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A. Earl Henderson interview
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Part Of: Westman Oral History collection

Description Level: Item

Item Number: OH076.Hen

Accession Number: 35-1998

GMD: sound recordings

Date Range: May 7, 1982

Physical Description: 1 audio cassette [00:60:00]

History /
Biographical:

Albert Earl Henderson was born on September 29, 1898 in Boissevain, MB. He attended
Caranton school, Boissevain high school and the University of Manitoba, where he studied
agriculture. Earl married Alberta Mary Roe (1902-1977) on October 17, 1924, and the couple
had three children: Douglas, Lois and Amy . He farmed in the Cranton district northwest of
Boissevain until 1971, when he and his wife retired to town. Earl and Alberta were very active
in lapidary. Their interest was sparked in 1954, after stopping at a rock shop in Montana on the
way home from a holiday. The couple began turning stones into jewlery while Earl was still
farming, first in their basement and then in a shop in the yard. They moved into making items
out of plastics in the 1970s. Their rock shop was the first of its kind in Manitoba. Earl took an
active part in church and community affairs. He served on the Caranton school board for many
years, as Noble Grand of the IOOF, as a councillor for the RM of Morton from 1962-1971, and
was a member of the original hospital board for 20 years. Earl was a member of the
Beckoning Hills Activity Club, St. Paul's United Church, and enjoyed activities and friends at
the Drop-In Centre. Earl Henderson died on February 17, 1986 in Folsom, California. Earl had
been a winter resident of the Lost Dutchman Trailer Resort at Apache Junction, Arizona, and
was visiting his niece in Folsom when the death occurred. He is buried at Boissevain and
Morton Cemetery.

Custodial History:

As part of the Westman Oral History Collection, this collection was accessioned by the McKee
Archives in 1998. The original tapes from the Westman Oral History project were deposited in
the Brandon Public Library. Copies of these originals were made by Margaret Pollex of the
Brandon University Language Lab at the request of Eileen McFadden, University Archivist in
the early 1990s. These copies compose the collection held in the McKee Archives.

Scope and Content:

Item is an audiocassette tape containing an interview with Earl Henderson about agriculture
and some of his mechanical, lapidary and plastic work. The interviewer is Phyllis Hallett.

Notes: History/bio information from the records and Henderson's obituary.
Description by Christy Henry. An article on the Hendersons' lapidary
hobby appeared in the September 14, 1976 issue of The Brandon Sun.

Language Note: English

Audio Tracks
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