected Senior Stick in his final year. He was appointed to the
position of Registrar following his graduation from Brandon College.

D.R. MACKAY (1948 - Brandon University)

Information about D.R. MacKay can be found under the Office of the Registrar.

Scope and Content:

The Bursar series revolves around the finances of the school. There are invoices from general
accounts, letters from businesses, and receipts for payments. There are also numerous
student accounts, wage lists and letters regarding teachers’ salaries. The Bursar did a lot of
the correspondence regarding mortgages, estates, property, and other legal matters. The
series is mainly correspondence to and from the Bursar regarding accounts, overdue
accounts, pleas for financial support and numerous other matters. As well, there are financial
statements, fundraising lists, and subscription lists. The series is not broken down by Bursar,
but instead is grouped together chronologically.
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Storage Location: RG 1 Brandon College fonds
Series 3: Office of the Bursar

Arrangement:

Series has been divided into seven sub-series, including: (1) R.J. Kennedy; (2) S.J. McKee;
(3) C.W. Jackson; (4) John Harris McKee; (5) George H. Ross; (6) S. Everton; and (7) E. Scott
Eaton.
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