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History /
Biographical:

Mary Elizabeth Edwards (nee Tweed) was born on April 19, 1897 at Riceville, ON. Within a
year of her birth, she and her mother came to Manitoba, to join her father who had already
moved west. Mary attended Burns School and then Winnipeg Normal School, graduating in
1917. Over the course of her career she taught at a number of schools, including Otter,
Medora, Purple Hill , Thirlstone, Broomhill, Lake Max and Whitewater schools. On January 7,
1920, Mary married Kestle Henry Edwards (1894-1974) in Medora, MB and together the
couple had four children: Harvey, Frank, Ralph and Ruth. The family lived on section 35-3-25.
Mary was secretary-treasurer of both the Medora Methodist Sunday School and the Royal
Templars, taught sunday school and sang in the choir before her marriage. In 1920, she joined
the Home Economics Society (later the Women's Institute). She was also a member of the
WA. Following her husband's death, Mary left the farm and moved into Medora. Mary Edwards
died in 1994. She is buried at Roselawn Cemetery.

Custodial History:

As part of the Westman Oral History Collection, this collection was accessioned by the McKee
Archives in 1998. The original tapes from the Westman Oral History project were deposited in
the Brandon Public Library. Copies of these originals were made by Margaret Pollex of the
Brandon University Language Lab at the request of Eileen McFadden, University Archivist in
the early 1990s. These copies compose the collection held in the McKee Archives.

Scope and Content:

Item is an audiocassette tape containing an interview with Mary Edwards about her life and
pioneer settlement around Medora, MB. The interviewer is Mayme Warren.

Notes: History/bio information from the records, the Medora local history
"Glimpse through the years" and Edwards' obituary. Description by
Christy Henry.

Language Note: English

Conservation: Preservation copy made 2021 (R. Hess)
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